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PREFACE 

TO 

THE    SECOND    EDITION 


BARRINGTON's 

HISTORY  OF  NEW  SOUTH  IFALES, 

^x.  S)C.   ^'c. 


^  JL  HE  rapid  sale  of  the  first  Edition  of  this  entertaining  Work,  and 
I  Jfthe  frequent  demands  and  enquiries  since  made  relative  to  the  same, 
>^  together  with  the  increasing  importance  of  our  Settlements  in  New 

VSouth  Wales,  Sec.  having  induced  the  publishers  to  reprint  the  pre- 

t  sent  Edition,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  extend  and  enlarge  the 
Vr  original  plan  by  a  Supplement,  bringing  down  the  History  of'  the 

3  Settlement  to  the  present  Period  of  1811. 

-<^      With  this  view,  it  has  been  the  care  of  the  Editor,  besides  the 

information  received  from  the  spot,  to  collect  his  materials  from 

every  quarter  which  could  possibly  afford  him  any  information :  for 

this  purpose,  neither  the  labours  of  the  missionary,  the  journals  of 

^  the  navigator,  native  or  foreigner,  nor  the  public  documents  relative 

^^  to  the  colony,  have  been  neglected.     The  merit  of  the  arrangement 

and  the  execution  of  the  task  he  must  submit  to  the  candour  of  his 

_  readers  to  decide  upon. 

—^  » 

,1        It  may  be  necessary  to  point  out  to  the  recollection  of  the  public, 
<     that  the  History  of  New  South  Wales,  written  by  George.Barrington, 
j^  after  recording  the  events  which  distinguished  that  distant  quarter  of 
'    the  world" up  to  the  year  ISOl,  proceeded  to  relate  the  several  voy- 
ages of  discovery  made  from  thence  into  the  Southern  Ocean,  &c.; 
particularly  those  of  Lieutenants  Bass  and  Flinders,  Captain  Bami> 
ton  of  the  Hormuzear,  &c.  &c. 


<■ 


PREFACE. 

But  in  the  present  Edition  the  reader  will  iind  the  still  more  im- 
portant extracts  from  the  recent  voyages  of  M.  Labillardiere,  who 
was  sent  in  search  of  the  unfortunate  La  Perouse;  and  that  of 
M.  Peron,  who  visited  Sydney  between  1800  and  1804,  while  upon 
a  voyage  of  discovery  made  by  order  of  the  First  Consul  of  France  in 
the  Southern  Hemisphere.  This  enlightened  naturalist's  remarks,  so 
creditable  to  the  genius  ^nd  exertions  of  the  British  nation,  are  suffi- 
cient to  shew  how  astonishingly  the  colony  has  improved  since 
Barrington  published  his  History,  Voyage,  &c.  &c.  Almost  every 
subsequent  navigator,  it  will  appear,  has  either  found  out  some  new 
islands,  or  something  new  in  the  manners  of  those  already  known. 

Added  to  these,  the  present  volume  contains  very  interesting  and 
entertaining  accounts  not  only  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  upon  which  a 
British  settlement  has  been  since  established,  but  likewise  of  New 
Caledonia,  New  Ireland,  New  Zealand,  the  Island  of  Simboo,  Ken- 
nedy's Island,  and  Mangea ;  also  of  Otaheite,  especially  so  far  as 
Fomarre,  the  king  of  that  and  some  adjacent  places,  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  missionaries,  who  are  protected  by  Government  in 
iheir  attempts  to  introduce  religion  into  the  Friendly  Islands, 

To  the  Geographical  department  in  this  Edition  we  have  added 
that  of  the  Biography  of  some  of  the  principal  persons  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  this  nt-wly  discovered  part  of  the  world : 
among  these,  our  readers  may  recollect  Governor  Colonel  Collins, 
Captain  Bligh  of  the  Bounty,  Lieutenant  Riou  of  the  Guardian, 
Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  and  Margarot;  and  a  young  Eng- 
lishman of  the  name  of  Bruce,  lately  married  to  a  Princess  of  New 
Zealand.  In  fine,  vt'e  presume  that  the  present  improved  Edition 
contains  "  A  comprehensive  History  of  the  Country  itself,  from  its 
Discoverv;  the  Customs  and  Manners  of  its  Inhabitants;  its  Produc- 
tions; and  an  Historical  Detail  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Colony 
from  the  Fouisdation  to  its  present  State." 


DEDICATION 


TO 


iiio 


j,,,HIS    MAJESTY. 


SIRE, 

One   of  the   most   humble 
of  your  subjects  presumes  to  lay  at  your 
feet,  the  History  of  New  South  Wales,  aud 
your  Majesty's  Colony   on    that  Island. 
Tempted  by  that  eminent  philanthropy, 
with  which  your  Majesty  is  so  peculiarly 
endowed,  and  the  knowledge  of  which,  in 
the  most  distant  parts  of  the  World,  has 
more  gloriously  exalted  your  illustrious 
Name  in  the  hearts  of  all  good  Men,  than 
even  your  truly  powerful  fleets  and  armies 
have  enrolled  it  in  the  History  of  Great 
Sovereigns. 

If  your  Majesty  should  deign  to  look 
on  this  production,  you  will  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  finding,  that  the  life  you  have 
so  well  spent,  in  promoting  the  comforts 
and  happiness  of  the  many  millions  com- 
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mitted  to  your  care,  is  even  of  such  an 
heavenly  nature,  as  in  many  cases  to  cor- 
rect, and  often  reform,  the  most  vicious  of 
those,  who  have  been  found  improper  per- 
sons, to  remain  in  those  kingdoms  which 
are  blessed  with  your  immediate  presence. 

That  just  knowledge  of  mankind,  your 
Majesty  has  so  often  shewn,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  your  officers,  has  seldom 
been  more  beneficially  felt,  than  in  those 
you  have  from  time  to  time  chosen  for 
New  South  Wales,  who  have  in  all  cases 
been  gentlemen  particularly  calculated 
to  represent  your  person,  and  to  fulfil 
your  intentions,  as  they  have  possessed 
learning,  prudence,  justice,  and  mercy. 

That  your  Majesty  may  long  continue 
Vice-Regent  on  earth,  and  that  you  may 
enjoy  all  those  blessings  your  many  vir- 
tues so  much  merit,  is  the  ardent  prayer 
of, 
,  s--;,...  Your  Majesty's    -     -    (. 

'  ''  Most  humble  and  devofe'd  Subject 

,i.,r.  ijv.^^^pid  Servant, 

GEORGE  BARRINGTON. 

;   n  ihnn  |o  iioiioii'MT 


',,  .;^7  4'  ^^s    <M»„j    i-ijfn  J/iiif' "   "   i/jtfs  inri'; 
yM  -t   ,  f.i?   ■  :t'!;  (T  tiw"!  .Irt^iVd^  ni'J.'yllo-w  on  i  ■  . 

fit  ,nijm'{itfiiiO!>'  Y/olIaii 

PREFACE 

TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


TO  trace  from  the  Origin  the  History  of. 
any  Country,  but  more  particularly  the  one 
of  so  promising  an  aspect  of  future  importance 
as  that  of  New  South  Wales,  is  an  under- 
taking very  interesting,  but  not  often  to  be 
accomplished  with  that  degree  of  certainty, 
which  precludes  every  idea  of  speculative 
fiction,  though  when  capable  of  being  ef- 
fected, it  .forms  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
World.  In  this  situation  stands  New  South 
Wales.  Circumnavigators  have  fre- 
quented it,  and  the  public  have  been  favoured 
with  the  accounts  of  individuals  who  have 
resided  there,  but  no  prior  attempt  has  been 
made  to  produce  a  complete  History  of 
the  COUNTRY  itself,  from  its  discovery, 
and  an  account  of  its  inhabitants,  their 
CUSTOMS,  and  manners,  accompanied  with 
an  historical  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
English  colony  from  the  foundation  to 

its  PRESENT  STATE. 


PREFACE. 

That  such  a  work  must  prove  acceptable 
to  the  world  in  general,  but  particularly  to  his 
fellow  countrymen,  the  Author  is  well  aware; 
and  as  his  residence  in  the  country  enables  him 
to  add  considerably  to  the  vast  fund  of  know- 
ledge   already    ascertained,  he   trusts  that   his 
endeavour  to  furnish  a  complete  History  of 
New  South  Wales   will  meet   with  general 
approbation.     If,  in  the  perusal  of  this  work, 
the  refined  mind  finds  but  a  few  moments  plea- 
sure in  following  the  interesting  narratives  re- 
specting the    natives  or  colonists;  or  if  be  is 
beguiled  of  one  tear  of  sensibility,  in  commis- 
serating  the  sorrows  or  sufferings  of  his  inno- 
cent or  GUILTY  fellow  creatures,  the  end  of 
the  Author  will  be  answered:  for  though,  alas! 
he  has  formerly  wandered  in  the  paths  of  error, 
he  trusts  that  now  he  has  felt  the  kind  hand  of 
PATRONIZING  FAVOUR,  he  may  be  looked  upon 
as  a  Man  endeavouring  to  do  well,  and 
hopes  the  promotion  he  has  received  will  be 
the  means  of  enabling  him  to  effect  some  good 
in  the  remnant  of  his  life,  to  counterbalance 
\hat  proneness  to  evil  which  is  ever  too  attend- 
ant on  the  humAn  creature. 


INTRODUCTION. 


1  HE  important  advantages  which  will  conti- 
nually result  to  the  Mother  Country  from 
New  South  Wales,  renders  it  of  sufficient 
consequence  to  make  the  slightest  information 
sought  after  with  anxious  avidity — nor  is  it  a 
matter  of  surprise.  The  climate  is  healthy,  the 
soil  good,  and  the  very  bowels  of  the  earth  are 
fraught  with  inexhaustible  treasures;  it  con- 
tains iron,  copper,  and  coals;  while  the  exterior 
abounds  in  wood,  and  the  fruits,  which  are  va- 
rious, reach  the  summit  of  perfection,  these  ad-- 
vantages  will  accelerate  the  growing  importance 
of  the  trade  and  commercial  interest  of  the 
country,  while  bays  and  harbours  offer  their 
sheltering  protection  to  ships. 

Yet  considerable  as  these  advantages  are, 
they  are  very  far  surpassed  by  the  school  the 
English  Colony  forms,  for  the  correction  of  those 
unfortunate  human  beings  who,  urged  by  various 
depraved  motives,  forfeit  the  protection  of  the 
laws  they  have  failed  to  observe ;  it  is  much  to 
be  lamented,  that  the  number  of  objects  thus 
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tending  in  all  as  much  as  the  whole  continent 
of  Europe,  the  eastern  coast  running  not  less 
than  2000  miles  in  length  from  north-east  to 
south-west.  Its  dimensions  from  east  to  west 
has  not  been  so  accurately  ascertained. 

The  Dutch  navio^ators,  who  chiefly  explored 
the  island,  called  those  parts  first  discovered 
Eendraght  (Concord)  Land,  which  was  the 
name  of  the  ship  that  first  made  the  land,  in 
1616, 24  degrees  and  25  degrees  south .  Two  years 
afterwards,  Zeachen  discovered  another  part  of 
the  coast,  in  \5  degrees  south,  who  named  it 
Arnheim  Dieman,  though  this  was  not  the 
same  part  that  received  the  name  of  Dieman*s 
Land  from  Tasman,  which  is  the  extremity 
southward,  in  latitude  43  degrees.  Jan  Van 
Edelsgrave,  in  1619,  has  given  his  own  name  to 
a  southern  part.  Dampier  coasted  the  western 
parts  in  1687,  and  again  in  1699;  from  this 
period  it  was  visited  several  times,  by  the 
Dutch  and  others,  but  nothing  of  any  conse- 
quence transpired  till  in  1770,  when  the  cele- 
brated Captain  Cook  explored  the  country, 
and  called  it  NeaV  South  Wales;  however, 
the  shortness  of  his  stay  precluded  him  from 
making  any  thing  more  than  general  observa- 
tions, though  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  (then  Mr. 
Banks),  discovered  such  an  ample  field  for 
botanical  research,  that  one  part,  in  compli- 
, ment  to  him,  was  called  Botany  Bay.  It 
will  not  be  requisite  to  relate  here  the  remarks 
made  by  Captain  Cook,  as.  we  shall  incorporate 
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his   with    all    other   information    throuoh    the 

o 

course  of  the  work.     Therefore  shall  now  pro- 
ceed in  the  proposed  plan  ;  first  with 

THE    »*^Slilv 
NATURE,    CUSTOMS,    AND    MANNERS 
OF    THE    NATIVES. 

Both  the  male  and  female  natives  are  not 
generally  tall,  and  very  few  of  either  sex  are 
Avell  made,  their  limbs  are  long  and  thin,  the 
exercise  they  take,  and  the    poverty  of  their 
living,  must  be   the  cause,   for  the  climate  is 
particularly  fine.     But  the  limbs  of  those  who 
reside  in  the  woods,  exceed  in  length  those  on, 
the  coast;  for  these  suffer  very  great   difficul- 
ties to  procure  food,  while  those  on  the  coast 
draw  from    the  never-failing  ocean    an    ample 
supply    of  fish';    but    the    inhabitants    of  the 
woods  have  to  hunt  and  climb  trees  for  animals 
and  honey ;  enabled  by   the   parental  hand  of 
Providence  they  effect  this  with  little  labour ; 
armed  with  a  stone  hatchet,  they  cut  a  notch 
in  the  tree  big  enough  to  place  the  ball  of  the 
great  toe,  which  done,  they  take  the  first  step, 
embracing  the  tree  with  one  arm,  and  holding 
the  hatchet  in  the  other,  in  this  situation  the 
next  notch  is  cut  higher  up  for  the  other  foot 
to  rest  on,  and  proceeding  thus  they  reach  as 
high  as  they  wish,  which  is  often  from  eighty 
tq'an  hundred  feet.     The  features  of  the  men 
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are  hard  and  disgusting,  and  the  bone  or  reed 
they  wear  through  the  nose,  added  to  the 
bushy  hair  of  their  heads  and  beards,  render 
them  ahiiost  horrible.  The  females  have  a 
small  portion  of  that  delicacy  the  more  refined 
females  of  civilized  nations  justly  boast;  in- 
deed, even  the  blush  of  shame  has  been  seen 
On  the  dark  cheeks  of  a  female  native  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Their  eyes  are  sunk  in  the  head,  and  covered 
with  thick  eye-brows;  their  noses  are  flat,  with 
very  wide  nostrils;  their  eyes  are  particularly 
good,  and  forms  to  them  the  greatest  acquisi- 
tion, for  if  short-sighted,  they  could  not  avoid 
the  spears  which  would  otherwise  wound,  if 
not  kill  them.  Their  mouths  are  wide,  and  lips 
very  thick  ;  their  teeth  are  in  general  white, 
'sound,  and  even.  Some  of  them  have  pro- 
minent jaws,  and  one  of  them,  called  old 
V\^erahng,  might  Avith  great  ease  pass  for  an 
Orang-Outang. 

Both  sexes  rub  fish-oil  into  their  skins,  which, 
with  the  heat  of  their  own  bodies,  produce  a 
stench  which  by  no  means  accords  with  the 
refined  ideas  of  decency;  but  this  is  used  to 
guard  against  the  musquitoes,  some  of  which 
sting  with  severity  :  however,  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  parts,  some  are  more  beastly  than  others, 
and  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  see  the 
entrails  of  fish  frying  upon  their  heads  in  the 
sun,  till  the  oil  runs  over  the  face  and  body. 
This  unguent  is  deemed  bv  them  of  so  much 
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importance,  that  children    even    of  two  years 
old  are  taught   the  use  of  it.     The  natives  of 
this    country    have    various    ornaments ;    with 
gum  they  fasten  to  their  hair,  fish-bones,  birds, 
feather^,  slips   of  wood,  dogs'    tails,  and    the 
teeth  of  the  kangaroo;  those  on  the  south  of 
Botany  Bay,  plait  the  hair  with  gum,  like  pieces 
of  rope,  and,  occasionally,  they  daub  themselves 
with  red  and  white  clay,  the  latter  previously 
to  dancing,  and  the  former  to  battle.     The  forms 
of  these  imagined  ornaments  are  governed  by 
the  taste  of  the  person ;  and,  really,  those  who 
excel   in    this  plastic    art,  look   like   spectres. 
Scars  are,  by  both  sexes,  deemed  highly  orna- 
mental, inasmuch,  that  they  are  proud  to  have 
wounds  made    with    shells,  and   as  they  keep 
these  open,  the  flesh  grows  up  on  each  side, 
and  then  suffering  it  to  skin  over,  it  forms  the 
honourable   badge    of  a  wale  or  seam.       This 
operation  is  generally  performed  when  young, 
and  though  for  many  years  they  continue  full, 
in  the  decline  of  life  they  become  nearly  invi- 
sible.     The  hole  which  is  bored  through  the 
nose,  between  the  age  of  twelve  and  fifteen,  is 
only  used    on  particular  occasions   to  put  the 
reed  or  bone    in  ;    this    ceremony  is  generally 
confined  to  the  male,  though  there  are  instances 
of  the  females  undergoing  the  same  mutilation. 
The  women  suffer  another  operation  when  in- 
fants, which  is  the  loss  of  two  joints  of  the 
little  finger  on  the  left  hand;  this  is  effected  by 
a  hair  being  tied  round  the  joint,  which  stops 
the  circulation,  when   the   part  drops   off  in 
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consequence  of  mortification ;  very  few  indeed 
escape  this  loss,  and  those  few  who  do,  are 
treated  with  contempt. 

The  men  too  suffer  a  privation,  most  of  them 
lose  the  right  front  tooth,   which  operation  is 
attended    with    numerous    ceremonies.       The 
principals,  who    perform   it,  come  from   Cam- 
mer-ray,  armed  with  shields,  clubs,  and  throw- 
ing sticks,  painted  in  the  form   of  their  tribe ; 
the  ground    selected  for    the  business    is  pre- 
viously  cleared  in  an  oval  figure  of  about  30 
feet    by    20,    and    this    mystic   spot    is    called 
Yoo-Iahng :    the   operators  arrived,  take    their 
position  at  one  end  of  it,  and  at  the  other  end 
the  boys,  generally  to  the  number  of  from  It 
to   20,  and  of  various  ages,  who  are  brought 
by  their  friends    or   relations    to    undergo  the 
ceremony,  which  initiates  them  into  the  liber- 
ties of  men  as  soon  as  they  are  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties.     The  ceremony  then  begins, 
from  the  opposite  end  of  the  Yoo-lahng  the 
armed   party   advance,    singing   and   clattering 
their  shields   and    spears,  and   with  their  feet 
kicking    up    dust    enough    to  hide  and  choak 
every  body  around  them  ;  on  nearly  reaching  the 
children,  one  of  the  armed  men  steps  forward, 
and,  seizing  a  lad,  returns  to  his  party,  who  hail 
him  by  a  shout,  shewing,  at  the  s^me  time,  a  de- 
termination to  keep  and  protect  the  victim ;  in 
this,  way  the  whole  are  taken  and  seated  on  the 
opposite  end  of  the  Yoo-lahng,  each  with  his 
legs  crossed  under  him,  holding  down  his  head 
and  clasping  his  hands.     Miserable  as  this  situ- 
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ation  must  be,  it  is  not  to  be  altered  diiriDg 
the  night,  and  till  all  the  Ceremony  concludes, 
no  refreshment  is  to  be  given  them.  As  the 
natives  are  well  aware,  that  the  knocking  out 
the  tooth  is  attended  with  considerable  pain, 
the  performers  of  the  m3'stic  rites  are  found 
cunning-  enough  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
those  about  to  sutfer,  that  on  their  being  deli- 
vered of  a  bone,  for  which  farce  they  conceal 
one  in  a*  girdle,  that  the  operation  will  be  ef- 
fected with  a  proportionate  degree  of  ease,  as 
they  suffer  the  greater  degree  of  pain.  Thus 
one  falls  on  the  grouua,  and  draws  himself 
into  every  form  that  ideal  pain  can  invent,  and 
while  in  this  state,  some  dance,  some  sing, 
and  some  beat  him,  till  he  produces  the  u  on- 
derful  bone  that  is  to  perform  the  operation  with 
little  or  no  pain.  This  closes  the  first  act  of  the 
farce,  and  with  it  generally  closes  the  day.        .'el 

Towards  sun-rise,  the  next  morning,  the  party 
advance  into  the  Yoo-lahng,  shouting,  and  run*- 
ning  three  times  round  it. 

The  operators  now  parade  round  the  -Yool' 
lahng,  on  their  hands  and  feet  like  dogs,  with  a 
wooden  sword  in  the  girdle,  which,  from  the 
position  it  takes  behind,  serves  to  represent  the 
tail;  this  is  meant  to  endow  them  with  the 
good  qualities  of  that  animal.  The  next  cere- 
mony is,  one  brings  into  the  circle  a  kangaroo, 
made  of  grass,  and  a  second  a  load  of  brusli^ 
wood,  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  him  to  have 
some  in  his  nose.  These  are  laid  at  the  feet  o 
the  young  men,  and  the  bearers  retire.     By  this 
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form  they  are  supposed  to  have  the  power  of 
killing  the  animal  given  them,  and  the  brush- 
wood is  the  retreat  of  the  kangaroo. — The 
following  scene  is  to  shew  them  one  of  the 
exercises,  hunting  the  kangaroo  ;  for  this  pur- 
pose they  leave  the  boys  some  time,  arid  taking 
off  the  sword,  or  dog's-tail,  they  fasten  some 
long  grass  to  the  girdles,  and  approach  the 
circle  as  a  herd  of  kangaroos,  jumping  along  to 
the  music  of  a  shield,  beat  with  a  club.  On 
reaching  the  Yoo-lahng,  they  pass  the  boys, 
then  throwing  away  the  grass  tails,  each  takes 
up  a  boy  and  carries  him  off  to  the  next  scene, 
which  is  opened  by  several  laying  on  the 
ground.  The  boys  are  then  made  to  stand 
together;  at  each  end  sits  a  man  on  the  stump 
of  a  tree,  with  his  arms  extended  :  as  the  boys 
make  towards  these,  the  men  begin  to  stare  and 
loll  out  their  tongues  ;  the  boys  are  now  led 
over  the  men,  who  then  make  a  noise  like 
thunder  at  a  great  distance.  This  is  meant  to 
make  them  brave  men.  The  whole  party 
then  stop,  and  the  boys  are  set  down.  At  the 
same  time,  the  performers  arm  with  spear 
and  shield  ;  the  whole  then  poise  and  present 
their  spears,  at  every  third  stroke  which  one 
gives  his  shield  with  a  club,  who  stands  in  the 
centre.  This  is  to  shew  the  use  of  the  spear 
to  the  youths.  The  scene  that  follows,  is  the 
ceremony  of  knocking  out  the  tooth.  A  native 
sits  on  the  grass,  and  a  lad  is  seated  on  his 
shoulders.  Now  the  mystic  bone  is  produced  to 
lance  the  gum,  for  which  purpose   it  is  made 
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simrp;  a  stick  is  then  with  great  ceremony  cut 
at  some  distance  from  the  end,  and  laid  on 
tree,  then  three  aims  are  taken  before  it  is 
struck,  when  the  gum  is  cut,  the  operator  puts 
the  sharp  point  of  the  stick  on  the  tooth,  and 
with  a  stone  in  the  other  hand,  after  making 
three  aims,  he  hits  the  stick,  and  out  falls  the 
tooth,  generally  as  perfect  as  if  drawn  by  a 
dentist.  The  lad  is  then  taken  away,  that  the 
gum  may  be  healed  by  his  friends,  who  dress 
him,  as  he  must  for  some  time  appear;  which 
dress  consists  of  a  girdle,  a  wooden  sword,  and 
a  ligature  round  his  head;  for  that  day  he  must 
neither  eat  nor  speak,  and  his  left  hand  must  be 
kept  up  to  his  mouth. 

It  is  deemed  honourable  to  bear  this  operation 
without  any  sign  of  dissatisfaction,  but  for  fear 
all  should  not  have  fortitude  enough  to  bear  it, 
the  assistants  make  a  great  noise. 

It  is  curious  that  the  sufferer  adds  to  his 
own  name  that  of  the  person,  on  whose  shoulders 
he  sits  to  have  the  operation  performed. 

The  ceremony  being  ended,  and  the  youths 
all  dressed  alike,  they  sit  down,  and  on  a  sud- 
den given  signal,  they  rise  and  rush  into  the 
town,  which  is  just  by,  and  drive  every  body 
before  them.  These  are  now  allowed  to  use 
the  spear  and  shield,  and  accepted  as  men. 

One  good  quality  these  people  certainly  pos- 
sess, which  is,  that  if  a  man  and  his  wife,  on 
any  occasion,  quarrel,  no  one  takes  the  least 
notice  of  it,  each  present  minds  his  own  business 
without  casting  even  a  look,  at;  the  wrangling 
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pair.  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best  lessons 
these  savages  afford  to  civilized  society;  and  in 
this  instance  the  children  of  nature  shew  more 
sense  than  those  of  refinement.  ' '  •"■'■'     -   -^  ■  ■ 

The  men  fish  with  a  fish-gig,  6r"^jieaf,  ivhi'cih 
they  are  very  dexterous  in  the  use  of.  1  he  fish- 
gig  is  about  twelve  feet  long,  which  they  can 
lengthen  by  joints,  according  to  the  depth  of 
the  water.  At  the  end  they  have  two,  three, 
or  four  barbed  prongs,  with  a  hook  of  a  fish  or 
other  bone;  soLnetimes,  in  fine  weather,  a  man 
will  lay  across  his  canoe  with  his  facp  in  or  near 
the  watt^r,  and  his  fish-gig  ready  for  darting: 
thus  they  watch  for  prey,  and  seldom  miss 
their  aim.  The  women  are  employed  in  the 
canoes  with  lines  and  hooks;  the  lines  are  made 
of  the  bark  of  trees,  the  hooks,  like  those  used 
by  the  men,  are  made  of  bits  of  shells  and  birds 
talons,  in  one  of  their  miserable  canoes,  which 
is  seldom  more  than  six  inches  iVom  the  surface 
of  the  water,  washing  the  edge  nearly  in  surf, 
which  would  frighten  many  seamen  in  a  good 
vessel';  the  youngest  child,  if  very  small,  lies 
in  its.mother's  lap,  froih  vVHehce  it  cannot  fall, 
though  she  is  busy  fishing,  as  she  sits  in  the 
bottom  of  the  canoe,  with  her  knees  up  to  her 
breast;  thus,  between  her  knees  and  body,  the 
child  is  secure.  The  men  also  dive  and  procure 
fish  from  the  rocks  under  water,  where  they 
often  remain  a  considerable  tiriie;  when  rising 
to  the  surface  they  throw  on  shore  v/hat  they 
have  gained,  to  a  person  who  attends  to  dress  it 
by  broiling  on  a  fire  kept  ready  for  that  purpose. 


7  ramry^'^^M/M 
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They  have  a  curious  way  of  catching  birds. 
A  native  will,  in  the  heat  of  the  sun,  lay  down 
as  if  asleep,  holding  a  bit  of  fish  in  his  hand; 
the  bird  seeing  the  bait,  seizes  on  the  fish,  and 
the  native  then  catches  it. 

The  spirit  of  retaliation,  and  ideas  of  honour 
they  entertain,  produces  some  singular  circum- 
stances, of  which  the  following  is  one:  A 
native  of  Botany  Bay  had  been  beaten  by  two 
natives  of  another  tribe,  one  of  these  was  in 
return  to  be  beaten  by  him;  for  this  purpose  a 
parly  attended  over  night  at  the  edge  of  a 
stream,  near  the  settlement,  to  dance,  which 
they  continued  doing  till  past  twelve  o'clock  ; 
the  man  who  was  to  be  beat  danced  with  the 
iest,  and  then  lay  down  among  them.  The 
next  morning,  while  he  was  asleep  at  the  foot 
of  a  tree,  the  one  who  was  to  beat  him,  and  an- 
other, armed  with  spears  and  clubs,  rushed  on 
him;  one  threw  his  spear  at  him,  but  missed 
his  object,  when  the  other  gave  him  two  blows 
with  his  club.  This  awoke  hiin,  he  got  up,  but 
being  unarmed,  he  sorrowfully  hung  down  his 
head ;  ^o  more  blows  were  given,  and  his 
enemy  wiped  the  blood  from  his  wounds  with 
some  grass :  after  this  they  were  friends,  for 
having  satisfied  his  revenge  he  forgot  the  injury 
he  formerly  received. 

The  great  trouble  they  have  in  obtaining  fire 
makes  them  seldom  be  without  it :  when  it  so 
happens,  a  number  seat  themselves  in  a  circle, 
and  as  it  is  a  work  of  great  labour,  each  takes  a 

X*  D 
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turn  when  the  other  is  tired.  It  is  performed 
by  fixing  the  cylindrical  piece  of  wood  in  a 
hollow  made  in  a  plane,  the  round  part  is  then 
twirled  round  swiftly  between  both  the  hands, 
sliding  them  up  and  down,  and  thus  it  goes 
round  till  the  wished-for  fire  is  produced. 

The  men  often  singe  the  beard,  which  is 
deemed  one  of  the  most  painful  operations  they 
can  undergo. 

These  people,  whose  natural  capacity  so  little 
can  be  urged  in  favour  of,  display  in  some 
cases  extraordinary  ingenuity,  for  various 
figures  have  been  discovered,  cut  on  the  surface 
of  large  stones,  representing  themselves  in  dif- 
ferent attitudes,  their  canoes,  fish,  and  animals; 
and  when  the  rudeness  of  the  instruments  they 
must  necessarily  have  used  is  considered,  they 
exhibit  perhaps,  generally  speaking,  as  strong 
likenesses  as  many  portraits  painted  by  our  own 
artists  in  England. 

The  natives  had  no  conception  of  boiling 
water  originally,  for  when  the  crew  of  a  boat 
'  were  boiling  some  fish,  a  native,  while  our 
people  were  at  a  little  distance,  put  his  hand  in 
to  get  some  fish,  and  was  of  course  scalded,  and 
much  astonished. 

Both  the  male  apd  female  natives  are  particu- 
larly filthy  in  their  food,  indeed  they  care  not 
what  they  devour,  even  the  vermin  from  the 
head,  and  maggots  from  trees,  they  deem  a  great 
relish  ;  and  not  content  vi'ith  what  may  come 
in  their  way  by  chance,  they  throw  pieces  of 
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wood  at  the  end  of  a  line  into  the  water  to 
catch  worms,  maggots,  and  other  vermin. 

Though  a  trivial  offence  in  their  ideas  jus- 
tifies the  murder  of  each  other,  they  highly 
reprobate  the  crime,  when  committed  without 
what  they  esteem  a  just  cause,  and  the  relations 
of  the  slain  seek  redress  by  retahation. 

The  colour  of  the  natives  is  by  no  means 
uniform,  some  are  of  a  copper  colour,  while 
others  are  perfectly  black,  but  so  filthy  are  they 
in  their  persons,  that  their  appearance  is  gene- 
rally that  of  dirty  ,lplack  ;  when  first  born  the 
skin  is  of  a  red  hue,  which  in  a  few  weeks  turns 
to  the  colour  of  the  parents,  and  then  it  nevei 
changes  again. 

DWELLINGS. 

Those  who  repose  on  the  soft  pillow  of  ease 
will  doubtless  pity  the  situation  of  these  savages; 
to  the  regular-built  house,  the  protecting  door, 
and  the  refreshing  bed  they  are  equally  strangers. 
The  miserable  huts  in  which  these  people  exist 
are  made  of  the  barks  of  trees,  placed  with  both 
ends  on  the  ground.  Those  near  the  coast 
are  larger  than  those  in  the  woods,  which  are 
generally  formed  only  of  one  bark,  and  shelter 
one  person,  while  the  large  ones  hold  five  or 
six.  At  the  mouth  of  each  dwelling  is,  in  most 
cases,  a  nest  of  insects,  drawn  together  by  the 
bones  and  remnants  of  their  food,  and  close  to 
the  hut  is  the  fire  which  renders  it  smoky. 
Accidents    by   fire    are    frequent,  many   burn 


20  HISTORY    OF 

their  toes  and  legs  while  asleep,  and  so  very 
difficult  are  they  to  awaken,  that  a  child  is 
often  seriously  burnt  while  sleeping  in  the  arnns 
of  the  mother.  Excavations  in  the  rocks,  also 
serve  them  for  dwellings,  which  afford  them 
protection  from  both  wind  and  rain  ;  in  these 
caves  they  mix  without  discrimination,  and  if 
undisturbed  enjoy  the  comforts  of  sleep. 

These  people  certainly  have  fewer  ideas  of 
building  any  place  to  shelter  them  from  the 
weather  than  any  savages  ever  discovered,  for 
those  who  build  the  bark  l^uts  are  very  few 
compared  to  the  whole.  Generally  speaking, 
they  prefer  the  ready  made  habitations  they  find 
in  the  rocks,  which  perfectly  accords  with  the 
roving  manner  in  which  they  live,  for  they 
never  stay  long  in  one  situation,  and  as  they 
travel  in  tribes  together,  even  making  the  bark 
huts  would  engage  them  more  time  than  they 
would  be  happy  on  one  spot. 

CHILDREN. 

Among  the  natives  of  this  country,  neither 
the  midwife,  or  man-midwife,  would  find  any 
employ,  for  females  receive  no  assistance,  and 
women  only  are  suffered  to  be  present,  as  the 
children  are  suffered  to  come  into  the  world  by 
the  efforts  of  nature,  and  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
common to  see  the  woman  a  few  hours  after  her 
delivery  walking  about  as  usual.  The  new-bora 
infant  is  carried  about  a  short  time  by  the  mo- 
ther on  a  piece  of  bark,  till  it  acquires  strength 
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.  nough  to  sit  on  her  shoulders  with  its  legs 
round  her  neck,  and  lay  hold  of  her  hair  to 
keep  itself  up.  The  children  are  named  after 
some  fish,  bird,  or  beast.  At  an  early  ^ge  they 
have  the  ornaments  of  the  hair  added  to  them, 
as  well  as  those  of  clay  on  the  skin. 

JUVENILE    SPORTS. 

The  sports  of  the  native  children  are  minia- 
ture exhibitions  of  the  exercises  of  men,  from 
an  early  age  they  practise  the  throwing  the 
spear  and  defending  themselves  from  it ;  and 
almost  from  eight  years  old  till  they  realize  the 
scene,  they  amuse  themselves  with  stealing  the 
females,  as  their  fathers  have  formerly  their 
mothers,  and  treating  them  little  better.  These 
are  the  sports  of  the  youths  ;  but  they  are  em- 
ployed assisting  in  fishing  and  the  ciiace  at  an 
early  age. 

Children  feel  themselves  capable  of  receiving 
an  insult,  for  even  if  at  play  a  blow  or  push  of 
greater  force  than  seems  requisite  is  given,  they 
return  one  of  the  same  kind  with  an  equal  spirit 
of  retaliation  as  the  men.  The  children  have  a 
talent  for  mimicry,  in  which  they  take  great 
delight ;  the  air  of  a  soldier,  the  importance  of 
an  officer,  the  skulking  way  of  lazy  convicts, 
indeed  every  thing  that  passes  they  mimic  with 
great  exactness,  and  if  they  succeed  in  endea- 
vouring to  please,  and  draw  forth  the  smile  of 
approbation,  they  laugh  themselves  immode- 
ratelv. 
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DISPOSITIONS. 

Lavater  himself  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  at  a  loss  to  assign  any  general  national 
character  in  a  case  like  the  present,  for  the 
dispositions  of  these  people  are  paradoxi- 
cal ;  they  are  brutal  and  generous,  selfish  and 
liberal,  revengeful  and  forgiving,  jealous  and 
unsuspecting  , courageous  and  cowardly,  open 
and  cunning;  with  all  these  powerful  opposi- 
tions it  is  hard  to  give  any  general  idea  of  na- 
tional character,  at  least  any  of  a  favourable 
kind.  Their  partiality  to  revenge  by  murder, 
must  ever  be  detestable  to  refined  nations,  as 
well  as  the  cruel  manner  in  which  men  behave 
to  the  women  ;  yet  they  have  constancy  to  en- 
dure pain,  and  courage  to  fight  either  singly  or 
in  the  field.  There  is  little  reason  to  suspect 
they  were  honest  before  we  came  among  them, 
or  if  they  were,  they  (like  too  many  others, 
when  opportunity  offers)  soon  became  expert 
thieves. 

No  strangers  to  falsehood  and  its  effects  on 
the  minds  of  others,  they  endeavour  to  impress 
all  they  say  as  truth,  by  earnestly  wishing  us  to 
believe  that  all  we  hear  from  others  is  false. 
They  are  not  insusceptible  of  friendship  or  of 
sorrow,  but  neither  is  lasting  ;  even  the  love  of 
themselves  extends  no  further  than  the  present 
instant,  they  know  not  of  to-morrow.  They 
eat  and  sleep,  they  awake  and  seek  food,  though 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  make  their  females  sit  in 
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their  canoes  to  catch  fish  while  they  sleep;  thus 
at  once  shewing  their  absolute  power  and  indo- 
lence. 

The  kind  submissive  way  in  which  they  be- 
have, on  meeting  any  of  our  people  armed,  would 
make  any  stranger  *  think  himself  among  his 
friends;  but  if  he  meets  the  same  people,  when 
without  arms,  he  is  nearly  sure  of  being  killed.  : 

They  have  some  little  knowledge  of  astro- 
nomy, but  of  the  form  of  the  earth  they  have 
none;  and  the  sun  they  imagine  returns  by 
night  from  the  journey  of  the  day. 

The  respect  they  pay  to  old  age,  from  what- 
ever cause  it  may  arise,  is  a  credit  to  them,  and 
they  carry  this  to  a  great  height  if  the  object 
happens  to  be  blind,  for  in  that  case  nobody  is 
suffered  to  stand  before  him,  and  when  rowed 
in  a  canoe,  the  rower  is  obliged  to  sit  behind 
him. 

Taking  them  thus,  "  with  all  their  imperfec- 
tions on  their  heads,"  we  have  a  right  to  pre- 
sume that  when  equally  enlightened,  they  mav 
become  equally  possessed  of  those  refined  qua- 
lifications, which,  at  present,  render  Europeans 
their  superiors. 

DRESS. 

The  females  at  an  early  age  wear  a  little 
apron,  made  from  the  skin  of  the  opposum  or 
kangaroo,  cut  into  slips,  and  hanging  a  few 
inches  from  the  waist;  this  they  wear  till  they 
grow  up  and  are   taken  by  men.  and   then  they 
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are  left  off;  this  is  truly  savasre.  It  is  curious 
that  those  parents  who  think  any  clothing  de- 
cent for  their  children,  should  afterwards  suffer 
them  to  go  in  a  state  of  nature  by  setting  the 
example  themselves. 

The  men  and  women  setdom  wear  any  thing 
on  them,  and  though  clothes  have  often  been 
given  them,  they  are  always  thrown  away. 

Some  few  who  are  in  the  habit  of  being  much 
among  us,  do  now  tie  a  kind  of  bandage  round 
the  waist;  but  these  are  so  few  as  by  no  means 
to  entitle  them  to  be  considered  as  any  thing 
more  than  a  nation  of  nasty  naked  savages. 


PROPERTY. 

That  happiness  is  obliged  to  result  from  pro- 
perty, is  by  no  means  true,  for  few  savages  have 
less  to  call  their  own,  than  those  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  yet  they  are  perfectly  happy ;  this  arises 
from  only  seeking  what  is  requisite  to  satisfy  na- 
ture, and  any  thing  more  they  will  not  keep ;  thus 
the  property  thesepeople  possess  are  their  canoes, 
spears,  shields,  clubs,  hatchets,  fish-gigs,  and 
lines  ;  but  some  have  informed  us  of  hereditary 
property  which  they  have  retained  undisturbed. 
'The  Goat  Island,  (called  by  them  Me-mel,) 
close  to  Sydney  Cove,  was  said  to  be  the  pro- 
{perty  of  Bennillong's  father;  on  our  settling 
ih^re  he  called  it  his,  and  took  great  pleasure  in 
teing  there  with  his  wife. 
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LANGUAGE. 


The  impossibility  of  giving  any  perfect  idea 

of  a  savage  language  induces  me  to  abandon 

such  an  attempt,  but  as   many  of  the  natives' 

words   must  of  necessity   be  introduced,  they 

-will  be  explained  as  they  occur. 

The  language  certainly  affords  to  the  ear  in 
many  cases  an  agreeable  harmony,  and  as  they 
generally  suit  their  "  actions  to  their  words,'* 
they  are  more  intelligible  than  might  be  ex- 
pected; it  is  however  to  be  lamented,  that  in 
these  endeavours  to  be  understood,  they  too 
often  lay  aside  "  the  modesty  of  Nature/'  and 
thus  they  disgust  and  please  at  the  same  in- 
stant. 

The  natives  imitate  any  thing  said  by  the 
English  very  correctly,  indeed  so  much  so,  that 
they  have  even  sung  songs  after  our  people, 
though  on  the  contrary  we  do  not  find  it  an 
easy  task  to  imitate  them. 


WEAPONS. 

Weapons  for  offensive  and  defensive  war- 
fare, as  well  as  for  fishing  and  the  chace,  have 
at  all  times  been  found  with  savasfes. 

Spears,  throwing  sticks,  fish-gigs,  shields, 
and  clubs  are  their  weapons. 

1*  E      . 
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Of  the  spear  they  have  eight  sorts,  exclusive 
offish-gigs,  for  each  of  which  they  have  a  sepa- 
rate name,  differing  only  for  the  purpose  of 
distinguishing  the  number  of  barbed  points. 

In  the  use  of  these  they  are  very  expert, 
often  hitting  the  object  they  aim  at,  from  a  dis- 
tance of  .50,  60,  and  70  feet. 
■  The  throwing  stick  is  used  in  discharging 
the  spear.  This  instrument  is  from  2  to  3 
feet  in  length,  with  a  shell  on  one  end,  and  a 
hook  on  the  other. 

They  have  two  sorts  of  shields,  one  made  of 
bark  and  the  other  of  solid  wood. 

Of  clubs  they  have  various  sorts,  some  are 
very  large  and  long,  which  strike  with  such 
violence,  as  often  to  fracture  the  skull,  and 
always  bring  a  woman  to  the  ground. 

The  stone  hatchet  must  by  no  means  be 
forgot,  as  this  has  proved  the  most  dreadful  to 
our  people.  The  stone  which  forms  the  head 
is  fastened  to  the  wooden  handle  with  gum. 

Their  instruments  are  generally  ornamented 
with  carved  work,  executed  in  the  best  style 
they  are  capable  of,  and  painted  with  red  and 
white  clay  in  the  same  way  as  they  decorate 
their  persons. 


FUNERAL  RITES. 

Among  every  class  of  human  beings,  deatfi 
has  a  serious  effect  on  the  mind,  and  every  na- 
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tion,  either  civilized  or  savage,  has  a  ceremony 
particularly  solemn  for  the  occasion  ;  whether 
this  arises  from  the  knowledge  of  revealed  religi- 
on with  the  enlightened,  or  from  the  finer  feelings 
of  a  savage,  who  knows  that  he  can  enjoy  no 
future  comforts  with  a  person  he  may  have  been 
accustomed  to  live,  it  is  equally  entitled  to 
our  respect,  for  it  has  an  almost  equal  effect 
on  the  mind,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  heart 
of  a  savage  in  New  South  Wales  generally  feels 
an  anguish  on  such  occasions  that  would  do 
infinite  credit  to  a  polished  European. 

Those  who  die  young  are  consigned  to  the 
grave,  but  those  who  have  passed  the  middle 
age  are  burnt. 

Previous  to  the  body  being  either  buried  or 
burnt,  it  is  carried  about  in  a  canoe  on  men's 
shoulders,  preceded  by  others  who  carry  tufts 
of  grass  in  their  hands  ;  the  head  of  the  corpse 
is  carried  foremost,  and  when  it  passes  any  hut 
the' deceased  has  been  accustomed  to  frequent, 
a  child  is  taken  up  in  the  arms  of  a  man  and  pre- 
sented towards  the  corpse  as  a  mark  of  respect. 
W  hen  the  body  reaches  the  place  of  interment, 
it  is  deposited  in  a  grave  about  six  inches  deep, 
strewed  with  grass  and  leaves ;  on  laying  the 
corpse  in  the  grave,  great  care  is  taken  to  place 
it  so  that  the  sun  may  look  at  it  as  he  passes. 
The  grave  is  then  covered  in,  and  boughs  and 
grass  laid  on  the  top,  and  over  that  they  lay  a 
log  of  wood.  Thus  every  rite  performed,  some 
pf  the  men  lay  an  injunction  on  the  women  to 
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prevent  their  eating  any  fish  or  meat  that  day. 
During  the  whole  ceremony,  the  name  of  the 
deceased  is  never  mentioned,  and  the  niaht 
after,  two  natives  sit  up  to  watch  the  grave. 

And  svhen  the  body  is  to  be  burnt,  the  cere- 
mony is  the  same  till  it  reaches  the  s^rave,  in 
which  is  laid  tv»^igs  and  brush-wood,  large  logs 
being  piled  round  it,  about  three  feet  high; 
some  grass  is  spread  over  the  pile,  the  body 
is  then  put  on  it,  with  its  head  to  tke  North  ; 
logs  of  wood  are  then  placed  over  the  whole, 
which  is  instantly  set  fire  to  and  consumed. 
The  next  day  the  ashes  are  raked  together,  co- 
vered with  mould,  over  which  is  placed  the  bark 
of  a  tree. 

They  have  a  truly  horrid  accompaniment  to 
these  ceremonies,  when  a  mother  leaves  a  young 
child,  and  no  one  can  be  found  to  nurse  and 
suckle  it ;  which  is,  for  the  father,  or  nearest  re- 
lation, to  place  the  child  in  the  grave  directly 
after  the  mother,  and  dashing  a  large  stone  on 
the  infant,  the  grave  is  instantly  covered  up  by 
the  natives,  and  thus  both  are  burnt  together. 
To  this  cause  may  be  partly  assigned  the 
great  want  of  population  among  the  natives. 
This  cruel  ceremony  is  however  never  per- 
formed if  any  nurse  can  be  found,  or  any  person 
will  engage  to  become  its  father,  though  its 
real  father  is  alive  :  a  man  thus  agreeing  to 
become  a  father  to  the  child,  in  case  of  the 
mother*s  death,  reminds  me  nearly  of  what  we 
call  godfathers,  only  with   this  truly  essential 
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difference ;  that  the  savage  godfathers,  as  I 
shall  call  them,  of  New  South  Wales,  really  do 
their  duty,  while  the  European  godfathers,  like 
greater  savages,  let  them,  generally  speaking, 
take  their  chance  in  the  world. 


GOVERNMENT. 

The  natives  live  in  a  state  of  nature,  and 
acknowledge  one  authority.  They  are  divided 
into  families,  and  t\ie  senior  exacts  compliance 
from  the  rest.  This  was  soon  discovered  after 
our  arrival ;  for  when  we  met  a  family  unknown 
tons,  the  oldest  advanced  to  speak  to  us, and  to 
these  old  men  they  apply  the  name  of  (Be  anna) 
or  father,  by  which  name  they  called  Governor 
Phillip,  and  all  those  they  saw  our  people  pay 
obedience  to.  When  any  of  these  elders  came 
among  us,  it  was  instantly  whispered,  with  an 
eagerness  which  drew  our  attention,  and  im- 
pressed on  our  minds  an  idea  that  we  beheld 
some  one  of  consequence. 

Each  of  the  families  into  which  the  natives 
are  divided,  have  a  nominal  place  of  residence, 
though  they  seldom  stay  Jong  thereat  onetime, 
and  from  this  is  derived  the  tribe's  name. 

The  tribe  of  Cam-mer-ray  is  the  most  power- 
ful and  numerous,  obliging  the  others  to  do,as 
they  like  ;  they  are  more  robust  than  the  others, 
and  it  is  this  tribe  who  are  the  operators  in  ex- 
tracting the  tooth  from  the  natives. 


30  HISTORY  or 

All  great  contests  are  decided,  when  these 
persons  of  the  Cam-mer-ray  ti  ibe  are  present. 

Yet  all  this  respect,  the  other  inhabitants  pay 
to  those  of  Cam-mer-ray,  seems  to  arise  from 
their  vast  superiority  of  numbers;  and  this  is 
not  the  only  part  of  the  world  where  numbers 
have  gained  power  over  few  ;  but  seldom  are 
they,  like  the  Cam-mer-ray  tribe,  content  witli 
the  tribute  of  a  single  tooth  from  each  of  the 
vanquished. 


RELIGION. 

Most  countries  have  a  religion  of  some 
kind,  but  the  inhabitants  of  New  South 
Wales  have  naturally  none ;  they  have  no  ob- 
ject on  their  mind^  that  impels  them  to  good 
actions  or  deters  them  from  bad;  they  have  a 
confused  ideaof  a  future  state,  but  it  by  no  means 
affects  their  actions.  Some  think  they  go  over 
the  great  water,  meaning  the  sea,  when  they  die, 
and  others  expect  to  go  to  the  skies  where  they 
came  from,  and  that  in  the  shape  of  little  children, 
jn  which  shape  they  will  re-appear  in  this  world 
at  somefuture  time.  That  they  well  know  the  dif- 
ference between  right  and  wrong,  as  far  as  con- 
cerns this  world,  is  evident,  for  if  anybody  does 
them  an  injury  they  exclaim  wee-re  (bad)  ;  but 
if  any  person  does  them  a  service,  bood-jer-re^ 
(good).  This  proves  they  not  only  understand  a 
difference,  but  have  words  to  express  it. 
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DISEASES. 


In  all  ages,  diseases  have  been  the  compa- 
nions of  mortals,  and  the  natives  of  New  South 
Wales  have  their  share;  most  nations  have  their 
cures,  and  all  attempt  to  cure  the  maladies  by 
which  they  suffer.  A  pain  in  the  belly  they 
cured  formerly  by  breathing  on  the  hand  to  warm 
it,  and  applying  it  to  the  part  affected,  singing 
a  suitable  song  to  the  occasion,  and  keeping 
the  mouth  near  the  affected  part,  frequently 
stopping  to  blow  on  it,  and  making  a  noise, 
after  blowing,  like  the  barking  of  a  dog;  but 
our  settling  there  rendered  this  useless,  as  tinc- 
ture of  rhubarb  saves  this  trouble. 

In  1789,  a  disorder  in  appearance  like  the 
small-pox,  raged  with  incredible  violence. 
Some  gentlemen  of  the  colony  took  a  native  to 
the  beach  to  find  his  former  companions,  and 
so  much  did  his  agony  and  expression  affect 
them,  that  it  will  never  be  effaced  from  their 
minds;  with  an  anxious  eye  he  searched  round 
every  cove,  no  print  of  a  human  foot  was  to  be 
seen  on  the  sand;  the  caves  in  the  rocks  were 
now  the  tombs  of  the  dead,  and  not  one  living 
soul  was  l>o  be  seen — all  had  flown — in  the 
silent  agony  of  grief  he  lifted  up  his  hands,  and 
then  exclaimed,  "  all  dead!  all  dead!"  and  in 
mournful  sorrow  again  hung  down  his  head,  nor 
did  he  hft  it  up  again  during   the  excursion. 
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This  poor  fellow  at  length  suffered  the  fate  of 
his  companions ;  for  on  some  of  the  natives 
being  brought  to  the  colony,  he  caught  the 
disease  and  died.  With  such  violence  did  this 
disorder  rage,  that  the  country  seemed  desolate, 
and  one  w^hole  tribe  of  natives  were  swept  off, 
except  three  persons. 

It  is  remarkable  that  though  Sydney  was  full 
of  children  at  that  time,  and  they  visited  those 
natives  that  were  ill,  not  one  caught  it. 

Those  on  the  coast  have  a  disorder  very  much 
like  the  itch,  soAnetimes  it  is  very  general ;  in 
1791,  it  raged  so  much  that  many  came  to  the 
colony  in  a  shocking  state,  and  every  native 
seen  had  it  with  more  or  less  violence. 

The  venereal  disease,  there  is  every  reason  to 
imagine,  they  were  not  ignorant  of  before  they 
knew  us,  but  if  they  were,  our  arrival  will  ac- 
count for  its  appearance  shortly  after,  though 
every  care  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  was 
taken  to  prevent  it.  However,  an  intercourse 
between  the  people  soon  took  place,  a  native 
woman  had  a  child  by  a  white  man  ;  but  per- 
ceivins:  the  child  incline  more  to  white  than 
thje  colour  of  her  other  children,  she  held  the 
little  unfortunate  over  the  fire  in  the  smoke, 
rubbing  dirt  and  oil  over  its  body,  to  give  it 
the  wished-for  hue. 

When  they  have  a  pain  in  any  part,  they  tie 
a  ligature  very  tight  round  the  part,  and  thus 
stopping  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  give  ease 
to  the  part  affected. 
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SUPERSTITION. 


That  these  people  should  be  superstitious 
must  be  naturally  expected  ;  they  are  certainly 
superior  to  brutes,  and  all  those  in  the  interme- 
diate steps  from  ignorance  to  knowledge  must 
ever  be  so,  and  perhaps  there  are  many  who 
value  their  own  refined  knowledge  that  are  not 
totally  fi'ee  from  this  weakness.  The  Cam- 
mer-ray  car-rah-dy  (priest)  who  performed  the 
operation  of  producing  the  bone  in  the  tooth- 
drawing  ceremony,  would  alone  establish  the 
fact,  but  others  as  strong  can  be  produced. 

A  native  who  had  been  wounded  by  a  spear 
met  with  one  of  these  conjurors  before  it  was 
well,  who  made  him  believe  he  had  still  the 
barb  in  his  side ;  however,  to  shew  his  vast  power, 
he  pretended  to  take  out  what  was  not  there, 
and  sent  the  poor  fellow  away  satisfied  with  his 
§reat  importance. 

One  of  the  female  natives  who  lived  in  the 
Colony  had  been  out  and  returned  ill,  though 
nothing  seemed  to  be  the  matter  with  her;  but 
she  said  one  of  the  Cam-mer-ray  women  had 
made  water  in  a  path  she  was  obliged  to  come 
over,  and  this  made  her  ill;  however,  it  had 
such  an  effect  on  her  weak  mind  that  she  did 
not  recover,  though  Mr.  A¥hite  kindly  bled  her 
in  the  arm;  but  the  disease  which  superstition 
caused  was  overcome  by  the  same  weakness, 
,which  was  effected  by  her  being  placed  on  the 
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ground,  and  a  string  tied  round  her  head,  the 
other  end  of  the  line  was  taken  by  a  girl,  who 
Tubbed  her  lips  with  it  till  they  bled ;  this  she 
spit  into  some  water  on  one  side  of  her,  while 
the  poor  girl  round  whose  head  the  string  went, 
imagined  it  came  from  her,  conveyed  by  the 
string. 

They  never  broil  fish  at  night,  because  they 
think  the  wind  will  blow  a  contrary  way  to 
what  they  want  it.       * 

They  will  not  whistle  under  a  rock,  having 
a  tradition  that  some  of  the  natives  did,  while 
feasting  under  one,  and  it  fell  from  a  great 
height  and  crushed  them  to  death. 

After  these  it  is  hardly  requisite  to  say,  that 
they  believe  in  spirits.  An  apparition,  they  say, 
advances  slowly,  with  its  hand  in  a  line  with 
its  face,  and  seizes  the  person  it  intends  to  visit 
by  the  throat. 

The  repository  of  the  dead,  and  even  the 
darkness  of  the  night  are  too  powerful  for  their 
fears. 

Those  indeed  who  can  encounter  these  seem- 
ing perils,  are  esteemed  proper  persons  to  be- 
come Car-rah-dys. 

The  shooting  of  a  star,  and  thunder  and  light- 
iiing  they  fear  much. 

LOVE   AND  MARRIAGE. 

Those  who  delight  in  sentimental  love  tales 
wil!  probably  be  disgusted  with  the  male  na- 
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tives  of  New  South  A¥ales,  for  their  conduct  to 
women  renders  them  considerably  inferior  to 
the  brute  creation ;  indeed  nothing  but  having 
promised  to  give  a  faithful  accoant  of  all  their 
customs  induces  me  to  state  what  I  now  find 
become  my  duty. 

Strangers  to  the  finer  passions,  they  seek  only 
the  gratification  of  their  brutal  desires;  yet,  like 
other  savages,  they  have  customs  peculiar  to 
themselves  on  these  occasions.  In  obtaining  a 
female  partner  the  first  step  they  take,  romantic  as 
it  may  seem,  is  to  fix  on  some  female  of  a  tribe  at 
emnity  with  their  own ;  this  done,  the  lover,  as  we 
must  now  esteem  him,  seeks  to  find  his  intended 
unprotected  by  her  friends,  when  he  steals  upon, 
the  unsuspecting  woman.  The  monster  then 
stupefies  her  with  blows,  which  he  inflicts  with 
his  club,  on  her  head,  back,  neck,  and  indeed 
every  part  of  her  body,  then  snatching  up  one 
of  her  arms,  he  drags  her,  streaming  with  blood 
from  her  wounds,  through  the  woods,  over 
stones,  rocks,  hills,  and  logs,  with  all  the 
violence  and  determination  of  a  savage,  till  he 
•reaches  his  tribe,  when  a  scene  takes  place 
with  the  relation  of  which  I  shall  neither  stain 
my  pages  nor  offend  the  reader.  The  woman 
thus  violated  becomes  the  wife  of  the  ravisher, 
and  is  admitted  into  her  husband's  tribe. 

The  tribe  of  the  female,  by  the  favoupite  plan 
of  retaliation,  redress  this  outrage,  but  the 
female  herself  .seems  contented,  and  seldom 
leaves  her  husband  or  his  tribe  for  another. 
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The  women  are  kept  in  the  greatest  subj^ctidn 
by  the  men.  If  a  tribe  is  travelling  and  meets 
any  of  our  people,  the  women  are  made  to  re- 
tire to  a  distance,  from  which  they  are  not 
suffered  to  advance  till  ordered;  and  on  any  oc- 
casion the  slightest  offence  given  to  the  husband 
is  punished  with  the  blow  of  the  club,  which 
never  fails  to  cause  a  stream  of  blood,  and  very 
often  a  fractured  skull:  yet  this  inhuman  prac- 
tice appears  rather  to  strengthen  the  wife's  at- 
tachment than  weaken  it,  and  the  very  wounds 
are  shewn  as  marks  of  honour. 

In  some  very  few  cases,  the  wives  return  tTiis 
usage,  and  after  such  an  engagement  they  live 
together  the  same  as  before.  The  analogy  there 
is  between  savages  and  the  lower  classes  of  peo- 
ple in  all  countries  is  here  too  obvious  to  es- 
cape attention. 

The  men  do  not  confine  themselves  to  one 
wife,  but  the  women  revenge  this  by  retaliation, 
and  often  by  murder. 

That  the  females  are  not  devoid  of  art,  the  fol- 
lowing anecdote  will  form  a  pleasing  illustra- 
tion: A  female  fell  in  love  with  the  great  coat 
of  the  Governor,  and  used  a  variety  of  means  to 
obtain  it;  she  first  danced,  playing  many  antic 
tricks;'  this  not  effecting  it,  she  attacked  the 
Governor  with  tears ;  and  this  failing,  she 
ceased,  and  then  became  as  merry  as  any  around 
her. 

Though  chastity  is  not  one  of  the  virtues  they 
boast,  there  are  some  few  who  sefcm  ashamed  to 
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be  naked  before  us;  though  when  among  the 
natives  they  are  indifferent  in  this  respect. 

That  even  genuine  love  in  all  its  native 
purity  has  been  discovered  among  them,  the 
reader  will  be  convinced  by  the  following  little 
narrative  which  happened  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Paramatta,  and  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  young  man,  who  belonged  to  a  tribe  near 
Paramatta:  he  was  about  twenty  three  years  old, 
had  two  sisters,  one  about  twenty  and  the  other 
only  fourteen.  One  day  when  he  returned  from 
hunting  the  kangaroo,  his  sisters  did  not  meet 
him  as  usual  on  his  approach  to  the  cave,  so 
imagining  they  were  gone  to  procure  water  or 
roots,  he,  without  going  in,  being  fatigued,  sat 
down  at  the  foot  of  a  tree  to  wait  their  return. 
The  sun  was  now  withdrawing  itself,  and  the 
dark  mantle  of  night  with  rapid  strides  began 
to  cover  the  horizon ;  now  the  vivid  lightning 
with  its  forked  forms  bespoke  the  impending 
?torm;  in  a  few  moments  the  rain  poured  ra- 
pidly down  and  drove  my  hero  from  the  foot  of 
the  tree  to  his  cave,  but  scarce  had  he  reached 
it,  before  another  flash  of  lightning  shewed  to 
his  distressed  eyes  the  form  of  his  youngest 
sister  bleeding  on  the  ground.  Troubled  as  he 
was  before  at  the  warring  of  the  elements,  his 
Srg'ony  was  now  increased  ten  fold;  kneeling 
down  he  endeavoured  to  make  her  rise;  but 
alas!  she  was  incapable  of  hearing  him,  for 
she  was  senseless:  discovering  this  he  hastened 
to  procure  a  little  water;  and  as  he  washed  her 
face  with  it  she  returned  to  life. — "  Oh !.  mv  dear 
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brother  (cried  she),  our  sister  is  torn  from  us» 
and  I. narrowly  escaped  being  murdered  for  try- 
ing to  prevent  it;  the  wretch,  after  beating  her 
with  his  club,  caught  up  one  arm  to  drag  her 
out  of  our  cave,  and  I  laid  hold  of  the  other  to 
detain  her,  but  the  instant  the  brute  saw  this, 
with  one  blow  of  his  club  he  knocked  me  to  the 
ground,  where  you  have  now  found  me."  As 
she  ended  this  narrative  the  tears  ran  down  her 
cheeks,  and  her  brother  could  not  refrain  ac- 
companying her,  meditating  revenge  and  plan- 
ning its  execution.  They  passed  the  night  in  me- 
lancholy conversation,  and  soon  as  the  returning 
sun  enabled  them,  they  sought  together  the 
tribe  of  the  offender.  After  a  journey  quick- 
ened by  haste  to  revenge,  they  reached  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  tribe  they  sought;  when  at 
a  little  distance,  he  saw  the  sister  of  the  very 
savage  who  had  stolen  his  sister,  she  was  leaving 
her  tribe  to  pick  some  sticks  for  a  fire;  (this 
was. indeed  a  fine  opportunity  for  revenge)  so 
making  his  sister  hide  herself,  he  flew  to  the 
young  woman  and  lifted  up  his  club  to  bring 
her  to  the  ground,  and  thus  satisfy  his  revenge. 
The  victim  trembled,  yet  knowing  his  power 
she  stood  with  all  the  fortitude  she  could  ;  hft- 
ing  up  her  eyes,  they  came  in  contact  with  his, 
and  such  was  the  enchanting  beauty  of  her  form 
that  he  stood  an  instant  motionless  to  gaze  on 
it.  The  poor  thing  saw  this,  and  dropped  on 
her  knees  to  implore  his  pity,  but  before  she 
could  speak,  his  revenge  softened  into  love;  he 
threw  down    his  club,  and  clasping  her  in  his 
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arms,  vowed  eternal  constancy;  bis  pity  gained 
her  love,  thus  each  procured  a  mutual    return. 
Then   calling^  his  sister,  she  would  have  exe- 
cuted  her  revenge,  but  for  her  brother,  who  told 
her  she  was  now  his  wife.     On  my  hero  asking 
after  his  sister,  his  new  wife  said  she  was  very    . 
ill  but  would  soon  be  better;  and  she  excused 
her  brother,  because  the  means  he  had  taken 
were  the  customary  ones  of  procuring  a  wife : 
"but  you,"  said  she,  "have  more  white  heart, 
(meaning  he  was  more  like  the  English)  you 
no  beat  me ;  me  love  you  ;  you  love  me ;  me 
love  your  sisters;  your  sisters  love  me;   my, 
brother  no  good  man."'      This  artless  address 
won  both  their  hearts,  and  now  all  three  live 
in  one  hut,  which  I  enabled  them  to  make  com- 
fortable, within  half  a  mile  of  my  own  house. 
I  have  taught  all  three  to  read  decently,  and 
hope  they  will  continue  to  cherish  those  seeds 
of  virtue  I  have  laboured  to  impress  on  their 
minds. 

This  little  anecdote  I  have  given  as  the  young 
man  related  it  to  me ;  it  affected  me  much,  and 
perhaps  I  have  lost  much  of  the  simplicity. 

The  females  of  New  South  Wales  are  in  many 
cases  found  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  quarrels, 
and  in  these  they  mix  with  the  men  and  do 
their  part  in  the  battle ;  indeed  on  some  settled 
contests  the  women  begin  the  affray.  It  is  to 
this  fondness  for  masculine  avocations,  that 
must  be  attributed  the  many  quaiTels  which 
continually  happen  among  them. 
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CHAP.  II. 

1  o  carry  into  effect  the  sentences  of  Criminal 
Coiirts,  which  assigns  to  convicted  guilt  a  tem- 
porary or  total  exile  from  the  country  whose 
laws  it  violates,  the  English  Government 
deemed  New  South  Wales  a  proper  spot  to  found 
a  Colonial  Establishment  for  the  purpose. 

In  the  year  1786,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  contracted  for  a  number  of  vessels  to 
convey  convicts  to  Botany  Bay.  The  ships  for 
the  transports  were  properly  fitted  up,  and  the 
store  ships  had  provision  for  two  years,  and 
tools  of  every  description  put  on  board. 

Capt.  Arthur  Philip  hoisted  a  pendant  on 
board  the  Sirius  of  20  Guns,  520  tons  burden, 
lying  at  Deptford,  on  the  24-th  of  October; 
John  Hunter,  Esq.  was  appointed  as  a  second 
Captain  to  her,  for  as  Capt.  Philip  was  to  hold 
the  high  office  of  Governor  over  the  intended 
Colony,  a  second  Captain  was  requisite  to 
command  her  in  his  absence.  As  the  Sirius  was 
going  on  particular  service,  she  was  not  confined 
in  her  Establishment,  having  2  captains,  3 
lieutenants,  a  master,  purser,  surgeon  and  two 
mates,  a  boatswain,  gunner,  and  a  detachment 
of  marines.  The  Supply  brig  was  commissioned 
as  an  armed  tender,  commanded  by  Lieutepant 


NEW  SOUTH   WALES.  41 

Henry  Lidgbird  Ball.  The  Sirius  with  his  ship 
completed  their  equipment,  and  dropped  down 
from  Deptford  to  Long  Reach,  on  the  10th  of 
December,  and  there  took  in  powder,  guns,  and 
other  stores.  Some  transports  here  joined  them, 
and  on  the  30th  of  January,  1787,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  orders,  they  sailed  from  Spithead,  but 
owing  to  foul  weather  did  not  reach  it  till  the 
latter  end  of  February.  On  the  5th  of  March 
the  orders  for  embarkation  arrived,  and  then  to 
join  the  other  ships  at- Mother-bank,  after  tak* 
ing  the  convicts  and  troops  on  board.  On  the 
7th  of  March,  Capt.  Phillip  came  to  command 
his  fleet  at  the  Mother-bank,  wishing  to  lose 
no  time,  as  the  wind  now  served.  The  signal 
for  sailing  was  made  on  Thursday  the  10th; 
some  of  the  men  wished  to  be  paid  up  to  the 
time  of  their  sailing,  demurred  to  proceed,  so 
that  Captain  Phillip  ordered  such  as  refused  to 
be  put  on  board  the  Hyaena  frigate,  and  to  have 
in  exchange  the  same  number  of  her  crew,  and 
as  she  was  to  accompany  the  fleet  to  a  given 
distance  they  might  be  re-exchanged.  This 
obstacle  being  removed,  and  the  crews  of  the 
Sirius  and  Supply  having  received  the  usual 
two  months  advance  of  wages,  the  men  of  war 
and  some  transports  got  under  sail  to  drop  down 
to  St.  Helen's  and  proceed  to  sea,  but  were  un- 
able to  pass  through  the  Needles  till  the  next 
morning. 
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The  following  are  the  vessels'  names,  their 
tonnage,  and  the  number  of  persons  they  bad 
on  board  destined  for  the  Colony. 


Name. 

Tons. 

334 

346 
338 
418 
453 

228 

378 
272 
331 

3098 

Males. 

Females 

Children. 

Total. 

Prince  of  Wales 
Charlotte       -     - 
iady  Penrhyn    - 
Scarborough 
Alexander     -     - 
Friendship  Snow 
Store  Ships  -     - 
Fishboarne    -     - 
Borrodale      -     - 
Golden  Grove     - 

35 

134 

7 

240 

,229 

122 

1 

50 

20 

101 

49 
2 

27 

85 
154 
108 
240 
229 
198. 

3 

Total       -    -     - 

708 

222 

27 

1017 

and  the  Sirius  had  on  board  the  Major-com- 
mandant of  the  Marines,  who  was  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Colony,  the  Adjutant  and 
Quarter-Master,  the  Judge-Advocate,  Capt. 
Collins,  and  the  commissary ;  with  1  sergeant, 
5  drummers,  7  privates,  4  women,  and  a  few 
artificers. 

All  the  transports  as  well  as  the  ships  of  war, 
Were  stored  in  every  part  with  provisions,  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  clothing  for  the  con- 
victs, &c.  &c. 

To  prevent  any  separation,  Capt.  Phillip  esta- 
blished day  and  night  signals,  and  he  allowed 
the  Masters  to  suffer  a  number  of  convicts  to 
come  upon  deck  in  the  day  time,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  their  health.  The  Lady  .Penrhyn  and 
the  Charlotte  proved  heavy  sailors,  but  to  pre-  j 
vent  a  separation,  th.e  Sirius  shortened  sail  every 
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evening,  and  during  the  night  carried  a  light 
in  the  main-top.     On  the  15th  they  found  five 
persons  were  left  behind,  to  supply  which  loss 
as  many  men  came  from  the  Hyaena.     On  the 
l6th  they  cleared  the  Channel.     Four  days  had 
not  expired  from  leaving  the  Channel,  when  a 
mutiny  was  discovered,  by  one  of  the  convicts. 
Capt.  Phillip  ordered  the  two  principals  to  be 
brought  on   board  the  Sirius,  where  they  had 
two  dozen  lashes  each.     The  Hyaena  was  now 
sent  off  with  letters  for  England,  but  the  five 
men  lent  for  those  left  behind,  chose  rather  to 
proceed  with   the  fleet  than   return.     On   the 
i2-ith  they  made  the  latitude  of  Cape   Ortegal, 
The  Supply  was  now  ordered  to  keep  six  miles 
a  head  in  the  day,  and  two  during  the  night,  as 
they  expected  to  see  land  the  next  day,  which 
proved   the   case,  as   early   next   morning  the 
signal  to  that  effect  was  made  by  her,  and  at 
noon  they  were  by  the  rocks  called   the  Deser- 
ters;  and  on  the  31st  off  the  Canary  Islands, 
distant  about  three  leagues  from  Madeira.     On 
the  3d  of  June  they  saw  the  Island  of  Teneriffe 
a-^head,   and  at  seven  in   the   evening  the  fleet 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Santa  Cruz. 
While  we  lay  here  one  Powers,  a  convict,  made 
bis  escape  from  the  Alexander  in  a  small  boat ; 
he  was  however  retaken  and  kept  in  irons.  Hav- 
ing finished  getting   provisions  and  water,  on 
the  10th  the  fleet  got  under  weigh;  oq  the  15th 
they   crossed    the   Tropic    of  Cancer   with    a 
steady  wind.     On  the   14th  of  July   the  fleet 
crossed   the  equator,  in  the  ^6th  degree  ofeas.t 


M  HISTORY  OP 

longitude;  and  only  two  accidents  happened 
in  their  passage  to  the  Brazils,  a  seaman  fell 
overboard  and  was  drowned,  and  a  female  con- 
vict was  killed  by  a  boat  falling  off  the  booms. 
On  the  2d  of  August  the  coast  of  South  Ame- 
rica was  in  sight,  and  on  the  4th  they  anchored 
within  the  Islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  passage  from  Teneriffe, 
though  a  long  one,  was  attended  with  no  disease. 
During  their  stay  here  the  convicts  had  an 
fillowance  of  rice,  oranges,  and  vegetables,  and 
every  care  was  taken  to  enable  them  to  with- 
stand the  scurvy;  and  during  the  whole  passage 
the  Rev,  Mr,  Johnson  performed  duty  every 
Sunday, 

On  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  September,  the  Har- 
bour-master took  charge  of  the  Sirius  over  the 
bar;  from  this  to  Friday  the  14th,  the  wind 
blew  hard,  when  it  became  calm  till  the  16th, 
and  then  it  again  sprung  up,  but  by  the  Lady 
Penrhyn  and  other  transports'  inattention  to  sig- 
nals, we  could  not  make  sail  in  time.  On  the 
19th  a  convict  was  drowned  by  falling  over 
board,  On  the  4th  of  October  thirty  convicts 
were  reported  to  be  ill,  some  of  them  danger- 
ously. Four  seamen  from  the  Alexander  were 
sent  on  board  the  Sirius,  for  having  entered  into 
a  combination  to  release  some  of  the  convicts 
while  the  ship  should  be  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  On  the  13th,  the  fleet  came  to  anchor 
in  Table  Bay;  on  the  15th,  Governor  Phillip 
and  the  principal  officers  went  on  shore,  to  pay 
their  respects  to  the  Goverrior  of  the  Cape  of 
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Good  Hope,  and  to  procure  those  stores,  seeds, 
&c.  requisite.  While  the  fleet  hy  here  the  car- 
penters prepared  as  many  stalls  for  the  receptioiit' 
df  cattle  as  room  could  be  found  for,  and  on 
the  8th  of  November,  3  mares,  3  colts,  1  stallion, 
7  cows,  1  bull,  1  bull-calf,  with  a  good  assort- 
ment of  sows,  boars,  goats,  ewes,  and  rams, 
&c.  were  received  on  board  the  various  ships 
as  live  stock  for  the  Colony.  During  this  long 
stay,  the  whole  fleet  had  the  benefit  of  fresh 
provisions  and  vegetables.  Every  article  wanted 
being  now  procured,  on  the  12th,  by  signal j 
they  all  weighed  anchor. 

For  some  time  after  they  left  the  Cape  the 
wind  blew  fresh.  Captain  Phillip  on  the  l6th 
made  known  his  intention  of  leaving  the  fleet, 
and  going  forward  in  the  Supply,  that  he  might 
arrive  in  time  to  fix  on,  and  clear,  a  proper  spot 
for  the  settlement,  previous  to  the  arfival  of  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet.  In  consequence  of  this 
determination,  on  the  95th,  Capt.  PhilHp  went 
on  board  the  Supply,  and  with  the  Alexander, 
Scarborough,  and  Friendship  transports,  quitted 
the  fleet.  On  the  4th  of  January,  178^,  the  Si- 
rius  made  preparations  for  falling  in  with  land. 
On  Monday  the  7th,  about  ten  in  the  forenoon, 
the  fleet  was  17  leagues  from  the  South  Cape  of 
New  Holland,  and  at  five  minutes  past  two,  the 
signal  for  seeing  land  was  made.  The  Mewston 
and  Swilly  rocks  soon  became  visible,  and  the 
fleet  with  fair  weather  stood  along  shore,  distant 
only  about  three  miles  from  New  Holland.  The 
land   now   appeared   high,  rocky,  and  barren. 
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Over  the  South  Cape  it  seemed  woody,  the 
coast  was  irregular,  with  low  points  forming 
creeks  and  bays.  The  Golden  Grove  in  the 
night  of  the  9th,  shipped  a  sea,  with  a  confused 
heavy  swell,  though  it  was  a  calm  at  the  time, 
which  circumstance  has  occurred  to  other  ships 
in  nearly  the  same  situation.  On  the  following 
day,  at  two  o'clock,  a  squall, took  the  Sirius, 
and  did  her  considerable  damage.  The  slowness 
of  their  progress  along  the  coast  made  it  the  19th 
before  they  reached  the  Red  Point.  In  the  even- 
ing they  saw  the  entrance  into  Botany  Bay,  but 
too  late  for  the  transports  to  enter  that  night. 
Before  morning,  however,  the  whole  fleet  was 
carried  Southward  as  far  as  a  clump  of  trees 
called  Post-Down-Clump ;  but  as  a  breeze 
sprung  up,  they  soon  regained  the  lost  distance, 
and  at  ten  minutes  before  eight  in  the  morning 
the  Sirius  c<?me  into  Botany  Bay,  and  by  nine 
o'clock  all  the  transports  were  safe  at  anchor. 

This  voyage,  on  the  termination  of  which 
many  doubts  must  have  arisen  on  the  onset, 
was  providentially  completed  in  eight  months 
and  a  week,  during  which  time  the  fleet  sailetl 
5021  leagues,  and  at  length,  rested  only  a  few 
days'  sail  from  the  antipodes  of  their  native 
country,  and  during  the  whole  passage  only 
32  died,  though  many  were  sickly  on  leaving 
England.  But  the  good  quality  of  the  provi- 
sions, the  great  care  taken  by  Mr.  White,  aided 
by  the  refreshments  received  at  Rio-de-JaneirQ 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  rendered  the  fleet 
healthy. 
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On  the  Siriiis  anchoring,  Captain  Hunter  was 
informed  that  the  Supply  only  arrived  two  days 
previous  to  the  fleet ;  and  the  transports  which 
sailed  with  the  Supply  only  the  day  before. 
Governor  Phillip  had  not  lost  an  instant  from 
the  time  he  arrived,  in  searching  for  a  proper  spot 
to  found  the  settlement ;  but  to  all  he  had  yet 
seen  there  were  many  objections;  indeed,  a 
place  could  hardly  be  found  big  enough  for  all 
to  sit  down.  The  shore  round  Point  Suther- 
land was  good,  but  there  no  fresh  water  could 
be  found,  except  what  came  from  a  marsh.  Port 
Jackson  and  Broken  Bay  were  now  to  be  exa- 
mined, for  which  purpose  the  Governor  with 
Capt.  Hunter,  Captain  Collins  (the  Judge  Advo- 
cate,) a  lieutenant,  the  Master  of  the  Sirius, 
and  a  few  marines  embarked  in  three  boats.  The 
Governor  leaving  orders  for  clearing  the  ground 
at  Point  Sutherland  in  his  absence.  These  three 
boats  presently  drew  the  attention  of  the  natives, 
^vho  as  they  went  along  the  coast  shouted  "warre, 
warre,  warre,"  (that  is  "  go  away,  go  away,  go 
away,*')  though  those  about  Botany  Bay  by  no 
means  looked  on  them  as  enemies  either  of  their 
country  or  themselves.  The  coast  round  Port 
Jackson  promised  little,  but  disappointed  them, 
ty  soon  shewing  a  fine  harbour  capable  of 
affording  ample  security  for  a  large  fleet.  On 
one  of  the  coves  of  this,  it  was  resolved  to  fix  the 
Colony,  and  having  examined  it,  the  Governor 
and  his  party  returned  to  Botany  Bay. 

Lieut.  King,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor, 
found  nothing  to  induce  the  latter,  to  alter  the 
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determination  he  had  made  to  fix  at  Port 
Jackson,  and  the  removal  would  have  taken 
place  the  next  morning,  had  not  two  strange 
sail  appeared  about  day  light]  these  surprised 
us,  till  we  ascertained  they  were  the  Boussole 
and  Astrolabe,  on  their  return  from  a  voyage 
of  discovery  from  France,  under  M.  de  la 
Perouse.  As  Capt.  Hunter  was  working  the 
Sirius  out  of  Botany  Bay  as  M.  de  la  Perouse 
entered,  they  had  hardly  time  to  speak.  Gover- 
nor Phillip,  with  a  party  of  artificers  taken  from 
the  convicts  and  seamen  of  the  Sirius,  and  a 
few  marines,  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  on  the 
2d,  and  on  the  next  day,  ground  enough  was 
cleared  to  encamp  the  Governor's  guard.  The 
convicts  landed  that  morning  near  a  stream  of 
fresh  water,  at  the  head  of  a  cove.  On  this  first 
inhabited  spot,  from  that  time  tranquillity 
ceased,  and  the  foundation  of  a  new  country 
usurped  the  seat  of  silence.  The  whole  party 
that  had  arrived,  were  assembled  this  evening 
on  the  point  where  they  landed,  on  which  was 
erected  a  flag  staff,  the  union- Jack  was  dis- 
played, and  the  marines  fired  several  vollies: 
between  these,  the  healths  of  the  Royal  Family, 
and  success  to  the  new  Colony,  were  drank  by 
the  Governor  and  Officers,  and  to  conclude  the 
evening,  the  Sirius  and  convoy  arrived  from 
Botany  Bay.  Thus  closed  the  voyage  to  New 
South  Wales,  with  all  the  good  fortune  th^t 
could  be  wished,  and  with  considerably  mgre 
than  might  be  reasonably  expected.  Next  day 
the  disembarkment  commenced,  aji^d  CQUtinued 
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till  all  the  convicts  and  troops  were  landed.  The 
confusion  that  must  take  place  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, is  hardly  to  be  described,  for,  literally  speak" 
ing,  every  man  stepped  out  of  a  boat  into  a  wood; 
various  parties  were  variously  employed,  few  were 
seen,  but  most  heard  ;  some  clearing  ground,  some 
pitching  tents,  others  bringing  up  stores,  in  short, 
confusion  was  the  order  of  the  day  ;  but  as  the 
woods  were  felled,  and  ground  cleared,  the  encamp*' 
ments  regularly  extended,  the  whole  bore  some- 
thing like  form.  The  Governor's  house,  which  was 
made  of  canvas,  and  brought  over  on  purpose,  was 
put  up  on  the  East  side  of  Sydney  Cove,  and  a 
small  body  of  convicts  were  placed  in  tents  neat  it. 
The  marines  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  cove, 
and  on  the  West  side  the  main  body  of  convicts. 
The  women  disembarked  on  the  6th  of  February, 
when  every  person  belonging  to  the  settlement 
landed.  Tents  were  provided  for  the  sick,  which 
number  we  found  with  concern  increase;  the 
'scurvy  and  dysentery  now  broke  out,  and  several- 
died.  Wild  celery,  spinage,  and  parsley  grew  about 
the  settlement,  which  all  were  glad  to  use  in  their 
messes.  The  live  stock  was  landed  on  the  East 
point  of  the  cove,  when  having  cropped  the  pas- 
turage, the}''  were  removed  to  the  head  of  the  ad- 
joining cove,  which  was  cleared  for  a  farm,  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  a  person  the  Governor 
brought  out. 

His  Excellency  ordered  some  ground  on  the  east 
'.side  of  his  houseto.be  cleared  for.- the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  plants,  &c.  from  Rio-de-Janeiro  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  They  were  then  brought 
on  shore,  and  in  a  short  timq  every  eyfe  w^as  gra- 
tified with  seeing  the  fig,  orange,  pear,  grape,  and 
apple  take  root  in  New  South  Wales. 

The  Governor  ordered  his  Majesty's  commission, 
which  appointed  him  to  be  his  "  Captain  General 
and  Governor  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  Territor-' 
of  New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,"  to  be 

9*  ,     H 
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read  in  public,  together  with  the  letters  patent  for 
establishing  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts  in  the  ter- 
ritory, which  was  now  found  to  extend  from  Cape 
York,  the  extremity  of  the  coast  to  the  North,  in 
the  latitude  of  20®  37'  South,  to  the  South  Cape, 
the  Southern  extremity  of  the  coast,  in  the  latitude 
of  43°  39'  South,  and  inland  to  the  Westward  as  far 
as  136°  of  East  longitude,  comprehending  all  the 
islands  adjacent,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  within  the 
latitude  of  the  before-mentioned  Capes. 

The  ceremony  of  reading  these  instruments  was 
performed,  with  great  dignity,  by  Captain  Collins, 
the  Judge  Advocate,  after  which  the  Governor  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  convicts,  and  assured  them, 
that  he  should  ever  be  ready  to  encourage  those 
who  might  deserve  it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  those 
who  acted  in  opposition  to  propriety,  would  in- 
evitably meet  the  punishment  they  deserved;  nor 
did  he  close  without  shewing  them  how  much  it 
was  both  their  duty  and  interest  to  forget  the  ways 
in  which  they  had  lived,  and  to  become  good, 
honest,  and  industrious  members  of  the  commu- 
nity. At  the  end  of  his  affectionate  address  three 
vollies  were  fired,  after  which  he  received  the  ho- 
nours due  to  his  rank  on  the  parade,  and  enter- 
tained all  the  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  settle- 
ment, under  a  tent  pitched  on  purpose. 

On  mustering  the  convicts  in  the  morning,  nine 
were  found  absent,  for,  notwithstanding  every  care 
that  could  be  taken,  so  ignorant  were  they,  that 
fearless  of  danger,  some  of  them  entreated,  but  in 
vain,  to  be  taken  on  board  the  French  ships  in 
Botany  Bay.  For  want  of  proper  persons  being 
sent  out  to  act  as  overseers,  the  convicts  could  not 
be  kept  to  work,  as  those  who  overlooked  them 
were  only  such  convicts  as  behaved  well  on  the 
voyage,  so  that  having  participated  in  the  vices  of 
Others,  they  had  neither  inclination  nor  power  to 
Qxact  obedient  conduct.  Thefts  now  began  to  be 
discovered,  and  many  tools  secreted ;   these  evils 
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resulted  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  sailors  bringing 
spirits  on  shore,  which  even  punishment  could  not 
prevent.  The  Criminal  Court  was  assembled  on 
the  11th  of  Februarys  for  the  trial  of  prisoners. — - 
One,  for  an  assault,  was  sentenced  to  have  150 
lashes ;  the  next  for  robbing  another  convict  of 
biscuit,  was  to  be  confined  on  a  rocky  island  for 
a  week,  on  bread  and  water;  and  the  third,  for 
stealing  a  plank,  was  sentenced  to  receive  60  lashes, 
but  was  pardoned. 

It  is  too  frequently  found  that  mercy  is  abused, 
and  that  a  merciful  judge  increases  the  number  of 
criminals  ;  this  was  shortly  exemplified,  for  in  less 
than  a  month  four  more  were  tried  for  a  still  greater 
offence,  which  was  robbing  the  store  of  provisions; 
thus  at  once  destroying  the  support  of  the  whole, 
aud  at  the  very  time  when  the  officer  and  the 
convict  had  the  same  allowance  of  provisions. — 
Thecharge  being  proved,  one  man,  James  Barrett, 
suffered  death,  his  confederates  were  banished, 
and  one  sentenced  to  have  300  lashes  was  pardon- 
ed, and  one  who  was  tried  the  next  day  was  par* 
doned,  on  condition  of  becoming  executioner  to 
the  colony. 

The  Letters  Patent  authorized  proceeding  in  a 
more  summary  way  than  in  the  realms  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Criminal  Court  was  to  consist  of 
the  Judge  Advocate,  and  six  Officers  of  the  Sea  or 
Land  Service,  and  to  hear,  determine,  and  punish 
all  offences  committed  in  the  Colony,  according 
to  the  laws  of  England.  The  charges  to  be  exhi- 
bited in  writing  by  the  Judge  Advocate,  and  wit- 
nesses to  be  examined  on  oath,  both  for  and  against 
the  prisoner,  and  the  court  to  adjudge  whether 
guilty  or  not,  by  a  majority,  but  in  cases  of  death 
there  must  be  five  concur  in  the  opinion  of  his  guilt, 
nnd  the  sentences  so  pronounced  to  have  the  eifect 
of  a  verdict  from  a  jury,  and  the  Provost  Marshal 
to  cause  the  judgment  of  the  Court  to  be  executed 
according  to  the  Governor's  warrant. 

^2 


52  HISTORY    OF 

The  Civil  Court  consists  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
and  two  inhabitants  of  the  settlement,  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  which  Court  hears  and  decides 
all  pleas  of  lands,  houses,  debts,  and  contracts,  cind 
all  personal  pleas,  with  power  to  summon  the  par- 
ties, to  examine  such  complaint  by  witnesses  on 
oath,  and  issue  execution  under  the  hand  of  the 
Judge  Advocate,  and  any  person  aggrieved  may  ap- 
peal to  the  Governor,  and  if  the  amount  exceeds 
300/.  to  the  King  himself  in  Council.  This  Court 
has  likewise  a  power  to  grant  probates  of  wills  and 
administration  of  personal  estates  acquired  in  the 
country,  , 

The  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  Judge 
Advocate  are  constituted  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  the  Governor  is  empowered  to  make  such  other 
persons  Justices  of  the  Peace  as  he  may  think  proper- 
Augustus  Alt,  Esq.  Surveyor  General,  was  the 
first  sworn  into  this  office,  to  sit  with  the  Judge 
Advocate,  and  determine  on,  and  punish,  such 
causes  as  were  of  too  little  importance  to  bring 
before  a  Criminal  Court. 

Besides  the  other  powere  of  the  Governor,  he  was 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  territory,  and  could  assemble 
Courts  Martial,  and  confirm  and  set  aside  sentences. 
Capt.  Collins,  the  Judge  Advocate  to  the  Settle- 
ment, had  also  a  warrant  giving  him  the  same  im-^ 
portant  office  to  the  marine  detachment. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  is  Judge  of  the  Viee-^ 
Admiralty  Court,  for  the  trial  of  offences  commit-* 
ted  on  the  High  Seas. 

Thus  effectual  means  were  provided  to  punish 
offenders,  and  as  the  various  Courts  could  be  as-? 
sembled  when  wanted,  that  loss  of  time  and  labour 
was  saved,  which  would  otherwise  have  takeo 
place. 

The  allowance  of  provisions  was  now  the  follow-!- 
ing  weekly  ration,  to  each  male  7lbs.  of  biscuit^ 
lib.  of  flour,  7lbs.  of  beef  or  4lbs.  of  pork,  3  pints 
of  peas,  and  6  ounces  of  butter;  and  two  thirds  of 
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this  quantity  to  the  female  convicts,  which  ought 
certainly  to  have  afforded  of  itself  perfect  security 
to  the  store  :  but  the  Government  had  to  deal  with 
those  who  no  consequences  would  deter  from  the 
commission  of  crimes,  and  who  no  revs^ard  could 
induce  to  do  right. 

As  the  safety  of  the  stores  constituted  the  pre- 
servation of  the  colony,  ground  was  cleared  and 
houses  began  to  hold  them.  This  was  done  by  the- 
convicts,  and,  as  a  temptation  to  work,  they  had  a 
quantity  set  them,  which  done,  they  were  allowed 
time  to  collect  materials  to  build  huts  for  them- 
selves ;  but  this  few  profited  by,  preferring  idleness, 
and  many  thinking  to  escape  if  they  could  get  on 
board,  daily  visited  the  ships  of  the  French  in 
Botany  Bay;  but  M.  de  la  Perouse  gave  no  coun- 
tenance to  their  requests,  but  threatened  to  drive 
them  away  by  force. 

In  February  the  Supply  sailed  from  Port  Jack- 
son, as  the  Governor  was  instructed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  growing  flax,  to  form  a  settlement  at  Nor- 
folk Island,  on  which  expedition  he  sent  Lieut. 
King,  first  making  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as 
commandant,  a  surgeon,  a  petty  officer,  two  sol- 
diers, nine  male  and  six  female  convicts,  and  two 
persons  who  boasted  a  knowledge  of  the  flax  dres- 
,  sing  business.  They  had  likewise  tools,  farming 
implements,  and  provisions  for  six  months.  The 
situation  of  Norfolk  Island  is  in  latitude  29*-''  South, 
and  in  longitude  160''  10' East  of  Greenwich. 

Lieut.  Daws,  of  the  Marines,  was  by  the  Board 
of  Longitude  ordered  to  make  observations  in  New 
South  Wales,  for  which  purpose  the  Board  sent 
out  proper  instruments,  and  shortly  after  their  ar- 
rival an  observatory  was  begun  under  this  gentle- 
man's direction.  On  a  survey  of  the  harbour  being 
made  by  Captain  Hunter,  it  was  found  to  exceed 
the  extent  imagined  to  the  Westward,  and  the 
county  was  found  to  be  even  better  there  than  near 
the  settlement.     During  the  survey  Capt.  Hunter 
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saw  many  of  the  natives,  who  left  him  in  a  friendly 
way,  as  he  treated  them  with  his  usual  cheerful 
manners. 

Lest  the  loose  way  in  which  the  natives  left  their 
spears,  fish-gigs,  and  other  little  property  about, 
should  tempt  the  convicts  or  others  to  make  free 
with  any  thing,  the  Governor  strictly  ordered  no 
one  to  take  them,  as  it  was  his  earnest  wish  and 
constant  endeavour  to  keep  up  a  friendly  inter-r 
course  with  them.  During  the  first  six  weeks  of 
our  residence,  we  received  a  visit  from  only  two 
natives,  who  came  and  staid  a  short  time:  eVery 
thing  they  saw  they  admired,  and  on  giving  each 
a  hatchet,  we  found  they  understood  the  use 
of  it. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  orders  of  the  Go* 
vernor  had  little  effect,  for  the  convicts  lost  no  op- 
portunity of  taking  all  they  could  find  from  the 
natives,  which  made  them  resist  an  attempt  a  boat's 
crew  made  to  land  in  one  of  the  coves,  and  shortly 
after  a  few  landed  on  Garden  Island,  where  a  gar- 
den was  making,  and  watching  their  opportunity 
ran  away  with  the  tools  of  our  men,  who  then  fired 
at  them,  and  hitting  one  with  small  shot,  the  axe 
was  dropped,  but  with  the  rest  they  escaped.  M. 
de  la  Perouse  likewise  was  obhged  to  fire  on  the 
natives,  for  annoying  his  people  while  on  shore. 
These  circumstances  contributed  to  the  termina- 
tion of  that  intercourse  Governor  Phillip  was  so 
desirous  to  cultivate. 

Several  couples  signified  their  wish  to  marry, 
and  they  were  never  refused,  unless  proof  was  given 
that  either  had  husband  or  wife  living  on  leaving 
England,  and  some  expecting  to  have  received  a 
portion  of  liberty  for  marrying,  finding  themselves 
disappointed,  wished  to  be  restored  to  their  former 
state. 

Important  as  the  business  was  in  which  the  whole 
colony  was  engaged,  divine  service  was  regularly 
performed  on  Sundays,  all  the  convicts  attending^ 
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and  a  detachment  of  marines  with  their  arms;  and 
it  was  with  pleasure  observed,  that  all  behaved 
with  the  greatest  attention  and  respect. 

A  New  South  Wales  Almanack,  for  the  year 
1811,  has  been  published  in  that  settlement,  con* 
taining,  among  other  matters,  lists  of  the  civil  and 
military  establishments.  A  pearl  fishery  has  also 
been  discovered  by  Captain  Campbell,  and  is  situ- 
ated to  the  Jlastward  of  Otaheite.  The  pearl  oyster 
shells  are  worth  in  this  country  about  ^140  per 
ton  ;  and  in  China  they  bring  20  dollars  a  picket 
(133  lbs.)  The  natives  dive  for  them,  and  gene- 
rally obtain  five  tons  daily. 

Capt.  Campbell  formerly  commanded  the  Har- 
rington brig,  which  traded  to  the  East  Indies,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  by  some  convicts,  and  car- 
ried out  of  Port  Jackson.  By  this  seizure  he  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  .i^4000. 

Great  improvements  have  taken  place  since  the 
accession  of  Col.  Macquarrie  to  the  government. 
The  large  town  of  Sydney  is  now  planned  and  laid 
out  in  regular  streets,  and  divided  into  districts, 
with  head-boroughs,  sub-constables,  watchmen, 
&c.  Mr.  D'Arcy  Went  worth  has  been  appointed 
the  head  of  the  police.  Five  townships  have  been 
laid  out  on  the  Hawkesbury  and  George  Rivers, 
to  be  called  Windsor,  ilichmond,  Wilberforce, 
Pitt,  and  Castlereagh.  The  roads  from  Sydney  to 
Paramatt  and  Hawkesbury,  which  were  scarcely 
passable,  have  been  repaired,  bridges  thrown  over 
the  small  streams,  and  turnpikes  established.  No 
fears  of  a  scarcity  of  provisions  were  to  be  appre- 
hended, vast  quantities  of  cattle  being  reared,  and 
the  store-houses  being  filled  with  grain.  Butchers* 
meat  was  from  Is.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  and  the  sup^ 
ply  of  the  colony  equal  to  its  consumption,  with- 
out assistance  from  the  mother  country.  Wool  was 
likely  to  be  their  first  staple  of  commerce.  Settlers 
of  good  character  were  furnished  with  live  stock 
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from  the  government  stores,  on  consideration  of 
paying  the  value,  in  money  or  grain,  in  18  months. 
The  population  of  Sydney  is  estimated  at  10,000 
■souls,  of  which  number  S,000  have  been  sent  from 
England  as  convicts.  Governor  Macquarrie  was 
indefatigable  in  reforming  public  morals,  both  by 
example  and  precept,  and  in  checking  drunken- 
ness, concubinage,  and  other  vices  which  were 
too  prevalent. 

A  singular  advantage  to  the  Colony  is  the  in- 
troduction of  cotton-trees,  by  a  French  emigrant 
Colonel,  named  De  la  Clampe,  who,  having  tied  to 
England  during  the  revolution,  was  permitted  by 
Government  to  go  out  to  the  Colony.  When  M. 
Peron  visited  the  settlement,  he  says,  "  Of  all 
which  De  la  Clampe  pointed  out,  nothing  so  for- 
cibly excited  my  attention  as  a  beautiful  planta- 
tion of  cotton,  and  cocoa-trees,  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition.  M.  de  la  Clampe  assured  me,  that 
by  a  series  of  tedious  and  very  nice  experiments, 
he  had  succeeded  in  raising  cotton-trees,  yielding 
cotton  of  various  shades,  and  especially  that  pecu- 
liar to  the  fine  nankeens  of  China,  a  fast  colour 
hitherto  not  obtained,  whether  by  dint  of  culture 
or  by  dyeing.  '  Either  I  am  much  mistaken,'  said 
the  Colonel,  'or  in  a  short  time  I  shall  have  crea- 
ted tvt'o  branches  of  commerce  and  exportation 
for  this  Colony  of  the  greatest  value  : — I  have  but 
this  means  left  of  acquitting  the  sacred  debt  I  owe 
to  a  nation  which  gave  me  shelter  in  the  hour  of 
misfortune ;  and  I  am  the  more  impatient  for  the 
moment  which  will  enable  me  to  satisfy  this  first 
desire  of  my  heart,  as  a  testimony  of  gratitude  like 
this  will  best  agree  with  my  sentiments  of  delicacy 
and  patriotism.'  " 
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CHAP.    III. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  Colony  suf- 
fered great  inconvenience  from  the  rain,  and 
on  the  6th,  2  Iambs,  6  sheep,  and  a  pig,  were 
destroyed  by  lightning,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree. 
In  the  beginning  of  March  the  Governor  took 
an  excursion  for  a  few  days,  under  the  idea  of 
finding  several  spots  of  good  land,  near  Broken 
Bay,  but  without  success.  The  weather  became 
now  equally  averse  to  labour  and  health,  the 
sick  list  amounted  to  200;  for  the  reception  of 
these  a  building  was  erected,  one  ward  for  the 
troops,  and  a  second  for  the  convicts.  Barracks 
likewise  were  begun  for  the  detachment,  but  all 
building  was  retarded,  by  the  bad  quality  of 
the  wood,  which  was  both  shaky  and  rotten. 

The    French    now    departed    from    Botany 
Bay,  but  previous  to  their  sailing  buried  the 
Abbe  L.  Receveur,   not  far  from    where  their 
tents  were  erected,  and  on  the  tree  at  the  foot 
of  which  he  was  laid,  were  nailed  two  pieces  of 
board  with  the  following  inscription: 
Hie  jacet 
L.  Receveur 
Ex  F.  F.  Minoribus  Galliae  Sacerdos. 
Physicus  in  Circumnavigatione  Mundi 
Duce  D.  de  la  Perouse, 
Obit  Die  17  Feb.  Anno  1788. 
When   these   boards    fell    down,    Governor 
Phillip  had  the  inscription  engraved  on  copper, 
and  put  in  the  same  place.     A  wharf  was  now 
began  for   landing  goods,    and   the  ordnance, 
2*  I 
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which   consisted  of  two  brass    six    pounders 

on     travelling     carriages,     four      iron     twelve 

pounders,   and   two    iron    six  pounders,    were 

brought  on  shore.     The  transports   which  were 

chartered  for  China  began  to  clear.     A  gang  of 

convicts   were   employed   about    the  head    of 

Long  Cove  to  make  bricks,  near   which  two 

acres  of  ground  were  cleared  for  such  officers, 

as  wished  to  raise  grain  from  their  stock,  as  no 

grants  of  land  were  to  be  made,  until  an  account 

of  country  had    been    taken.     That  necessity 

which  obliged  them  to  suffer  the  live  stock  to 

range  about  the  tents,  was  the  cause  of  great 

inconvenience,  for  the  hogs  in  particidar  made 

way  into  them,  and  destroyed  every  thing  they 

met  with.     These  damages  were  at  first  made 

good  from  the  store,  but,  that  opening  the  door 

to  impositions,  an  order  was  given,  to  kill  any  hog 

caught  so  trespassing.     The  main  street  for  a 

town  was  marked  out  of  extensive  dimensions. 

The  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Island  on 

the  19th,  after  an  absence  of  4  weeks  and  6  days. 

She  reached  the  Island  on  the  29th  of  last  month, 

but  in  consequence  of  the  great  surf  they  could 

not  land  till   the  .5th  day  after,  and  then  could 

not  pitch  a  tent  till  they  had  cleared  the  ground. 

The  bay  he  landed  in  and  fixed  the  settlement, 

he   called   Sydney    Bay,    and   the    two    small 

islands  at  a  little   distance   he   named   Phillip 

and  Nepean.     The  soil  of  Norfolk  Island   was 

very  rich,  but  the  landing  dangerous  at  Sydney 

Bay,  as  it  is  exposed  to  southerly  winds.     The 

flax  plant  which  was  the  object  of  this  expedi* 
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tion,  and  which  Capt.  Cook  remarked  to  grow 
spontaneously,  had  not  been  discovered  by  Lieut. 
King  when  the  Supply  sailed.  Lieut. Ball  after  he 
left  this  harbour,  soon  discovered  an  uninhabited 
island,  smaller  than  Norfolk  Island,  abound- 
ing with  turtle  and  fowls,  which  were  so  tame 
that  some  of  the  crew  approached  near  enough 
to  knock  them  down  with  sticks,  this  place 
Lieut.  Bail  called  Lord  Howe  Island.  The 
pines  of  Norfolk  Island  grow  to  an  immense 
size,  one  measured  nine  feet  round,  and  an- 
other 180  feet  in  length.  The  Scarborough, 
Charlotte,  and  Lady  Penrhyn  transports  were 
cleared  and  discharged.  Several  of  the  con- 
Ticts  came  in  from  the  woods  wounded  by  the 
natives.  One  of  the  wounded  had  been  em- 
ployed cutting  rushes  for  thatching,  and  an- 
other who  was  not  well,  had  been  collecting 
vegetables.  All  our  people  denied  giving 
any  cause,  but  as  they  knew  well  the  conse- 
quence that  would  result  from  offending  the 
natives,  there  could  be  no  wonder  that  they 
denied  it,  for  the  Governor  had  made  known, 
that  any  one  giving  them  offence,  should  be 
subjected  to  a  prosecution.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  our  people  gave  the  first  offence,  for 
the  Governor  on  his  return  from  his  excursion 
about  Broken  Bay,  found  the  natives  very  shy, 
instead  of  coming  to  him  with  that  confidence 
with  which  he  had  formerly  inspired  them. 
At  length  one  came  to  him,  and  informed  him 
by  signs,  that  he  had  been  beaten  by  some  of 
our  people ;  this  and  their  running  away,  were 
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strong  proofs  of  the  truth,  added  to  which 
11  canoes  full  of  natives,  passed  the  Sirius,  and 
on  our  boats  going  near  them,  they  paddled 
off.  The  water,  that  had  supplied  the  settle- 
ment, was  found  to  be  only  a  drain  from  a 
swamp,  it  was  therefore  requisite  to  let  it  remain 
without  cutting  the  wood  round  it.  April  now 
commenced,  and  the  winter  was  approaching, 
every  hand  was  put  on  the  buildings,  even  the 
ships'  crews  helped,  except  those  who  brought 
the  cabbage  trees,  to  assist  in  making  huts,  a  row 
of  which  was  begun  on  the  West  side  for  the  fe- 
male convicts.  Distress  was  now  very  universal 
owing  to  the  scurvy.  A  woman  convict  was  ac- 
cused with  stealing  an  iron,  which  was  found  on 
her,  being  left  alone  she  hung  herself,  but  was 
discovered  and  cut  down  in  time  to  save  her  life. 

Thefts  continued  to  be  continually  commit- 
ted, but  they  became  fewer,  as  the  Governor 
assured  the  convicts  that  instant  punishment 
should  attend  all  future  convictions ;  and  had 
the  sailors  not  continued  to  bring  spirits  on 
shore,  their  conduct  as  well  as  the  convicts 
would  have  been  more  to  be  commended. 

The  venereal  disease  was  discovered  among 
the  convicts,  which  made  the  Governor  order, 
that  any  person  having  it,  and  conceabng  it, 
should  receive  corporeal  punishment,  and  have 
short  allowance!  of  provisions  for  six  months. 
The  ordnance  of  the  colony  was  now  placed 
under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Dawes,  and  a  re- 
doubt was  begun  by  him.  In  the  course  of  this 
month,  the  stock  of  sheep  suffered  much  by  the 
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dogs  of  the  natives;   at  one  part,  5  ewes  and  a- 
lamb  were  destroyed. 

May,  like  every  other  month  in  the  infancy 
of  the  Colony,  was  marked  by  crimes,  a  youth 
of  17,  James  Bennett,  was  tried  and  cojivicted 
for  breaking  open  a  tent,  and  stealing  above  the 
■amount  of  5s.  he  confessed  many  crimes  after 
conviction  for  this,  and  to  idleness  and  bad 
company  attributed  his  ruin.  With  a  view  to 
make  a  deeper  impression  on  others,  he  was 
instantly  executed.  On  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th, 
of  this  month,  a  transport  sailed  for  China.  On 
the  Sth,  likewise^  sailed  the  Supply,  for  Lord 
Howe  Island,  in  quest  of  fowl  and  turtle,  as  a 
change  oi^"  diet  was  thought  the  best  means  of 
resisting  the  rapid  progress  of  the  scurvy. 

'  The  Governor  wishing  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  the  live-stock,  desired  a  general  return;  the 
amount  of  which  was  5  cows,  2  bulls,  1  stallion, 
3  mares,  3  colts,  29  sheep,  19  goats,  25  pigs,  49 
hogs,  3  rabbits,  IS  turkies,  35  ducks,  29  geese, 
122  fowls,  87  chickens. 

But  in  1812  we  find  the  stock  so  much  im- 
proved, that  the  following  was  an  average  of  the 
price  of  provisions  at  Sydney  for  several  months: 
Wheaten  bread  12|d;  India  corn  bread,  5^d. 
per  loaf;  beef,  Is.  Vd.  and  mutton  and  pork,  is. 
^d.  per  lb.;  potatoes,  l6s.  percwt. ;  fowls,  2s. 
6d.  each  ;  eggs,  3s.  per  dozen.  Jamaica  rum  and 
Hollands  gin,  each  27s.  per  gallon,  wholesale. 
The  population  of  New  South  Wales  was  esti-' 
mated,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  at  20,000  souls. 

A  bricklayer  being   discovered    among    the 
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convicts,  a  number  of  men  were  put  under  hirrt 
to  build  brick  huts.  On  the  15th,  a  stone 
house  was  begun  for  the  Governor.  In  the 
course  of  this  month  the  store  bouse  was  com- 
pleted and  a  road  round  the  wharf.  On  the  21st, 
in  the  evening,  a  convict  was  brought  to  the 
hospital,  dreadfully  wounded  by  some  natives, 
with  a  barbed  spear  which  entered  between  his 
shoulders,  and  went  three  inches  deep  into  his 
back.  He  said,  that  while  in  a  cove  at  some 
distance  he  was  suddenly  wounded  by  a  spear, 
when  his  companion  ran  away,  and  that  the 
natives  then  came  and  stripped  him  of  his 
clothes,  but  did  not  take  them  away.  In  a  few 
days  the  other  man's  clothes  were  brought  in, 
torn  with  spears,  and  covered  with  blood,  leav- 
ing no  room  to  doubt  of  his  fate.  On  the  2oth, 
the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk  Island,  being 
unable  to  procure  any  turtle ;  but  while  absent, 
they  saw  a  rock  which  Lieut.  Ball,  from  its 
shape,  qalled  Ball  Pyramid.  A  soldier  and 
sailor  were  tried  on  the  26th  for  assaulting  and 
wounding  James  M'Neal,  a  seaman  belonging 
to  the  Sirius.  This  happened  on  Garden  Island, 
they  all  three  lived  in  one  hut,  and  having  re- 
ceived their  week's  spirits  they  got  drunk  and 
quarrelled.  The  assault  being  proved,  each 
received  500  lashes.  The  30th  of  this  month, 
the  bodies  of  two  convicts  were  brought  in,  the 
head  of  one  was  beaten  to  a  jelly  and  the  bodies 
of  both  had  many  marks  of  spears.  It  was 
found  on  inquiry  that  these  men  had  stolen  a 
canoe  from  the  natives,  for  which  they  suffered 
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with  their  lives.  The  natives  themselves  came 
about  us  as  usual,  and  some  who  went  near  the 
Sirius  were  shaved  ;  when  they  landed  on  the 
Western  point,  they  examined  every  thing,  and 
went  away  very  friendly,  taking  no  notice 
of  the  murders,  and  seeming  to  fear  no  resent- 
ment ;  but  the  Governor  thought  it  necessary  to 
avenge  it,  so  he  set  out  with  a  strong  party  well 
armed,  and  landed  where  the  bodies  were  found, 
then  proceeding  across  the  country  to  Botan^y 
Bay,  he  saw  on  the  beach  upwards  of  50  canoes, 
but  no  natives  near  them.  However,  in  a  cove 
between  Botany  Bay  and  Port  Jackson,  he  fell 
in  with  about  300  natives  of  both  sexes,  and  a 
friendly  intercourse  took  place,  but  nothing 
which  could  tend  to  discover  the  murderers. 

His  Majesty's  birth-day  was  kept  with  all  the  ' 
honours  the  colony  were  capable  of  shewing; 
the  Sirius  and  Supply  fired  several  vollies,  and 
in  honour  of  his  majesty's  second  brother,  the 
Governor  fixed  the  boundaries  of  the  first  county 
on  the  island,  and  named  it  Cumberland  county. 
Each  person  in  the  colon}^  drank  his  Majesty's 
health,  and  those  sent  to  the  rocks  as  a  punish- 
ment, received  a  free  pardon.  That  vicious 
minds  never  lose  an  opportunity  of  taking  an 
advantage  is  universally  admitted,  and  the  little 
liberty  allowed  the  convicts  this  evening,  af- 
forded them  an  opportunity  of  plundering  many 
huts  and  tents.  An  officer  on  going  to  his  tent, 
found  a  convict,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  wound 
with  his  sword  before  he  could  secure  him.  For- 
tunately two  were  detected  and  executed,  but 
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one  of  these  was  out  of  the  way  for  19  days, 
secreting  himself  by  day,  and  coming  at  night 
to  the  colony  to  rob  the  huts  and  tents. 

EcoiiQmy  is  one  of  those  virtues  which  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  reign  among  convicts  ; 
they  were  so  destitute  of  it,  that  they  would 
not  manage  to  use  their  provisions  so  as  to  last 
the  week,  but  by  devouring  the  whole  in  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  were  totally  without 
for  the  latter  part. 

One  of  these  improvident  men  made  his 
week's  allowance  of  flour  (which  was  at  that 
time  8lbs.)  into  cakes,  and  eat  them  at  one 
meal.  The  consequence  was,  he  was  taken 
both  senseless  and  speechless,  and  next  day  died. 
A  convict,  to  whose  care  was  entrusted  the 
cattle,  let  4  cows  and  2  bulls  stray  away,  and  did 
not  inform  the  Governor  of  the  loss  for  2  days, 
every  exertion  was  made  use  of  to  recover  them, 
but  after  a  fruitless  search  for  many  days,  they 
were  given  up  as  lost.  As  the  weather  became 
colder  the  fish  deserted  the  coast  so  much  that 
few  were  to  be  caught,  and  from  this  cause  the 
natives  suffered  so  much,  that  one  old  man  was 
found  nearly  starved  to  death.  On  the  22d  a 
slight  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  observed,  it 
lasted  two  or  three  seconds,  but  was  so  slight 
that  many  did  not  feel  it.  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
'Alexander,  Borrowdale,  and  Friendship,  com- 
pleted their  stores,  and  sailed  for  England  on 
the  14th  of  Julj^  and  on  the  20th  the  Supply 
sailed  with  provisions  for  Norfolk  Island.  Two 
transports  now  only  remained,  and  every  pre- 
paration was  making  for  clearing  and  discharg- 
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ing  them.     A  cellar  was  made,  to  receive  the 
stock  of  spirits  from  on  board  the  Fishbourn, 
and  the  provisions  from  the   Golden   Grove 
were  placed  in  the  large  store-house.  As  many 
accidents  happened  by  fire,  an  order  was  issued 
to  prevent  chimneys  being  built  in  those  huts 
that  were  thatched.     When  our  people  were 
fishing,  it  was   by  no  means  uncommon  for 
some  of  the  natives  to  come  down  and  help 
them  haul  the  seine,  for  which  assistance  they 
usuall}'^  had  a   share  of  the  fish  given  them. 
However,one  day,driven  by  hunger,or  some  less 
honest  motive,  they  came  and  took  more  than 
half  what  was  brought  on  shore  ;  they  were 
armed,  and  had  a  party  in  the  rear  with  spears 
poised,  ready  to  throw,  if  any  resistance  had 
been  made;  but,  for  the  future,  a  petty  officer 
was  ordered  to  go  with  every  fishing  boat  down 
the  harbour.     Notwithstanding  all  the  orders 
that  could  be  given  to  prevent  offending  the 
natives,  they  had,  in   toto,  no  eflTect  on  the 
convicts;  for,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Go- 
vernor's regular  orders,   they  would  wander 
about,   often    only    two    together,    and   even 
singly.    On  the  27th,  as  two  convicts  strayed 
in  this  way,  the  natives  made  signs  to  them 
to  go  back,  which  they  did,  but  ran  diflerent 
ways;  the   natives,  seeing  this,  threw  spears 
at  them  ;  one  escaped,  but  the  other  received 
two  spears,  on  which  he  swam  over  the  bay, 
and  said  the  natives  laughed  at  him. 
The  beginning  of  August  was  so  very  rainy. 
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that  all  building,  and  indeed  labour  of  every 
kind,  was  suspended,  and  considerable  damage 
was  done  to  the  brick-kiln,  which  fell  in;  a 
quantity  of  bricks  were  spoilt,  and  the  very 
roads  were  unable  to  be  passed.  Till  the  1 4th, 
when  the  weather  changed,  no  work  could  be 
done.  During  the  unfavourable  deluge  thefts 
were  frequent;  a  sheep,  intended  for  celebrat- 
ing the  Prince  of  Wales's  birth-day,  was  stolen ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  Governor  offered  the 
reward  of  emancipation  for  the  discovery,  it 
was  without  effect:  but  the  Prince's  birth-day 
was  observed  by  a  cessation  from  labour  ;  and 
the  colours  were  displayed  at  the  flag-staff,  on 
this  and  other  birth-days  of  the  Ro^^al  Famil}^ 

A  party  of  the  natives,  on  the  21st,  landed 
from  five  canoes,  near  where  the  observatory  I 
was  building  :  while  some  engaged  the  work- 
men and  officers,  the  others  endeavoured  to 
take  away  a  goat  from  the  hospital;  but,  being 
resisted  by  a  sailor,  they  held  their  spears  at 
him  till  he  retreated;  then  killed  the  goat,  and 
putting  it  in  a  canoe,  bore  tov^ards  Long  Cove. 
The  Governor  followed  them,  and  got  up  with  „ 
some  of  the  party,  but  neither  could  meet  with 
the  offenders  nor  the  goat.  The  Supply,  on 
the  26th,  arrived  from  Norfolk  Island,  with  ac- 
counts, that  the  flax  plant  had  been  discovered, 
and  was  growing  luxuriantly;  but  the  wheat 
seed  was  found  to  have  been  heated  on  the 
passage,  and  would  not  vegetate. 

One  of  the  most  artful  convicts  amused  the 
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settlement  at  Sydney  Cove,  with  an  accountof 
a  gold  mine  he  pretended  to  have  discovered, 
and  offered  to  conduct  an  officer  to  the  spot. 
A  boat  was  got  ready  ;  but,  on  landing  at  the 
place,  he  prevailed  on  the  officer  to  send  away 
the  boat,  and  afterwards  left  him,  and  arrived 
at  the  colony,  some  hours  before  the  officer, 
saying,  he  sent  him  for  a  guard;  but, before  that 
gentleman  returned,  he  escaped  into  the  wood, 
and  did  not  return  till  next  day,  when  he  had 
fifty  lashes  for  the  imposition ;  however,  he  per- 
sisted that  he  had  discovered  a  metal,  of  which 
he  produced  a  bit.  The  Governor  returned, 
about  this  time,  from  an  excursion,  and,  on 
hearing  his  tale,  ordered  him  to  be  again  taken 
down  the  harbour  ;  and  told  the  man,  that,  if 
it  turned  out  a  deception,  he  would  put  him 
to  death.  This  saved  more  trouble,  for  the 
man  confessed  he  had  invented  the  tale  to 
impose  on  the  crews  of  the  Fishbourn  and 
Golden  Grove,  who,  under  the  idea  of  having 
gold  dust  from  him,  would  let  him  have  cloth- 
ing, &c. ;  and  the  specimens  exhibited  were 
made  from  part  of  a  brass  buckle  and  a  guinea, 
the  remains  of  which  he  produced :  for  this 
trick  he  had  one  hundred  lashes,  and  wore  a 
canvas  frock,  with  an  R  cut  and  sewed  on  it, 
to  render  him  a  more  conspicuous  Rogue  than 
the  rest ;  but,  so  ignorant  were  many,  that 
they  believed  he  had  really  discovered  a  gold 
mine,  notwithstanding  his  confession,  and 
the  reward  he  highly  deserved,  justly  obtain- 
ed, and  still  publicly  wore. 
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Those  who  were  imprudent  enough  to  ex- 
ceed the  Jimits  laid  down,  without  taking 
arms,  continued  to  he  molested  by  the  natives. 
In  the  course  of  this  month  a  stra^'ing  convict 
was  beaten,  stripped,  and  would  have  been 
murdered  by  them,  had  they  not  been  alarmed 
by  a  musket  going  off,  on  which  they  left 
him,  and  his  clothes,  as  fast  as  they  could. 

September  arrived,  and  the  wheat   sown  at 
Port  Jackson  seemed  to  promise  as  littleas  that 
at  Norfolk  Island,  therefore  the  Governor  or- 
idered  the  Sirius  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
for  seed,  and  as  much  flour  as  she  could  stow, 
for  the  use  of  the   colony ;  that  she  might 
bring  a  greater  quantity,  her  guns  were  landed 
on  the  west  point  of  the  cove:  the   Golden 
Grove  was  also  ordered  to  prepare  for  taking 
stores,   provisions,  and  convicts,  to  Norfolk 
Island.     A  house  for  the  stores  of  the  detach- 
ment being  now  finished,  they  were  landed 
from  the  Sirius,  and  placed  in  it.     A  boat  of 
.eight  oars,  and  another  of  sixteen,  sent  out  in 
frame,  were  now   put  together.      The   only 
cow  left   went  mad,  and  was   obliged   to  be 
shot,  though  with  calf     The  Golden  Grove, 
on  the  2d  of  October,  received  thirty-two  con- 
victs, a  party  of  marines,  and  two  seamen,  from 
the  Sirius  on  board,  for  Norfolk  Island  ;  and 
the  Sirius  sailed,  the  same  day,  fqr  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  from  which  time  lib.  of  flour  was 
deducted  per  week  from  those  who  received 
the  full  allowance,  and  two-thirds  of  a  pound 
ffom  those  at  a  shorter  allowance  ;  and  thu^  i(; 
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was  to  continue  till  the  return  of  the  Sirius  ; 
but  by  this  deduction  labour  was  not  affected. 
Some  convicts  were  employed  in  procuring 
timber,  to  form  a  bridge  over  the  stream  at 
the  head  of  the  cove.  A  party  of  natives,  on 
the  24th,  met  a  stray  convict,  and  threw 
spears  at  him,  but,  luckily,  without  effect. 
On  having  information  of  this,  the  Governor 
went,  with  an  armed  party,  and,  hearing  some 
natives  in  the  bushes,  fired  among  them,  being 
determined  they  should  keep  from  the  colony. 
The  Governor,  in  one  of  his  excursions,  dis- 
covered some  fine  land,  at  the  bead  of  the 
cove,  which,  from  its  form,  he  called  the 
Crescent ;  and,  having  determined  to  fix  a  set- 
tlement there,  on  the  2d  of  November  he 
went,  to  mark  out  ground  for  a  redoubt  and 
other  buildings,  and,  on  the  4th,  twenty  con- 
victs, who  understood  the  farming  business, 
were  dispatched  to  him.  This  spot  was 
named  Rose  Hill,  and  the  earth  being  of  supe- 
rior quality  to  that  about  Sydney  Cove,  and 
free  from  rocks,  it  promised  well  for  the  in- 
crease of  grain.  The  Golden  Grove  returned 
on  the  10th,  with  very  favourable  accounts 
from  Norfolk  Island  ;  Lieutenant  King  wrote, 
that  his  people  were  healthy,  vegetables  and 
fish  were  in  abundance,  that  his  gardens  flou- 
rished, and  the  grain  last  sown  promised  a  fine 
crop.  On  the  19th  the  two  store-ships  sailed 
for  England,  by  which  the  Governor  sent 
home   dispatches,      The  redoubt,   began  in 
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July,  was  this  oionth  completed,  and  two 
pieces  of  ordnance  mounted  in  it.  The  con- 
vict who  fabricated  the  storyof  the  goid  mine 
had,  for  some  time,  been  observed  to  have  be- 
come very  lazy,  and  to  neglect  his  vrork  ;  and, 
at  length,  he  was  convicted  of  housebreaking, 
and  suffered  death.  Before  he  was  turned  off 
he  mentioned  two  women,  who  received  the 
property  he,  at  various  times,  stole.  These 
were  afterwards  apprehended,  and  one  of 
them  made  an  example  of:  her  head  was 
shaved,  and  a  canvas  frock  put  on  her,  with 
R.  S.  G.  (Receiver  of  Stolen  Goods)  painted 
on,  and  was  to  be  punished,  if  ever  seen  with- 
out it.  It  was  hoped,  that  shame  would  ope- 
rate on  some  of  the  convicts,  at  least,  for  of 
many  no  good  could  be  expected  ;  they  were 
too  callous  for  any  thing  human  to  reform, 
and  so  lazy,  that  no  more  work  could  be  ob- 
tained from  them,  than  just  enough  to  prevent 
that  punishment  which  was  the  reward  of 
total  neglect.  At  length  the  Governor  or- 
dered, that  those  who  did  not  do  the  work 
allotted  them  should  only  receive  two-thirds 
of  the  allowance  of  provisions.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  were  some  few  convicts,  whose 
conduct  was  marked  by  obedience  and  atten- 
tion, but  these  never  associated  with  the  vile 
ones.  So  eager  was  one  of  the  convicts  to  re- 
turn to  England,  at  the  end  of  his  time,  that 
he  sold  part  of  his  provisions,  from  time  to 
time,  to  other  convicts,  to  get  money  for  his 
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passage  ;  and,  at  last,  he  died  for  want,  leaving 
behind  him  a  whole  week's  provisions,  in- 
tended for  sale. 

A  boat-house  was  began,  under  JMr.  Ried, 
the  carpenter  of  the  Supply,   to  build  boats, 
&c.,    with   the  timber  of  this  country.     A 
landing-place  was  formed,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  cove,  and,  on  the  west  side,  a  powder 
magazine  v.as   marked  out,   to   be   built   of 
stone.     The  Governor  determined  to  procure 
one  or  two  natives,   and  bring  them  to  the 
settlement,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the 
native    language ;    that,    by   a   capability   of 
conversing,  both  parties  might  acquire  a  pro- 
per knowledge  of  the  other,  and  know  their 
friends  and  enemies.     Accordingly,  on  De- 
cember 30th,  Lieutenants  Ball  and  Johnstone 
seized  a  young  man,  and  brought  him  to  the 
Governor,  who  had  him  clothed,  and  a  light 
iron  put  on  his  wrist  ;  he  was  then  committed 
to  the  care   of  a  convict,   who  could  be  well 
trusted.     A  hut  had  been  prepared,  and  in  this 
he  slept  well  all  the  first  night,  and  made  no 
attempt  to  escape.     Thunder,  lightning,  rain, 
and  hot  weather,   closed  the  year ;    yet  these 
violent  commotions  of  the  elements  by  no 
means  gave  the  most  judicious  an  unfavourable 
opinion  of  the  climate;  neither  did  the  frequent 
enormities,  committed  by  the  more  depraved 
part  of  the  convicts,  make  the  enlightened  part 
of  the  colony  despair  of  eventually  effecting  all 
the  good  which  could  be  rationally  expected. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Idleness,  the  mothei;  of  all  vices,  held  au 
absolute  sway  over  the  convicts  ;  but  this  was 
not  the  only  evil  to  be  complained  of.  Thefts, 
which  may  be  called  the  children  of  Idleness, 
were  no  strangers  to  the  colony  :  one  com- 
rnitted  a  robbery,  and  fled  to  the  woods,  but 
came,  every  night,  to  rob  the  tents  and  huts  ; 
and,  once,  effected  a  robbery  on  the  public 
store :  however,  he  was  taken,  tried,  and  hung. 
Another,  for  stabbing  a  woman,  with  whom  he 
lived,  was  sentenced  to  have  seven  hundred 
lashes,  half  of  which  he  had  at  the  time  the 
other  was  executed.  When  one  of  our  boats 
went  down  the  harbour  with  convicts,  to  cut 
rushes,  some  natives  stole  three  jackets;  on  the 
discovery,  they  were  pursued,  when  they  left 
their  canoe,  and,  landing,  ran  into  the  woods  : 
but  our  people,  notwithstanding  the  continual 
orders,  to  touch  nothing  belonging  to  the  na- 
tives, retained  the  canoe  ;  on  seeing  which, 
they  threw  a  spear,  and  wounded  the  cock- 
swain. The  young  native,  that  was  taken  to  the 
colony  in  December,  was  now  taken  down  the 
harbour,  and  conversed  several  times  with  his 
friends, but  had  nowishtoleave  the  settlement. 
Xo  prevent  the  convicts' practice  of  selling  their 
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clothes,  the  Governor  ordered,  that  any  person 
buying  them,  should,  on  information,  be  obliged 
to  redeliver  them,  and  lose  the  money  they 
might  have  given  for  them. 

At  the  end  of  February,  the  detachment  took 
possession  of  their  barracks,  and  a  brick  guard- 
house was  began.  At  Rose-Hill  the  ground 
Was  being  cleared,  but  the  labour  of  removing 
the  timber  when  cut  down,  very  much  retarded 
the  progress  of  our  people.  One  of  the  convicts, 
in  March,  strayed  away  to  the  woods,  to  obtain 
a  herb  called  by  us  the  sweet  tea,  and  he  was 
murdered  by  the  natives.  The  brickmakers* 
gang,  to  which  this  man  belonged,  determined 
on  revenge,  and  arming  themselves  with  sticks, 
proceeded  against  the  natives,  but  met  a  larger 
number  than  they  expected,  who  threw  spears 
at  them,  and  killed  one  man  and  wounded  six. 
On  this,  a  well  armed  party  was  sent  out,  who 
found  the  body  of  the  man,  and  a  boy  whom 
they  had  wounded  and  nearly  cut  hi^  left  ear 
off.  Notwithstanding  this  party  suffered  so 
much,  by  going  without  orders  against  the 
natives,  the  Governor  determined  to  punish 
them,  and  ordered  those  not  wounded  to  have 
150  lashes  each,  and  as  soon  as  the  others  re- 
covered, they  were  to  have  the  same.  Six 
soldiers  were  discovered,  in  a  plan  they  had  long 
executed,  of  robbing  the  store,  by  means  of  a 
false  key,  which  breaking  in  the  lock,  led  to  a 
discovery,  and  the  six  were  tried  and  hung.  In 
the  mean   time  Norfolk  Island  escaped  an  in- 
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surrection.     The  Supply  returned   from   there 
on  the  24th. 

On  Thursday,  the  26th  of  February,  early  in 
the   morning,    a   hurricane    visited   the  island, 
several  pines,  of  180  feet  in  length  and  upwards, 
were  blown   down,    and   from   then   till   noon 
the  wind  increased,   with  torrents  of  rain.     A 
very  large  oak  was  blown  on  the  granary,   and 
dashed  it   to  pieces,   breaking  several  barrels   of 
flour.     At  noon  the  storm  was  so  violent,  that 
it  blew  up  more  trees   than  50  men  could  have 
felled   in    a   fortnight,  and    the  gardens,    both 
public  and  private,  were  destroyed.    Lieutenant 
King's   people  were  in  good  health,  and  he  re- 
tained the  same  good  opinion  of  the  climate,  he 
entertained  at  first ;  for  the  internal  defence  of 
the  island  he   had  formed  the  free  people  into  a 
militia,   and   general  satisfaction  was  visible  in 
every  countenance  when   the   Supply  dropped 
anchor  in  the  cove.     The  Governor,  ever  anxi- 
ous to  discover  all  that  could  be  of  use  to  the 
island's  prosperity,  directed,  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  large  bay  on  the 
North  shore,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  suffi- 
cient depth  of  water  was  discovered  for  foreign 
ships   to  anchor  in.     The   Governor  called  it 
Neutral  Bay.     Early  in  this  month  the  people 
gave  information,   that  on  going  to  the  harbour 
they  found   the  caves  filled  with  dead   bodies 
of  the  natives.     The  cause  of  this  was  disco- 
vered  on   bringing  two  men,   a  boy,   and  a  girl, 
to  the  colony,  when   it   proved  to  be  the  small- 
pox.    The   two    men    were  overcome  by  the 
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disease  too  much  to  recover,  but  the  boy  and 
girl  did  very  well  directly.  The  native  who 
resided  with  us  said,  whole  families  were  killed 
by  it,  and  that  many  to  avoid  it,  flew  to  the 
woods.  When  the  boy  recovered,  he  was  taken 
by  Mr.  White,  the  surgeon,  of  whom  the  boy 
was  very  fond,  and  the  girl  was  taken  by  the 
clergyman's  wife.  From  the  time  the  children 
came  to  us,  the  native  who  lived  in  the  set- 
tlement was  very  attentive  to  them,  and,  as 
was  feared  by  every  body,  he  caught  the  infec- 
tion and  died.  At  five  in  the  evening,  on  the 
6th,  after  an  absence  of  seven  months  and  six 
days,  the  Sirius,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
anchored  in  the  cove.  She  arrived  at  the  Cape 
on  the  2d  of  January,  and  sailed  on  her  return 
on  the  20th  of  February.  In  a  gale  she  suffered 
much  damage.  She  brought  127,000  weight  of 
flour  for  the  settlement,  and  twelve  months 
provisions  for  her  crew.  The  latter  end  of  May 
several  convicts  reported  they  had  seen  the 
body  of  a  white  man  in  a  cove  at  a  distance  ;  a 
muster  was  called  and  no  one  found  absent  but 
a  black  named  Caesar,  who  had  absconded  from 
the  service  of  an  officer,  and  taken  with  him  a 
gun,  an  iron  pot,  and  some  provisions  ;  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time,  however,  he  was  caught, 
and  as  the  idea  of  death  seemed  to  have  no 
effect  on  his  mind,  the  Governor  ordered  him 
to  be  kept  at  work  on  Garden  Island  in  fetters. 
The  King's  birth  day  was  celebrated  with  every 
possible  respect  on  June  4th,  1789,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ceremonies  of  last  year,  the  ordnance 
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of  the  colony  was  fired  for  the  first  time,  and  iri 
the  evening,  some  of  the  convicts  were  suffered 
to  perform  the  comedy  of  the  Recruiting 
Officer.  On  the  following  day  Lieut.  Cresswell, 
with  a  body  of  marines,  sailed  in  the  Supply 
for  Norfolk  Island.  The  Governor  returned 
on  the  l4th  of  July,  from  a  second  excursion 
up  the  river  Hawkesbury,  in  which  he  was  im- 
peded by  a  shallow  just  above  a  hill,  he  called 
liichmond  Hill.  Two  years  had  now  elapsed, 
and  several  convicts  claimed  the  privileges  of 
free  men,  but,  by  some  accident,  the  proper 
papers  for  ascertaining  the  facts  had  been  left 
in  England  ;  and  though  no  profit  hardly  could 
arise  from  the  freedom  being  granted,  they 
were  anxious  for  it,  so  the  Governor  directed 
the  Judge  Advocate  to  take  the  affidavits  of 
those  who  could  svyear  their  time  was  expired, 
and  recommended  them  to  work  for  the  public 
till  tlie  papers  left  in  England  should  arrive. 
The  live  stock  of  the  colony  now  became  an 
object  of  attention:  it  was  observed,  that  all  the 
animals  kept  for  breeding  brought  forth  a 
erreater  number  of  males  than  females,  as  in  a 
litter  of  twelve  pigs,  nine  were  males,  and  only 
one  kid  out  of  seven  ^yas  a  female,  and  it  gene- 
rally happened  in  the  same  proportion.  This 
circumstance  was  of  serious  consequence;  for  it 
threatened  to  retard  the  time  when  the  assist- 
ance from  the  mother  country  could  be  dispensed 
with.  From  Lieut.  King,  at  Norfolk  Island, 
the'Supply  brought  dispatches,  saying  17  acres 
of  ground  had  been  cleared,  that  he  was  erecting 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  77 

a  store-house,  and  had  made  a  road  from 
Sydney  to  Cascade  Bay,  and  a  cotton  tree  was 
discovered. 

The  continual  depredations  committed  in  the 
colony,  drew  every  good  mind  to  consider  some 
mode  of  relief,  and  at  length  a  plan  was  pro- 
posed by  one  Harris,  a  convict,  for  a  night 
watch,  to  take  up  such  as  might  be  out  after  a 
given  hour,  and  to  be  assisted  by  the  military 
if  wanted.  This  proposal  was  accepted  by  the 
Governor,  and  adopted  on  the  8th  of  iVugust. 
On  a  survey  of  the  Sirius,  she  was  found  to 
want  considerable  repairs,  which  commenced 
directly. 

As  Henry  Hacking,  who  was  suffered  to  go 
into  the  woods  to  shoot  fowls,  was  thus  employ- 
ed, a  stone  was  thrown  at  him  with  great  force, 
and  on  looking  about,  saw  about  forty  natives  in 
the  bushes:  wishing  to  get  rid  of  them,  he  pre- 
sented his  piece  several  times,  but  instead  of 
going  away  they  followed  him,  on  which  he  fired, 
and  on  discharging  a  second  time,  they  went 
away.  The  purser  of  the  Sirius,  who  was  cut- 
ting wood,  received  a  visit  from  a  few  natives, 
who  hid  his  axes  in  the  bushes,  but  finding  he 
missed  them,  they  ran  off,  and  left  two  children 
behind  them,  which  the  purser,  Mr.  Pahner, 
detained  till  he  recovered  the  property  lost. 

The  corn  promised  a  grateful  return  at  Rose- 
Hill,  where  an  emu  was  killed,  whicli,  on  being 
opened,  contained  fifty  eggs.  In  October  a 
vessel  was  launched,  which  was  employed  in 
faking  provisions,  &c.  to  Rose-Hill.     It  was 
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now  discovered  that  the  store  was  infested  with 
rats,  and  on  removing  them,  eight  casks  of  flour 
were  found  destroyed. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  the  quantity 
of  provisions  issued  to  the  males  in  the  colony 
was  reduced  one-third,  except  spirits.  This 
measure  was  adopted  from  the  uncertainty  of 
hearing  from  England  ;  it  was,  however,  found 
requisite  to  issue  this  ration  of  provisions  on 
Saturdays  and  Wednesdays,  to  make  them  last 
the  proper  time. 

Captain  Hunter,  on  the  7th  of  November, 
brought  the  Sirius  into  the  cove  perfectly  re- 
paired and  fit  for  sea.  The  Supply  on  the  llth 
sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  and  was  to  call  at 
Lord  Howe  Island  in  quest  of  turtle.  By  the 
activity  of  the  watchmen,  a  female  convict  was 
taken  up  for  house  breaking,  and  received  sen- 
tence to  die,  when  she  pleaded  being  with  child; 
but  a  jury  of  women  pronouncing  otherwise,  she 
was  executed,  and  previous  to  being  hung,  ac- 
knowledged she  only  said  she  was  so,  to  save  her 
life.  One  of  the  colony  boats  caught  as  many 
fish  in  the  seine  as  would  have  served  the  whole 
settlement  a  day,  had  it  not  burst,  and  a  boat 
belonging  to  the  Sirius  caught  near  fifty  large 
fish,  which  were  called  light  horsemen,  from  a 
bone  that  grew  out  of  the  head  like  a  helmet. 
On  the  25th  of  November  two  natives  were 
secured;  they  were  known  by  the  children,  who 
informed  them  of  the  safety  they  were  in,  but 
being  dissatisfied,  one  effected  his  escape  with 
an  iron  on  his  ancle,  and  the  other  was  detected 
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when  going  to  follow  the  first.     This  month  a 
brick  house  was  began  for  the  Judge-Advocate, 
and  in  December  the  harvest  was  got  in  ;  at 
Rose-Hill  it  produced  200  bushels  of  wheat,  35 
of  barley,   a  few  oats,  and  a  small   quantity  of 
Indian  corn,  all  of  which  was  reserved  for  seed, 
and  25  bushels  of  barley  was  produced  from  a 
small  spot  of  ground,  called    the   Governor's 
Farm,  at  Sydney.     The   Supply  returned  from 
Norfolk  Island  on  the  21st,  in  her  visit  to  Lord 
Howe   Island,    IS   turtle  were   turned,   but  as 
several  died  on  the  passage  only  four  could  be 
left  there.     A  few  days  before  Christmas  a  cab- 
bage was  cut  at  Rose-Hill,  that  weighed  261bs. 
On  the  7th  of  January,  1790,  the  Supply  sailed 
for  Norfolk  Island,   with   convicts  and  stores, 
as  Lieut.  King  wished  more  hands  to  be  sent  to 
him.     A  convict,  whose  term  the  Governor  was 
convinced  had  expired,   signified  a  wish  to   be- 
come a  settler,  and  as  he  had  been  bred  to  the 
business  of  a  farmer,   and  by  his  good   conduct 
and  industry  while  in  the  colony,  manifested  a 
strong  desire   to  return  to  a  good  line  of  life, 
the   Governor  ordered  two  acres  of  ground  to 
be    cleared,    and    a    hut    built  for    him,    and 
supplied  him  with   tools,  seed,   and  live  stock, 
that  he  might  commence  farmer.     Anxiety  now 
became  seriously  visible;   for  the  flour  brought 
from   England   was   expended,     and   only  that 
procured  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  remained. 
On  the  South  head  of  the  harbour  a  flag-staff 
was  erected,   and  a  hut  for  those  who  attended 
it.     This  was  meant  to  serve  as  a  signal  for  any 
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vessel  that  might  arrive,  and  that  the  settle- 
ment  might  learn  when  any  came  in  view.  Fish 
was  often  caught  in  great  abundance,  and  one 
night,  enough  was  taken  to  afford  two  pounds 
to.  every  person  in  the  settlement,  which  was 
given  them  exclusive  of  the  regular  provisions. 
The  Governor  directed  boats  to  go  out  three 
times  a-week  to  fish  for  the  public,  and  the 
produce  was  of  great  service.  Caesar,  who  was 
sent  to  work  on  Garden  Island,  effected  his 
escape,  and  got  to  Rose-Hill,  from  whence  he 
returned  on  the  30th  very  much  wounded  by 
some  natives  ;  but  he  said  he  had  discovered 
the  cattle  lost  from  the  colony,  and  in  endea- 
vouring to  drive  them  before  him,  the  natives 
threw  spears  at  him.  From  his  known  character 
this  was  paid  no  attention  to,  but  he  was 
secured  and  taken  to  the  hospital  to  be  healed 
of  his  wounds.  On  the  10th  of  February,  a 
signal  was  made  from  the  flag-staff;  every  mind 
was  big  with  expectation,  in  full  hopes  of  hear- 
ing from  England,  but  it  proved  only  the 
Supply  on  her  return  from  Norfolk  Island, 
being  unable  to  bear  up  to  Port  Jackson  she 
had  gone  to  Botany  Bay.  Lieut.  King  informed 
the  Governor  that  his  wheat  had  returned  20 
fold,  and  his  people  were  healthy,  and  that  the 
wardens  flourished.  The  soil  at  Norfolk  Island 
bearing  such  an  evident  superiority  over  that 
of  the  settlement,  determined  the  Governor  to 
send  a  number  of  convicts  there,  with  two  com- 
panies of  marines.  A  month  passed  in  making 
preparations  for  their  departure.     The  weather 
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v»'as  very  bad,  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents, 
doinsr  ffreat  damasfe  amono-  the.  huts  of  the  con- 
victs.  The  allowance  of  spirits,  which  had 
hitherto  been  half  a  pint  day,  was,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  reduced  to  half  that  quantity. 
On  the  3rd  two  companies  of  marines,  with 
their  officers,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  a 
surgeon,  embarked  on  board  the  ships  Sirius 
and  Supply.  On  the  following  day  \]6  male 
and  6S  female  convicts,  and  27  children,  were 
put  on  board.  Caesar  was  one  of  the  male  con- 
victs whom  the  Governor  pardoned,  and  one  of 
an  opposite  description,  foy  his  conduct  had 
been  so  good  as  to  raise  him  to  the  privileges  of 
freedom,  and  he  was  now  sent  as  an  assistant 
to  a  medical  sfentleman  at  Norfolk  Island. 
The  Sirius  and  Supply  sailed  on  the  6th.  Cap- 
tain Hunter  left,  at  the  South  Head,  the  gunner, 
a  midshipman,  and  six  of  the  Sirius's  crew. 
Those  who  remained  at  Sydney  had  all  the 
Governor's  attention.  He  visited  the  huts  left 
empty  by  those  gone  to  Norfolk  Island,  and 
gave  them  to  those  whose  huts  were  in  a  miser- 
able state  ;  and,  that  this  kindness  might  not 
fail  to  have  some  good  effect,  they  were  told, 
that  unless  both  the  huts  and  gardens  were 
kept  in  a  good  state,  they  would  be  turned  out, 
and  that  they  might  have  time  to  do  this, 
Wednesday  afternoon  and  all  Saturday  was 
allowed  them.  Oo  the  27th  a  still  shorter  ratio 
was  found  requisite  to  be  adopted,  and  4  lbs.  of 
flour,  four  pounds  and  a  half  of  pork,  and  one 
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pound  and  a  half  of  rice,  was  all  that  could  be 
allowed  per  week  for  each  person.  This  conse- 
quently affected  the  capability  of  working  so 
much,  that  it  was  ordered  to  begin  work  at  sun 
rise  and  end  at  one  o'clock,  allowing  a  little 
time  for  breakfast ;  and  the  afternoon  was 
allowed  them  to  receive  their  provisions  and 
work  in  their  gardens.  The  same  regulations 
were  adopted  at  Rose  Hill,  and  the  night  watch 
was  urged  to  be  very  active.  The  little  live 
stock  now  began  to  be  an  evil,  for  those  to  whom 
it  belonged,  being  unable  to  keep  them  regularly 
fed,  suffered  them  to  range  about,  and  as  they  did 
considerable  damage  in  the  gardens,  the  Governor 
ordered  them  to  be  kept  up  at  night,  for  if  caught 
in  any  garden  they  should  be  forfeited. 

On  the  3d  of  April  it  was  directed,  that  all 
the  fish  caught  should  be  issued  at  the  public 
store,  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  of  fish  to  two 
pounds  and  a  half  of  pork,  for,  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  the  smallest  saving  was  an  object. 
The  want  of  supplies  from  England  threw  a 
gloom  over  every  person  in  the  settlement,  which 
was  materially  augmented  by  the  loss  of  the 
Sirius,  on  the  reef  at  Norfolk  Island;  this  nearly 
banished  all  hope,  as  it  was  to  this  ship  going 
for  provisions  that  all  looked  for  relief.  Every 
exertion  was  made  to  save  the  ship,  without 
effect,  but  no  life  was  lost,  and  the  major  part 
of  the  provisions  on  board  were  saved.  After 
the  loss  of  the  Sirius  it  was  found  requisite  to 
proclaim  martial  law  ;  and  that  two  keys  should 
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be  made  to  the  public  store,  one  to  be  kept  by 
Captain  Hunter,  in  behalf  of  the  seamen,  and 
the  other  by  some  person  on  the  part  of  the 
military  ;  and,  the  next  day,  the  troops,  sea- 
men, and  convicts,  being  informed  of  the  resolu- 
tions, shewed  their  satisfaction,  by  passing  under 
the  colours  displayed  on  purpose.  The  Supply 
brought  the  Commandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  and 
upwards  of  thirty  persons,  lately  of  the  Sirius. 

Thus  situated,  the  Governor  called  a  council, 
when  the  dreadful  situation  of  the  colony  was 
viewed;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  even  the  small  ra- 
tio of  provisions  must  be  reduced  to  all  but  chil- 
dren under  18  months.     All  private  boats  were 
to  be  given  u»p  for  the  public  use,  to  be  used  in 
fishing,  and  men  were  to  shoot  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colony.    The  fishing-boats  not  succeeding  in 
the  fishery  at  Botany  Bay,  were  sent  to  Sydney, 
with  considerable  success,  but  as  the  men  em- 
ployed were  not  found  trust-worthy,  an  officer 
accompanied  them.     On  the  7th,  four  hundred 
pounds  weight  of  fish  were  caught  and  issued  ; 
but  from  that  day,  during  the  month,  so  little  was 
caught,  that  all  the  private  boats  were  returned, 
and  the  men  employed  in  them  taken  to  the 
boats  of  government,  and   the  shooting  proved 
ineffectual ;  necessity  became  pressing,  and  the 
colony  had  to  deplore  the  non-arrival  of  stores 
from  England  ;  the  only  mean  left  was,  to  send 
Lieutenant  Ball,  in  the  Supply,  to  Batavia,  to 
get  eight  months*  provision  for  the  ship,  and 
hire  another,  to  assist  in  bringing  to  the  colony 
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200,000  lbs.  of  flour,  C0,000  lbs.  of  pork, 
S0,000  lbs.  of  beef,  70,000  lbs.  of  rice, 
with  necessaries  for  the  hospital.  Distant  as  the 
period  must  be  when  these  could  arrive,  they 
were  the  only  ones  to  be  depended  on.  She 
sailed  on  the  17th  of  April,  and  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  return  in  less  than  six  months.  What 
tender  anxiety  must  every  one  have  felt  when 
this  vessel  sailed  !  every  hope  rested  on  its 
success;  and,  as  the  mast-head  became  invisible, 
a  prayer  for  her  safety  must  have  burst  from 
every  heart,  and  a  tear  thrilled. from  each  eye, 
on  losing  the  object  of  its  attention. 

Notwithstanding  the  distressed  state  of  the 
colony,  care  was  taken  to  reserve  300  bushels  of 
wheat  for  seed,  and  the  Governor,  with  his  usual 
consideration  of  the  public  good,  gave  up  300 
weight  of  flour,  which  was  his  own  propert}^ 
and  received  only  the  same  ratio  for  himself  as 
the  soldier  or  the  convict.  Thus  the  hut  of  the 
convict  and  the  government-house  knew  alike 
the  miseries  of  want.  But,  though  distress 
reigned  universally,  it  was  not  possible  to  pre- 
vent thefts.  A  female  convict,  coming  from 
Rose  Hill,  was  robbed  of  seven  days'  ratio  ;  and, 
as  the  state  of  the  store  would  not  afford  her 
loss  to  be  made  good,  she  was  left  to  the  charity 
of  the  rest,  who  had  themselves  by  far  too  little 
to  empower  them  to  work.  An  old  man,  who 
came  to  the  store  for  his  day's  allowance,  ex- 
hausted by  hunger  and  weakened  by  age,  was 
carried  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  the  next 
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day;  his  stomach  was  opened,  and  proved  empty, 
and  it  appeared,  on  inquiry,  that,  having  nothing 
to  cook  his  little  provision  in,  he  was  forced  to 
pay  forthe  loan  of  one  by  a  part  of  it ;  but,  when  he 
could  not  afford  to  do  thus,  he  was  oblged  to  eat 
it  raw,  which  caused  indigestion,  and  killed  him. 
At  Rose  Hill  no  misconduct  was  found  among 
the  convicts ;  a  kangaroo  was  caught  there  which 
weighed  180  lbs.   The  native  dogs  grew  trouble- 
some, as  they  came  in   numbers  by  night,   and 
killed  several  hogs.     The  colony  now  became  in 
want  of  salt,  so  two  boilers  were  erected  to  boil 
salt  water,  and  by  this  simple  means  was  obtained 
a  supply  of  that  useful  article  ;  and,  as  the  fish- 
ing tackle  began  to  decrease,  a  rope-maker,   (a 
convict,)  was  put  to  make  lines  from  the  bark  of 
a  tree,  like  the  natives.     The  little  labour  that 
could  be  obtained  from  a  starving  people,  was 
applied  to  getting  the  ground,  at  Rose  Hill  and 
Sydney,  ready  to  sow.     On  the  3d  of  June  every 
heart  was  delighted  by  the  long  expected  signal 
for  a  ship  in  sight,  at  South  Head,  and,  though  it 
blew  very  hard,  Captain  Tench,  and  theGover- 
nor'sSecretary,with  Mr.  White,  went  off,  at  great 
risk,  and  reached  the  ship  in  time  to  give  direc- 
tions for  her  being  placed  in  Spring  Cove.     She 
proved  to  be  the  Lady  Juliana  transport,   from 
London,  last  from  Plymouth,  from  whence  she 
sailed  on  the  29th  of  July,  with  222  female  con- 
victs on  board.     It  was  now  found,  that  the  not 
hearing  from  England  arose  from  neglect,  delay, 
and  misfortune,  and  the  latter  was  by  far  the  most 
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serious.     Two  months  after  the  Lady  Juliana, 
sailed  the  Guardian,  of 44  guns,  Lieutenant  Riou 
commander,  stored  with  provisions,  &c.,  which, 
joined  with  those  on  board   the  Juliana,  made 
enough  for  two  years,  including  clothing  for  the 
seamen,  marines,  and  convicts,  wines,  blankets, 
medicines,  tools,  ike.  &c.     The  Guardian  had  a 
large  collection  of  private  property,  for  the  offi- 
cers, on  board.     Lieutenant  Riou.  with  his  va- 
luable cargo,  touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
for  live  stock  for  the  colony,  and  took  on  board 
1^0  fruit  trees,  prepared  on  purpose,  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks.   This  ship,  unfor- 
tunately for  all  parties,  on  the  23d  of  December, 
struck  against  an  island  of  ice,  in  latitude  4  5°  54' 
south,  and   longitude  41°   33''  east,  which  did 
her  so  mucii  damage,  that,   to  prevent  her  in- 
stantly sinking,  the  greater  part  of  the  cargo, 
both  public  and  private  property,  was  obliged  to 
be  thrown  overboard.     The  live  stock  was  all 
killed,  and  the  trees  all  destroyed  ;  but  the  ship 
herself  was  saved,  and  had  just  regained  port  on 
the  Juliana's  arrival,   and  75  barrels  of  flour 
were    put   on   board  her  from   the   Guardian  ; 
added  to  these  circumstances,  the  Lady  Juliana 
brought  intelligence,  that  1000  convicts  were  to 
sail  from  England  shortly  after,  and  that  a  corps 
of  foot,  for  the  service  of  the  country,  was  raising. 
The  pleasure  felt  on  the  first  sight  of  the  Juliana 
was  considerably  depressed  by  the  unpleasant 
news  she  brought.  The  birth-day  of  his  Majesty 
was  kept  with  every  honour,  and  the  Governor 
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pardoned  all  those  in  confinement,  or  under  sen- 
tence of  punishment ;  and  the  9th  of  this  month 
was  appointed  to  be  kept  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
for  his  Majesty's  recovery  from  his  late  lament- 
able illness,  of  which  they  now  first  heard.  The 
LadyJulianacouldnotreach  the  cove  till  theGth. 
It  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that,  at  a  time  when 
a  cargo  of  any  thing,  but  convicts,  would  have 
been  of  service,  that  scarce  any  thing  else  should 
arrive,  but  fortunately,  the  colony  had  effectual 
relief  by  the  arrival  of  the  Justinian  store-ship, 
Maitland,  master,  with  provisions  and  requisites 
of  all  kinds,  from  England,  after  a  short  passage 
of  five  months.  Three  transports  were  now 
hourly  expected,  with  1000  convicts  and  detach- 
ments of  the  corps.  The  day  after  the  Justinian 
arrived  the  full  ratio  was  ordered  to  be  given,  and 
served  weekly,  and  the  drums  beat,  as  formerly, 
for  labour,  and  every  thing  resumed  its  former 
appearance.  A  shop  was  opened  on  shore,  by  the 
master  of  the  Juliana,  for  the  sale  of  grocery, 
stationery,  glass,  &c.,  &c.,  but  were  offered  so 
dear  as  to  sell  few.  On  the  26th  the  Surprize 
transport,  from  England,  Nicholas  Anstis master,* 
came  into  the  cove  ;  she  had  on  board  several 
officers  and  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  and  218  male  convicts.  This  vessel  sailed 
from  Portsmouth  on  the  19th  of  January,  with 
two  other  transports,  and  only  parted  with  theriGi 
between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  New  South 
Wales.  During  the  voyasje  they  buried  42,  and 
*  Mr.  Anstis  was  chief  mate  on  board  the  Lady  Fenihyn, 
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100  more  were  now  on  the  sick  list.  On  the 
28th  the  Neptune  and  Scarborough  anchored  off 
Garden  Island,  and  the  next  morning  entered  the 
cove.  Great  fears  had  been  entertained  that  these 
vessels  would  increase  the  sick  list,  and  these 
fears  were  realized,  for  the  next  day,  at  noon.  200 
sick  were  landed  from  the  transports.  On  the 
west  side  was  a  shocking  scene  ;  above  30  tents 
were  pitched  before  the  liospital,  and  all  the  huts 
in  the  neio-hbourhood  were  filled  with  sick  ;  many 
died,  being  brought  on  shore,  and  the  appearance 
of  those  not  on  the  sick  list  was  emaciated  ;  this, 
and  the  illness  of  the  others,  was  occasioned  by 
the  way  in  which  they  were  brought  over,  some 
in  irons,  singly,  and  some  linked  together,  A 
plan  had  been  detected  for  a  mutiny,  to  take  the 
Scarborough,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  much  cir- 
cumspection for  the  future,  few  were  suffered  to 
be  on  deck  at  once,  so  that  the  want  of  air  in- 
creased diseases,  shocking  of  themselves,  and 
some  on  board  the  Neptune  died  in  irons.  Profit 
to  the  owners  was  all  that  seemed  to  be  consi- 
dered aboard  these  vessels.  New  bread  was 
made,  and  delivered,  daily,  to  the  sick,  and  wine, 
vegetables,  &c.,  were  given  them,  indeed  no 
means  of  decreasing  the  sick  list  were  neglected. 
The  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps 
was  disembarked,  and  they  took  possession  of 
the  quarters  allotted  them  in  the  marine  bar- 
racks. The  total  of  sick,  on  the  30th  of  June, 
was349.  By  the  7th  of  July  the  portable  hospital, 
brought  over  in  the  Justinian,  was  got  up,  and 
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instantly  filled  ;  and  on  the  13th,  the  sick  list 
was  augmented  to  4SS  persons.  The  convicts, 
whose  health  would  permit,  were  sent  to  be 
employed  at  Rose-Hill,  with  a  detachment  of 
the  New  South  Wales  corps. 

The  Governor,  this  month,  marked  out  land 
for  a  town  at  Rose-Hill,  one  street  of  which 
was  to  be  a  mile  in  extent,  and  206  feet  wide. 
At  the  same  time,  every  one  was  busy  at  Syd- 
ney, discharging  the  transports,  by  which 
Lieut.  Riou  sent  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
400  tierces  of  beef,  and  200  of  pork,  saved  from 
the  Guardian's  wreck,  which  with  the  flour  re- 
ceived by  the  Juliana,  was  all  that  could  be 
preserved  of  the  invaluable  cargo;  a  brick  store- 
house was  built  this  month,  and  a  road  formed 
from  the  brick-kilns  to  the  buildings.  The  Sur- 
prize and  Justinian  were  ordered  to  Norfolk 
Island,  as  the  Lady  Juliana  wanted  repairs.  The 
Justinian  sailed  on  the  2Sth  of  July,  with  pro- 
visions and  stores,  and  after  landing  them,  was 
to  proceed  to  Canton  to  freight  home.  By  this 
ship  the  Governor  forwarded  dispatches,  and 
the  Lady  Juliana  being  by  great  exertion  re- 
paired, sailed  in  a  few  days  on  the  same  course. 
The  Governor  received  by  these  ships  official 
instructions,  respecting  the  distribution  of  land, 
to  tho^e  of  the  marines,  who  wished  to  become 
settlers^in  the  country:  every  non-commissioned 
officer  was  to  have  130  acres  if  single,  and 
150  if  married:  to  every  private  80  acres  i^ 
single,  and   100  if  married  ;    and    10  acres   for 
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every  child  born  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  free 
of  all  rent  for  five  years,  and  then  to  pay  only 
one  shilling  a  year  for  every  50  acres;  and  if 
they  entered  into  the  New  Corps,  and  formed  a 
company,  to  be  officered  from  the  marines,  they 
were  to  have,  a  bounty  of  ,^3,  and  double  the 
quantity  of  land,  if  they  conducted  themselves 
well  for  five  years  ;  and  in  this  case  to  be  sub- 
ject to  no  rent  for  10  years,  and  then  only  one 
shilling  for  every  60  acres  :  and  on  such  grant 
to  receive  one  year's  provisions,  seed,  tools, 
and  agricultural  implements  ;  and  when  they 
could  prove  their  ability,  to  clothe  and  maintain 
a  number  of  convictS;  they  were  to  have  their 
labour.  Government,  between  each  parcel  of 
land  so  allotted,  retained  a  space  as  crown  land, 
which  was  to  be  let  on  lease  for  14-  years.  In 
each  township  400  acres  were  kept  for  a  clergy- 
man, and  200  for  a  school-master.  The  land, 
both  good  and  bad,  in  all  cases  to  be  equally 
divided.  The  convicts  who  wished  to  become 
settlers,  either  on  emancipation  or  discharge, 
were  to  receive  30  acres  if  single,  and  50  if 
married,  and  ten  for  every  child  born  at  the 
time  of  settling ;  and  the  only  conditions  ic- 
quired  by  Government  of  the  settlers,  were, 
that  they  should  reside  on,  and  cultivate  the 
ground,  and  reserve  such  timber  as  might  be 
fit  for  his  Majesty's  navy.  Towards  the  end  of 
July,  a  whale  came  into  the  harbour,  and  some 
boats  went  after  it,  but  the  people  not  being 
acquainted   with    the    use   of  the    harpoon,    it 
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escaped,  and  in  its  course  upset  a  punt,  and  Mr. 
Ferguson,  a  midshipman  of  the  Sirius,  with  two 
soldiers,  were  drowned  ;  after  which  it  ran  on 
shore,  and  was  killed  by  the  natives.  On  tho 
1st  of  August,  the  Surprize  sailed  for  Norfolk 
Island,  with  135  male  and  150  female  convicts, 
with  two  superintendants  and  a  deputy  com- 
missary. The  Scarborough  sailed  for  Canton 
on  the  8th,  and  the  Neptune  on  the  Sith. 
Exertion  was  now  made  in  all  parts  to  forward 
the  general  interest ;  and  as  provisions  were 
regularly  delivered,  work  could  be  regularly 
enforced,  and  the  thefts  became  less  frequent, 
and  till  September  the  natives  caused  no  more 
trouble  ;  but  then  Mr.  White  saw  (Bennillong) 
the  native  who  escaped  in  May,  from  the  settle- 
ment, and  he  sent  by  Mr.  White,  as  a  present 
to  the  Governor,  a  slice  of  the  whale.  The 
Governor  wishing  to  see  him,  armed,  and  went 
to  the  look-out,  with  a  party,  as  he  heard  the 
cove  was  full  of  natives,  and  landed  just  by  the 
whale.  Bennillong  was  there  with  another, 
called  Cole-be,  who  had  also  escaped  from  the 
settlement.  The  former  was  so  altered  in  his 
person,  that  the  Governor  could  hardly  recol- 
lect him,  till  joined  by  Lieutenant  Waterhouse 
and  Captain  Collins,  to  the  latter  of  which 
gentlemen  Bennillong  was  much  attached,  and 
now  expressed  much  joy  at  seeing  him  again. 
Various  articles  were  given  to  the  natives, 
who  were  attending  the  whale  feast.  They 
shortly  began  forming  a  circle  round  the  Go- 
vernor and  his  party :  this  somewhat  alarmed 
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them,    and   the   Governor   proposed    retreating 
backwards  towards  the  boats,  and  instructions 
bad  been  given  to  the  men,  to  remain  on   their 
oars  in   case  of  any  accident.     Bennillong   had 
shewn    to   the   Governor  several   natives,    and 
one  he  particularly  pointed  to  his  Excellency  ; 
wishing    to    notice    him,    the   Governor   Aveni, 
towards  him,  presenting  both  his  hands,  which 
civility,  the  savage  mistook  for  an  attempt  to 
seize    him,  so  lifting  his  spear  in   an   instant, 
discharged  it  at  the   Governor,  and  with  such 
force  was  it   thrown,  that  entering  above  the 
collar-bone  the  barb  came  through  on  the  other 
side.     The  spear  was  broken  off  by  Lieut.  Wa- 
terhouse,   and  while  the   Governor  was  being 
conducted  back  to  the  boat,   the  men  landed 
armed,    but   out    of    tour   muskets    only   one 
would  go  off.     Two   hours  elapsed  before  the 
boat  could  reach  the  settlement,  when  the  spear 
was  extracted,  and  the  wound  pronounced  not 
mortal.     This  misfortune  no  doubt  arose  from 
the  Governor  landing  unarmed,   for  the  strong 
armed  party  sent  off  for  Mr.  AVhite,    (the  prin- 
cipal   surgeon.)  to    Broken   Bay,    returned  the 
next  day,  and   though  they  saw   many  natives 
no  accident  happened.     In  a  few  days  Bennil- 
long,  with    his    wife   and  several   companions, 
came  to  a  cove  on  the  north  shore,  near  the 
settlement,  and   Mr.   White  and  others  taking 
Boo-roong   (the  native  female   child  who  was 
cured  of  the  small-pox)  an  interview  with  the 
natives  was   obtained,  in  the  course  of  whicli 
|3ennillong  said,  he  had  beaten  Wil-le-me-ring, 
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(the  native  who  had  wounded   the  Governor,) 
and  that   he  should  wait   some  days,   in    hopes 
that  the  Governor  would  pay  him  a  visit,  which 
his  Excellency  did,  on   the   tenth  day  after  he 
received   the  wound,-  but  himself  and  officers 
were  all  armed.     Bennillong  assured  him,  that 
it  was  owing  to   fears  \or  his   own   safety  that 
Wil-le-me-ring    threw  the    spear.      This  visit 
may  be  esteemed    the  foundation    of   a  good 
understandino'  with  the  natives.     On   the  26th 
of  September,  five   men  who  had  been   trans- 
ported for  life,  effected  an  escape  from   Rose- 
Hiil,  and  on  inquiry  it  was  found  they  intended 
to  steer  for   Otaheite  ;    but   from   the  boat   in 
which   they  undertook  their  voyage,   there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  they  perished.     In  the  begin- 
nins:  of  October,  the  heat  and  want  of  rain  was 
so  o;reat,    that  the  sfrass  caught  fire  and   burned 
for  some  miles,   l)ut  the  v/ind  got  strong  N.  W". 
and  it  was  soon  checked.     On  the  Sth  of  Octo- 
ber, Bennillong,   after  many  promises,   came  to 
see  the  Governor,  and  his  reception  so  delighted 
him,  that  he  wished  to  have  a  hut  and  live  near 
the    settlement,    for    the    building    of    which 
directions  were  immediately  given. 

On  the  19th,  a  signal  was  made  for  a  ship  in 
sight,  and  shortly  the  Supply  came  into  the 
cove  from  Batavia,  after  an  absence  of  six 
months  and  two  days.  It  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty that  Lieut.  Ball  executed  his  mission  at 
the  expense  of  li,6SS/.  6^.  9^.  As  the  five 
men  escaped  in  September,  others  were  tpmpted 
to  make  similar  trials,  but  were  detected  ;  and 
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the  masts  and   oars,   &c.   they  had   hid  in    the 
woods  were  destroyed.     A   boat  belonging  to 
Mr.  White,  which  went  out  with  the  Seine,  was 
filled  by  the  surf,   and  went  down   near  Middle 
Head,  with  five  people,   who  were  all  droivned. 
The  oars,    &c.    wliich     floated   on   shore,    the 
natives    fixed  up    on    the  coast,   so  that  they 
might  be  seen  by  our  people,    this  was  the  first 
act  that  shewed  a  friendly  inclination   towardsf 
the  colony  from    them.     A    store-house    was 
began  and  finished  in  November,  at  Rose-Hill, 
the  size  of  which  was  100  feet  by  20.     At  Syd- 
ney,   a    landing    place    on    the    east    side    was 
finished,  a  cutler's  shop,   a  place  to  boil  oil  and 
melt  tallovv',   and  Benniliong's   hut    was  com- 
pleted, and  he  took  possession  of  it. 

The  Dutch  Snovv^,  Waaksamheyd,  (Good- 
look-out.)  hired  by  Lieut.  Ball,  anchored  in  the 
Cove,  with  the  provisions,  &c.  bought  by  that 
gentleman,  at  Batavia,  which  turned  out  of  an 
inferior  quality,  and  served  to  shew  that  the 
Dutch  are  not  very  nice  about  oppressing  those 
in  wan^  as  our  colony  was  then.  In  the  course 
of  the  year  1790,  2  seamen,  1  soldier,  123  male 
convicts,  7  females,  and  10  children,  died, 
making  together  143  persons. 

It  would  be  well  if,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
new  year,  1791,  I  could  say  the  convicts  in 
general  had  become  new  men,  but  that  was  not 
the  case  ;  for  as  the  Indian  corn  grew  ripe,  their 
depredations  commenced,  notwithstanding  the 
full  ration  they  now  received:  they  seemed  indeed 
to  have  an  innate  principle  for  stealing  ingrafted 
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in  their  constitutions.  In  January,  the  natives 
stole  the  colours  from  the  fing-staff.  On  the 
521.  tiie  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  with 
provisions,  and  to  bring  back  Captain  Hunter, 
and  the  crew  of  the'Sirius  ;  with  which  she  re- 
turned on  the  26th  of  February.  The  greatest 
dis*^ress  was  suffered  there  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  provisions,  but  now  every  thing  went  on 
well,  and  the  Supply  brought  some  canvas,  ma- 
nufactured there  from  the  flax  of  the  country. 

On  a  survey  of  Norfolk  Island,  it  was  seen, 
that  only  three  or  four  hundred  families  could 
be  supported  by  the  produce  of  it. 

In  Februarv,  the  heat  v;as  so  Q:reat  at  Rose- 
Hill,  that  a  number  of  birds  and  bats  fell  down 
dead  from  the  trees,  and  while  flying  in  the  air. 
On  the  2d  of  March,  Lieut.  Thomas  Edgar 
hoisted  a  pendant  on  board  the  Dutch  Snow, 
which  the  Governor  hired  to  Sfo  to  Eno^land  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  ofHcers  and 
seamen  who  were  to  return  to  England,  v*ere em- 
barked, but  ten  seamen  and  two  marines  preferred 
settling  in  New  South  Wales.  On  the  2Sth  the 
Snow  sailed  for  England,  with  Captain  Hunter, 
and  the  officers,  and  part  of  the  crew  belonging 
to  the  Sirius  :  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  of 
the  28th,  one  Bryant,  (with  his  wife  and  two 
children,)  aad  seven  other  convicts,  escaped  in  a 
boat ;  and  it  was  found '  the  master  of  the 
Dutch  Snow  furnished  them  with  a  chart  and 
compass,  which,  as  some  of  them  understood 
the  use  of,   there  remained  no  doubt  but  they 
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would  reach  Timor  in  safety  ;  for  it  was  under- 
stood they  meant  to  make  that  place. 

In  the  course  of  this  month,  the  first  settler, 
James  Ruse,  after  having  been  fifteen  montlis 
on  his  ground,  became  desirous  of  giving  up  all 
claims  on  the  public  store,  as  he  found  he  could 
live  on  the  produce  of  his  farm.  As  much  had 
been  suffered  for  want  of  provisions,  the  Go- 
vernor esteemed  it  prudent  to  guard  against  a 
second  suffering,  by  lowering  the  ration  in 
time  ;  therefore,  on  the  first  Saturda}'^  in  April, 
Slbs.  of  flour,  3lbs.  of  rice,  and  Slbs.  of  pork, 
or  4'^lbs.  of  beef,  were  served  to  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  above  ten  years  old  ;  and  a 
smaller  to  those  under  that  age.  A  plan  was 
now  discovered,  to  take  away  a  sixteen  oared 
boat;  but  to  guard  against  this,  and  all  other 
similar  attempts,  a  centinel  was  placed  on  the 
wharf,  and  no  boat  suffered  to  leave  the  cove 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  officer  of  the 
guard.  The  native,  Cole-be,  who  had  lately 
attached  himself  to  Mr.  White,  came  one  day 
with  a  musket  in  his  hand,  which  he  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  while  diving ;  it  was 
thought  to  have  belonged  to  one  of  the  men  who 
were  drowned  with  JNIr.  White's  boat.  The 
Supply  did  not  return  from  Norfolk  Island  till 
the  30th  of  May,  and  her  long  absence  began 
to  cause  great  anxiety,  which  was  accounted 
for  on  her  arrival,  as  she  had  been  driven  off  by 
contrary  winds  for  ten  days.  The  provisions  at 
Norfolk  Island  were  likewise  low,  and  it  was 
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found  to  produce  an  evident  effect  on  the  coun- 
tenances of  the  convicts,  having  suffered  so  much 
from  the  same  cause  before.  On  the  4tli  of 
June  the  Governor  named  the  town,  marked 
out  at  Rose  Hill,  Paramatta.  The  good  un- 
derstanding which  had  commenced  with  the 
natives  induced  them  to  bring  fish  to  Paramatta, 
and  exchange  it  for  a  little  bread  or  salt  meat ; 
hut  that  depravity,  which  had,  hitherto,  distin- 
guished the  convicts,  nearly  put  an  end  to  it,  by 
destroying  a  canoe,  belonging  to  Ballooderrv,  a 
native;  and,  though  all  the  convicts  concerned 
in  destroying  the  canoe  were  punished,  the  na- 
tive was  not  satisfied,  so  threw  a  spear,  and 
wounded  one  not  concerned  in  the  mischief, 
which  made  the  Governor  forbid  Ballooderry 
coming  near  the  settlement.  This  alarmed  the 
natives  in  general,  and  they  kept  away  for  some 
time.  On  the  19th  of  July  arrived  the  Mary 
Aiin  transport,  from  England,  with  141  female 
convicts,  six  children,  and  one  free  woman,  on 
board,  and  a  small  lot  of  provisions.  The  Go- 
vernor made  known,  that  no  obstacles  would  be 
placed  in  the  way  of  those  whose  times  were 
expired,  that  might  wish  to  return  to  England, 
if  they  could  induce  the  masters  of  any  ships 
that  came  to  convey  them  thither.  The  Ma- 
tilda transport  arrived  on  the  1st  of  August, 
after  a  passage  of  only  four  months  and  five 
days,  from  Portsmouth  :  she  brought  205  male 
convicts,  a  few  of  the  New  South  Whales  corps, 
and   provisions  for  them  for  nine   months  after 
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landing.  The  Governor  placed  twelve  convicts, 
who  wished  to  become  settlers,   in  a  range  of 
farms,    at   the  foot  of  Prospect   Hill,   west  of 
Paramatta  about  four  miles,  and  fifteen  others 
he  placed  in  the  district  named  The  Ponds,  in 
a  north-east  direction,    two   miles  from   Para- 
matta;  and,  finding  the  lots  of  ground  he  vvas 
instructed  to  retain  on  each  side  of  the  grants 
of  land   as  crown  land,   would   affect   the  in- 
terest of  the  settlers,   he   determined,  in   such 
cases,  to  deviate  from  that  plan  ;  for  the  na- 
tives, taking  advantage  of  the  distance   settlers 
lived  from  each  other,   actually  went  and  de- 
stroyed the  hut  of  one,   and  would  have  mur- 
dered him,   hid  not  an  armed   settler  acciden- 
tally made  his   appearance.     On   the  20th  the 
Atlantic  arrived  from   Plymouth,  with  a  party 
of  the  New   vSouth  Wales  corps,   and  220  male 
convicts,  and,  the  next  morning,    the  Salaman- 
der arrived  ;    she,     likewise,     had  on  board  a 
party  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,   and  160 
male  convicts,  with  an  allowance  of  nine  months^ 
provisions.     The  latter  was  ordered  to  proceed, 
with  her  cargo,   to    Norfolk   Island.     On   the 
28th   the  William  and    x\nn   arrived,   likewise 
with  a  party  of  military,  and  181  male  convicts. 
The   town    now  filling  fast,  and  spirits  finding 
their  way  on   shore,    it  was  ordered,   that  any 
found  without  a  permit  from  the  Judge   Advo- 
cate, should  be  seized.     Ballooderry,  with  some 
of  his  friends,  at  length  ventured  into  town;  but, 
on  an  attempt  to  seize  him,  he  threw  a  spear,  oq 
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which  they  were  fired  on,  but  only  one  of  Bal- 
looderry's  companions  was  wounded,   and  they 
all  escaped.     The  business   of  this  month  was 
principally  confined   to  clearing  the  transports, 
and    removing  the    shingles,    with  which    the 
houses  and  other  buildings  had  hitherto  been 
thatched,  and  regular  tiles  substituted  ;  the  land 
in  all  parts  was  preparing  for  sowing.     On  the 
3rd  of  September  near  200  male  convicts,  and 
a  party  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  went  in 
the  Salamander  to  Norfolk  Island.  His  Majesty's 
ship  Gorgon,  of  44  guns.  Captain  Parker,  arrived 
on  the  2 1st,  she  brought,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,   a  considerable  quantity  of  live  stock, 
some  of  which  died  on  board  ;  however,   they 
landed  one  bull-calf,  16  cows,  68  sheep,  and  11 
hogs,  and  200  fruit  trees,  and  a  quantity  of  corn 
and  garden  seed.  By  this  ship  came  a  public  seal 
for  the  colony,  and  a  commission,  empowering 
the  Governor  to  remit,  either  absolutely  or  con- 
ditionally, the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  terms, 
for  which    any  felons  might    be   transported. 
On  the  26th,  the  Active,  from  England,  and  the 
Queeo,from  Ireland,  arrived  in  the  cove;  on  board 
the  Active  was  a  party  of  the  new  corps,  126  male, 
and  23  female,  coavicts,  and  3  children.    These 
ships  had  been  very  unhealthy  during  their  pas- 
sage, and  many  of  those  in  the  Active  and  Queen 
complained  that  they  had  not  received  a  proper 
allowance  of  provisions.  An  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  master  of  the  Queen  took  place  before 
the  magistrates,  when  it  appeared  he  hadnotacted 
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properly,  and  the  Governor  traosmitted  the  pro- 
ceedings to  the  secretary  of  state.  On  a  survey 
of  the  Snpply,it\vas  discovered,after  six  months, 
she  would  be  unable  to  make  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, it  was  therefore  determined  to  send  her  off 
directly.  The  A  ihemarle  came  into  the  cove  on 
the  13th  of  October,  with  250  male  and  6  female 
convicts,  and  23  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 
A  party  of  convicts,  in  conjunction  with  some  of 
the  seamen,  made  an  attempt  to  seize  the  ship  on 
the9th  of  April, but  wasprevented  by  Mr.  George 
Brown,  who,  hearing  the  alarm,  armed,  and  fired 
at  one  of  them,  and  lodged  the  contents  in  his 
shoulder,  when  they  all  ran  below;  on  being  se- 
cured, two  of  the  ringleaders  were  hung  at  the 
fore-yarjd-arm,  and  two  of  the  seamen,  who  it  ap- 
peared had  supplyed  the  convicts  with  tools  to 
saw  their  irons  off,  were  left  at  Madeira,  to  be 
sent  prisoners  to  England.  On  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber the  Britannia,  with  129  male  convicts,  stores, 
and  provisions,  arrived;  and  on  the  l6th,  the 
Admiral  Barrington,  with  a  party  of ^  the  new 
corps,  264  male  convicts,  four  free  women,  and 
one  child.  This  ship  brought  84  sick,  who  were 
landed  directly.  On  the  26th  the  Atlantic  sailed 
for  Norfolk  Island,  with  Governor  King  and  fa- 
mily, with  other  persons  for  the  settlement,  and 
then  was  to  proceed  to  Calcutta,  for  provisions. 
A  party  of  convicts,  on  the  1st  of  November^ 
consisting  of  near  twenty,  absconded  from  Para* 
matta,takingaweek's  provisions,  underthe  idea  of 
either  finding  a  passage  to  China,  or  a  settlement 
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where  they  might  live  without  work.     A  party 
went  in  search  of  them  without  effect ;  but  a  boat 
going  down  the  harbour,  a  few  days  after,  found 
thewifeofoneof  the  convicts,  who  had  absconded 
with  him  ;  however,  she  had  been  absent  from 
the  party  three  days,  and  had  wandered  by  her- 
self; the  next  day  a  boat  brought  her  husband 
back  to  the  settlement.  They  both  gave  the  same 
account  of  the  intentions  of  the  whole  party,  and 
that  they  had  suffered  much  by  fatigue,  heat  of 
the  weather,  and  hunger.     Three  more  of  these 
foolish  people  were  found  by  some  officers  on  an 
excursion,  but  did  not  readily  surrender  them- 
selves. They  were  sent  to  Paramatta,  and,  care- 
less of  what  they  before  suffered,  they  a  second 
time  decamped  ;  but  parties  were  sent  in  pursuit 
directly,  and  returned  with  thirteen  of  those  who 
first  went  off,  in  a  state  dreadtull}'^  exhausted, 
having  existed  chiefly  by  sucking  the  wild  noney 
flower  and  shrubs.     It  was  generally  imagined, 
that  the  distressed  appearance  of  these  would 
deter   all   others  from   similar  attempts ;    but, 
more   effectually    to   guard   against    them,    the 
Governor   made    known,   that,    in    future,    the 
parties   sent   after   any   runaways    would   have 
orders  to  fire  on  them  ;  or,  if  brought  back  alive, 
they  shouldbe  chained  together, and  live  on  bread 
and  water  only,  for  the  rest  of  their  terms  ;  and 
he  told  them,  also,  that  he  understood  they  in- 
tended to   arm   themselves,    and   seize  on  the 
stores;  but,  if  any  such  attempt  was  made,  every 
^nan  concerned  should  be  put  to  death  directly. 
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The  Britannia,  Mary  Ann,  William  and  Ann, 
and  Matilda,  made  an  excursion,   as  an  experi- 
ment, to  see  how  far  it  might  answer  the  pur- 
pose to  visit  this  coast  as  a  whale  fishery  ;  but 
owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather,  few  could 
be  secured,  though  several  were  killed  ;  but,  from 
the  great  numbers  seen,  the  masters  of  the  vessels 
determined  to  giv6  it  another  trial,  as  soon  as 
they  could  refit,  which  they  did,  with  much  the 
same  success.     On  the  26th  of  November  the 
Supply,  Lieutenant  Bail,  sailed  for  England,  at 
•which  time  there  were  921  acres  of  land  thinned, 
cleared,  and  cultivated.     This  month  the  mor- 
tality was  so  great,  that  50  rnale  and  four  female 
convicts  died  ;  and  a  servant  of  Mr.  White's,  in 
passing  from  his  house  to  the  kitchen,  without 
his  hat,  was  deprived  of  sense  and  motion  by  a 
ray  of  the  sun,  and  died  the  next  day.   At  twelve 
o'clock  that  day,  the  thermometer  stood  at  94°|, 
and  the  wind  was  N.  W.     As  the  heat  of  the 
water  affected  the  quality,  and  (assisted  by  the 
watering  the  transports)  considerably  decreased 
the  run  of  water,  the  Governor  ordered  the  stone- 
masons* gang  to  cut  tanks  in  the  rocks,  as  reser- 
voirs, for  water  enough  to  last  a  considerable 
time.     On  the  3d  of  December  the  Albemarle 
and   Active  sailed  for  India;  and,  at  and  after 
this  time,  orders  were  given  to  all  masters  or 
captains,  to  deliver  up  any  convicts,  or  others, 
who  might  be  found  secreted  on  board,  the  first 
opportunity,  to  the  British  government.      The 
Gorgon  sailed  for  England  on  the  ISth  of  De- 
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cember.  In  January,  1792,  a  convict  fainted 
while  dragging  in  a  brick-cart,  he  was  removed, 
and  laid  under  a  cart  near  the  road  side,  that  he 
might  be  in  the  shade  ;  and,  being  weak,  fell 
asleep,  but,  on  waking,  felt  something  tight 
round  his  neck,  which,  on  putting  his  hand  to, 
proved  a  large  snake,  who,  on  being  disturbed 
bit  his  lip.  Two  men  passing,  took  the  snake 
away,  and  killed  it.  The  poor  fellow  who  was 
bit  died  the  next  morning.  At  Paramatta,  the 
bakehouse  was  robbed,  by  a  fellow  getting  down 
the  chimney,  and  returning  by  the  same  passage, 
with  his  booty.  To  prevent  riotous  meetings  of 
the  convicts,  an  inclination  for  which  now 
shewed  itself,  the  Governor  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, declaring,  that  if  a  riot  took  place  in  the 
nisfht,  that  all  absent  from  their  huts  would  be 
considered  guilty,  and  be  punished  accordingly; 
and,  if  it  happened  in  the  day  time,  all  absent 
from  work  would  be  implicated  ;  at  the  same 
time  all  complaints  were  directed  to  be  made  to 
the  overseers,  and  any  person  not  giving  informa- 
tion of  any  plan  for  a  riot,  was  to  be  considered 
as  a  principal.  On  the  14th  of  February  the 
Pitt,  Captain  Manning,  from  England,  came  into 
the  cove,  on  board  of  which  was  Francis  Grose, 
Esq.  with  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor of  the  settlement,  and  Major  Commandant; 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  a  part  of  which 
came  with  him;  there  came,  likewise,  319  male 
and  49  female  convicts,  5  children,  and  7  free 
women,  with  provisions  for  that  number  for  10 
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months,  and  a  sloop  in  frpme  of  41  tons  burden. 
The  Governor  gave  permission  for  a  shop  to  be 
opened,  for  the  sale  of  articles  brought  out  in  the 
Pitt,  which  sold  at  great  prices,  iii  conS'^queuce  of 
the  uncertainty  of  receiving  other  supplies  from 
England.  In  March  the  Pitt  sailed  for  Norfolk 
Island  with  provisions,  and  from  thence  was  to 
proceed  to  Bengal.  April  and  May  were  distin- 
guished by  disease  and  mortality;  many  died, and 
a  great  number  were,  by  illness,  and  shortness  of 
provisions,  rendered  so  weak  as  to  be  incapable  of 
labour.  Ti]e  mortality  and  depredations  were 
chiefly  confined  to  the  convicts  who  came  from 
Ireland  in  the  Queen.  The  continual  depreda- 
tions, at  length,  in  May,  1792, met  with  a  tempo- 
rary check  ;  for  the  Governor  ordered,  that  any 
body  convicted,  should  be  sent  to  cultivate  the 
new  grounds  beyond  Paramatta;  thus  losing  the 
comforts  of  a  hut  and  garden,  as  well  as  the  plea- 
sures of  being  in  society  ;  and  so  powerfully  did 
this  operate,  that  one  attempted  suicide  to  avoid 
it.  But  the  natives,  in  May,  were  detected  robbing 
the  settlements  beyond  Paramatta  of  corn;  15  or 
16  were  observed  to  come  from  a  hut,  dressed  in 
such  clothing  as  they  could  find, and  taking  away 
corn  in  nets,  it  was  first  imagined  they  were  con- 
victs,but,  on  one  attempting  to  throw  a  spear,  the 
man  who  saw  them  levelled  his  piece,  and  fired 
at  him,  who  dropped  his  spear,  and  they  all  fled, 
leaving  the  corn  in  the  nets.  A  few  days  after- 
wards a  convict  was  butchered  by  the  natives  ; 
when  the  bod  V  was  found  itwasscarcecold.andat 
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least  30  spear  wounds  in  it.  At  the  end  of  this 
month  the  corn  was  all  housed  in  at  Paramatta, 
and  as  the  ground  became  clear,  the  convicts  were 
detected  bringing  in  the  corn  they  had  before 
stolen  and  secreted  in  the  woods,  and  all  such 
detected  were  sent  to  the  new  grounds.  The 
employ  about  this  time  was  building  brick  huts, 
in  the  room  of  those  first  made,  which,  being 
formed  of  perishable  materials,  were  nearly  de- 
stroyed. 

The  followino-  lists  of  articles  and  prices,  in 
the  infantine  country  of  New  South  M^ales,  in 
May  1792,  may  at  some  future  time,  if  not  at 
present,  be  deemed  an  object  of  curiosity  :       * 

At  Sydney — Flour,  6d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  Maize, 
12s.  6d.  to  1.5s.  per  bushel.  Hens  (laying  ones) 
7s.  to  10s.  each.  Cocks,  4s.  to  7s.  Chickens, 
3s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  Young  ditto,  Is.  Eggs,  3d. 
each.  Fresh  pork,  Is.  per  lb.  Potatoes,  3d. 
per  lb.  Cabbages,  Id.  each.  Greens,  6d.  per 
doz.  Sows  (in  pig)  from  4l.  10s.  to  61.  6s.  each. 
Sows,  3l.  to  4l.  4s.  Growing  pigs,  1/.  to  2l.l0s. 
Slicking  ditto,  10s.  Moist  sugar,  Is.bd.  to 
3s.  6d.  per  11).  Coffee,  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Salt  pork,  8d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  Brazil  tobacco,  3s. 
to  OS.  per  lb. 

At  Paramatta. — Flour,  Is.  per  lb.  Maize, 
Us.  to  13s.  per  bushel.  Men  (laying  ones) 
7s.  6d.  to  10s.  each.  Cocks,  4s.  6d.  to  .5s. 
Chickens,  3s.  Eggs,  3d.  each.  Fresh  pork, 
Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Salt  ditto,  lOd.  to  Is. 
Potatoes,  3d.  and  4d.  per  lb.  Cabbages,  lOs. 
per  100.  Tea,  l6s.  to  1/.  Is.  per  lb.  Coffee, 
4*  p 
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2s.  to  3s.  Moist  sugar,  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  TobaccOj 
grown  in  the  country,  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  Virgi- 
nia, or  Brazi],  4s.  to  6s.  Soap,  Is.  6d.  to  2s. 6d* 
Cheese,  ls.6d.  to  2«. 

Here  by  the  way,  it  is  worth  observing  how 
much  the. conveniences  and  comforts  of  the  co- 
lony had  increased  in  1810,  vVhen  out  of  10,4c52 
inhabitants,  only  4,277  were  wholly,  or  in  great 
part,  victualled  from  the  public  store,  and  when 
three-fifths  of  the  corn  brought  to  market  are 
purchased  by  the  Governor  at  a  price,  over 
which,  from  the  largeness  of  the  demand,  he  has 
always  a  power  of  controiil.  The  ground  in 
cultivation  at  this  period  amounted  to  rather 
more  than  21,000  acres,  and  74,000  acres  were 
held  in  pasture.  The  stock  too  was  conside- 
rable: by  the  return  in  1810,  the  amount  was, 
horses  524,  mares  693,  bulls  193,  cows  6,351, 
oxen  4,782,  sheep  33,818,  goats  1,732,  hogs 
8,992i  Of  these  but  a  small  proportion  were 
kept  by  government,  part  of  which  are  killed  for 
the  supply  of  the  public  store,  and  the  remainder 
made  use  of  to  stock  the  farms  of  new  settlers. 
And  now  for  some  years  past,  excepting  when 
the  crops  have  failed  through  inundations  of 
the  river  Hawkesbury,  the  colony  has  been  able 
wholly  to  supply  itself  with  corn.  At  times 
wheat  and  cattle  have,  in  the  courts  of  justice, 
been  con^'dered  as  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts.  1  he  maximum  on  the  price  of  grain 
and  butchers'  meat  is  no  longer  in  existence, 
and  though  a  similar  limit  on  the  price  of  labour 
had  been  attempted,  this  also  had  always  been 
either  evaded  or  disregarded. 
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But  to  return ;  in  J  une  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
eases abated  considerably,  though  the  ratio  was 
obliged  to  be  lowered,  but  they  were  promised 
to  be  made  up  when  supplies  arrived;  and  all 
were  exhorted  to  do  the  best  they  could  to  en- 
sure a  good  stock  for  the  next  season,  as  there 
was  every  prospect  of  enough  being  produced 
then  at  Paramatta  to  last  the  settlement  for 
twelve  months.  However,  on  the  20th,  the 
Atlantic  storeship  came  into'the  cove,  from  Cal- 
cutta, with  provisions,  when  the  following  ratio 
was  issued  for  each  marine  and  male  convict  for  a 
week:  7lbs.  of  bread  or  flour;  7ibs.  ofbeef,or4lbs. 
of  pork;  3  pints  of  pease;  |lb.  of  rice,  or  lib.  of 
flour;  and  2-thirds  of  the  above  to  each  woman. 

A  market-place,  with  a  clerk  to  keep  accounts, 
was  appointed  at  Sydney  and  at  Paramatta;  the 
clerk  had  likewise  to  see  that  no  stolen  goods 
were  bought,  sold,  or  exchanged.  The  harvest 
being  got  in,  the  viler  convicts  began  their  de- 
predations again  on  the  property  of  individuals. 
Thus  it  seems,  that  the  fear  of  going  to  the  new 
grounds  was  of  no  great  duration;  and  though, 
generally  speaking,  detection  speedily  followed 
the  commission,  and  punishment  the  conviction 
of  the  ofl'enders ;  burglaries,  and  every  species  of 
robbery,  was  continually  practised ;  and  the  only 
thing  that  could  be  lamented  was,  that  what 
would  have  formed  an  excuse  in  any  other  coun- 
try, here  increased  the  crime,  hunger;  for  several 
declared,  previously  to  punishment,  that  want  of 
provisions  was  the  cause,  and  this  was  in  a  great 
measure  proved;  for  when  the  ratio  was  at  the 
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full  allowan.ce,  there  were  by  far  fewer  crimes 
committed  than  might  be  expected  from  such  a 
number  of  such  people.  On  the  26th  of  July 
the  Britannia  storeship  anchored  in  thecove,from 
Falmouth.  This  was  one  of  three  ships  which 
were  sent  out  with  twelve  months  clothing  for  the 
convicts,  four  months  flour,  and  eight  months 
beef  and  pork,  for  4,639  persons,  at  a  full  allow- 
ance; in  consequence  of  which  the  commissary 
next  day  issued  to  each  man,  4ibs.  of  maize,  3lbs. 
of  soujee ;  7lbfs.  of  beef,  or  4lbs.  of  pork  ;  3lbs.  of 
pease  or  dholl;  imd  ^Ib.  of  rice;  two-thirds  of 
a  man's  allowance  was  issued  to  every  woman 
and  child  above  ten  years  old,  and  one-fourth  of 
a  man's  ratio  to  children  under  two  years  old. 

The  Governor,  in  July,  pardoned  Elizabeth 
Perry,  who  came  over  in  1790,  as  James  Ruse,  a 
settler,  had  married  her,  which,  with  her  own 
prudent  conduct,  added  to  her  husband's  indus~ 
try,  procured  this  kindness  from  the  Governor ; 
and  in  this,  and  most  other  cases,  the  hand  of 
mercy  it  was  found  was  extended  with  good  ef- 
fect, as  by  far  the  greater  part  of  those  who  were 
pardoned  behaved  with  the  greatest  propriety. 
On  the  30th  of  Sept.  as  the  Britannia  was  about 
sailing  out,  the  Atlantic  hove  in  sight,  and  at 
night  entered  the  cove,  from  Norfolk  Island.  Go- 
vernor King  complained  of  a  grub  doing  material 
injury  to  the  corn,  which  was  thought  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  great  richness  of  the  soil.  That 
valuable  article  limestone  was  at  length  disco- 
vered in  Norfolk  Island,  where  it  grew  in  great 
abundance,  which  superseded  the  necessity  of 
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continuaily  rebuilding  of  barracks,  storelsouses, 
huts,  &c.  The  officers  of  New  South  Wales 
^engaged  the  master  of  the  Britannia  to  make  a 
voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  their  ac- 
count, for  cattle  and  other  articles,  not  to  be 
found  in  the  stores. 

On  the  7th  of  Oct.  the  Royal  Admiral  East 
Indiaman,  Capt.  Bond,  arrived  with  stores  and. 
provisions  for  the  colony,  and  21  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps,  a  master  miller,  and  a  person 
to  be  employed  in  cultivation,  and  a  third  as 
master  carpenter,  with  289  male  and  47  female! 
convicts.  The  Britannia  sailed  on  the  24th  for  the 
Cape,  and  Mr.  Raven  took  the  Governor's  dis- 
patches forEngland,  in  which  he  demanded  a  sup-* 
ply  of  12  months  provisions  directly.  A  license 
was  granted  for  the  sale  of  porter,  but,  as  spirits 
were  introduced,  it  in  fact  became  a  public  house, 
with  its  usual  accompaniments, drunkenness  and- 
idleness.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  month  a  gene* 
ral  delivery  of  clothing,  &c.  to  the  convicts  took 
place,  which  consisted  of  two  frocks,  two  pair  of 
trowsers,  one  pair  of  stockings,  one  hat,  one  pair 
of  shoes,  lib.  of  soap,  three  needles,  a  quarter  of 
a  pound  of  thread,  and  a  comb,  to  each  male  j 
and  to  the  females  were  delivered,  one  cloth  pet- 
ticoat, one  shift,  one  pair  of  shoes,  one  pair  of 
stockings,  lib.  of  soap,  |lb.  of  thread,  2  oz.  of 
pins,  6  needles,  1  thimble,  and  a  pair  of  scissars. 
Not  much  can  be  $aid  in  favour  of  the  quality 
of  these  articles;  they  were  literally  nftade  only 
—to  sell ! 
October  closed  with  a  raelancholy  circumstance 
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to  the  feelings  of  those  who  valued  real  worth; 
it  was  Governor  Phillip's  making  known  his 
determination  of  quitting  his  government,  and 
returning,  in  the  Atlantic,  to  England;  as  his 
health  was  on  the  decline,  and  he  hoped,  by  a 
change  of  air,  shortly  to  reinstate  it.  The  1st  of 
November  was  distinguished  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Philadelphia  brigantine,  Palrickson  master, 
from  Philadelphia,  who,  having  heard  of  our  dis- 
tress, for  want  of  provisions,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Eng- 
land, and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  and,  get- 
ting his  cargo  on  board,  sailed  here,  with  beef, 
wine,  rum,  gin,  tobacco,  pitch,  and  tar.  The 
Governor  bought  as  much  for  the  public  store 
as  amounted  to  28291.  lis.;  and  the  rest  of  the 
cargo  was  sold  to  the  officers  to  great  advantage. 
The  Governor  hired  this  vessel  at  the  expense 
of  loOl.  to  go  to  Norfolk  Island  with  provisions 
and  stores. 

Having  now  reached  that  period  of  the  history 
of  New  South  Wales,  in  which  I  find  it  requisite, 
as  a  faithful  historian  of  the  country,  to  introduce 
myself;  1  must  beg  leave  to  make  use  of  the 
words  of  that  truly  respectable  author,  and 
esteemed  gentleman,  Capt.  Collins,  who  has  re- 
corded the  event,  which  took  place  on  Nov.  3d, 
1792,  in  a  way  which,  while  it  records  the  truth, 
it  will  ever  be  my  pride  to  merit. 

"  On  the  3d  of  the  month  three  warrants  of 
emancipation  passed  the  seal  of  the  territory : 
one  to  John  Trace,  a  convict,  who  came  out  in 
the  first  fleet;  having  but  three  months  of  his 
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term  of  transportation  remaining,  that   portion 
of  it  was  given  up  to  him,  that  he  might  become 
a  settler.     The  second  was  granted  to  Thomas 
Restil,  alias  Crowder,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Island,  on 
condition  that  he  should  not  return  to  England 
during  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  his  sentence 
of  transportation  being  durante  vitcB.     The  third 
was  made  out  in  favour  of  one,  whatever  might 
have  been  his  conduct  when  at  large  in  society, 
had  here  not  only  demeaned  himself  with  the 
strictest  propriety,  but  had  rendered  essential 
services  to  the  colony — George  Barrington.    He 
came  out  in  the  Active;  on  his  arrival  the  Go- 
vernor employed  him  at  Toongabbe,  (some  new 
ground  beyond  Paramatta) ,  and  in  a   situation 
that  was  likely  to  attract  the  envy  and  hatred  of 
the  convicts,  in  proportion  as  he  might  be  vigi- 
lant and  inflexible.    He  was  first  placed  as  a  su- 
bordinate and,  shortly  after,  as  a  principal  watch- 
man ;  in  which  situation  he  was  diligent,  sober, 
and  im'partial ;  and  had  rendered  himself  so  emi- 
nently serviceable,  that  the  Governor  resolved  to 
draw  him  from  the  line  of  convicts;  and,  with 
the  instrument  of  his  emancipation,  he  received 
a  grant  of  30  acres  of  land,  in  an  eligible  situa- 
tion, near  Paramatta :  he  was  afterwards  sworn 
in  as  a  peace-officer.     Here  was  not  only  a  re- 
ward for  past  good  conduct,  but  an  incitement 
to  a  continuance  of  it;   and  Barrington  found 
himself,through  theGovernor's  liberality, though 
not  so  absolutely  free  as  to  return  to  England  at 
bis  own  pleasure,  yet  enjoying  the  immunities 
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of  a  free  man,  a  settler,  and  a  civil  officer,  in 
whose  integrity  mnch  confidence  was  placed." 

On  the  13th  the  Royal  Admiral  sailed  forCan- 
ton.  Of  the  private  speculation  brought  out  in 
this  ship,  they  sold  at  Sydney  and  at  Paramatta  to 
the  amount  of  36001.;  and  left  articles,  to  be  sold 
on  commission,  to  the  amount  of  7'50l.  more. 

On  the  18th  the  Kitty  transport  anchored  in 
the  cove  from  England:  this  vessel  seemed  par- 
ticularly unfortunate, for  the  colony  at  least.  She 
sailed  twice  from  England;  on  first  sailing  she 
had  on  board  10  male  and  30  female  convicts; 
but  a  leak  obliging  her  to  put  back  to  Spithead, 
eight  of  the  10  male  convicts  escaped ;  and,  when 
her  cargo  was  landed,  the  flour  was  damaged,  and 
a  quantity  of  iron  pots,  of  which  the  colony  was 
in  the  greatest  want,  were  either  cracked  or 
broken.  In  this  ship  arrived  two  chests  of  dol- 
lars, amounting  to  1000/.  ;  these  were  sent  fo!j 
the  use  of  government,  and  became  a  very  con- 
venient species  of  circulating  currency.  The 
brick  hospitnl  at  Paramatta,  consisting  of  two 
wards,  was  finished  this  month.  On  Tuesday, 
Dec.  IJth,  the  Atlantic  being  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  the  Governor,  his  excellency  quit- 
ted the  colon V,  havins:  faithfully  discharged  the 
trust  which  his  Majesty  had  reposed  in  him; 
and  with  him  embarked,  cheerfully',  two  natives, 
Binnilong  and  Yem-mer-ra-wah-nic,  two  men 
attached  to  his  person. 
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CHAP.  V. 

i>N  (Governor  Phillip  leaving  the  island,  land 
had    been    granted    to   settlers,    amounting    to 
.'3470  acres,  of  which  4171  acres  were  cultivated, 
and    the  timber  was    cleared   from    100   acres 
more,  and  1012*  acres  only  were  cleared  and  in 
cultivation  on  the  public  account,  which  shews, 
that   a  small  number  of  convicts,  working  on 
their  own  accounts,  effected   more   good   than 
the  whole  body  did  while  labouring  for  govern- 
ment;    but   as  so  much    was  got  in  a  proper 
state   for    cultivation,   it    foretold    that,  at    no 
very  distant  date,  the   colony  would  be  able  to 
support  itself,  without  assistance  from  the  mo- 
ther country.     Previous   to  his  departure,  Go- 
vernor Phillip  gave  to  each  married  settler  from 
the   convicts,   and    to   every  settler    from    the 
marines  and  from  the  Sirius,  a  ewe  for  breedinc^ 
and  to   others   such   goats   as   could  be  spared. 
'These  liberal  presents,  which  might  have  been 
productive  of    such    great    comfort    to    these 
people,    werQ    however    soon   offered  for  sale, 
and   had   not   the  officers  bought   them,  a  few 
days  would  have  put  out  of  existence,  a  stock 
which  had  been  procured  with  immense  trouble 
and   great    expense.     The  government  of  the 
country   was   now  invested  in  Francis   Grose 
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Esq.  Major-Commandant  of  the  New  South 
Wales  corps,  who  adopted  military  instead  of 
civil  officers  ;  it  was  not  obvious  why  this  alter- 
ation was  made,  as  no  evil  had  resulted  hitherto 
from  the  departments  being-filled  by  civil  officers; 
but  probably  it  might  arise  from  Governor 
Grose  being  a  military  man.  Early  in  Decem- 
ber, an  American  ship,  the  Hope,  Page  master, 
from  Rhode  Island,  arrived,  who  said  he  put 
into  the  cove  for  wood  and  water,  but  more 
probably  to  sell  a  cargo  he  had  on  board  of 
provisions  and  spirits,  of  which  was  purchased 
to  the  amount  of  ^'99o7.  6s.  6d.  Of  the  regu- 
lations made  by  the  new  Governor,  were  the 
dispensing  with  the  officer's  guard,  and  differ- 
ing the  time  of  labour  to  the  convicts,  so  as  to 
allow  them  more  time  for  themselves.  The 
weather  during  December  was  excessively  hot, 
and  the  wind  blew  from  the  northward  of  west; 
and  to  add  to  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere,  the 
natives  set  fire  to  the  grass,  and  for  a  great  dis- 
tance the  country  was  in  flames.  The  ther- 
mometer, in  the  shade,  rose  above  an  hundred 
degrees.  At  Paramatta  and  Toongabbe,  (a 
place  beyond  Paramatta,)  the  country  was  on 
fire,  and  a  spark  from  a  tree,  which  was  burn- 
ing, fell  upon  a  thatched  hot,  in  which  some 
people  lived  belonging  to  Mr.  Arndell;  it  caught 
fire,  and  was  with  the  out-houses,  and  30 
bushels  of  wheat,  consumed  in  a  few  minutes. 
In  this  year  death  caused  a  decrease  in  the 
colony  of  482  persons.  January  the  l6th,  1793, 
the   Bellona   transport  anchored  in   the   cove, 
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from  England,  with  a  cargo  of  stores  and  prO' 
visions  for  the  colony,  17  female  convicts,  and 
five   settlers   with    their   families,    among   the 
stores  were  five  pipes  of  port  wine,  some  rum, 
and  3000  lbs.  of  tobacco  ;  and  it  was  very  much 
to  be  lamented,  that  a  large   quantity  of  the 
most  useful  articles  in   the  cargo  were  spoilt. 
On  the  ISth  a  melancholy  accident  took  place  ; 
the  wife  of  Williams,  a  settler,  with  a  child,  and 
the  wife  of  a  man    named    Green,   had    been 
drinking  with  Williams  and  others,  at  S3^dney, 
and  were  going  in  a  small  boat  to  Paramatta, 
with  a  bag  of  rice  belonging  to  Green,  and  as 
some  water  got  to  it,  she  endeavoured  to  move 
the  bag,   and  in  the  attempt  overset  the  boat, 
when  both  the  women  and  child  were  drowned. 
Williams   and    his  wife    were    remarkable    for 
vileness ;    just  before  entering   the  boat  they 
fought,    and    she   had    imprecated    every   evil 
to   befal    her    if    she    returned    to    Paramatta 
with  her  husband.     The  child  was  taken  from 
its  mother^s  arms  as  she  sunk,  but  for  want  of 
aid   in  time   it   died.      The  two  women  were 
found  in  a  few  days,  and  Williams  buried   his 
wife  and  child  within  a  few  yards  of  his  own 
door;    and    to    complete    the  measure   of   his 
iniquity,  but  a  few  days  after,  he   was  sitting  at 
his  door  with  a  bottle  of  rum,  drinking  one  glass 
and  pouring  another  on  the  grave,  till  it  was  all 
gone,  declaring  at  each  libation   how  well   she 
loved  it  when  alive.     The   settlers  who  came 
out  in  the  Bellona  having  fixed  on  their  ground, 
in  February  it  was  marked  out,  and   they  took 
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possession,  giving  their  farms  collectively  the 
name  of  "  Liberty  Plains,*'  as  they  were  all 
free  settlers  but  one,  which  was  Walter  Rouse, 
a  very  good  man,  by  trade  a  bricklayer. 

Government    having    given    its    assent,   the 
officers   made  choice  of  some   land   at   Para- 
matta,  and    some    in    parts    of    the    harbour, 
for  their    own    cultivation  ;    each    officer    was 
allowed   the   use  of  10   convicts,  and  as  they 
entered  vigorously  into  cultivation,  and  being 
allowed  to  pay  the  convicts  in  spirits,  for  work- 
ing, in  that  time  which  belonged  to  themselves, 
they  got   on   prodigiously   fast.     The    Bellona 
sailed   on    the    19th   for    Canton,    previous    to 
which,  the  master  was  suffered  to  take  on  board 
two  convicts,  whose  terms  had  expired,  and  to 
prevent  any  getting  off  without  leave  of  the 
government,  the  master  permitted   the  ship  to 
be  smoked,  which  produced  four   convicts  who 
had   found   means    to  get    secreted   on   board. 
At   length   room    was  found    wanting  for  the 
stores,  an  event  which   had  never  occurred  be- 
fore, so  that  it   was  an  object  of  novelty  and 
wonder.     On  the  2.3th  of  February,   1793,  the 
Shah  Hormuzear,  .Bampton,  from  Calcutta,  with 
a  cargo  on  speculation   to  this  country,  it  con- 
sisted of  live-stock,  wine,  iron,  copper,  canvas, 
of  the    best   qualities,    and    offered    at    such 
prices  as  rendered   them  acceptable.     On  the 
13th  of  March  two  Spanish  ships  anchored  in 
the  harbour.     These  two  ships  were  on  a  voyage 
of  discovery  from  Spain,  and  were  expected  to 
put  in  here,  as  government  sent  out  orders  so 
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long  ago  as  1790,  to  treat  the  officers  of  this 
expedition  with  every  attention.  They  were 
called  the  Desciivierta  and  Atrevida,  (tlie  Dis- 
covery and  Intrepid,)  the  former  commanded 
by  Don  Alexandro  Malaspina,  commander  of 
the  expedition,  and  the  latter  by  Don  Jose*  de 
Biistamante  y  Guevra.  They  requested  per- 
mission to  build  an  observatory  near  the  point 
of  the  cove,  on  which  the  hut  was  built  for 
Bennillong,  which  hut  they  used  as  a  magazine 
for  their  instruments.  The  presence  of  these 
strangers  afforded  a  pleasing  variety  to  the 
uniformity  of  occurrences  at  Sydney.  On  the 
21st,  returned  the  Kitty  from  Norfolk  Island, 
whither  she  had  been  with  provisions,  and  Go- 
vernor King  returned,  by  her,  many  of  such 
characters  as  he  had  reason  to  believe  would 
occasion  him  trouble ;  and  he  stated,  in  his 
dispatches,  that  the  harvest  of  wheat  and  maize 
had  proved  so  prolific,  that  he  had  enough  lor 
twelve  months.  The  people  were  healthy,  and 
not  one  offence  had  been  committed,  deserving 
punishment,  for  three  months. 

The  master  of  the  Shah  Hamuzear,  having 
submitted  proposals  for  procuring  live-stock,  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  for  that  purpose, 
and  Bengal  settled  to  be  the  place  from  whence 
•they  should  come,  as  well  as  some  provisions, 
for  which  purpose  he  quitted  the  cove  on  the 
19th  of  April,  in  company  with  the  Chesterfield, 
having  to  carry,  in  conjunction  with  that  ship, 
provisions  and  stores  to  Governor  King  at 
Norfolk  Island,  which,  with  what  he  had  already 
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sent  him,  made  enough  for  twelve  months,  but 
as  a  signal  for  a  strange  sail  was  made,  both 
ships  waited  to  know  the  event.  The  next 
day,  the  Dsedahis  store-ship,  Lieut.  Hanson, 
from  America,  arrived;  she  left  England  with 
a  cargo  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  vessels 
under  Capt.  Vancouver,  and  instead  of  bring- 
ing the  settlement  any  material  relief,  they 
wanted  assistance,  for  she  was  to  join  Captain 
Vancouver  at  Nootka,  or  some  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  in  the  following  October.  Lieutenant 
Hanson  touched  at  New  Zealand,  and  brought 
two  natives,  both  young  men,  from  that  coun- 
try, to  instruct  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk 
Island  in  the  manufacture  of  the  flax-plant; 
they  arrived  in  time  to  go  in  the  Shah  Her- 
muzear;  they  were  put  on  board  just  before 
Mr.  Bampton'sship  sailed,  which,  alas!  never  re- 
turned, as  she  became  leaky  and  was  run  on  shore 
and  scuttled  in  New  Zealand.*  On  the  12th  of 
April,  between  5  and  6  in  the  evening,  an  appear- 
ance was  observed  in  the  north  west  part  of 
the  sky,  and  seemed  like  a  ray  of  forked  light- 
ning, had  been  stationary  in  the  sky  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  but  was  not  discernible 
after  the  sun  set.  On  a  survey,  made  the  latter 
end  of  May,  it  appeared  that  the  officers,  vi'ho 
turned  their  attention  to  cultivation,  had 
cleared  and  cultivated   233  acres,  and   had  cut 

*  The  shocking  sufferings  of  several  of  those  on  board,  will 
be  found  in  the  European  Magazine  for  May  and  June 
1797. 
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down  wood  from  219  acres  more;  every  settler 
had  added  to  his  lands,  and  was  approaching 
towards  the  station  of  an  independent  farmer ; 
the  grounds  of  government  had  received  no 
addition  whatever  since  the  departure  of  Go- 
vernor Phillip,  since  when  157^  acres  had  been 
granted,  830  of  which  lay  between  Paramatta 
and  Sydney,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  wishing 
to  make  a  chain  of  farms  from  one  settlement 
to  the  other. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  the  Kitty,  which  had  un^ 
dergone  considerable  repairs,  hauled  into  the 
cove,  and  would  have  sailed  the  next  morning, 
but  a  mutiny  was  di'scovered,  which  required 
the  presence  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
the  military  to  quell,  and  the  next  day  three 
seamen  were  taken  from  her,  and  replaced  by 
two  convicts  and  a  seaman.  Provisions  now 
began  to  get  very  short,  and  a  decrease  in  the 
ration  was  become  requisite,  but  the  Lieut, - 
Governor  wishing  to  retard  the  evil  day,  proposed 
staying  one  more  week,  previous  to  carrying 
into  effect  the  deduction.  On  the  next  Mon- 
day the  Britannia  returned,  after  an  absence  of 
eight  months  ;  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  she 
took  on  board  30  cows,  3  mares,  and  12  goats, 
with  a  quantity  of  flour,  sugar,  tobacco,  and 
spirits ;  but  though  the  greatest  attention  was 
paid  to  the  live  stock,  29  cows  and  3  goats 
died.  This  afforded  another  instance  of  the 
great  difficulty  in  bringing  live  stock  to  the 
colony;  which  will  be  still  more  evident  by 
the  following  statement ; 
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Embarked  at    various    times  for  the   colony— 

lo  bulls,  119  cows,  and  6  calves. 
Lost  on  their  passage — 12  bulls,  91  cows,  and 

1  caJf. 
Landed — 3  bulls,  28  cows,  and  5  calves. 

Of  horses,  sheep,  and  hogs,  a  considerably 
larf^er  portion  were  landed  safe,  and  it  was  ima- 
gined the  mortality  among  the  black  cattle 
arose  from  their  being  taken  from  the  field,  and 
being  embarked,  previous  to  being  accustomed 
to  dry  victuals.  The  natives  now  became 
troublesome,  by  lurking  into  the  woods  and 
fields  between  the  settlements,  and  robbing  the 
convicts  of  their  clothing  and  provision  as  they 
passed  ;  and  as  they  wounded  two  or  three,  an 
armed  party  was  sent  against  them  to  discharge 
small  shot  at  them,  but  to  take  no  life.  But 
some  on  the  contrary  resided  at  the  settlement, 
and  mixed  with  the  inhabitants  without  reserve, 
and  were  hired  by  many  to  collect  fire-wood,  or 
bring  water  from  the  tanks,  and  esteemed 
themselves  well  paid  for  the  trouble,  by  an  old 
worn-out  jacket,  trowsers,  or  a  bit  of  bread  ;  in- 
deed they  would  beg  for  the  latter  with  the 
greatest  earnestness,  being  particular!}^  fond 
of  it. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  the  Daedalus  sailed  to 
join  Capt.  Vancouver,  and  was  suffered  to  take 
six  convicts  and  two  seamen  to  complete  her 
number  of  hands,  and  a  native  embarked,  whom 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  for  the  purpose 
of  learning  the  English  language ;  his  native 
name   was  Gnung-a-gnung-a   Mur-re-mur-gan, 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  121 

hut  he  was  universally  called  "  Collins,"  after 
the  Judge  Advocate.  He  was  ot"  a  very  mild 
disposition,  and  readily  undertook  the  voyage. 
— On  Satuixiay,  the  0th  of  July,  the  ration  was 
reduced  I  lb.  of  pork.  A  church  was  now 
began,  73  feet  by  1  j  ;  it  was  to  be  composed  of 
strong  posts,  wattles,  and  plaster,  and  to  be 
thatched.  As  spirits  continued  to  be  made  an 
improper  use  of,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  made 
known,  that  any  person  selling  them  without  a 
licence  would  have  it  seized,  and  their  houses 
pulled  down.  This  month  the  wheat  sown  on 
the  public  account  was  got  in.  On  the  24th, 
the  vessel  (now  called  the  Francis)  brought  out 
in  frame  by  the  Pitt,  was  got  afloat,  and  as  it 
was  understood  that  several  persons  had  an  idea 
of  effecting  their  escape  in  her,  every  precaution 
was  taken,  that  none  but  trust-worthy  persons 
should  be  employed  on  board. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  the  Boddingtons* 
transport,  from  Cork,  arrived  with  \'24>  male  and 
'20  female  convicts  of  Ireland  on  board,  and 
nine  months'  provisions  for  them.  Advice  came 
by  this  ship,  that  another,  the  wSugar-Cane, 
might  be  shortly  expected.  On  Sunday,  the 
2oth  of  August,  divine  service  was  performed 
in  the  church. 

In  September  the  settlers  were  enabled  to  sell 
to  government  1200  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  at 
^s.  per  bushel,  which  was  the  price  paid  to  all. 
On  Sunday,  the  8th,  the  Britannia  and  Francis 
sailed  for  Dusky  Bay.     On  Tuesday,  the  17th, 

4*  R 
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the  Sugar-Cane  arrived,  with  110  male  and  50 
female  convicts.  In  the  course  of  the  voyage 
a  mutiny  was  discovered,  and  one  convict 
found  without  his  irons  was  executed,  which 
prevented  any  more  mischief.  This  ship  brought 
for  the  colony, 

31,496  lbs.  of  beef, 

45,4-U)lbs.  of  pork, 

64,512  lbs.  of  flour, 

44  tons  of  lime-stone, 
17  bales  and  5  cases  of  clothing 
and  necessaries. 
The  Boddingtons  and  Sugar-Cane  both 
sailed  on  the  13th.  A  mill  for  grinding  corn 
was  invented  by  a  convict  named  Wilkinson, 
which  was  found  to  answer  so  well,  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  ordered  the  artificers  and 
a  ofanjj  of  convicts  from  Paramatta  to  assist  in 
making  one,  under  Wilkinson's  directions,  on  a 
larger  scale.  A  warrant  of  emancipation  passed 
the  great  seal  for  23  convicts,  on  condition  of 
their  entering  into  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 
From  Paramatta  information  was  received,  that 
four  people,  in  the  night  of  the  loth,  broke 
into  the  house  of  a  settler  (John  Randall),  with 
their  faces  and  hands  blackened,  where,  with 
bludgeons,  they  nearly  murdered  two  men  who 
lived  with  him,  and  but  for  the  activity  and 
resistance  of  these  two,  they  would  have  ef- 
fected their  intentions;  and  the  same  account 
said,  that  seven  of  those  lately  from  Ireland  had 
absconded  to  the  woods.     On  the  26th,  a  box 
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belonging  to  John  Sparrow  (a  convict),  by 
trade  a  watchmaker,  was  broken  open  at  the 
hospital,  and  three  watches  stolen,  one  of  which 
belonged  to  an  officer,  who  had  employed  Spar^ 
row  to  repair  it ;  and  an  old  man  at  the  hospital 
was,  at  the  same  time,  robbed  of  eight  guineas 
and  some  dollars,  which  he  had  saved  to  pay 
his  passage  home.  In  a  storm,  on  the  26th, 
two  boys  ran  to  a  tree  for  shelter,  and  the  next 
morning  were  found  dead,  being  killed  by  light- 
ning, and  they  were  buried  in  one  grave.  This 
was  the  first  accident  of  the  kind  which  had 
happened  in  the  colony.  On  the  29th,  the 
Fairy  American  Snow  arrived  from  Boston,  in 
New  England,  and  was  to  proceed  to  the  north- 
west coast  of  America.  On  Thursday,  Nov, 
the  7th,  the  Francis  returned  from  Dusky 
Bay.  On  Saturday,  the  23d  of  November,  the 
first  wheat  issued  from  the  store,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  was  delivered,  and  for  the 
first  week  great  inconvenience  was  sustained  to 
get  it  ground,  but  other  mills  were  erected, 
and  this  evil  was  of  no  long  duration.  The 
wheat  sown  in  April  was  this  month  reaped  and 
got  in,  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  agreed 
to  buy  of  all  settlers  to  whom  it  belonged,  at  10s. 
per  bushel.  Guilty  ignorance,  ever  ready  to 
cherish  erroneous  notions  of  escaping  that 
punishment  which  it  deserves,  by  some  flaw  in 
the  administration  of  justice,  offered  to  the 
minds  of  the  convicts  a  curious  idea,  which  was, 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  not  the  power 
of  ordering  a  sentence  of  death  to  be  executed, 
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SO  that  it  became  requisite  to  let  them  see  the 
contrary,  which  was  done  in  executing  John 
Crow,  who  was  convicted  some  time  before,  but 
had  been  respited  twice.  In  a  storm,  on  the 
6th  of  December,  a  boat,  which  came  from  Pa- 
ramatta with  corn,  filled  with  water  which  ran 
off  the  wharf,  and  sunk,  by  which  280  bushels 
of  Indian  corn  and  a  few  of  wbeaten  meal  were 
lost,  except  to  the  natives,  who  were  so  fond  of 
it,  that  many  dived  and  brought  up  considerable 
quantities.  Spirits  gained  such  an  ascendancy 
over  the  weak  minded,  that  they  refused  any- 
thing else  in  payment  for  labour  while  they 
were  to  be  obtained,  and  several  officers'  ser-^ 
vants  stole  them  from  their  masters.  Sydney 
had  now  increased,  since  Governor  Phillip 
quitted  it,  160  huts  and  5  barracks.  Towards 
the  close  of  December  a  party  of  natives  at- 
tacked several  settlers,  and,  taking  all  their  pro- 
visions, fled  to  the  vv^oods. 

Passage  boats  were  allowed  now  to  go  from 
Sydney  to  Paramatta.  These  were  the  property 
of  convicts  who  had  served  their  time;  the  fare 
was  one  shilling  for  each  person,  and  all  lug- 
gage was  paid  one  shilling  per  hundred  weight. 
— In  the  year  179^,  there  died  7  soldiers,  2  set- 
tlers, 78  male  convicts,  26  female  convicts,  and 
29  children  ;  and  with  accidents,  &c,  the  de- 
crease was  153  persons. 

Amidst  the  variety  of  crimes  continually 
committed  in  New  South  Wales  by  the  convicts, 
murder  had  hitherto  been  excluded;  but  on  the 
5th  of  January,   1794,  an  elderly  man,  whose 
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name  was  Lewis,  that  went  to  watch  the  cattle, 
was  shockingly  murdered.  His  body  was 
found,  a  few  days  afterwards,  in  a  hollow,  co- 
vered with  logs,  boughs,  and  grass;  the  hands 
and  flesh  of  one  arm  had  been  torn  off  by  the 
native  dogs.  This  poor  fellow,  unfortunately, 
had  boasted  of  having  saved  some  money,  and 
had  sewed  it  in  his  clothes  to  prevent  losing  it, 
should  his  hut  be  robbed  while  he  was  out. 
The  body  was  brought  in  and  buried  at  Para- 
matta, but  no  discovery  could  be  made  of  who 
murdered  the  poor  man.  Likewise  on  the  5th, 
the  Francis  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor becoming  anxious  to  know 
the  state  of  that  settlement.  On  an  account 
being  taken  of  the  salt  provisions  at  Sydney 
and  Paramatta,  only  enough  was  found  to  last 
for  ten  weeks,  at  the  ration  of  3  lbs.  per  week 
for  a  man.  One  of  the  men  employed  by  the 
officers  to  shoot  game,  having  caught  three 
kangaroos,  brought  two  in,  and  said  he  cut 
the  other  up  for  the  dogs,  when  in  fiict  he  had 
sold  it  to  one  Lane,  a  man  who  had  been  a  con- 
vict. To  prevent  thefts,  the  best  way  is  cer- 
tainly to  punish  receivers,  for  without  them 
there  would  be  no  temptations.  Under  this 
idea,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ordered  Lane  to 
have  100  lashes,  to  be  dependant  on  the  store 
for  provisions,  and  sent  to  Toongabbe  to  labour. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  crops  of  corn  ga- 
thered by  the  settlers,  only  160  bushels  were 
offered  to  government,  though  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  at  least  7000  bushels  of  wheat  alone 
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had  been  produced.  Some  kept  it  for  distil- 
ling and  brewing,  while  others  paid  debts  con- 
tracted by  gaming  with  it;  for  the  last,  indeed, 
some  had  gone  so  far  as  to  lose  their  farms,  and 
others  absolutely  losing  their  clothes  off  their 
backs,  went  naked.  Ruse,  the  first  settler,  and 
one  Williams,  having  imprudently  sold  their 
farms,  and  spent  the  money  they  produced, 
gained  permission  to  begin  new  ones,  about  9A 
miles  from  Paramatta,  with  some  others  who 
were  about  settling.  On  the  I'ith  of  February, 
the  Francis  returned  from  Norfolk  Island. — 
The  accounts  from  Governor  King  were  highly 
satisfactory  ;  the  harvest,  which  was  abundant, 
was  all  got  in,  and  every  store  in  such  plenty 
as  seemed  to  defy  any  idea  of  future  want;  the 
people  were  all  in  good  health,  and  the  live- 
stock increasing  rapidly.  The  two  natives  of 
New  Zealand,  sent  by  the  Shah  Hermuzear, 
answered  the  purpose  so  well,  that  though  Go- 
vernor King  had  few  hands  and  bad  materials, 
a  quantity  of  canvas  was  manufactured  weekly; 
but  the  New  Zealanders  having  shewn  great 
anxiety  to  return  home,  Governor  King  thought 
the  Britannia's  calling  at  Norfolk  Island  a 
favourable  opportunity,  and  embarked  with  a 
guard  and  the  two  natives  for  New  Zealand,* 

*  The  following  account  of  the  flax  manufactory,  on  thft 
New  Zealanders  leaving  Norfolk  Island,  can  hardly  prove  un- 
acceptable : 

Not  more  than  nine  men  and  nine  women  could  be  employed 
in  preparing  and  manufacturing  the  flax,  which  barely  kept 
them  in  practice.     There  was  only  one  loom  on  the  island,  and 
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leaving  Capt.  Nepean,  (who  was  on  his  return 
to  Europe  by  the  Britannia)  as  Governor  in  his 

the  slay  or  reed  designed  for  coarse  canvas ;  nor  did  they  pos- 
sees  a  single  tool  required  by  flax-dressers  orweavers,beyond  the 
poor  substitutes  which  they  were  obliged  to  fabricate  themselves. 
— If  there  had  been  proper  slays  or  leeds,  brushes,  and  other 
articles  indispensably  necessary  for  flax-dressing  and  weaving^ 
with  more  people  to  work  the  flax  and  a  greater  number  of 
weavers,  this  island  might  soon  require  veiy  little  assistance  in 
clothing  the  convicts ;  but  for  want  of  these  necessary  articles, 
the  only  cloth  that  could  be  made  was  a  little  canvas,  some- 
thing finer  than  No.  7,  which  is  thought  to  be  equally  strong 
and  durable  as  that  made  from  European  flax. 

This  useful  plant  needs  no  cultivation.  An  experiment  has 
been  made  to  cultivate  it,  and  answered  extremely  well ;  but 
the  produce  was  not  so  much  superior  to  that  giowing  in  a 
natural  state,  as  to  make  it  adviseable  to  bestow  any  pains  on 
its  culture. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  two  New  Zealanders,  no  effectual 
progress  had  been  made  in  its  manufacture ;  nor  was  it 
without  much  intreaty  that  these  visitors  were  induced  to 
furnish  the  information  required.  And  indeed,  as  this 
work  is  principally  performed  by  the  women  in  New  Zealand, 
they  were  by  no  means  competent  to  give  the  fullest  in- 
structions. Sufficient,  however,  was  obtained  from  them  to 
improve  upon.  Since  that  time  those  women  that  could  be 
spared  from  other  work,  not  exceeding  from  six  to  twelve,  had 
been  employed  in  preparing  the  flax ;  and  a  flax-dresser, 
weaver,  and  three  other  assistants,  in  manufacturing  it  into 
canvas,  rope,  &c. 

When  the  leaves  are  gathered,  the  hard  stalk  running 
through  the  centre  is  taken  out  with  liie  thumb-nail ;  and  the 
red  edges  of  the  leaf  are  also  stripped  off.  The  two  parts  are 
then  separated  in  the  middle,  making  four  slips  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  wide,  and  the  length  of  from  eighteen 
inches  to  three  or  four  feet.  These  slips  are  cut  across  the 
centre  with  a  muscle-shell,  but  not  so  deep  as  to  separate  the 
fibres,  which  is  the  flax.     The  slips  thus  prepared  are  held  in 


1'28  HISTORY    OF 

absence.  Tlie  passage  was  short,  for  on  the 
4th  day  the  natives  were  landed  among  some 

the  left  hand,  with  the  thumb  resting  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
shp  just  above  the  cut.  The  muscle-shell  held  in  the  right 
hand  is  placed  on  the  upper  part  just  below  the  cut,  with  the 
thumb  resting  on  the  upper  part.  The  shell  is  drawn  to  the 
end  of  the  slip,  which  separates  the  vegetable  covering  from 
the  flaxen  filaments.  The  slip  is  then  trimmed,  and  the  same 
operation  is  performed  on  the  remaining  part,  which  leaves 
the  flax  entire.  If  it  be  designed  for  fishing  lines,  or  other 
coarse  work,  nothing  more  is  done  to  it;  but  if  intended  for 
cloth,  it  is  twisted  and  beaten  for  a  considerable  time  in  a 
clear  stream  of  water ;  and  when  dried,  twisted  into  such 
threads  as  the  work  requires.  Instead  of  working  it  as  soon 
as  gathered,  our  people  found  it  work  better  for  being  placed 
in  a  heap  in  a  close  room  for  five  days  or  a  week,  after  which 
it  became  softer  and  pleasanter  to  work.  They  also  found  it 
easier,  and  more  expeditious,  to  scrape  the  vegetable  covering 
from  the  fibres,  which  is  done  with  three  strokes  of  a  knife. 
It  is  then  twisted,  and  put  into  a  tub  of  water,  where  it  re- 
mains until  the  day's  work  is  finished.  The  day  following  it 
is  washed  and  beaten  in  a  running  stream.  When  sufficiently 
beaten,  it  is  dried,  and  needs  no  other  preparation  until  it  i» 
hackled  and  spun  into  yarn  for  weaving. 

The  numbers  employed  at  this  work  were  as  follow: — 

Invalids  gathering  the  flax.  .3  men. 

Preparing  it 7  women. 

Beating  and  washing  it  ...  .3  who  are  invalids. 

Flax-dresser 1 

Spinners   2  women. 

Weaver  and  assistant 2  men. 

Total  18. 
By  whose  weekly  labour  sixteen  yards  of  canvas  of  the  size  of 
No.  7  was  made.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  women,  and 
most  of  the  men,  could  be  employed  at  no  other  work ;  and 
that  the  labour  of  manuring  and  cultivating  the  ground ;  the 
loss  of  other  crops ;  the  many  processes  used  in  manufactur- 
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of  their  friends,  and  on  the  10th  day,  Governor 
King-  returned   to   Norfolk  Island;  and  the  se- 
cond day  after,  the  Britannia  again  sailed.     Ten 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps  were  sent  to  Syd- 
ney, from  Norfolk  Island,  for  mutinous  conduct; 
and,  after  a  trial  of  five  days,  were  found  guilty, 
but  recommended  to  merc3^     The  offence  com- 
niitted,  was  ow'ing  to  a  jealousy  which  had  arisen 
between  the  soldiers  and  free  men,  settlers,  and 
others,  occasioned  by  some  acts  of  violence  and 
improper  behaviour  on  both  sides,  which  broke 
out,  one  evening,  at  a  place  where  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor had  permitted  plays  to  be  repre- 
sented by  the  convicts.     Mr.  King,   who  was 
present,  thought  it  necessary  to  order  one  of  the 
soldiers  into  confinement.     When  the  play  was 
ended  the  detachment  repaired  totheircommand- 
ing  officer,  and  demanded   the   release  of  their 
comrade;  on  his  declaring  his  inability  to  comply 
with  such  request,  they  signified  a  resolution  to 
release  him  themselves;   upon  which  the  officer 
remonstrated  with  them,  and  they  dispersed.  On 

ing  the  European  hemp,  and  the  accidents  to  which  it  is  Hable 
duiing  its  growth,  are  all,  by  using  this  flax,  avoided ;  as 
it  needs  no  cultivation,  and  grows  in  sufficient  abundance  on 
all  the  cliffs  of  the  island,  (where  nothing  else  will  grow)  to 
give  constant  employment  to  five  hundred  people.  Indeed, 
should  it  be  thought  an  object,  any  quantity  of  canvas,  rope, 
or  linen,  might  be  made  there,  provided  there  were  men  and 
women  weavers,  flax-dressers,  spinners,  and  rope-makers,  with 
the  necessary  tools;  but,  destitute  as  our  people  were  of  these 
aids,  all  that  could  be  done  was  to  keep  in  employ  the  few 
-that  could  be  spared  from  other  essential  work. 
4*  s 
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the  following  morning,  when  the  Lieutenant* 
Governor  was  made  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances, he  convened  all  the  officers  in  the  set- 
tlement, and  laid  before  them  what  he  had  heard, 
together  with  an  account  ofadetermination  among 
the  soldiers,  to  release  from  the  halberts  any  of 
the  comrades  who  should  be  ordered  punishment, 
for  any  offence  or  injury  done  to  a  settler  ;  all  of 
which  he  caused  to  be  authenticated  upon  oath. 
The  resultofthe  officers  was,  that  thedetachmenl 
should  be  disarmed,  and  all  those  settlers  from 
the  marines  and  Sirius's  ship's  company,  should 
be  embodied,  and  armed  as  a  militia,  to  do  their 
dut3^  This  was  put  in  execution  on  the  21st,  by 
sending  the  detachment  from  their  quarters  un- 
armed upon  differentduties;  while tbenew  raised 
militja  took  possession  of  their  arms.  On  their 
return,  twenty  were  selected  as  mutineers,  to  be 
sent  to  Sydney,  the  remainder  returning  to  their 
duty  immediately:  but  of  that  number,  ten 
were,  after  a  few  days  confinement,  pardoned, 
and  liberated;  and,  two  days  after,  the  Francis 
appeared.  At  the  conclusion  of  February  the 
natives  again  caused  great  trouble,  robbing  and 
doing  every  kind  of  mischief;  and,  though  they 
kept  in  the  woods  near  the  settlements,  and 
generall)'  murdered  all  the  white  people  they 
could;  yet,  so  great  was  the  dread  of  labour  to 
many  of  the  convicts,  that  they  absconded  con- 
tinually to  the  woods,  thus  shewing  that  they 
preferred  death  to  work.  On  the  last  day  of 
delivering  provisions  for  February  (the  22d)  it 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  ^  131 

was   found,  that,  if  some  did  not  arrive  in    a 
fortnight,  there    would  not   be   an  ounce   left. 
Thus    situated    nothing    was   neglected.      The 
shark  was  even  found  of  service,  and  the   oil 
produced   from  the  liver  of  it  sold  at   Is.  per 
quart  ;    candles   were  a   luxury  in  the  colony 
which  iew  could   boast  of.     The  Indian  corn 
was  now  nearly  ripe,  and,  as  the  seed  wheat  was 
yet  held  sacred,  it   was  hoped  that  the  Indian 
corn  would  be  ready  in  time  to  prevent  such  a 
fatal  resource  ;  for  the  stock  of  seed  wheat,  even 
if  added  to  all  the  live  stock,  could  last  but  a 
short  time  for  so  many  as  3000  people.     Pro-r 
vidcntially,  the  very  day  that  the  last  provisions 
were  delivered  from  the  store,  the  Sth  of  March, 
a  signal  of  a  vessel  in  sight  was  made,  but  by 
great  wind  and  stormy  weather,  it  was  the  10th 
when  she  anchored  in  the  cove,  and  proved  to 
be  the  William,  Folger,  of  London,  last  from 
Cork,  with  a  cargo  of  1173  barrels  of  beef,  and 
907  of  pork,  but  no  flour.     At  the  same  time 
arrived  the   Arthur;  a  small   brig  of   9«3  tons, 
from  Bengal,  with  beef,  pork,  sugar,  rum,  and 
calicoes.      In  consequence  of  these  fortunate 
arrivals,  the  full  ratio  was  ordered   to  be  de- 
livered, and  the  short  allowances,  as  promised, 
made  good.      Distress,  which    had    never  yet 
increased   the  morality  of   the    convicts,  now 
shewed  that  the  love  of  gaming  could  keep  its 
ascendancy  over  even  hunger  itself.     Of  those 
addicted  to  gaming  one  was  an  overseer,  who, 
giving  offence  to  some  of  the  convicts,  they 
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formed  a  plan  to  strip  hiin,  the  first  time  they 
knew  he  had  any  considerable  sum  about  him  ; 
when  engaged  at  play,  a  party  rushed  on  him, 
just  as  he  had  won  25  dollars,  and  thus,  at  once, 
secured  him  ;  but  he  seized  one  with  10  dollars 
in  his  hand,  which  was  all  he  recovered.  The 
overseer  confessed,  that  it  was  owing  to  gaming 
only  that  he  became  a  convict;  thus,  under 
punishment  for  the  effects,  he  still  retained  a 
determination  to'practise  the  great  cause  ,  of  all 
evils  which  attended  him.  On  the  :jd  of  April 
the  Daedaiiis  store-ship  anchored  from  the  north 
west  coast  of  America.  The  native  who  went 
out  in  this  ship  returned,  without  acquiring 
much  of  our  language;  but  he  had  rendered 
himself  particularh^  esteemed  by  every  body  in 
the  ship.  The  Arthur  sailed  on  the  same  day 
as  the  Dsedalus  arrived,  and  the  Francis  came 
in  the  next  day  from  Norfolk  Island.  The 
good  order  which  reigned  in  Norfolk  Island  had 
rendered  keeping  the  settlers  together  as  a  mir- 
litia  unnecessary.  The  natives  continually 
visited  those  parts  where  the  corn  was  nearly 
ripe,  and  in  such  numbers,  that  it  was  found  re- 
qaisite  for  the  watchmen  to  fire  on  them,  and 
this  order  produced  many  tales  from  the  men 
about  thenatives  coming  in  great  numbers,  and 
the  valour  of  those  who  drove  them  away  ;  they 
were,  at  length,  given  no  credit  to  ;  so,  in  a  few 
days,  a  watchman  brought  in  the  head  of  one 
native  he  had  shot.  On  the  S^th  of  May,  the 
Indispensable  store-ship  arrived  from  England  ;' 
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she  was  the  first  of  six  or  seven  ships  that  were 
to  bring  out  a  supply  of  stores,  provisions,  and 
clothes,  for   twelve  months,  for  the  colony,  in 
consequence  of  which  a  full  ratio  was  ordered  to 
be  delivered;  viz.  8lbs.  of  flour,  7lbs.  of  beef,  or 
4lbs.  of  pork,  and  3  pints  of  Indian  corn,  of  which 
latter   article  government    had  bought,   of  the 
settlers  and  others,  6\63l  bushels.     The  Bri- 
tannia returned  on  the  1st  of  June,  whose  arrival 
had  been  anxiously  expected.    The  length  of  her 
absence  was  accounted  for  by  her  being  forced 
to  go  to  Batavia  instead  of  Bengal,  as  she  was 
attacked,  in  the  Straits  of  Malacca,  by  a  fleet  of 
piratical  prows,  from  which  she  escaped,  after  an 
engagement  of  six  hours.  The  Britannia  brought 
2v30  casks  of  beef,  2o0  casks  of  pork,  600  pecols 
of  sugar,  and  35  coyangs  of  rice.     On  the  8th 
of  June  arrived  the  Speedy  store-ship.     On  the 
14th  the  Halcyon,  from   Pthode  Island,  with  a 
cargo  of  beef,   pork,  spirits,  tobacco,   tea,  and 
nankeens,  on  speculation.     The  time  was  now 
arrived  when  the  colony  wore  a  very  comfortable 
appearance;    the  stores  were  filled    with  pro- 
visions, and  five  ships  on  the  seas,  with  a  still 
greater  abundance;    a  stock   rapidly  increasing, 
.and  a  crop  of  corn  on    the  ground,  which  pro- 
mised to  realize  the  fond  hope  of  New  South 
Wales    becoming   independent   of   the   mother 
country  for  grain.     On  the  5th  of  July  the  Hope 
arrived  from  Rhode  Island,  with  provisions  and 
spirits.     The  spirits  were  bought,  but  the  pro- 
visions no  one  would  buy.     This  was  the  first 
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instance  of  a  vessel  bringing  provisions  wirliout 
being  able  to  disr.ose  of  them.  The  Indispensable 
and  Halcyon  sailed  on  the  Sth,  to  complete  their 
voyages  to  Bengal  and  Canton.  On  the  9th  ar- 
rived the  Fancy,  with  a  carTO  of  rice  and  dholl. 
In  July  a  building,  of  four  cells,  for  solitary  con- 
finement, was  added  to  the  guard-house,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  cove.  On  the  "^Sth  the  Francis 
returned  from  Norfolk  Island,  whither  she  had 
been  sent,  to  inform  Governor  King  that  sup- 
plies would  speedily  be  sent  him  ;  who,  in  re- 
turn, sent  information  that  the  harvest  had  been 
prodigiously  productive  ;  that  he  had  purchased 
11,000  bushels  of  maize  of  the  settlers,  for  the 
amount  of  which  he  had  drawn  bills;  but  the 
Lieut. -Governor,  thinking  it  not  requisite  to  put 
such  an  expense  on  the  crown,  declined  accept- 
ing the  bills  till  be  had  the  approbation  of  go- 
vernment. On  the  1st  of  Sept.  the  Britannia 
sailed,  for  the  second  time,  on  a  voyage  of  spe- 
culation, on  account  of  the  officers,  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  for  live  stock  and  other  articles. 
On  the  10th  arrived,  from  England,  the  Resolu- 
tion ;  and  on  the  11th  the  Salamander,  both 
freighted  with  provisions  and  stores  for  the  co- 
lony. The  heavy  weather  they  had  met  with  con- 
siderably damaged  the  ships  and  stores.  By  those 
vessels  came  intelligence,  that  John  Hunter,  Esq. 
was  appointed  Governor  of  New  South  Wales, 
instead  of  Capt.  Phillip,  who  had  resigned,  and 
was  rewarded  by  a  pension  of  5001.  per  annum. 
How  highly  to  the  credit  of  government  would 
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it  be,  if  pensions  were  granted  to  all  those  who 
equally  deserve  them,  and  withheld  from  those 
who  do  not !  Some  of  the  ignorant  Irish  convicts, 
this  month,  seized  a  boat,  but,  after  an  absence 
of  some  time,  landed  at  Botany  Bay,  which  led 
to  their  detection  of  course.     On  the    17th,  a 
dreadful    accident   happened   at   Paramatta;    a 
building,  in  which  was  2400  bushels  of -maize, 
caught  fire,  and  was  consumed,  with  a  number  of 
fine  hogs.     In  the  course  of  Sept.  it  became  re- 
quisite to  treat  the  natives  wit!i  severity.     A 
settler  and  his  servant,  at  Hawkrsbury,   were 
nearly  murdered   by  the  natives,  who   stole  on 
them  so  privately,  as  not  to  be  discovered,  till 
they  had  got  so  near  as  to  prevent  their  getting- 
assistance.  A  few  days  after,  the  natives  attacked 
some  others,  and  carried  off  every  thin2:  tliey 
could  find  ;  but  the  settlers,  collectively,  followed 
with  arms  and  killed  eight  on  the  spot.     The 
Daedalus  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  on  the  26tli, 
with  provisions  and   stores,   and    the  wives  of 
Bennillong  and  his  companion,  who  wished  to 
withdraw  from  the  other  natives,  till  the  return 
of  Benillong  and    his  companion  from  England. 
On  the  29th  the  Fancy  sailed.    In  the  beginning 
of  October,  John  Bevan,  a  most  daring  fellow, 
was  caught  in  the  act  of  house-breaking;  he  was 
tried  on  the  1st,  and  executed  on  the  6th  ;   the 
evening  before  which,  a  murder  was  perpetrated 
by  one  Hill,  a  butcher,  on  the  body  of  Sinion 
Brown,  a  settler,  who  he  owed  an  animosity.    It 
appeared  on  the  trial,  that  Hill,  and  a  woman  he 
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lived  with,  had  quarrelled;  when  s^hc,  to  avoid 
a  beating,  flew  to  an  empty  house,  followed  by 
Hill;  and  poor  Brown,  to  prevent  Hill  From 
bfeating  heir,  interfered;  on  this,  the  rascal  Hill 
stabbed  him  to  the  heart,  of  which  wound  he 
died  in  an  hour.  Hill,  the  fiend  of  iniquity, 
was  executed  on  the  l6th,  and  dissected. 

The  settlers,  at  Hawkesbury,  now  seemed  to 
require  some  person  of  authority  to  be  present, for 
an  account  was  received,  that  the  natives  were  ^ 
urged  to  their  late  depredations,  by  an  act  of 
cruelty  to  a  native  boy,  whom  the  settlers  had 
tied  hands  and  feet  together,  and,  dragging  him 
several  times  through  a  fire,  threw  him  into  a 
river,  and  then  shot  him;  this  they  in  part  ac- 
knowledged, but  assigned  as  the  cause,  that  the 
boy  had  been  sent  among  them  as  a  spy.  In  the 
evening  of  the  S5th,  arrived  the  Surprise  trans- 
port from  England,  with  60  females,  23  males, 
and  some  few  stores  and  provisions.  Among 
these  convicts  were  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer, 
Skirvino,  and  Margarot,  convicted  in  vScotland 
of  sedition.  On  the  23d  of  Nov.  the  Dsedalus 
returned  frem  Norfolk  Island.  Several,  whose 
sentences  had  expired,  and  ten  settlers,  who 
gave  up  their  farms  in  consequence  of  their  bills 
for  corn  not  being  honoured,  and  who  had 
now  entered  into  the  New  South  Wales  corps, 
arrived  in  this  vessel. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  meaning  to  quit  the 
country  by  the  Daedalus,  proper  preparations 
were  made ;  which  being  completed,  the  Lieute- 
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naiit-Governo'r,  with  ]Mr.  A^hite,  Mr.  Laing, 
three  soldiers,  two  vvouien,  and  nine  men,  em- 
barked. On  the  loth  before  the  departure  of  the 
'  Lieutenant  Governor,  those  convicts  under  con- 
finement were  released,  and  allotments  of  land 
made  to  those  who  wished  it.  During'  Decem- 
ber, a  farm  of  25  acres  was  sold  by  auction  for 
131.  The  frequent  failures  of  those  who  attempt- 
ed to  escape  from  the  colony,  either  by  stealing 
boats  or  going  to  the  woods,  by  no  means  les- 
sened Jhe  desire  of  others;  thous;h  seldom  many 
days  expired  without  their  returnini''  themselves, 
or  being  taken,  and  brought  back.  Oi>  the  2,4th 
arrived  the  Experiment  snow,  from  Bengal,  with 
a  f<jw  provisions,  spirits,  sugar, apd  piece-goods, 
on  spe€ulation.  On  the  departure  of  Lieute- 
nant-Governor Grose,  the  government  devolved 
on  Capt.  William  Patterson,  of  the.  New  South 
Wales  corps.  Th^  loss  by  death  in  1794  was 
only  59  persons. 

In  January  1795,  the  attention  was  turned  to 
.  preparing  the  ground  for  wheat.  The  Indian 
corn,  which  was  now  ripening  ahout  Havvkes- 
bury,  promised  at  least  30,000  bushels  of  that 
grain.  Some  of  the  young  natives,  who  lived 
among  the  settlers,  became  so  useful,  that  they 
would,  in  three  or  four  hours,  do  as  much  v,^ork 
as  was  alloltexl  to  a  convict  for  a  day's  work. 
At  this  trrne  the  heavy  rains  swell-cd  the  river 
Huwkesbury  to  such" a  degree,  that  considerable 
<lamage  was  done  to  the  crops  of  the  settlers 
and  government.  A  bridge  at  Paramatta  was 
4*  T 
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swept  away  by  the  torrent.  No  doubt  now  re- 
mained of  the  bad  conduct  of  some  of  the  set- 
tlers toward  the  natives.  In  revenge  they 
threatened  to  put  to  death  three  of  the  settlers, 
Doyle,  Forester,  and  Nixon;  and  had  actually 
attacked  and  wounded  two  other  settlers,  Shad- 
rech  and  Akers,  whose  farms  and  persons  they 
mistook  for  those  of  Doyle  and  Forester's. — 
These  particulars  were  procured  through  the 
means  of  one  Wilson,  a  very  wild  young  man  ; 
who  (his  term  of  transportation  being  expired) 
preferred  living  among  the  natives,  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  river,  to  earning  the  wages  of  honest 
industry,  by  working  for  settlers.  He  had  form- 
ed a  strange  medley  language,  between  his  own 
and  theirs,  with  which  he  made  shift  to  compre- 
hend something  of  what  they  wished  him  to 
communicate;  for  they  did  not  conceal  the 
sense  they  entertained  of  the  injuries  which  had 
been  done  to  them.  The  tribe  with  whom  Wil- 
son associated  had  given  him  a  name,  Bun-bo-e. 
As  the  gratifying  a  wandering  disposition  was 
the  sole  object  with  Wilson  in  herding  with 
these  people,  no  good  consequence  was  likely  to 
ensue  from  it:  Mr.  Grimes  proposed  taking  him 
with  him  in  the  schooner  to  Port  Stephen. 

There  were,  at  this  time,  several  convicts  in 
the  woods  subsisting  l)y  theft;  and  it  being  said 
that  three  had  been  met  with  arms,  it  became 
necessary  to  secure  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
Watchmen  and  other  people  immediately  went 
out;  and,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1,4th,  a  fellow, 
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of  the  name  of  Suffini,  was  killed  by  them. 
This  circumstance  drove  the  rest  to  a  greater 
distance  from  Sydney,  and  they  were  reported, 
some  days  afterwards,  to  have  been  met  on  their 
route  to  the  river.  Suffini  would  not  have  been 
shot  at,  had  he  not  refused  to  surrender  when 
called  to  by  the  watchman,  while  in  the  act  of 
plundering  a  garden. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  month  the  natives 
adjusted  some  affairs  of  honour  near  the  brick- 
fields. The  people  who  live  about  the  south  shore 
of  Botany  Bay  brought  with  them  a  stranger,  of 
an  extraordinary  appearance  and  character  ;  his 
name  was  Gome-boak.     He  had  been  several 
days  on  his  journey  from  the  place  where  he 
lived,  which  was  far  to  the  southward.    In  height 
he  was  no  more  than  five  feet  two  or  three  inches ; 
but  he  was  by  far  the  most  muscular,  square, 
and  well-formed  native  ever  seen.     He  fought 
well ;  his  spears  were  remarkably  long,  and  he 
defended  himself  with  a  shield,  which  covered 
his  whole  body.     He  engaged  with  some  of  the 
Sydney  natives,  and  it  was  observed,  that  neither 
their  persons  nor  reputation  suffered  any  thing 
in  the  contest.     When  the  fight  was  over,  our 
officers,  praising  the  martial  talents  of  this  stran- 
ger, the  very  great  strength  of  his  arm,  and  the 
excellence  of  his  sight,  they  admitted  the  praise 
to  be  just  (because,  when  opposed  to  them,  he 
had  not  gained  the  slightest  advantage);  but, 
unwilling  that  they  should  think  more  highly  of 
him  than  of  themselves,  with  distorted  features, 
they  assured  the  officers  that  G5me-boak  was  a 
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cannibal,  well  knowing-  that  alone  would  disgust 
them  with  him. 

On  the   1st  of  March,  the  Francis  returned 
from  Port  Stephen.      Mr.  Grimes  reported  that 
he  went  into  two  fresh-water  branches,  up  which 
he  rowed,  and,  at  no  very  great  distance  from 
the   entrance,  he  found  them    terminate   in   a 
swamp.     He  described  the  land  on  each  side  as 
low  and  sandy,  and  had  seen  nothing  while  in 
this  harbour,  which,  in  his  opinion,  could  ren- 
der a  second  visit  necessary;  the  natives  were  so 
unfriendly,  that  he  made  but  few  observations 
on  them.     He  thought  them  both  a  taller  and  a 
stouter  race  of  people  than  those  about  this  set- 
tlement, and  their  language  was  entirely  different;* 
Their  huts  and  canoes  were  something  larger 
than  those  we  had  seen  here;  but  their  weapons 
the  same.      They  welcomed  him  on  shore  with 
a   dance,  joining  hand  in  hand,  round  a  tree, 
probably   to  express   their  unanimity:    one  of 
them  after  this,  drawing  Mr*;  Grimes;  into   the 
wood,  poised  a  spear,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
throwing  it,  when  he  was  prevented  by  young 
Wilson,  who  Mr.  Grimes  took  with  him:  he  had 
followed   Mr.  Grimes  witii    a  double-barrelled 
gun,  and  now,  levelling  at  the  native,  he  fired  it. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  wounded,  for  he  fell; 
but,  rising  again,  he  attempted,  a  second  time,  to 
throw  the  spear,  and  was  again  prevented  by  Wil^ 
son.     The  effect  of  this  second  shot  was  sup^ 
posed  to  be  conclusive,  as  he  was  not  seen  to 
rise  any  moj'e.     Mr.  Grimes  now  regained  his 
boat  without  any  other  interruption. 
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The  Britannia,  on  the  4th,  returned  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Mr.  Raven,  the  com- 
mander, brought,  alive,  to  his  employers,  1  stal- 
lion, 29  mares,  3  fillies,  and  12  sheep.  He  sailed 
from  the  Cape  with  40  mares  on  board,  but  those 
that  died  were  the  worst. 

As  salt  provisions  now  again  grew  low,  half 
the  allowance  of  pork  and  beef  was  deducted  at 
once;  but,  the  same  day,  theBritannia  was  hired 
to  go  to  India  for  provisions  ;  and,  to  render  this 
deduction  as  light  as  possible,  the  commissary 
purchased  a  quantity  Of  fresh  pork  from  the  set- 
tlers, which  was  issued  at  the  rate  of  2 lbs.  of 
fresh,  instead  of  lib.  of  salt.  The  Francis  re- 
turned on  the  21st,  from  Hawkesbury,  with  1 100 
bushels  of  Indian  corn;  and,  about  that  time, 
information  was  received,  overland,  that  the  na- 
tives and  settlers  had  commenced  open  war,  and 
that  two  people,  a  settler,  and  a  free  labourer, 
were  killed.  'Their  depredations  were  managed 
with  great  art,  and  if  that  failed  they  made  use 
of  force,  using  their  spears  and  clubs.  Captain 
Patterson  sent  an  armed  party  to  destroy  all  they 
^ould  meet  with  of  this  tribe.  The  savages,  in 
return,  attacked  a  farm  belonging  to  William 
Rowe,  and  murdered  him  and  a  fine  child:  his 
wife,  after  being  very  much  wounded,  crawletl 
away,  and  hid  herself  among  the  rushes  for  some 
time,  till  assisted  and  carried  to  the  hospital, 
when  she  recovered  very  slowly.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  a  party  of  soldiers  were  distri- 
buted among  the  settlers,  which  afforded  them 
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that  protection,  which  it  would  have  been  well 
had  they  deserved. 

Ou  the  3 1st  of  May  anchored  in  the  cove  the 
Endeavour,  of  800  tons,  from  Bombay,  under  the 
conunand  of  Mr.  Bampton,   with    l.i2   head  of 
cattle,  some  rice,  and  all   the  other  articles,  ex- 
cept   the   salted    provisions   contracted    for   by 
Lieutenant-Governor   Grose.       The    Britannia 
sailed  for  India  on  the  ISth.     The  usual  attend- 
ants  on   a  short   ratio  soon  appeared;  private 
stocks    were   robbed,  and    huts  broken    open : 
but  as  many  were  caught ;  a  rascal,  to  prevent 
that  detection  he  would  probably  meet  with,  if 
he  broke  into  a  hut,  hit  upon  a  new  plan : — 
he  stole  a  greyhound,  which  he  killed,  and  sold 
to  the  hungry  for  kangaroo,  at  nine  pence  per 
pound.     The  Providence,  of  28  guns.  Captain 
Broughton,   from    England,   arrived :    she    had 
been    driven  northward  as  far  as  Port  Stephen, 
where  the   captain  found,  and  took  on  board, 
four  miserable  objects  of  men,  who  had  escaped 
fron\  Sydney  in  1790;  and  from  the  wretched 
boat  which  they  stole,  every  one  thought  they 
must  have  been  drowned.     The  tale  they  told 
furnished  amusement  to  gaping  crowds  for  some 
days.     It  seemed  that,  having  made  Port  Ste- 
phen, they  lived  like  the  savages,  but    the  food 
by  no  means  agreed  with  them.     Each  had  a 
name  and  a  wife  given  him  by  the  natives,  and 
two  of   them   had  children.     The  natives  fed 
them,  and  they  were  considered  by  them  as  un- 
fortunate creatures,  entitled  to  their  protection; 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  143 

and,  as  they  and  the  natives  began  to  understand 
each  other,  they  impressed  on  the  minds  of  the 
poor  savages  an  idea,  that  they  were  the  spirits 
of  their  ancestors;  and  one  poor  native  so  truly 
believed  it,  that  he  seemed  to  recognise  the  fea- 
tures of  his  father  in  one  of  the  convicts,  and 
took  him  to  the  place  where  his  father  was  burnt. 
The  Fancy  arrived  on  the  3d  of  September,  from 
Norfolk  Island,  where  plenty  abounded  ;  4000 
lbs,  of  pork  had  been  salted,  and  the  Governor 
offered  40  tons  of  salt  provisions  he  had,  and 
could  spare,  to  the  settlement  at  Sydney.  On 
the  7th  of  September,  the  Supply  and  Reliance 
arrived;  the  latter  of  which  vessels  had  Gover- 
nor Hunter  on  board.  His  excellency  took  upon 
him  the  office  of  Governor  on  the  ilth;  but, 
previously  to  Capt.  Patterson  giving  up  the  com- 
mand, he  pardoned  those  in  confinement.  The 
first  act  of  Governor  Hunter  was  to  order  a  very 
exact  return  of  the  live  stock,  and  a  particular 
account  of  every  person  in  the  country  to  be 
taken,  (except  the  military);  and  he  advised  the 
cultivation  of  Indian  corn  to  its  full  extent,  for 
the  purpose  of  feeding  the  live  stock  ;  and  his  ex- 
cellency accepted  those  bills  for  corn  bought  at 
Norfolk  Island,  which  his  predecessor  refused. 
On  the  18th  of  September  the  Fancy  and  En- 
xJeavour  sailed  for  India;  leave  was  given  for  60, 
whose  terms  of  transportation  had  expired,  to 
^uit  the  colony  in  the  Endeavour;  and  nearly 
the  same  number  quitted  without  leave  in  that 
one  vessel,  which  was  a  serious  loss.     In  the 
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beginning  of  October  civil  mao^istrates  were 
substituted  for  military  ones.  On  the  4th,  the 
store-ship,  Young  William,  anchored  in  the 
cove,  with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  with  which 
being  overloaded,  she  was  much  damaged.  In 
consequence  of  this  supply  the  ratio  was  consi- 
derably improved.  On  the  l'3th  the  Providence 
sailed  for  Nootka  Sound;  on  the  19th,  the  Sup- 
ply, for  Norfolk  Island;  and  on  the  26th,  the 
Young  AVilliam,  for  Ganton.  On  the  5th  of 
November  the  Sovereign  arrived,  laden  with 
provisions:  by  this  ship  arrived  JNlr.  Hibbins, 
as  deputy  judge  advocate. 

On  the  7th,  Smith  and  Whitehouse  tvere  tried 
for,  and  found  guilty  of,  breaking  into  a  honse, 
stripping  it,  destroying  the  \ive  stock,  and  cruelly 
beating  a  servant:  on  the  l6th  they  "svere  led  to 
execution,  when  the  Governor  pardoned  White- 
tiouse.  A  printing-press,  never  before  used, 
though  brought  out  by  Governor  Philip,  was 
now  set  to  work,  and  all  orders  were  printed. 
On  the  20th,  the  Supply  returned  from  Norfolk 
Island,  and  brought  the  unpleasaiit  intelligence, 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  very  ill;  and, 
owing  to  the  rats,  and  a  weed  called  cowitch, 
cultivation  vyas  much  injured. 

Several  contests,  which  had  lately  taken  plafcfe 
in  Sydney  and  its  neighbourhood  among  the  na- 
tives, were  attended  by  many  of  those  who  in- 
habited the  woods,  and  came  from  a  great  dis- 
tance inland.  Some  of  the  prisoners  gathering, 
from  time  to  tiniie,  rumours  of  the  existence  of 
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our  cattle  lost  in   17S8,  two  of  them  resolved 
on  ascertaining  the  truth  of  these  reports,  and 
tried  by  different  excursions  to  discover  their 
retreat.     On   their  return  from  the  first,  subse- 
quently to  the  Governor's  arrival,  they  reported 
that  they  had  seen  them.     Being,  however,  at 
that  moment,  too  much  engaged  in  perfecting 
the  civil  regulations  for  the  settlement,  the  Go- 
vernor could  not  go  to  that  part  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  said  to  have  been  found ; 
but   detached    Henry    Hacking.       His   report 
was  so  satisfactory,  that  on  the  18th  the  Go- 
vernor set  off  from  Paramatta,  attended   by  a 
small  party,  Capt.  Collins,  Capt.  Waterhouse, 
and  Mr.  Bass;  when,  after  travelling  two  days, 
in  a  direction  S.  S.  W.  from  the  settlement  at 
Prospect  Hill,  they  crossed  the  river  named  the 
Nepean,  and,  to  their  great  surprise  and  satisfac- 
tion, fell  in  with  a  fine  herd  of  cattle,  upwards  of 
40  in  number,  grazing  in  a  pleasant  and  fertile 
pasturage.     The  day  being  far  advanced  when 
they  saw  them,  they  rested  for  the  night,  hoping 
in  the  morning  to  see  the  whole  herd.    A  doubt 
had  arisen  of  their  being  cattle  produced  from 
what  were  brought  from  the  Cape,  as  it  was 
thought    they   might   be   of    longer   standing: 
the   Governor   thought   it   worth   determining, 
and  directed  the  attendants  in  the  morning  to 
procure  and  kill  a  calf.      This  they  were  not 
able  to  effect:  for  while  lying  in  wait  for  the 
herd  to  pass  (now  seen  to  consist  of  upwards 
of  sixty  young   and   old)   they  were  furiously 
5*  u 
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set  upon  by  a  bull,  who  brought  up  the  rear, 
and  which  they  killed  in  their  own  defence.— 
This  answered  the  purpose  better  perhaps  thaa 
a  calf,  for  he  had  all  the  marks  of  the  Cape 
cattle  when  full  grown,  wide  spreading  horns, 
a  moderate  rising  or  hump  between  the  shoul- 
ders, and  a  short  thin  tail.  Being  at  this  time 
thirty-eight  miles  from  Paramatta,  little  of  the 
meat  could  be  sent  in.  uoy  it/uiy'; 

The  country  where  they  were  found  grazing 
was  remarkably  pleasant ;  every  where  was 
thick  and  luxuriant  grass;  the  trees  were  thinly 
scattered,  and  free  from  underwood ;  several 
beautiful  flats  presented  large  ponds,  covered 
with  ducks  and  black  swans,  and  the  ground 
rose  from  these  levels  into  gently  rising  hills. 

Those  lost  in  1788  (two  bulls  and  five  cows) 
must  have  travelled  in  a  western  direction  until 
they  came  to  the  banks  of  the  Nepean,  and  find- 
ing the  crossing  easy,  they  came  at  once  into  J 
a  country  well  watered  and'  stored  with  grass: 
thus  finding  themselves  in  possession  of  a 
pasture  equal  to  their  support,  and  in  which 
they  remained  undisturbed;  and  as  few  natives 
were  to  be  seen  near  there,  they  were  likely  to 
remain  for  years  unmolested,  to  propagate  their 
species. 

It  was  a  happy  circumstance  to  have  in  the 
woods  of  New  South  Wales  a  thriving  herd  of 
wild,  cattle.  Proposals  were  made  to  bring  them 
into  the  settlement ;  but  if  these  had  been  sa- 
crificed, in    what   better  condition  would   the 
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colony  have  been  tor  having  possessed  a  fine 
herd  of  cattle  in  the  woods!  which,  as  observed 
by  Capt.  Collins,  "  if  suffered  to  remain  undis- 
turbed for  some  years,  would,  like  the  cattle  of 
South  America,  always  prove  a  market  suffi- 
cient for  the  inhabitants  of  the  country;  and 
perhaps  not  only  for  their  own  consumption, 
but  for  exportation.  The  Governor  saw  it  in 
this  light,  and  determined  to  guard,  as  much 
as  was  in  his  power,  against  any  attempts  to 
desti'oy  them." 

Discharging  the  store-ship,  part  of  the  cargo 
of  which  was  injured  by  the  weather  she  had 
met  with,  formed  the  principal  labour  of  the 
month,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  work- 
ing men  which  could  be  got  together;  the  Go- 
vernor was  forced  to  order  two  men  to  be  sent 
for  this  purpose  from  every  farm  having  ten,  till 
the  provisions  were  placed  in  the  public  store. 

Of  the  natives  little  had  lately  been  seen,  till 
the  arrival  of  Governor  Hunter,  with  whom 
Bennillong  returned,  who*  in  his  absence  had 
gained  a  polish,  which  made  him  act  with  a 
genteel  conduct  to  his  sisters  and  relations,  and 
the  consequence  he  had  acquired  blazed  forth 
in  his  behaviour  to  his  mere  acquaintance  ;  in- 
deed he  seemed  to  arrogate  to  himself  a  superio* 
rity  over  his  fellow  countrymen,  by  saying  he 
should  introduce  peace  and  love  among  them, 
and  not  suffer  them  to  murder  one  aiiother,  and 
his  ideas  of  delicacy  made  him  offended  with 
his  sisters;  at  table  he  acted  with  the  greatest 
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propriety,  observing  every  custo-m  in  genteel 
life.     Of  his  dress  he  was  particular,  and  indeed 
he  appeared  highly  delighted  with  civilized  life. 
On  making  inquiry  for  his  wife,  he  found  she 
had  favoured  a  rival,  but  on  producing  a  jacket 
and  petticoat,  she  left  her   lover  and  followed 
Bennillong;  however,  in  a  day  or  two,  the  lady 
appeared  as  unadorned  as  usual,  and  Bennillong 
was  not  with   her.     Carney,  his  rival,  it  was 
found,  had  been  beaten  by  Bennillong,  who  had 
learnt  in  England  the  use  of  his  fists,  which  gave 
him  an  advantage  Caruey  by  no  means  under- 
stood.   However,  he  gave  up.  his  false  wife,  and 
said  he  would  make  a  better  choice  next  time, 
Bennillong  was  frequently  absent  from  the  Go- 
vernor ;  but  when   he  returned  he  never  came 
into  the  presence  of  his  excellency  till  he  had 
dressed  himself,  for  when  he  went  on  an  excur- 
sion he  left  his  clothes  at  home.     In  December 
a  report  reached  Sydney,  that  the  natives  had 
been   committing   their  depredations  again,  at 
-some  farms  down  the.  river,  and  on  an  armed 
party   being    sent   out,   five   were  killed,   one 
wounded,    and    four    taken    prisoners.     Caesar 
again  fled  to  the  woods,  and  lived  by  plundering 
the  settlers  by  night:  however,  one  good  action 
he  committed,  which  was  killing  a  native  that 
wounded  Collins,  who  lived  in  the  settlement. 
Poor  Collins,  the  moment  he  was  wounded,  de- 
sired to  be  brousfht  to  the  settlement  for  our 
surgeons  to  cure  him.     The  barbed  spear  had 
been  driven  into  his  loins,  and  could  not  be  ex- 
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tracted  at  the  hospital;  he  therefore  left  the  set- 
tlement, determining  to  trust  to  nature,  nor  did 
he  trust  in  vain  ;  being  seen  from  time  to  time 
for  several  weeks  walking  about  with  the  spear 
still  unmoved :  but,  at  last,  information  was 
brought  to  the  colony  that  his  wife  had  fixed 
her  teeth  in  the  wood  and  drawn  it  out;  after 
which  he  recovered,  and  was  able  again  to  go 
into  the  field.  His  wife  War-re-weer  shewed, 
byan  uncommon  attention,  her  great  attachment 
to  him. — The  Sovereign  sailed  on  the  27th  for 
Bengal. 

At  Sydney,  an  attempt  being  made  to  steal  a 
cask  of  pork  from  the  pile  of  provisions  before 
the  store-house,  the  whole  was  removed  into 
one  of  the  old  marine  barracks. 

At  Hawkesbury  an  extraordinary  phenome- 
non occurred.  Four  farms  on  the  creek  named 
Ruse's  Creek,  the  crops  on  all  of  which  were 
ripe  and  prodigiously  fine,  were  totally  cut  up 
by  a  fall  of  large  flakes  of  ice.  This  memorable 
shower  passed  in  a  direction  north-west,  taking 
such  farms  as  fell  within  its  course.  The  effect 
was  extraordinary;  the  wheat  then  standing  was 
beaten  down,  the  ears  cut  off,  and  the  grain 
threshed  out.  Of  the  Indian  corn  the  large 
thick  stalks  were  broken,  and  the  cobs  found 
lying  at  the  roots.  A  man  who  was  distant 
from  a  house,  was  glad  to  take  shelter  in  the 
hollow  of  a  tree.  The  sides  of  the  trees,  on  that 
part  of  the  race-ground  which  it  crossed,  that 
were  opposed  to  its  fury,  appeared  as  if  large 
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shot  had  been  discharged  against  thenu  The 
two  succeeding  days  were  mild;  notwithstand- 
ing.which,  the  ice  remained  on  the  ground  as 
large  as  when  it  fell.  Some  flakes  of  it  were 
found  and  brought  in  so  long  after  as  the  second 
day,  which  measured  from  six  to  eight  inches 
long,  and  at  that  time  were  two  fingers  at  least 
in  thickness.  .  On  representing  to  the  Governor 
the  distress  the,  settlers  had  suffered,  whose 
farms  had  lain  m  the -course  of  the  shower,  that 
relief  was  given  them  as  their  situations  re- 
quired. 

Only  twenty-six  persons  lost  their  lives  in  the 
year  179-5,  which  certainly  was  much  fewer  than 
could  be  expected.  Happy  indeed  would  it  be, 
if,  at  the  close  of  179o,  the  settlement  could  be 
found  unincumbered  by  those  who,  like  other 
beasts  of  prey,  sought  only  whom  they  might 
devour;  and  it  is  particularly  distressing  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  several  depredations  committed, 
were  on  the  property  of  such  persons  as  impli- 
cated those  about  them  as  being  accessaries, 
though  in  many  cases  unjustly  no  doubt.  It 
should  be  considered,  that  when  a  house  M^as  to 
be  robbed,  the  plunderers  must  be  aware  that 
where  nothing  was,  nothing  could  be  got,      ,     ; 

^'h  fir  :     i 

iFh"  r'n  ,,??♦'  o  ^sbis  •' .  •    .       'i; 
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CHAP.  VI.  nhbiir. 

The  task  of  following  the  progress  of  the 
country  becomes  more  satisfactory  by  far,  than 
in  the  earlier  period  of  it.  Want,  and  its  at- 
tendant horrors,  do  not  so, continually  intrude 
in  the  narrative — the  settlement  having  be- 
come more  established.  Crimes  being  so  gene- 
rally punished,  and  rewards  for  opposite  con- 
duct uniformly  bestowed,  certainly,  together, 
held  out  a  temptation  much  stronger  to  do  well 
than  otherwise:  notwithstanding  which,  crimes 
of  the  blackest  die  must,  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
for  many  years  stain  the  history  of  New  South 
Wales. 

The  Arthur  anchored  in  the  cove,  from  Cal- 
cutta, on  the  1st  of  January,  1796,  with  a  cargo 
of  various  articles  on  speculation;  and  on  the 
.2d,  the  Surprise  returned  from  Norfolk  Island, 
whither  she  had  been  sent  to  learn  the  state  of 
Governor  King's  health,  and  to  know  if  any 
thing  was  wanted  at  that  settlement.  All  the 
information  she  brought  was,  that  the  Governor 
was  still  very  ill.       ..,„  ,j  .,,i^,,>  rr,,  pj. 

On  the  l6th,  a  play-house  was  opened  at 
Sydney,  permission  for  which  had  been  some 
time  granted  to  a  number  of  the  well-behaved 
convicts.  Their  first  performance  was,  The 
Revenge^  and  The  Hotel.  The  principal  per- 
formers were,  Sparrow,  the  manager,  H.Green, 
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W.  Fowkes,  G.  II.  Hughes,  W.  Chapman,  and 
Mrs.  Davis.  The  pieces  were  decently  played, 
and  the  house,  dresses,  &c.  had  far  from  a  con- 
temptible appearance.  When  leave  was  given 
tor  opening  the  theatre,  they  were  told,  that  the 
first  impropriety  would  not  pass  unnoticed;  and 
on  the  second  beingcommitted,the  whole  of  them 
would  be  sent  to  another  settlement.  The  price 
of  admission  to  the  gallefy  was  is.  paid  either  in 
money,  flour,  meat,  or  spirits,  according  to  the 
market-price.  That  opening  the  door  of  a  theatre 
should  hold  out  a  powerful  temptation  to  many, 
who  had  by  their  means  found  the  ready  road  to 
New  South  Wales,  is  not  a  wonderful  thing;  but, 
contrary  to  the  practice  in  England,  of  robbing 
at  the  theatre,  they  visited  it  only  to  see  whose 
house  they  might  plunder  while  they  were  at 
the  play;  an  instance  of  which  was  brought  to 
light  on  the  second  night  of  performing. 

The  following  curious  prologue  was  spoken 
at  the  theatre,  which  is  certainly  particularly 
descriptive  of  the  theatrical  corps. 

PROLOGUE. 

From  distant  climes,  o'er  wide-spread  seas  we  come, 
Though  not  with  much  eclat,  or  beat  of  drum ; 
True  patriots  all,  for  be  it  understood. 
We  left  our  country,  for  our  douotry's  good : 
No  private  views  disgrac'd  our  generous  zeal, 
What  urg'd  our  travels,  was  our  country's  weal; 
And  none  will  doubt,  but  that  our  emigration 
Has  proved  most  useful  to  the  British  nation. 

But,  you  inquire,  what  could  our  breasts  inflain*. 
With  this  new  passion  for  theatric  fame ; 
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What,  in  the  practice  of  our  former  days. 
Could  shape  our  talents  to  exhibit  plays  ? 
Your  patience,  Sirs,  some  observations  made. 
You'll  g-rant  us  equal  to  the  scenic  trade. 

He,  who  to  midnight  ladders  is  no  stranger. 
You'll  own  will  make  an  admirable  Ranger. 
To  seek  Mackheatb  we  have  not  far  to  roam. 
And  sure  in  Filch  I  shall  be  quite  at  home. 
Unrivalled  there,  none  will  dispute  my  claim  • 

To  higTi  pre-eminence  and  exalted  fame. 

As  oft  on  Gadshill  we  have  ta'en  our  stand. 
When  '(was  so  dark  you  could  not  see  your  hand. 
Some  true-bred  Falstaff  we  may  hope  to  start. 
Who,  when  wtll-bolster'd,  well  will  play  his  part. 
The  scene  to  vary,  we  shall  try  in  time 
To  treat  you  with  a  little  pantomime. 
If  ere  light  and  easy  Columbines  are  found, 
And  well-tried  Harlequins  with  us  abound  ; 
From  durance  vile  our  precious  selves  to  keep. 
We  often  had  recourse  to  th'  flying  leap ; 
To  a  black  face  have  sometimes  ow'd  escape. 
And  Hounslow  Heath  has  proved  the  worth  of  crape. 

But  how,  you  ask,  can  we  e'er  hope  to  soar 
Above  these  scenes,  and  rise  to  tragic  lore  ? 
Too  oft,  alas!  we've  forc'd  th'  unwilling  tear. 
And  petrified  the  heart  with  real  fear. 
Macbeth,  a  harvest  of  applause  will  reap. 
For  some  of  us,  I  fear,  have  murdered  sleep  ; 
His  lady  too  v^ith  grace  will  sleep  and  talk, 
Our  females  have  been  us'd  at  night  to  walk. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  so  various  is  our  art. 
An  actor  may  improve  and  mend  his  part ; 
•'  Give  me  a  horse,"  bawls  Richard,  like  a  drone. 
We'll  find  a  man  would  help  himself  to  one. 
Grant  lis  your  favour,  put  us  to  the  test. 
To  gain  your  smiles  we'll  do  our  very  best ; 
And,  without  dread  of  future  Turnkey  Lockits, 
Thus,  in  an  honest  way,  still  pick,  your  pockets. 
0*  X  .  , 
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That  liberty,  which  had  kindly  been  given 
for  the  performance  of  pla3^s,  probably  led  some 
to  jiuasfine  that  it  would  be  no  difFicidt  matter 
to  obtain  a  licence  to  erect  stills  and  vend 
spirits,  thus  by  legal  means  continue  what 
had  been  a  long  time  carrying  on  in  private; 
but  an  intention,  fraught  with  such  seriously 
destructive  consequences,  the  Governor  deter- 
mined to  suppress  ;  and  therefore  issued  the 
most  positive  orders  to  prevent  any  attempt  of 
the  kind,  by  desiring  information  to  be  given 
of  any  stills  erected.  The  result  was,  that  seve- 
ral were  found  and  destroyed.  It  being  thought 
expedient  to  ascertain  the  number  of  arms  in 
the  hands  of  individuals,  an  order  was  issued  to 
all  but  the  military,  to  brnig  their  arms  to  the 
commissaries,  and  take  certificates  of  permission 
for  bearing  them.  But  out  of  300  stand  of  anns, 
only  60  were  brought  in,  which  proved  what 
was  suspected,  tli^t  they  were  got  into  improper 
hands.  Caesar,  vi'ho  w^as  still  in  the  woods,  a,nd 
several  others,  were  reported  to  have  been  seen  in 
arms,  and  as  some  of  the  settlers  were  suspected 
of  supplying  them  with  ammunition,  they  were 
informed  that  in  case  it  should  be  proved,  they 
would  be  implicated  in  the  consequences  of  the 
robberies.  The  Ceres,  store-ship,  arrived  on 
the  23d  from  England.  The  next  day,  the 
Experiment  snow  from  Bengal  arrived,  with  a 
cargo  of  soap,  sugar,  spirits,  calicos,  muslins, 
&c.  &c.  On  the  same  day  arrived  the  ship 
Otter,  from  North  America,  Dorr,  master,  who 
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finding  the  market  well-stocked,  or  coming 
only  to  enable  convicts  to  make  their  escapes, 
he  offered  for  sale,  as  a  favour,  a  small  quantity 
of  rum,  wine,  and  tea.  The  natives  resumed 
their  troublesome  conduct,  and  wounded  a  boat- 
man during  this  month.  On  the  21st,  the  Re- 
liance sailed  for  Norfolk  Island.  .  Two  days 
afterwards,  Eades,  a  soldier,  fell  from  a  rock  and 
was  drowned,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  little 
children,  for  whose  benefit  a  night  was  given 
by  the  players,  on  the  4th  of  February,  which 
produced  121.  The  Marquis  Cornwallis,  from 
Ireland,  anchored,  on  the  11th  of  February,  in 
the  cove,  with  233  convicts,  male  and  female, 
of  the  country  from  which  they  came.  In  the 
voyage  a  plan  was  detected  to  take  the  ship, 
but  was  discovered  and  pi^evented  ;  one  part  of 
the  plan  which  the  females  were  to  execute,  was 
to  mix  powdered  glass  with  the  flour  used  by 
the  seamen  for  puddings.  This  ship  likewise 
brought  intelligence,  that  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  had  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms : 
and  General  Craig  and  Commodore  Blanket 
sent  official  accounts  of  the  circumstance 
to  Governor  Hunter,  kindly  offering  any  ser- 
vices in  their  power  for  the  benefit  of  the 
settlement. 

On  the  loth,  the  black  Caesar  was  shot  by 
Winbow.  This  man  and  another,  tempted  by 
the  reward  of  five  gallons  of  spirits,  had  been 
for  some  days  in  quest  of  him.  Finding  his 
haunt,  they  concealed  themselves  all  night  at  the 
edge  of  a  brush  which  they  perceived  him  enter. 
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In  the  morning  he  came  out,  and  looking  round 
him  saw  his  danger;  he  presented  his  musquet, 
but  before  he  could  pull  the  trigger,  Wimbow 
fired  and  shot  him.  They  took  him  to  the  hut 
of  Rose,  a  settler,  at  Liberty  Plains,  and  he  ex- 
pired in  a  few  hours.  Thus  ended  a  man  who 
had  giv^en  more  trouble  than  any  other  convict 
in  the  settlement. 

On  the  ISth,  the  Otter  sailed  for  America, 
By  her  escaped  Thomas  Muir,  transported  for 
sedition,  and  several  others  whose  sentences 
were  not  expired.  Muir,  in  a  letter  he  left, 
said,  he  conceived  that  in  withdrawing  he  was 
only  asserting  his  freedom  ;  and  meant,  if  he  ar- 
rived in  safety,  to  enjoy  what  he  deemed  himself 
to  have  regained  of  it  in  America,  until  the  time 
should  come  when  he  might  return  to  his  own 
country  with  credit  and  comfort.  He  purposed 
practising  at  the  American  bar.  In  this  coun- 
try he  passed  his  time  in  ease  and  retirement, 
living  out  of  the  town  at  a  spot  of  ground  which 
he  had  purchased. 

The  Abigal,  another  American,  in  a  few  days 
arrived;  but  as  several  prisoners  had  found  an 
asylum  in  the  Otter,  the  Governor  ordered  the 
Abigal  to  anchor  in  Neutral  Bay,  where  he 
imagined  tlie  line  of  communication  would  not 
be  so  easy  as  in  Sydney  cove.  Her  master, 
Thornton,  gave  out  that  he  was  bound  to  Ma-' 
nilla  and  Canton.  For  part  of  his  cargo,  how- 
•ever,  he  met  with  purchasers,  notwithstanding 
the  stock  of  articles  which  the  late  arrivals  had 
brought  in. 
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The  frequent  depredations  to  which  the  sett- 
lers on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  and  other 
places,  were  exposed  to  from  the  natives,  called 
upon  them  for  the  protection  of  their  families, 
and  to  afford  each  other  their  assistance  upon 
occasion  of  alarm,  by  assembling  when  any  body 
of  natives  were  found  to  be  lurking  about  their 
grounds;   but   they  seldom  shewed  the  smallest 
disposition    to  assist  each  other.     Improvident 
even  for  their  own  safety  and  interest,  they  neij- 
lected  the  means  by  which  all  could  be  secured. 
This  disposition  being  soon  manifest,   the  Go- 
vernor thought  it  necessary  to  issue  an  order, 
stating  his  expectations   and  directions,  "  that 
all  the  people  residing  in  the  different  districts 
of  the  settlements,  whether  the  alarm  was  on 
their  own  farms,  or  on  the  farm  of  any  other 
person,  should  upon    such   occasions   immedi- 
ately render  to  each  other  such  assistance  as 
each    man,  if   attacked,    woiild    himself  wish 
to    receive;    and   he  assured    them,  that   if  it 
should    hereafter  be   proved,  that   any  settlers 
or  other  persons  withdrew   or  kept   back  their 
assistance    from    those    who    might   be    threat- 
ened, or  who  micdit  be  in  dan^^er  of  beinsf  at- 
tacked,  they   would  be    proceeded   against    as 
persons  disobeying  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
settlement."    Those  who  had  fire-arms  were  en- 
joined not  wantonly  to  fire  at,  or  take  the  lives 
of  any  of  the  natives,  as  such  an   act  would  be 
considered  as  murder,  and  subject  the  offender 
to  such  punishment  as  the  law  might  direct. 
The   Governor   had    been  informed,  that    two 
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white  men  (Wilson  and  Knight)  had  been  often 
seen  with  the,  natives  in  their  excursions,  and 
were  thought  to  direct  and  assist  in  those  de- 
predations by  which  the  settlers  had  suffered. 
The  settlers  were  strictly  prohibited  from  giving 
any  natives  encouragement  to  lurk  about  their 
farms. 

Those  natives  who  lived  with  the  settlers  had 
enjoyed  the  comforts  of  a  settler's  mode  of  living, 
and  that  their  friends  and  companions  might 
partake,  stole  from  those  with  whom  they  were 
living,  or  communicated  such  favourable  oppor- 
tunities as  offered  of  stealing  what  they  pleased. 

Several  who  had  served  their  term  of  trans- 
portation applied  for  permission  to  provide  for 
themselves.  Of  these  were  Wilson  and  Knight, 
who  preferred  a  vagrant  life  with  the  natives  ; 
and  considering,  that  if  taken,  they  would  be 
dealt  with  so  as  to  prevent  their  getting  among 
their  black  friends  again  ;  these  rascals  led  on 
the  natives  to  every  kind  of  mischief,  explain- 
ing too  clearly,  of  how  little  use  a  discharged 
musquet  was.  This  removed  that  terror  of  fire- 
arms with  which  it  had  been  the  constant 
endeavour  to  inspire  them. 

As  many  articles  were  brought  for  sale  in  the 
Marquis  Corn  wal lis,  a  shop  was  opened  on  shore, 
and  money,  or  orders  on  the  commissary,  pay- 
master of  the  corps,  and  officers  who  paid 
companies,  were  taken  for  goods  ;  an  opportu- 
nity was  now  afforded  to  some  among  the 
privates  to  pass,  not  only  counterfeit  Spanish 
dollars  and  rupees,  but  forged  notes  or  orders. 
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One  forged  note,  for  ten  guineas,  was  passed  at 
the  shop,  but  discovered  before  the  recollection 
of  the  persons  who  offered  it  was  effaced, 
though  not  in  time  to  recover  the  property. 
The  whole  party  was  apprehended. 

In  one  hot  day,  in  this  month,  the  shrubs  and 
brushwood  about  the  cove  caught  fire,  and 
burrit  within  a  few  yards  of  the  magazine.  On 
its  being  extinguished,  the  powder  was  removed 
on  board  the  Supply,  till  security  against  any 
future  accident  of  that  kind  could  be  erected 
round  the  building. 

On  the  5lh  of  March,  the  Reliance  returned 
from  Norfolk  Island.  The  harvest  proved  very 
bad  this  season.  The  corn  in  general  was  much 
mixed  with  a  weed  called  drake  ;  this  arose 
from  an  over-eagerness  to  reap  a  golden  harvest, 
and  like  most  cunning  people,  the  settlers  were 
too  cunuinp;  for  themselves.  Had  they  properly 
manured  the  land,  the  produce  would  have  been 
prodigious.  Spirits,  in  defiance  of  all  orders, 
found  their  way  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hawkesbury,  where  the  settlers  were  continu- 
ally intoxicated.  In  the  course  of  March, 
Capt.  Patterson's  store-room  was  entered,  by  a 
bole  being  made  in  the  wall,  and  robbed  to  a 
great  amount ;  and  Capt.  Townson's  house  was 
robbed  of  60l.  in  dollars,  and  his  watch;  and  a 
woman  was  robbed  in  the  street  of  a  piece  of 
calico,  for  which  a  convict  was  taken  up,  but 
as  she  could  not  swear  to  his  person,  the  fellow 
escaped  that  punishment  he  most  undoubtedly 
deserved.     The  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island 
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on  the  24th.  Poor  Bennillong  having  taken 
too  much  notice  of  Colbe's  wife,  which  the 
husband  discovered,  a  contest  ensued,  in  which 
Bennillong  received  a  wound  on  his  upper  1,1  p 
that  divided  it,  and  knocked  out  two  of  his 
teeth.  This  rendered  him  more  hideous  than  he 
was  before,  and  his  appearance  before  was  very 
far  from  captivating. 

To  prevent,  if  possible,  the  indiscriminate  sale 
of  spirits  which,  notwithstanding  all  orders,  pre- 
vailed, the  Governor  thought  granting  licences 
to  a  few  persons  might  have  a  proper  effect. 
Ten  selected  persons  had  licences  granted  them 
for  twelve  months,  by  three  magistrates.  They 
were  bound  in  penalties  of '20l.  and  found  two 
sureties  in  lOl.  However,  from  the  frequent 
intoxication  which  great  numbers  had  for  some 
time  been  seen  in,  there  was  reason  to  suspect 
that  a  greater  quantity  of  spirits  had  been 
landed  from  tlie  different  ships  than  permits 
had  been  obtained  for.  Governor  Hunter,  to 
suppress  the  practice  of  retailing  spirits  in  this 
indiscrimiuate  way,  thought  proper  not  only 
to  grant  licences  under  these  restrictions,  but 
desired  the  aid  of  all  officers  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  end  a  species  of  traffic,  from  which  the 
destruction  of  all  itidustry  was  to  be  expected, 
and  no  good  could  result. 

On  the  18th,  the  Supply  returned  from  Nor- 
folk Island,  after  an  absence  of  only  three 
weeks  and  four  days,  the  quickest  passage  to 
and  from  that  island  ;  and  on  the  following  day, 
the   snow,   Susan  Trotter^   from  Rhode  Island. 
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Her  cargo  consisted  of  spirits,  broad-cloth,  and 
a  variety  of  useful  articles. 

On  the  30th,  the  Indispensable  transport  ar- 
rived from  England,  with  IJl  female  convicts, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  provisions. 

At  a  criminal  court  held  this  month,  four  pri- 
soners were  tried  for  forging,  and  uttering  with 
a  forged  indorsement,  the  note  passed  at  the 
store  in  February  ;  James  McCarthy  was  con- 
victed of  the  same,  and  received  sentence  of 
death  :  the  others  were  acquitted.  This  trial 
had  been  delayed,  M'Carthy  having  broken  out 
of  the  cells,  and  remained  for  some  time  shel- 
tered at  Hawkesbury. 

Three  were  tried  for  stealing  some  articles  out 
of  a  store,  and  James  Ashford,  a  young  lad,  was 
found  guilty.  He  was  sentenced  to  seven  years 
labour  at  Norfolk  Island. 

Two  were  found  guilty  of  stealing  geese,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Grimes,  deputy-surveyor,  and 
sentenced  to  receive  corporal  punishment. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  the  Britannia  store- 
ship  arrived  from  Calcutta  and  IMadras,  with 
salt  provisions  and  rice,  exclusive  of  the  private 
property  of  the  officers,  and  one  mare,  five  cows, 
and  a  caU',  brought  for  sale.  With  this  ship  ar- 
rived Lieut.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Phillips,  a  sur- 
geon, belonging  to  the  J3engal  army,  for  the, 
purpose  of  raising  200  recruits  from  among 
those  whose  sentences  of  transportation  had  ex- 
pired. This,  at  first,  seemed  to  promise  as  well 
for  the   settlement,    as  taking  weeds  out  of  a 
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garden  ;  but  the  Governor  found  these  gentle- 
men were  only  to  accept  of  such  as  bore  a 
good  character.  Such  a  number  of  such  peo- 
ple, could  they  have  found  them,  being  per- 
mitted to  go,  must  have  ruined  the  country  ;  it 
would  have  indeed  opened  that  way  to  villany 
which  must  have  rendered  it  ever  successful,  as 
the  number  who  wished  to  counteract  vile  pro- 
ceedings must  have  been  considerably  lessened. 
The  Governor  therefore  determined  not  to  suf- 
fer recruiting  to  commence  for  the  Bengal 
army,  till  he  was  obliged  by  an  order  from  the 
administration  of  his  country.  M'Carthy  was 
ordered  for  execution  (for  forgery)  on  the  l6th; 
but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  requested  his  life 
might  be  spared,  as  he  seemed  to  have  been  the 
tool  of  others.  To  this  request  the  Gover- 
nor acceded,  on  condition  of  his  being  kept 
for  seven  years  to  hard  labour  at  Norfolk 
Island. 

During  May,  several  vile  and  daring  robberies 
were  committed;  a  convict,  who  had  liberty 
granted  him  to  cultivate  30  acres  of  land,  had 
bought  a  cask  of  provisions  from  a  ship  in  the 
cove,  which  he  wished  taken  to  a  settler's  near 
his  farm  ;  he  therefore  sent  two  men  with  it, 
who  contrived  that  it  should  never  reach  the 
destination  ;  and  the  house  of  a  superintendant 
was  broken  open,  and  robbed  of  property  to  a 
considerable  amount.  Information  was  given, 
that  two  run-a-ways,  James  M'Manus  and 
George  Collins,  were  secreted  in  a  hut  near 
the  brick-fields;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
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George  Collins  was  secured,  but  M'Manus 
escaped.  The  hut  they  were  found  in  was,  by 
order,  pulled  down  as  a  warning  for  others,  to  be 
cautious  how  they  harboured  such  persons. — 
The  Governor  having  reason  to  suspect,  that 
the  settlers  were  many  of  them  much  involved, 
and  that  their  crops  for  some  time  were  pledged 
to  discharge  those  incumbrances,  he  ordered 
an  inquiry  to  be  made;  when  it  proved,  that  in 
the  districts  of  the  Ponds,  the  Field  of  Mars, 
Eastern  Farms,  Prospect  Hill,  and  Mulgrave- 
Place,  near  the  Hawkesbury,  the  several  settlers 
owed  50981.  Many  of  them  were  idle,  drunken 
fellows,  who  gave  themselves  up  to  every  vice. 
One  man,  of  a  different  description,  had  fortu- 
nately resisted  many  temptations  to  sell  a  sheep 
given  him  by  Governor  Phillip,  was  now  master 
of  22  male  and  females,  without  buying  a  single 
one:  he  was  an  industrious  man,  and  very  at- 
tentive to  his  business,  and  thus  reaped  the 
certain  reward  of  his  exertions.  On  the  19th 
of  June,  the  house  of  William  Miller,  a  baker, 
was  robbed  of  articles  to  the  value  of  above  50\. 
principally  the  property  of  other  persons;  but 
most  of  the  things  stolen  were  next  morning 
found  in  a  situation  evidently  chosen  that  they 
might  be  discovered.  Mr.  Bass  and  two  others 
went  on  an  excursion  to  view  the  mountains 
and  country  around  them,  and  having  in  their 
route  passed  over  some  very  rich  ground,  they 
reached  the  highest  summit,  and  there  saw,  at  an 
immense  distance,  a  large  range  of  mountains. 
— On  the  20th,  the  Governor  and  a  party  went 
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a  second  time  to  see  the  state  of  the  wild  cattle, 
during  which  excursion  they  counted  9^-  A 
boat  which  had  been  driven  into  a  bay  at  Port 
Stephen,  returned  with  large  pieces  of  coal,  of 
which  they  reported  great  quantities  to  be  lay- 
ing on  the  beach.  On  the  21st,  the  Francis 
sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  with  dispatches  from 
the  Governor.  Capt.  Collins,  as  judge-advo- 
cate, and  other  magistrates,  finding  great  in- 
convenience in  transacting  business  at  their  own 
houses,  a  court-house  was  erected.  A  timber 
carriage  was  this  month  made  use  of  both  at 
Sydney  and  Paramatta,  drawn  by  oxen,  which 
saved  much  time,  and  the  labour  of  many  men. 
Several  women  were  employed  in  haymaking 
at  Toons^abbe,  which  was  to  be  carried  out  by 
those  ships  about  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  for  cattle.  On  the  4th  of  July, 
Smith,  a  seaman  of  the  Indispensable,  was  shot 
by  David  Lloyd,  a  convict  servant ;  and  at  the 
Hawkesbury,  on  the  same  day,  David  Lane  was 
shot  by  John  Fenlow,  his  master.  Lane  expired 
in  a  few  hours,  but  Smith  languished  till  the 
9th,  and  then^died  at  the  hospital.  Both  mur- 
derers were  taken  up,  but  Fenlow  escaped, 
though  ironed,  and  was  not  retaken  till  the  end 
of  the  month,  when  some  natives  gave  informa- 
tion that  he  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
own  farm.  These  enormities  were  productive 
of  some  regulations  long  wanted.  Several  sett- 
lers had  all  assistance  from  government  with- 
drawn from  them;  others  were  struck  ofF  the 
victualling  books,  and  all  persons  off  the  store 
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were  ordered  to  appear  at  Sydney  before  some 
of  the  magistrates,  and  receive  certificates  that 
they  had  served  their  terms  of  transportation, 
and  the  settlers  were  not  allowed  to  employ  any 
who  had  not  such  vouchers.  This  brought  in 
many  run-a-ways,  who  came  with  fictitious 
names,  but  they  were  detected  and  sent  to  hard 
labour.  Live-stock  was  rapidly  increasing  at 
this  time;  and  an  officer  about  leaving  the 
colony,  sold  to  government  a  flock  of  100  goats, 
for  490I.  10s.  which  enabled  the  Governor  to 
perform  some  promises  he  had  made  of  giving 
to  several  worthy  settlers  a  number  of  those  va- 
luable animals. 

Information  was  given  to  the  Governor,  that 
several  persons  were  building  boats  without 
permission  :  notwithstanding  tlie  convenience 
which  must  attend  having  boats  in  the  harbour, 
abuses  were  carried  on  by  their  means.  An  or- 
der was  given,  that  no  boat  should  be  built 
without  the  Governor's  permission  in  writing; 
and  that  all  boats  in  the  possession  of  indivi- 
duals should  be  taken  to  the  master  boat- 
builder,  and  numbered  on  the  stern,  a  register 
of  which  should  be  kept  by  the  provost-marshal : 
and  all  boats  without  a  number  were  to  be 
seized. 

The  natives  had  been  less  troublesome  lately 
than  for  some  time.  Four  people  of  a  fishing-boat 
who  had  been  cast  on  shore  near  Port  Stephen, 
met  with  some  natives  who  put  them  jnto  a 
path  fromi  thence  to  Broken  Bay,  and  con- 
ducted them  part  of  the  way.     In  this  journey 
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these  people  made  them  understand  that  they 
had  seen,  attiong  the  natives  to  the  northward, 
a  white  woman. 

On  the  291111,  the  Francis  returned  from  Nor- 
folk Island.  The  criminal  court  at  that  settle- 
ment had  been  assembled,  and  one  convict  suf- 
fered death  for  a  most  daring  burglary,  which 
he  and  two  others  effected  with  circumstances 
of  cruelty.  The  accomplices  were  sentenced  to 
hard  labour  on  Phillip  Island. 

The  gangs  at  this  place  employed  in  public 
works  were  seldom  seen  in  the  afternoon.  It 
appeared  that,  notwithstanding  the  orders  given 
for  the  regulation  of  public  labour,  the  superin- 
tendants  had  tasked  the  people  as  they  thought 
proper.  By  this,  the  work  of  government  was 
almost  neglected,  and  the  convicts'  time  applied 
to  the  use  of  individuals. 

To  remedy  this  evil,  the  Governor  informed 
the  superintendants  and  overseers,  that  if  they 
should  be  found  applying  to  any  other  use  the 
time  to  be  employed  for  the  public,  they  would 
be  instantly  dismissed. 

A  court  of  criminal  judicature  was  assembled 
early  in  August,  for  the  trial  of  several  offenders 
on  different  charges. 

Four  were  tried  for  a  burglary  in  the  house  of 
William  Miller,  but  acquitted.  David  Lloyd 
was  tried  for  the  wilful  murder  of  John  Smith, 
the  seaman  belonging  to  the  Indispensable.  It 
appeared,  that  the  seaman  had,  in  a  state  of  in- 
toxication, gone  to  the  house,  to  take  from  a 
female  convict   (then   living   as    a    servant   at 
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Mr.  Payne's,  who  he  had  cohabited  with  dur- 
ing the  passage)  some  clothes  he  had  given  her. 
A  riot  in  consequence  ensued,  and  the  prisoner 
endeavoured  to  make  it  appear,  that  he  in  his 
defence  fired  the  pistol.     The  court  found  him 
guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  sentenced  him  to 
receive  600  lashes.     John  Fenlow  was  tried  for 
the  murder  of  his  servant,  David  Lane.     The 
charge  was  fully  made  out,  and  the  prisoner  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death.     Four  who  had  often 
broke  out  of   prison,  and    run   from    the  jail- 
sano-     were    tried   as    incorrigible    rooues,  and 
being  found    guilty,  were   sentenced    to  three 
years  hard   labour  at  Norfolk  Island  :  and  one 
man,  tried  for  a  rape,  was  acquitted.     Fenlow, 
being  tried  on   the  Saturday,  was  executed  on 
Monday,  and    his  body  delivered  to    the  sur- 
geons for  dissection.     A  stone  was  found  in  his 
gall-bladder  of  the  size  of  a  lark's  egg.     The 
night  before  his  execution  he  confessed  that  the 
murder  which  he  committed  was  premeditated. 
The  day  before  he  was  tried,  he   had  prepared 
an  opening  through  the  brick  wall  of  his  cell, 
purposing,  had  it  not  been  discovered,  to  have 
escaped  after  his  trial. 

On  the  8th,  the  Susan  sailed  for  Canton,  in 
which  two  women  and  a  few  men  were  allowed 
to  quit  the  colony. 

A  civil  court  was  held  the  next  day,  when 
some  who  had  been  arrested  by  writs  issued 
from  the  last  court  were  brought  up,  several  of 
whom  being  settlers,  assigned  their  coming  crops 
for  the  different  sums.     Had  those  defendants 
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been  thrown  into  prison,  their  ruin  would  have 
been  certain,  and  the  debt  would  as  certainly 
have  remained  unsatisfied.  This  method  was 
tried  as  being  more  beneficial  to  both;  but  they 
were  in  general  of" such  a  description,  that  even 
this  indulgence  induced  them  to  be  more  worth- 
less and  thoughtless  than  before. 

The  ship,  (rrand  Turk,  anchored  in  tiie  cove 
on  the  2;)d  of  August,  from  Boston,  in  New 
England,  with  a  cargo  of  spirits,  tobacco,  soap, 
linseed-oil,  iron,  cloth,  &c.;  but  the  speculation 
did  not  answer,  as  the  market  was  over-stocked. 
- — The  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  on  the 
'iOth  of  September,  with  wheat. 

The  following  statements  of  live  and  other 
stocks,  on  the  ,'^9th  of  September,  places  the 
colony  in  that  comfortable  situation,  which 
shews  the  combined  exertions  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  government,  had  been  crowned 
with  the  success  they  deserved. 


LIST    OF    THE     LIVE    STOCK. 


VVI.oifi  Property. 

Mares 

aiid 

Hoise<. 

Cows    anc' 
<o\v- 

(Jalves. 

Bulls   and 

liiill- 

Cdlves. 

Oxen. 

Sheep. 

Goats. 

Hogs. 

The  property  oH 
j^overnmeut.  3 

iO^icers,    civil  } 

1    and  military.  3 

J 
fotal    of    go- ") 
venunent   &  ^- 
officers  ....  3 

to  Settlers    .... 

14 

4;j 

57 

C7 
34 

37 

37 

46 
0 

191 
ISIO 

Ill 

I17G 

59 

889 

101 

74 

52 

1501 
30 

1287 
140 

948 
921 

57 

101 

74 

52 

1531 

1427 

1869 

-     NEW    SOUTH    WALES!'.  l69 

Neither  the  stock  of  poultry,  which  was  great, 
or  the  cattle  in  the  woods,  are  included  in  this 
statement ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  value  of  the 
live-stock,  it  is  only  requisite  to  say,  that  two  cows 
and  a  steer  sold  for  I89l. 

Land  in  Cultwation. — Belonging  to  Govern- 
ment, 1700  acres  ;  to  officers  civil  and  military, 
1 172  ;  to  settlers,  2547  ;  general  total,  5419  acres. 

Stock  of  Provisions  and  Grain ^  to  last  at  the 
established  ration  : — Beef,  27  weeks ;  pork,  40 
weeks,  5  days  ;  pease,  18  weeks  ;  wheat,  25  weeks  ; 
maize,  ."37  weeks,  3  days ;  sugar,  4  weeks.  To 
consume  which  there  were  victualled  at  Sydney, 
2219  persons;  at  Paramatta,  965;  at  Hawkes- 
bury,  454.      Total,  ^6:38  persons. 

There  were  32 1  people  not  on  the  public  stores, 
which,  added  to  these  30j8  on  the  store,  made 
3959  persons,  excluding  those  at  Norfolk  Island, 
which  were  889  persons  ;  who  added  to  3959  per- 
sons ill  New  South  Wales,  made  4848  in  New 
South  VV'^ales  and  its  dependencies. 
The  prices  of  various  Articles  at  Sydney^  in  Sep- 
tember^ viz. 

Live  Stock. — Cows,  8OI.  Horses,  90I.  Sheep, 
71.  10s.  Cioats,  4l.  Turkeys,  ll.  Is.  Geese,  ll.  Is. 
Fowls,  full  grown,  5s.     Ducks,  5s. 

Provisions. — Fresh  pork,  per  lb.  Is.  3d.  Mutton, 
per  lb.  2s.  Goat,  per.  lb.  Is.  6d.  Kangaroo,  dit- 
to, 6d.  Fish,  2\d,  Eggs,  per  dozen,  2s.  Salted 
Pork,  per  lb.  Is.  Salted  Beef,  ditto,  8d.  Pota- 
toes, per  cwt.  12s.  Ditto,  per  lb.  3d.  Flour,  ditto, 
7id.  Wheat-meal,  sifted,  4id.  Ditto,  unsifted, 
35d.  Wheat,  per  bushel,  12s.  Barley,  per  bushel, 
10s.  Pease,  ditto,  7s.  Maize,  ditto,  5s.  Ditto 
ground,  ditto,  8s.  Cheese,  per  lb.  3s.  Butter, 
ditto,  3s.     White-vi^ine  vinegar,  per  gallon,  6s. 

Groceries. — Hyson  Tea,  per  lb.  ll.  4s.  Coffee, 
ditto,  2s.  Sugar  (soft)  ditto,  Is.  Soap,  ditto,  2s, 
Virginia  leaf  tobacco,  ditto,  5s.  Brazil  roll,  ditto, 
7s,  Black  pepper,  ditto,  4s.  Ginger,,  ditto,  3s. 
Pipes,  per  gross,  ll.  lOs. 

l^Vine  and   Spirits.-^Red  Port,  per  bottle,   5s. 
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Madeira,  ditto,  4s.  Cape  wine,  per  bottle,  3s.  Rum, 
ditto,  OS.  GiiJ,  ditto,  6s.  Porter,  ditto,  2s.  Beer 
made  at  Sydney,  ls.6d. 

India  Goods. — Long  cloth,  per  yard,  from  3s.  to 
6s.  Callicos,  ditto,  from  Is.  6l].  to  2s.  6d.  Mus- 
lins, ditto,  from  7s.  to  12s.  Nankeen,  per  piece, 
10s.  Coarse  printed  callicos, ditto.  Silk  handker- 
chiefs, ditto,  12s. 

English  Goods. — Black  Hats  from  15s.  to  2l. 
Shoes,  per  pair,  from  9s.  to  13s.  Cotton  Stock- 
ings from  6s.  to  12s.     Writing  Paper,  per  quire,  6s. 

Price  of  Labour. — Breaking  up  an  acre  of 
ground,  ll.  Clearing  an  acre  of  ground,  3l.  A 
labourer  for  a  day's  work,  3s.  A  carpenter  for  a 
day's  work,  5s.  Pveaping  an  acre  of  wheat,  10s. 
Threshing  a  bushel  o(  wheat,  Is.  6d.  Felling  an 
acre  of  timber,  17s.  Makingof  men's  shoes,  3s.  6d. 
Making  of  women's  shoes,  3s.  Making  a  coat,  6s. 
Making  a  gown,  os. — Ciround  was  from  12s.  to  ll. 
an  acre. 

Washincr  5d.  for  each  article.  A  woman  hired 
to  wash  for  the  day.  Is.  6d.  and  her  victuals. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  sailed  the  Reliance, 
Britannia,  and  Frantis,  for  Norfolk  Island.  In 
the  Britannia,  Capt.  ColHns,  the  Judge-Advocate, 
embarked  for  England,  and  whose  departure  was 
very  particularly  regretted,  but  that  gentleman, 
whose  unremitted  exertions  for  the  good  of  the 
colony,  was  at  all  times  so  eminently  distinguished, 
had  the  satisfaction  of  leaving  that  country,  which 
he  found  on  landing  a  mere  wood,  in  a  state  highly 
satisfactory  to  his  own  feelings.  The  Supply  was 
to  join  them,  and  the  Britannia  was  to  take  on 
board  Lieut(?nant-Governor  King  and  his  family, 
as  his  health  still  continued  very  considerably  im- 
paired, and  Governor  Hunter  had  granted  him  per- 
mission to  return  to  England.  The  Reliance  was 
to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  return 
to  Port  Jackson  with  live-stock. 

When  Governor  King  quitted  Norfolk  Island, 
the  state  he  left  that  settlement  in,  will  in  the  fol- 
lowing account  shew,  how  well  he  was  calculated 
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for  the  great  trust  reposed  in  him.  With  respect 
to  Governors,  though  it  is  acknowledged  that 
Governor  M'Quarrie  had  improved  upon  all  the 
plans  of  the  Governors  that  preceded  him;  but  as 
the  absolute  power  they  possessed,  has  been  found 
prejudicial  to  the  improving  state  of  the  colony, 
it  has  been  thought  fit  that  a  council  should  be 
given  him  for  the  purpose  of  sharing  with  him  in 
the  responsibility  of  those  measures  \vhich  they 
may  think  necessary  for  the  security  or  prosperity 
of  the  colony.  Formerly,  at  the  sole  will  of  the 
Governor,  a  punishment  of  500  lashes  has  been 
inflicted,  and  in  other  cases  a  fine  of  lOOl.  A 
person,  too,  charged  with  shooting  at,  and  wound- 
ing, a  native  was,  in  March  IS  10,  tried  simply  for 
an  assault,  whilst  another,  who  had  committed  a 
similar  offence  against  an  European,  was  tried  on 
the  same  day  for  his  life  ! — Since  Governor  Bligh 
had  represented  to  kis  Majesty's  ministers  that 
the  inhabitants  were  particularly  desirous  that  they 
might  not  be  so  much  in  the  power  of  the  military, 
but  have  some  kind  of  justice  that  might  bring 
them  nearer  to  their  brethren  in  Great  Britain, 
as  there  were  then  settlers  suiiicient  in  cha- 
racter and  numbers  to  furnish  juries,  it  was 
wisely  determined  to  alter  the  mode  of  admi- 
nistering justice  in  this  colony.  Since  this 
period,  it  has  also  been  hinted  to  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  settlement,  that  they  ought  not 
on  their  own  account  to  enter  into  farming  spe- 
culations ;  "  his  (the  Governor's)  salary  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  support  him  ;  he  ought  never  to 
look  to  other  and  indirect  means  of  enriching 
himself." 

Other  circumstances  highly  interesting  to  the 
readers  of  this  work, and  the  public  at  large,  may 
be  also  proper  to  introduce  here. 

In  addition  to  an  Orphan  Female  School,  which 
has  flourished  almost  from  the  first  settlement  of 
the  colony,  supported  by  port  duties  and  fines,  a 
Male  Orphan  School,  on  a  similar  plan,  has  been 
established.   Several  private  schools  are  also  open,    . 
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and  nothing  is  wanted  more  than  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  proper  masters. 

The  mode  of  transportation  has  undergone  many 
improvements.     When   the.  hulks  are  full  up  to 
their    establishment,  and  the  convicted  offenders 
in  the  different  counties  are  beginning  to  accumu- 
late, a  vessel  is  taken  up  to  convey  a  part  of  them 
to   New  South   W^des.     A   selection   is  made  in 
the  first  instance  of   all  the   male   convicts  under 
50  years   of  age,  sentenced   to  transportation  for 
life,  or  for  14  years  ;    and  if  there  are  not  a  suffi- 
ciency of  these,  the  number  is  fdled  up  with  those 
the  most    unruly   in    the    hulks  sentenced    for   7 
years,  or   those  convicted  of  the  most  atrocious 
crimes.     As   to  females,  it    is  still  customary  to 
send,  without  any  exception,  all  whosehealth  will 
permit  it,  under  4a  years  of  age.     On  the  voyage 
a  proportion  of  the  prisoners  is  daily  to  be  admitted 
on  the  decks;  the  sick  to  be  visited  twice  a  day 
by  the  surgeon,  the  healthy  once.     To  render  the 
surgeon  more  careful,  he  is  now  paid  a  gratuity  of 
10s.  6d.  for  every  convict  landed  in  New  South 
Wales.     If  the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
too,    be   satisfactory,    the   Governor  may  bestow 
upon  him   a  gratuity  of  oOl. ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
may  be  fined,  or  liable  to  a  prosecution.     About 
200  men   or    women    are  generally  embarked   on 
board  one  ship,  with  a  guard  of  thirty  men  and  an 
officer.     And  as  a   proof  of  this  improvement  in 
the  mxode  cjf  conveyance,  it  ap})ears,  that  from  the 
year    175^5  to   1801,  of  J, 833  convicts  embarked, 
385  died  on  board  the  transports;   but  since  1801, 
of    ^,398   embarked,    6'2  only    have  died   on   the 
passage,  being   1   in  46.     Upon    the  arriv^al  of  a 
transport  at  New  South  Whales,  general  orders  are 
issued  for  the  returns  of  men  wanted,  with  the  land 
held  in  cultivation  by   each   settler.     The  trade; 
age,  character,  and  capacity,  of  each  convict  are, 
as  far  as  possible,  ascertained.     Persons  who  have 
been  in  a  higher  situation  of  life   have  tickets   of 
leave  given  them,  by  which  they  have  liberty  to 
provide  for  themselves,  and  are  exempt  from  all 
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compulsory  labour.  Similar  tickets  are  given  to 
men  unused  to  active  employment,  as  goldsnntlis 
and  others  ;  the  remainder  are  distributed  amongst 
the  settlers  as  servants  and  labourers.  The  con- 
victs in  the  service  of  government  work  from  six 
in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
they  may  spend  the  rest  of  the  day  in  amusement, 
or  in  labour  for  themselves.  They  are  clothed,  fed, 
and  mostly  lodged  by  government.  If  the  convicts 
misconduct  themselves  at  their  work,  the  super- 
intendants  have  no  power  to  inflict  punishment, 
but  must  take  them  before  the  sitting  magistrate 
of  the  week  at  Sydney,  who,  with  a  regular  bench, 
can  order  them  from  25  to  300  lashes.  The  con- 
victs distributed  among  the  settlers  are  clothed, 
supported,  and  lodged  by  them  ;  and  working  no 
longer  than  the  government  convicts,  have  the 
same  privileges.  The  master  can  inflict  no  cor- 
poral punishment  upon  them  butby  the  interference 
of  a  magistrate;  and  if  the  master  himself  he  a 
magistrate,  be  must  apply  to  another  magistrate 
for  redress  ftgainst  his  servant.  The  servant  on  his 
part  may  also  apply  to  a  magistrate,  who  can,  if  his 
complaint  be  well  founded,  discharge  him  from  his 
master.  In  the  distribution  of  female  convicts, 
they  are  no  longer  given  to  such  of  the  inhabitants 
as  demanded  them,  when  they  were  in  general 
received  rather  as  prostitutes  than  as  servants  ; 
but  now,  by  order  of  the  government  here,  the 
female  convicts  are  kept  separate  till  they  can 
properly  be  distributed  in  such  a  manner  as  thev 
may  best  derive  the  advantages  of  industry  and 
good  character. 

When  the  convicts'  time  is  up,  if  they  chuse  to 
settle  in  the  country,  a  grant  is  made  to  the  unmar- 
ried of  40  acres  of  land,  and  to  the  married  of 
something  more  for  the  wife  and  each  cliild,  with 
tools  and  stock,  which  they  are  not  allowed  to 
sell,  &c. 

Evidence  having  been  produced  of  the  bad  con- 
sequences of  the  Governor's  possessing  a  power  to 
grant  absolute   or   conditional    pardons  ;    and    it 
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being  known  that  in  some  years  150  pardons  have 
been  granted  to  convicts  immediately  upon  their 
arrival,  without  reference  to  their  characters  or  me- 
rits, Parhamcnt  has  recommended  that  pardons  in 
future  shall  only  be  granted  through  the  Secretary 
of  State,  though  this  may  create  a  delay,  perhaps 
of  a  year,  in  obtaining  the  pardon  or  any  convict. 

As  to  the  mode  of  returning  after  the  expiration 
of  their  time,  all  but  the  aged  and  infirm  convicts 
easily  find  employment  on  board  the  ships  visiting 
New  South  Wales,  and  are  allowed  to  work  their 
passage  home  ;  but  though  hitherto  no  such 
facility  hasbeen  afforded  to  the  women,  who  have 
had  no  possible  method  of-  leaving  the  colony  but 
by  prostituting  themselveson  board  the  ships  whose 
masters  may  chuse  to  receive  them,  or  who  must 
otherwise  submit  to  banishment  for  life,  means 
for  preventing  this  in  future  have  also  been  re- 
commended by  Parliament. 

But  we  will  now  revert  to  our  narrative  of  the 
progress  of  this  infant  colony. 

A  court  of  criminal  judicature  existed  there 
similar  to  that  at  Sydney,  only  composed  of  five 
instead  of  seven  members  ;  but  no  civil  court  had 
been  established.  The  civil  department  consisted 
of  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  a  Deputy  Judge-Advo- 
cate, a  Deputy  Provost-Martial,  and  Deputy  Com- 
missary ;  a  Surgeon,  a  Store-keeper,  and  four  sub- 
ordinate Officers  ;  and  the  military  of  a  company 
of  the  New  South  Wales  corps. 

The  settlers  were,  four  seamen  who  belonged 
to  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  ;  fifteen  marines  ;  fifty- 
two  settlers,  whose  terms  of  transportation  had 
expired  ;  three  officers,  and  others.  The  whole 
number  (exclusive  of  the  officers)  with  their  fami- 
lies, was  about  240. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  men,  and  sixty- 
three  women,whose  terms  of  sentence  had  expired, 
supported  themselves  by  hiring  ground  from  settlers, 
working  for  individuals,  or  at  their  different  trades, 
and  labouring  for  the  public;  for  which  they 
were  clothed  and  fed  from  the  stores,  and  received 
such  other  encouragement   as  their  behaviour  me- 
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rited.  '  The  niwiiber  of  this  class,  with  their  women 
and  children,  was   about    130.     Those  male  con- 
victs remaining' underthe  sentence  of  the  law  were 
— for  life,  3b  ;  "from  10  to  5  years,  10  ;  from  5  to  3 
years,  4;    from  3  to   1  year,   26;    from   1  year  to 
6  months,   60.     Total   136.— Of  which    57  were 
assigned  to  settlers  and  others,  and  maintained  by 
them;    the  rest  were    occupied  as  follows:    not 
more  than  30  men   were  employed  in  cultivating 
ground  for  the   public  advantage,  and   even  these 
were  much  interrupted,  by  attending  the  artificers 
in  carrying  on  the  different  buildings.     The  island 
contains  about  11,000  acres,     in  the  level  parts, 
where  the  earth  cannot  be   washed  away  by  the 
heavy  rains,   the   soil  varies  from   a  rich  brown 
mouid  to  a  light   red  earth.     These  are  varied  by 
pieces  of  black  mould  and  gravel,      fhose  parts  of 
easy  ascent  preserve  their  depth  of  soil,  and  many 
of  them  have  borne  six  successive  crops  of  wheat. 
The  ground    cleared  of  timber  for  public  use,  .and 
that  marked  out  for  the  settlers'  lots,  comprised 
one  half  of  the  island,  viz. 

Ground  allotted  to  settlers  on  grant 

or  lease  _         _         _         . 

allotted  to  officers  by  grant, 

lease,  or  permission 
allotted   to    individuals    of 


difi'erent  descriptions 

reserved    tor    government. 


and    contiguous    to    the    above 
allotments         -         - 
cleared  of  timlier,  and  occu- 


Number 
of  Acres. 

Acrps 
ofT 

rl  eared 
iinbi.T. 

3,939 

920 

KS-S 

132 

100 

100 

1,400 

376 

376 

pied  for  the  public  benefit 

Total  quantity  of  ground  occupied 

as  above  -         -         -         -   5,247      1,528 

Contents  of  the  island  -         -    11,000 

Quantity  of  ground  unoccupied  -     6J53 
Quantity  of  ground  not  cleared  of 

timber 9,472 
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Most  of  the  ground  cleared  of  timber  was  under 
cultivation  in  179-3  and  1794,  and  produced  above 
34,000  bushels  of  grain  ;  but,  from  the  check  given 
to  industry  in  the  year  1794,  and  the  great  pro- 
portion of  the  labourers  working  for  their  own 
support  and  other  ways  disposed  of,  not  more  than 
one-third  of  the  government-ground,  and  a  fifth 
of  the  oround  belons^ino;'  to  individuals,  was  in  anv 
state  of  cultivation  during  the  last  year. 

The  fiew  at  public  work,  and  the  labour  necessary 
for  preparing  the  ground, to  receive  wheat,  did  not 
admit  of  more  than  100  acres  of  wheat,  IS  of  maize 
being  sown  last  year  for  the  crown;  the  produce 
of  which  had  been  abundant;  but  the  quantity 
was  much  reduced  by  the  weeds  that  grew  with 
it,  and  lightning^. 

Cultivation  was  confined  to  maize,  wheat,  po- 
tatoes, and  other  garden  vegetables.  The  heat  of 
the  climate  rendered  wheat  an  uncertain  crop. 

The  harvests  of  maize  were  plentiful;  and  two 
crops  were  generally  procured  in  twelve  months. 
The  produce  of  one  crop  was  in  general  4,5  bushels 
per  acre,  and  often  from  70  to  80. 

It  appears,  that  there  were  5247  acres  occupied; 
of  which  only  L52S  were  cleared  of  timber:  thiit 
there  also  remained  cu.io  neither  occupied  nor 
cleared,  making  in  the  whole  9472  acres  not  cleared 
of  timber. 

Stock  on  the  Island  belonging  to  Government 
and  Indiriduals,  on  the  ]St/i  October,  1796,  viz. — 
6  neat  cattle;  3  horses;  6  asses;  170  sheep;  3S2 
e;oats;  4835  swine;  and  poultry  in  great  abundance. 

Stock  received,  viz. — 3  neat  cattle;  2  horses^; 
4  asses;  23  sheep;    13  goats;  and  101  swine. 

When  the  settlers  were  informed  that  payment 
of  their  bills  could  not  be  niade  till  orders  were 
received  from  England,  and  that  no  more  grain 
could  be  received,  but  that  the  purchase  of  fresh 
pork  would  be  continued,  their  industry  became 
changed,  but  raising  grain  continued  necessary 
for  their  stock. 
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On  most  part  of  the  94-72  acres  not  cleared 
of  timber,  the  trees  and  underwood  were  co- 
vered with  succulent  herbage,  which,  with  the 
fern  and  other  soft  roots,  afford  the  best  food 
for  swine.  Several  individuals  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  this  convenience,  by  inclosing  from 
10  to  100  acres  of  the  uncleared  parts,  into 
which  they  turned  their  swine,  of  them  many 
had  from  20  to  loO,  that  required  nothing  more 
than  a  small  quantity  of  maize  to  accustom 
them  to  their  owners. 

Salting  pork  in  the  cool  months  had  been 
successfully  tried.  The  swine  belonging  to 
government,  which  could  be  killed  during  the 
winter,  were  salted  down. 

The  Bengal  ewes  yeaned  twice  in  13  months, 
and  had  commonly  two,  often  three,  and  some- 
times four  lambs  at  a  yeaning  ;  and  these  had 
increased  so  much,  by  being  crossed  by  the 
Cape  ram,  that  a  lamb  six  weeks  old  is  now  as 
large  as  one  of  the  old  ewes. 

The  goats  too  are  extremely  prolific,  and  ge- 
nerally breed  thrice  in  the  year,  having  com- 
monly from  two  to  four  kids  at  a  time. 

The  want  of  artificers  of  all  descriptions,  and 
the  scarcity  of  labourers  at  public  work,  much 
retarded  the  construction  of  a  number  of  build- 
ings. The  island  possessed  the  best  of  stone, 
lime,  and  timber;  but,  unfortunately,  there  never 
had  been  but  one  mason  on  the  island. 

At  Cascade  Bay  had  been  made  a  very  strong- 
wharf,    126    feet    long,    which    connects    the 

5*  A  A  ^ 
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shore  with  the  landins:  rock.  At  the  end  of 
it  is  a  swinging  crane  and  capstern,  by  which 
boats  are  loaded  and  unloaded  with  the  heaviest 
articles;  and  in  bad  weather  are  hoisted  up 
■  with  safety. 

Near  this  wharf  a  large  store-house  and  bar- 
racks for  the  guard  are  built.  No  risk  need  be 
run  by  ships  keeping  in  Sydney  Bay,  as  the 
landing  is  good  at  Cascade  Bay,  when  it  be- 
comes in  the  least  deoree  hazardous  at  the 
former  place. 

A  water-mill  had  been  built;  it  ground  20 
bushels  of  wheat  daily  ;  which  had  removed 
the  inconvenience  of  everv  man  orindino;  his 
own  ration  before  it  could  be  dressed.  The 
abundance  of  mill-stones,  and  the  quantity  of 
wood  fit  for  millwrights^  work,  with  the  con- 
venient situation  of  the  different  streams,  will 
admit  of  any  number  of  water  mills,  being 
erected. 

Two  well-finished  wind-mills  had  also  been 
erected  by  settlers,  which  answered  extremely 
well. 

Not  more  than  ten  settlers  had   been  able  to 

■erect  dwellings  better  than  log  huts,  which  are 

neither  warm  nor  durable.    Many  were  buildi'ug 

comfortable  weather-boarded  habitations  at  their 

own  expense. 

Of  schools  there  were  two;  one  for  young 
children,  who  were  instructed  by  a  woman  of 
good  character;  and  the  other  kept  by  a  man, 
who  taught   reading,  writing,   and  arithmetic, 
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for  which  he  was  well  qualified,  and  was  very 
attentive.  A  third  institution  on  a  permanent 
footing  was  added,  for  the  reception  of  such 
orphan  female  children  as  had  lost  or  been  de- 
serted by  their  parents.  Most  of  these  were 
of  such  an  age  as  to  require  a  strict  hand  and 
careful  eye  over  them.  Unfortunately  they,  as 
well  as  the  other  children,  were  destitute  of 
every  article  of  clothing,  except  such  as  the  store 
afforded,  which  was  by  no  means  calculated  for 
children  in  that  warm  climate.  By  the  appli- 
cation of  fines  imposed  for  breaches  of  the 
peace,  &c.  and  a  subscription  raised  among 
the  officers,  the  orphan  children  had  for  some 
time  past  been  clothed,  and  about  281.  remained 
to  be  applied  in  the  same  manner. 

How  highly  honourable  is  it  to  Lieutenant- 
Governor  King,  that  at  the  same  time  every 
nerve  was  exerted  to  repress  and  -punish  the 
various  crimes  he  was  obliged  to  witness,  that 
he  should  have  such  a  parental  care  over  the 
infant  generation,  as  to  found  schools  for  their 
instruction: — undoubtedly  he  must  have  felt 
what  Thompson  wrote — 

"  Delightful  task  to  rear  the  tender  mind,"  &c. 

and  thus  gained  that  inward  satisfaction,  which 
all  men  must  do  who  endeavour  to  do  well. 
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LABOUR. 

The  foUowino-  mode  had  been  adopted  : 


Class. 

Description. 

Numbers. 

By  whom  supported. 

1st, 

Civil  and  military, 
'SettlerSjby  grant  or  lease, 
ap.d  freemen  who  aie 
under-tenants   to    the 

83 

government. 

settler,     -         _         _ 

104 

labour. 

Freemen  who  are  hired  by 

2d, 

^      the  year,  &c.  or  who 
hire    themselves     out 

daily,       -         -         - 

138 

ditto. 

Convicts  who  are  taken 

off  the  stores  by  offi- 

^     cers,  &.C. 

5 

ditto. 

3d, 

J  Ditto  assigned  to  officers, 

I      &c. 

67 

government. 

/"Ditto  employed  as  over- 

1      seers,  artificers,  watch- 

1      men,  &c.  for  the  public 

dlh 

/      benefit,  many  of  whom 

'illl, 

N       are  invalids,      - 
1  Ditto  cultivating  ground 
H       for  the  public  use,  and 

106 

ditto. 

V.     other  incidental  work, 

30 

ditto. 

Total  males, 
r  Women  belonging:  to  civil 

533 

\      and  military,  and   at 

5th, 

-:      public  labour, 
J  Ditto  who  belong  to  the 

40 

ditto. 

V_     second  class  of  men,   - 

125 

labour. 

r  Children  belonging  to  the 

6th, 

J      firstand  fourth  classes. 

116 

g'overnmeni. 

J  Ditto  to  the  second  and 

(^     third  classes,     - 

73 

labour. 

Total  females  and  children, 

H54 
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From  the  foregoing  statement  it  appears,  that 
not  more  than  ]36  men,  composing  the  fourth 
class,  are  employed  in  carrying  on  public  work, 
of  which  number  only  28  can  be  employed 
(when  other  works  of  public  necessity  do  not 
intervene)  in  raising  grain,  &c.  without  expense 
to  the  crown,  for  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and 
a  part  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  classes ;  making 
together  44'2  persons. 

Those  of  the  fourth  class,  who  labour  as  car- 
penters, sawyers,  blacksmiths,  &c.  work  from 
day-light  till  eight  o'clock;  from  nine  till  noon; 
and  from  two  in  the  afternoon  till  sun-set;  and 
as  long  as  they  do  their  work  properly  they  have 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  to  themselves,  which 
they  employ  in  working  at  their  grounds,  or  in 
building,  &c.  for  settlers  and  others  who  can 
employ  them.  As  those  works  are  in  fact  of  a 
private  nature,  although  in  the  end  they  become 
more  or  less  of  public  utility,  the  artificers  are 
indulged  with  the  use  of  government-tools  and 
such  materials  as  can  be  spared. 

Those  employed  in  cultivation,  and  other  in- 
cidental labour,  for  the  public  benefit,  work  at 
all  seasons  from  day-light  until  one  o'clock, 
which  is  found  much  more  advisable  than  dis- 
persing them  at  the  hours  for  meals,  and  col- 
lecting them  again  to  resume  their  labour.  As 
very  few  of  this  description  have  any  persons  to 
dress  their  meal,  or  grind  their  maize,  they  have 
by  this  management  a  great  part  of  the  day  at 
their  own  disposal ;  and  from  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  2 1st  of  February  no  public  work  is 
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done  on  Saturdays.  Those  of  this  description, 
who  are  industrious,  employ  a  great  part  of  their 
leisure  time  in  cultivating  pieces  of  ground  for 
their  own  use,  or  hibouring  for  others. 

The  second  and  a  part  of  the  fifth  and  sixth 
classes,  making  together  331  persons,  support 
themselves  by  the  produce  of  their  labour,  with- 
out expense  to  the  crown  ;  as  the  clothing 
with  which  they  and  the  settlers  are  occasion- 
alh^  furnished  from  th.e  stores  is  paid  for  in 
grain  or  stock. 


ORDINARY  PRICE  OF  LABOUR. 

To  a  convict  taken   off  the  stores  by  an  officer 

or  settler,  from  5\.  to  61.  per  annum. 
To  a  freeman  hired   by  the  year,  victualled  and 

clothed,  from  lOl.  to  12l.  per  annum. 
A  day's  work  for  a  labourer,  with  victuals,  is  3s. 

without,  5s. 
Cutting  down  and  burning  off  an  acre  of  wood, 

9\. 
Ditto,   ditto,    an  acre  of  weeds,   1/.  10s. 
Thrashing  one  bushel  of  wheat,    lOlbs.  equal 

to  Is.  8d. 

Other  works  are  in  proportion.  The  mode 
of  payment  for  labour  is  various,  and  depends 
entirely  on  the  employer's  circumstances;  but  it 
is  in  general  made  by  what  arises  from  the  grain 
or  fresh  pork  put  into  the  stores  by  settlers,  &c. 
sometimes  (but  very  rarely)  in  cash;  and  often 
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by  equal  labour,  or  by  produce,  which  is  rated 
as  underneath. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  disputes  respecting 
the  payment,  these  agreements,  as  well  as  all 
others,  are  entered  in  a  book  kept  by  a  person 
for  that  purpose,  and  properly  witnessed. 

Average  prices  of  provisions  raised  on  the  island, 
either  for  sale,  for  barter,  or  in  payment  for 
labour. 

PLENTIFUL   ARTICLES. 

Fresh  pork,  6d.  per  lb. 

Pickled  ditto,  8d. 

Wheat,  from  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  bushel. 

Maize,  from  Is.  6d.  to  5s. 

Potatoes,  from  Is.  to  3s.  6d.  per  cut. 

Full-grown  fovv^ls,  from  6d.  to  Is.  each. 

Ditto  ducks,    lOd.  to  Is.  3d.  each. 

Ditto  turkeys,  7s.  6d.  each. 

SCARCE    ARTICLES. 

Geese,   10s.  each. 

Female  goats,  8l.  each. 

Goat's  flesh    or   mutton,   to   government,    9d. 

per  lb. 
Ditto,  to  individuals,    Is.  6"d.  ditto. 

N.B.  When' the  latter  is  taken  into  the  stores 
for  the  sick,  it  is  issued  at  5lbs.  of  mutton  for 
7 lbs.  of  salt  beef  stopped  in  the  stores;  by 
which  method  government  does  not  pay  more 
than  6d.  per  lb.  as  for  fresh  pork. 
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The  depravity  of  the  convicts  rapidl}'^  increas- 
ing, the  Governor  resolved  on  building  a  large 
log-prison  both  at  Sydney  and  Paramatta,  and 
"  as  the  affair  cried  haste,"  a  quantity  of  logs 
were  ordered  to  be  sent  in  by  the  various  sett- 
lers, officers,  and  others,  by  which  means  the 
carpenters  had  as  many  or  more  than  they 
could  use;  at  this  time  it  was  discovered  that 
many  convicts  attended  the  delivery  of  provi- 
sions from  the  stores,  both  at  Sydney  and 
Paramatta,  answering  to  their  own  or  another 
name  at  both  places,  to  prevent  a  repetition,  of 
which  the  delivery  was  ordered  to  take  place  in 
the  future  on  the  same  hour  at  both  stores. 
Indeed,  so  incorrigible  were  some  of  the  con- 
victs, particularly  those  of  the  gaol  gang,  that 
they  were  ordered  to  work  every  Sunday  on  the 
highway,  as  a  punishment;  and  in  an  excursion 
the  Governor  made  to  Paramatta,  he  recovered 
nearly  100  men  as  labourers  for  government, 
who  had  absconded  from  the  other  settlements. 
On  the  l6th  of  October,  a  boat,  sent  to  the 
north  shore  for  wood,  brought  in  a  man's  hat, 
which  was  found  with  a  hammer  laying  near  it; 
some  blood  was  found  in  the  hat,  and  on 
searchino-  the  body  of  a  man  was  discovered 
near  the  water  side.  On  the  next  morning  a 
man  murdered  a  woman,  with  whom  he  lived. 
During  this  month  the  houses  at  Paramatta  and 
Sydney  were  numbered,  divided  into  districts, 
and  one  inhabitant  chosen  in  each,  as  a  security 
for  the  peace  .being  kept  in  the  division,  and 
an  appointment  took  place  of  three  watchmen, 
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to  be  re-chosen  every  12  months,  and  approved 
by  the  Governor.  Ben  nil  long  who  had  become 
tired  of  civilized  life,  and  had  returned  to  his 
natural  savage  state,  applied  to  the  Governor  for 
assistance  against  a  number  of  his  fellow  coun- 
trymen,  who  were  determined  to  kill  him,  for 
murdering  a  man  near  Botany  Bay,  of  which 
he  protested  his  innocence.  The  Governor, 
anxious  to  protect  his  companion  from  England 
(Bennillong),  sent  a  guard  with  him  to  the 
brick-fields  (where  the  natives  lay  in  wait  for 
him),  to  explain  to  his  countrymen  that  he  was 
not  guilty  of  that  or  any  other  murder,  and  that 
the  Governor  would  not  suifer  a  native  to  visit 
any  of  the  settlements  that  should  dare  insult 
him  ;  and  as  they  had  all  felt  the  comforts  of  the 
settlements,  particularly  in  cold  weather,  the 
business  ended.  On  the  1st  of  November,  ar-^ 
rived  the  Prince  of  Wales,  from  England,  with 
*  cargo  of  provisions.  On  the  13th,  the  Francis 
arrived  from  Norfolk  Island,  with  dispatches 
from  the  Reliance,  Supply,  and  Britannia  ;  and 
on  the  14th  Richard  Atkins,  Esq.  officiated  as 
Judge-Advocate,  instead  of  Captain  Collins. 
The  Sylph  anchored  in  the  Cove,  on  the  17th, 
with  provisions ;  she  sailed  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales  from  England,  but  was  by  contrary 
winds  prevented  reaching  her  destination  be- 
fore. A  crimmal  court  opened  on  the  23d,  and 
was  held  till  the  29th,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which,  eight  men  had  sentence  of  death  passed 
on  them;   Francis    Morgan,    for  the   murder  of 
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the  man  whose  body  was  found   on  the   l6th  of 
October,  and  seven  for  robbing  the   stores,   and 
two  others    were  found  guilty  of  manslaughter; 
three    were    executed   at    Sydney,    two  at  Para- 
matta, and  three   were  jjardoned.     The   body  of 
Morgan  was  ordered    to    be  hung   in  chams  on 
the      island     Mat-te-wan-ye.      This      spectacle, 
shocking    to   the    refined    mind,    served     as    an 
object  of  ridicule  to  the  convicts,  and  terror  to 
the    natives,   who   though,  hitherto,  particularly 
partial  to    that  spot,    now   totally   abandoned   it, 
least   the    malefactor    should   descend    and    seize 
them,    in    the    same    way    as    their    superstition 
prompted   them    to    imagine    spirits    did.      The 
Prince  of  Wales  sailed  for  China  on  the  23d,  and 
on  the  6th  of  December,  the  Sylph  to  the  same 
place.     On  board    the  latter   two   male  convicts 
were    discovered.      Nothing    but     the     superior 
ionorance    of  the   convicts    can   account  for   the 
repeated    attempts    to   leave   the   colony   in  this 
way,  as  no  obstacle  was   ever  placed   in  the  way 
of  their  quitting   the  country  with  some  degree 
of  credit,  when   the  term  for  which    they  were 
transported    had   expired.     A    little    native    girl, 
whose  parents    resided    near    Broken    Bay,    and 
were    among    those    that    committed    continual 
depredations    at    the   I^a^^kesbury,    was   brought 
in  by  a  party  detached  against  the   depredators, 
among  whom   were  shot,   her  parents.     She  soon 
became     a    great    favourite    in    Sydney,    which 
made  the    natives    about    that    settlement    very 
jealous  of  her,  and  at   length  they  found  means 
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to  get  the  poor  girl  into  the  woods  near  the 
Governor's  house,  when  they  murdered  her, 
by  cutting  off  her  arms,  and  making  many 
spear  wounds  in  her  body  ;  they  then  left  her, 
and  withdrew  into  the  woods.  In  January  a 
stack  of  wheat  containine:  about  800  bushels  of 
corn,  was  destroyed  by  fire ;  and  as  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  wheat,  the  property  of  Govern- 
ment, was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  the  jail 
gang  were  ordered  out,  and  promised  if  they 
stopj)e<:l  the  progress  of  the  flames,  that  the 
irons  in  which  they  always  worked  >hould  be 
knocked  off.  This  had  the  desired  effect  ;  tiiey 
overcame  the  fire,  and  gained  tlieir  promised 
reward. .  Lawrence  Davoreu,  an  attorney,  trans- 
ported from  Ireland,  was  on  the  20th  of  January 
convicted  of  forgery.  The  Governor  ordered 
him  to  Norfolk  Island  for  life.  His  Excellency 
made  an  excursion  to  Botany  Bay,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exploring  George's  river,  and  the  soil 
near  its  banks.  The  river  it  was  found  reached 
25  miles  from  Botany  Bay.  This  month  a 
windmill  and  a  granary  were  finished. 

To  prevent  a  continuance  of  disputes  which 
had  arisen  between  the  settlers  and  the  labourers, 
the  following  sunis  were  settled  to  be  in  future 
paid* 

Failing  forest  timber,  per  acre,     — 
Do.  in  brush  ground,  do,         — 
Burning  off  open  ground,  do.     — 
Do.  brush-ground,  do.  — 

Breaking  up  new  ground,  do.     — 


I 

s. 

d. 

0 

9 

0 

0 

10 

6 

1 

5 

0 

1 

10 

0 

1 

4 

0 

/. 

s. 

d. 

0 

12 

3 

0 

7 

0 

0 

l6 

8 

0 

7 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

7 

0 
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Chipping  fresh  ground,  per  acre,  — 
Chipping  in  wheat,  do.  — 

Breaking  up  stubhle  or  porn  ground, 
l;|;d.  per  rod,  or  do,  — 

Planting  Indian  corn,  do.  — 

HilHng,    do.   do.         —  ■ — 

Reaping  wheat,    do.         — r  — 

Threshing  ditto,  per  bushel,         r— 
Pulling  and  Husking   Indian  corn, 

per  bushel,  —  —     0     Q     6 

Splitting  pailing  of  seven  feet  long, 
per  hundred,  —  - — 

Do.  of  five  feet  long,  do.  — 

Sawing  plank,  do.  ■ — • 

Ditching  per  rod,  three  feet  wide, 

and  three  feet  deep,  —     0     0  10 

Carriage  of  wheat,  per  bi^shel^  per 
mile,  —  • — 

Do.  Jndian  corn,  neat,  — 

Yearly  wages  for  labour,  with  board. 
Wages   per  week,   with  provisions, 
consisting  of  4lb.  of  salt  pork,  or 
61b.  of  fresh,  and  2  libs,  of  wheat, 
with  vegetables,  — 

A  day's  wages,  with  board,  — 

Do.  without  board,  — 

A  government   man  allowed  to  offi- 
cers or  settlers  in  their  o\yn  time. 
Price  of  an  axe,  —  ■ — 

New  steeling  do.  —  ■ — 

A  new  hoC;,  —  — 

A  sicklCj  -rrr  rr- 
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/.      S.      d. 
Hire  of  a  boat   to   carry  grain,  per 

day,  — •  —  —     0     5     0 

If  possible,  to  prevent  the  many  robberies 
committed  by  the  convicts  who  were  hitherto 
suffered  to  wander  about,  it  was  ordered,  that 
none  but  officers,  should  travel  without  pass- 
ports, which  they  were  to  shew  to  the  officers 
in  the  different  district?,  and  those  detected 
traveihng  without,  were  to  be  imprisoned  a 
month. 

The  continual  repetitions  of  the  most  cruel 
outrages,  committed  by  the  natives  on  the 
settlers  in  the  Northern  farms,  in  one  of  which 
they  lately  murdered  a  man  and  woman,  com- 
pelled the  settlers  to  arm  and  follow  them, 
keeping  up  the  pursuit  all  night ;  the  next 
morning  they  came  near  about  100  of  them, 
when  the  natives  fled,  leaving  their  plunder  on 
the  ground.  The  pursuers  continued  to  follow 
them  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Paramatta ;  when 
fatigued,  the  settlers  went  into  the  town,  and 
were  in  return  followed  by  the  natives,  with 
Pe-mul-wy  at  their  head.  This  fellow,  with  all 
the  brutal  impudence  of  ignorance,  threatened 
to  kill  the  first  man  that  approached  him,  and 
actually  threw  a  spear  at  a  soldier ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  discharge  from  the  military 
and  settlers  took  place,  by  which  5  natives 
were  killed,  and  many  wounded ;  among  the 
latter   was   Pe-mul-wy,   who  was   then   brought 
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to  the  hospital,  from  whence,  when  cured,  he 
made  his  escape,  with  an  iron  about  his  leg. 

The  log  prison  and  granary  at  Sydney  were 
completed  during  March.  The  settlers  at  the 
Hawkesbury  sent  round  a  quantity  of  grain  to 
repay  the  store  for  that  lent  them,  as  seed  to 
crop  their  grounds  the  last  season  ;  and  at  tlie 
same  time  sent  information  tliat  the  natives  had 
plundered  a  settler's  house,  and  then  burnt  it, 
as  well  as  a  rick  of  wheat. 

The  public  granaries  being  filled,  they  closed 
on  the  21st  of  April,  and  were  declared  shut 
against  the  receipt  of  grain,  till  the  following 
August.  The  Governor  wishing  to  ascertain  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  a  tract  of  land  between 
the  Duck  and  George's  River,  set  out  with  a 
party,  sending  a  boat  on  first  with  provisions  to 
the  Banks  of  the  George's  River,  from  Para- 
matta; the  ground  was  found  excellent,  and 
well  stored  with  ponds  of  fresh  water.  Proceed- 
ing nearly  to  Botany  Bay,  they  saw  several 
parties  of  natives,  and  among  the  rest  Pe-mul- 
wy,  who  inquired,  if  the  Governor  was  angry  ? 
and  was  delighted  on  being  told  he  was  not. 
During  April  a  tree  was  discovered,  the  bark 
of  which,  when  soaked  in  water  and  well  beat, 
could  be  spun  and  used  instead  of  hemp,  and 
was  superior  to  the  flax  from  Norfolk  Island, 
which  was  particularly  fortunate,  as  the  colony 
was  in  great  want  of  cordage. 

A  criminal  court  assembled  this  month,  sen- 
tenced three  (who  had  served  the  terms  for 
which  they  were  transported),  to  be  now  again 
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transported  to  Norfolk  Island ;  one  for  receiv- 
ing stolen  goods  for  14  years,  and  the  other 
two  who  were  of  that  class,  who  to  avoid  work, 
sought  refuge  in  the  woods,  and  robbed  the 
settlements  at  night  for  support,  the  court  sen- 
tenced to  7  years  transportation. 

The  public  works  continued  the  same  as  at  the 
end  of  the  last  month.  The  foundation  of  the 
building  for  the  reception  of  the  assistant-surgeons 
was  laid,  and  the  lower  floor  of  the  large  granary 
at  Sydney  was  nearly  completed. 

Much  rain  fell  during  this  month.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2/'th  of  April,  a  high  wind  came 
on,  which,  for  the  want  of  care  at  the  wind- 
mill, it  was  set  going  with  such  violence,  that 
one  of  the  running  stones  was  broke,  a  piece 
of  which  so  wounded  the  millwright,  that  his 
life  was  despaired  of.  Some  carpenters  were  or- 
dered to  repair  the  damage,  and  in  a  few  days  it 
was  at  work  as  usual. 

The  example  lately  made  had  no  good  effect 
on  the  natives,  they  still  troubled  the  settlers  in 
Land  Cove,  burning  a  house,  and  killing  a  num- 
ber of  hogs,  which,  as  they  left  behind  them, 
proved  the  attack  to  be  wanton.  At  Kissing 
Point,  they  wounded  a  settler  and  his  wife,  and 
burned  every  article  they  had.  The  settlers 
were  so  perpetually  alarmed  by  the  natives  that 
they  again  collected,  and  with  a  few  soldiers 
sent  to  assist  them,  went  out  in  the  night, 
and  their  fires  directed  them  to  the  place  where 
a  large  body  of  natives  had  collected  to  attack 
and    plunder   them.       A    volley    of    musketry 
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was  then  fired  over  their  heads,  which  so  alarmed 
them,  that  they  instantly  fled,  leaving  their 
spears,  &(!:.  and  about  20  bushels  of  Indian  corn 
which  they  had  stoleui 

Though  many  of  the  natives  had  been  kindly 
treated,  yet  they  were  seldom  found  to  possess 
any  degree  of  gratitude.  Bennillong  him- 
self, was  as  destitute  in  this  respect  as  most 
of  his  countrymen ;  even  their  children,  bred 
up  in  the  settlements,  and  who,  from  being  ac- 
customed to  follow  the  settlers'  manner  of  living, 
might  have  been  supposed  to  have  no  taste  for 
the  life  of  their  parents,  when  grown  up,  quitted 
their  hospitable  abodes,  and  took  to  the  same 
savage  mode  of  living,  where  the  supply  of 
food  was  often  uncertain,  and  their  lives  in 
danger.  The  wife  of  a  man  named  Yr-ra-ni-be, 
both  of  whom  had  been  brought  up  in  the  set- 
tlement, was  murdered  in  the  brick-fields  by 
her  husband,  and  Cole-be,  who  first  beat  her 
about  the  head,  and  then  drove  a  spear  through 
her  heart. 

If  spoken  to  for  robbing  the  maize-grounds, 
or  corn-fields,  to  be  revenged,  they  assembled 
in  large  bodies,  burned  the  houses  of  the 
settlers,  and  frequently  took  their  lives,  though 
seldom  refused  corn  when  they  would  ask  for 
it ;  that  they  were  stimulated  to  this  conduct  by 
some  run-a-ways,  who  were  among  them  at  the 
time  there  was  no  doubt.  In  order  to  get 
these  pests,  a  proclamation  was  issued,  calling 
on  them  by  name  to  surrender  within  14  days, 
declaring    them    outlaws    if    they    failed,     and 
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required  the  inhabitants  to  assist  in  bringing 
them  to  justice.  And  the  Governor  made  known, 
that  if  any  natives  were  again  detected  in  robbing 
the  settlersj  he  would  hang  one  of  them  in  chains 
near  the  spot  as  a  terror  to  the  others. 

On  the  l6th  of  May^  the  Supply  arrived  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  3  I  cov^^s,  5  mares, 
and  27  sheep,  all  in  perfect  health:  8  cows,  2 
bulls,  and  13  sheep  died  in  the  course  of  the 
voyage. 

In  the  night  of  the  iGth^  a  boat  which  had 
been  fishing  at  some  distance  to  the  South- 
ward of  Botany  Bay,  brought  to  the  settlement 
three  persons  who  belonged  to  a  ship  called 
the  Sydney  Cove,  which  had  sailed  from  Bengal 
with  a  cargo  for  this  country  on  speculation. 
1'he  Governor  was  informed  by  Mr.  Clarke, 
(one  of  the  three)  that  the  ship  had  sprung  a 
dangerous  leak  before  she  had  rounded  the 
South  Cape,  which,  as  soon  as  they  had  got  to 
the  Eastward  of  the  Southern  part  of  the  coast, 
increased  to  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  render  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  haul  in  for  the  land. 
The  wind  being  from  the  S.  E.  they  were  ena- 
bled to  accomplish  this,  in  time  to  land  the 
ship,  when  she  was  dropping  from  under  them, 
having  sunk  down  to  the  fore  channels,  when 
they  were  enabled  to  run  her  a-ground,  on 
an  island  in  lat.  40"  3/'  South.  They  met  with 
this  misfortune  in  the  middle  of  February ; 
soon  after  which  a  small  number  of  them 
resolved   to   attempt   reaching   Port  Jackson  in 
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the  ship's  long  boat,  leaving  the  commander 
and  about  30  peojjle  to  stay  near  the  wreck. 
The  boat  being  got  ready,  17  people  embarked 
in  her,  and  sailed ;  but  meeting  with  very  bad 
weather  they  were  again  wrecked  on  the  coast 
near  Point  Hicks,  and  endeavoured  to  travel 
Northward,  but  dropped  off  one  by  one,  and 
lost  each  other  daily,  till  the  number  was 
reduced  to  five,  the  three  who  had  arrived  (the 
supercargo,  a  sailor,  and  a  Lascar),  the  first 
mate  of  the  ship,  and  the  carpenter.  These 
two,  from  excessive  fatigue,  had  been  unable  to 
proceed,  and  had  stopped  the  day  before  their 
companions  had  been  taken  up  by  the  fishing- 
boat. 

To  seek  these  unfortunates  a  boat  was  dis- 
patched, provided  with  such  comforts  as  were 
necessary.  The  man  who  met  with  the  super-^ 
cargo  was  sent  in  the  whale  boat,  and  they 
proceeded  to  the  spot  which  Mr.  Clarke  had 
described  as  the  place  where  they  lost  sight  of 
their  companions ;  but,  after  a  long  search, 
they  only  found  some  trifling  articles,  and 
these  being  bloody,  it  was  naturally  imagined 
they  had  been  killed  by  the  natives,  whom,  in 
the  course  of  their  long  march,  they  had  found 
frequently  very  kind,  and  at  other  times  on  the 
contrary  very  savage. 

Mr.  Clarke,  and  the  two  other  people,  were 
very  much  exhausted,  but  every  care  being  paid 
to  their  situation,  they  quickly  recovered. 

The    Britahnia    anchored    between    the    heads 
from  Ireland,  on  the  27th,    with   150  male  and 
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50  female  convicts  from  that  kingdom,  and  an 
officer  and  25  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales 
corps. 

The  same  day  the  Francis,  and  a  long  boat 
named  the  Eliza,  sailed  to  bring  away  the  re- 
mainder of  the  ship's  company  belonging  to  the 
unfortunate  Sydney  Cove. 

The  settlement  was  now  much  distressed  for 
canvas,  the  best  boat  being  in  the  Hawkesbury, 
it  became  requisite  to  dismantle  another,  and 
thus  furnish  sails  to  bring:  her  round. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  the  ship  Ganges  arrived 
from  Ireland,  with  convicts  from  that  kingdom, 
and  a  detatchment  of  recruits  for  the  New  South 
Wales  corps. 

The  Governor  now  vi^ited  Paramatta,  to 
examine  that  part  of  the  country  he  meant  to 
cultivate  on  the  public  account ;  and  to  obj;erve 
how  the  convicts,  lately  arrived,  were  provided 
for.  The  cattle  from  the  Supply  had  been  sent 
thither,  and  were  with  the  stock  at  Toongabbe, 
all  thrivino;  well. 

The  ground  proposed  to  be  cleared  on  the 
public  account,  was  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
Paramatta,  very  well  situated,  having  excellent 
ponds  in  its  vicinity.  The  deputy  surveyor  at- 
tended th^  governor,  spots  were  marked  out 
for  erecting  the  public  buildings ;  and  named 
Portland-Place. 

In  consequence  of  the  proclamation  issued 
last  month,  a  run-a-way  convict  delivered  him- 
self up,  and  another  was  taken ;  they  seemed 
half  starved ;  but  their  sulferings  were  not  suf- 
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iicient  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  offence 
in  themselves,  or  similar  ones  in  others ;  so 
strong  was  the  aversion  these  yile  characters  had 
to  work. 

On  the  26'th  of  June,  the  Reliance  arrived 
iVom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  26  cows, 
3  bulls,  and  about  6*0  sheep  an  board,  for  the 
colony.  1  wo  boys  belonging  to  the  Reliance,  on 
the  same  night  she  arrived,  carried  away  a  small 
two-oared  boat,  in  which  they  intended  to  pro- 
ceed and  join  the  natives.  To  effect  which, 
the}'-  took  a  boat-cloak  to  sleep  in,  a  pair  of 
pistols,  a  small  quantity  of  gun-powder,  and 
60  cakes  of  portable  soup ;  but  being  pursued, 
they  were  brought  back  again. 

The  inhabitants  of  Sydney  were  assessed  to 
supply  thatch  for  the  new  goal,  and  the  building 
was  enclosed  with  a  strong  high  fence.  It 
was  80  feet  long,  the  sides  and  ends  were  of 
strong  logs,  a  double  row  of  which  formed  each 
partition.  The  prison  was  divided  into  23 
cells.  The  floor  and  the  roof  were  logs,  ovey 
which  was  a  coat  eight  inches  deep  of  clay. 

On  the  5th  of  July  the  Francis  arrived  from  the 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  with  all  the  crew  ex- 
cept six,  who  were  left  to  protect  that  part  which 
was  saved  of  the  cargo.  A  violent  storm  arose 
on  the  17th,  which  rooted  up  many  large  trees, 
and  blew  down  several  chimnies.  The  vanes  of 
ji  windniill  were  torn  by  the  wind,  and  even  the 
ships  in  the  cove,  brought  their  anchors  home. 
On  the  7th  of  August,  the  Francis  sailed  for 
5*Jorfolk   Island   with   provision^,    but  the   wincj 
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left  her  before  she  cleared  the  harbour,  when 
some  of  those  on  board  got  intoxicated,  and 
desired  to  bring  a  boat  on  shore,  which  was  of 
course  rt^fused ;  in  consequence  of  this,  one 
of  the  crew  fired  a  pistol  and  wounded  a  sea- 
man, and  for  this  he  was  brought  on  shore, 
though  not  in  a  way  agreeable  to  his  desires. 
A  whale-boat  was  sent  with  Mr.  Bass,  to  dis- 
cover a  stratum  of  coal  found  by  Mr.  Clarke, 
two  days  before  he  was  taken  up  by  the  fishing 
boat.  Mr.  Bass  met  with  it  seven  leagues 
Southward,  and  found  it  extended  for  nine  miles 
to  the  breadth  of  eight  feet.  On  the  27th,  a 
young  native,  said  to  have  committed  murder, 
underwent  the  encounter  of  that  revenge  usu- 
ally exhibited  on  •those  occasions.  In  the  com- 
bat two  spears  went  through  his  hand,  when  his 
friends  rushed  on  his  adversaries,  defeated  them, 
and  broke  their  spears.  Benniilong  was  now 
accused  of  the  murder  of  a  native  woman,  because 
she  told  her  friends,  when  at  the  point  of  death, 
that  she  dreamed  Benniilong  had  killed  her ;  but 
he  protested  he  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  wo- 
man, having  never  seen  her. 

A  piratical  misfortune  occurred  in  the  begin- 
ning of  September ;  a  boat,  named  the  Cum- 
berland, on  her  passage  with  stores  to  the 
Hawkesbury,  was  boarded  by  some  persons  in 
a  small  boat,  and  joined  by  some  of  the  crew. 
Four  not  wishing  to  escape  in  this  way,  were 
put  on  shore  near  Broken  Bay.  'I  he  boat  then 
put  off  to  sea,  and  those  landed  hastened  to 
Port  Jackson  with  the  infiipmatlon  j  and  though 
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two  boats  went  in  pursuit  of  them,  it  was  with- 
out effect.  On  the  20th  of  September  arrived 
the  Deptford  brig  from  Madras,  on  speculation, 
principally  laden  with  spirits ;  for  as  they  at  all 
times  found  a  ready  sale  at  Sydney,  no  ship  came 
there  on  a  trading  voyage  without  a  large  portion 
of  them  in  their  cargo  ;  and  though  every  means 
that  could  be  devised  was  made  use  of,  to  prevent 
the  whole  of  them  being  brought  on  shore,  v\ays 
were  contrived  to  land  them  without  leave ;  so 
great  was  the  deterniination  to  procure  those  bane- 
ful commodities. 

Towards  the  close  of  tliis  raontii  another  excur- 
sion was  made  to  view  the  wild  cattle,  when  two 
herds  were  seen,  one  consisting  of  6'/  and  another 
of  170. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  another  boat  v/as  seized 
by  a  party,  in  which  were  included  the  three  men 
who  objected  to  going  away  in  the  Cumberland 
last  month  ;  and  though  boats  were  sent  out  after 
them  directly,  they  returned  with  the  same  want 
of  success. 

The  Rehance.  though  cleared  of  her  stores,  and 
now  quite  light,  was  found  to  admit  as  much  water 
as  before  ;  and  it  appeared  on  opening  the  ceiling, 
that  the  leak  was  in  the  guard-board  streak, 
abreast  of  the  main- mast,  the  water  rushing  in 
there  with  great  force. 

A  survey  had  been  held  on  the  Supply,  after 
which  she  was  pronounced  unfit  for  further  ser- 
vice. 

The  bricklaj^ers,  carpenters,  blacksmiths, 
and   other    labourers,    were   all   now   fully   em- 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  199 

jjloyed.  A  large  and  convenient  shop,  capable 
of  working  several  forges,  was  erecting  at  Syd- 
ney. 

The  Governor,  to  prevent  any  more  escapes 
by  means  of  boats,  ordered  all  that  might  ia 
future  be  found  not  properly  secured,  or  left 
with  rudders,  sails,  masts,  or  oars,  to  be  burnt. 
On  the  20th  of  October,  two  men  were  tried 
for  the  murder  of  a  native  lona;  accustomed  to  the 
settlement,  but  were  acquitted,  as  it  seemed 
committed  by  accident.  One  for  forgery  was 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  transported  for 
seven  years  to  Norfolk  Island.  Three  of  the  wit- 
nesses on  these  trials  were  afterwards  convicted 
of  j)erjury,  and  sentenced  to  stand  in  the  pillorv, 
with  their  ears  nailed  to  tlie  rostrum  ;  at  the 
execution  of  which  the  mob  greeted  them  with  the 
true  English  accompaniments  of  dirt  and  rotten 
eggs. 

The  20th  of  this  month  a  contest  took  place 
between  the  natives  ;  one  of  which,  desirous  of 
revenging  the  death  of  a  friend,  who  had  been 
killed  by  some  native  of  a  tribe  from  which  a 
young  man  had  just  come  amongst  them.  Dis- 
covering their  intention,  he  stood  up,  and, 
being  attacked  by  numbers,  defended  himself 
with  great  bravery,  till  being  speared  in  several 
places,  at  length  fell.  As  he  lay  on  the  ground, 
several  treacherously  rushed  on  him,  and  stab- 
bed him  repeatedly  with  a  Doo-ul.  Tims 
situated,  he  tried  to  cover  himself  with  his 
shield,     on  which,    rising  from  the  ground^    he 
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was  again  attacked,  and  received  their  speafg 
with  the  greatest  dexterity,  till  some  treacherous 
native  took  a  station  on  one  side,  and  fixed  a  spear 
in  his  back,  which  remained  there.  On  this, 
they  proceeded  a  second  time  to  rush  on  him, 
when  he  had  just  strength  enough  left  to  make 
his  escape  into  a  house,  where  he  was  kindly  re- 
ceived, but  immediately  fainted. 

The  spear  being  drawn,  and  his  wounds 
dressed,  by  a  surgeon,  in  a  few  days  he  was 
able  to  walk.  His  brother,  who  had  accom- 
panied him  to  the  battle,  stood  up  in  his  de- 
fence, and  was  wounded  both  in  the  leg  and 
thigh. 

The  principal  sufferer  in  this  affair  was  one 
named  William  and  Ann,  which  he  had  adopted 
from  a  ship  of  that  name  which  arrived  in  the 
year  1791- 

Some  of  the  women  on  this  occasion  howled 
and  cried  alternately  when  they  were  enraged, 
which  often  happened,  they  danced  and  beat 
their  sides  with  their  arms  ;  a  proof  of  their  pas- 
sions being  affected. 

On  the  31st,  an  open  boat,  from  the  Hawkes- 
bury,  which  arrived  with  Indian  corn,  had  been 
boarded  in  her  passage  by  a  party  of  natives  in 
canoes.  They  were  suffered  to  come  in  the  boat, 
when  watching  an  opportunity,  they  made  an  at- 
tempt to  seize  the  arms.  This  caused  a  struggle, 
in  which  the  boat's  crew  prevailed,  but  not 
before  some  of  these  black  pirates  had  lost  their 
lives. 
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It  was  discovered  that  a  boat  belonging  to  a 
settler,  which  had  been  stolen  some  time,  and 
was  supposed  to  have  been  driven  out  to  sea 
and  lost,  had  been  taken  by  the  natives,  after 
murdering  the  men  who  were  in  her.  The  boat, 
on  a  search  being  made,  was  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  natives. 

This  was  a  novel  circumstance,  but  it  was  too 
true ;  the  white  people  living  amongst  them  had 
been  the  instigators  of  this  mischief. 

A  bridge,  capable  of  bearing  any  weight,  was 
erected  over  Duck  river,  for  the  convenience  of 
land  carriage  between  the  towns  of  Sydney  and 
Paramatta. 

During  November,  a  scarcity  of  wheat  once 
more  visited  the  public  stores,  and  the  Governor 
ordered  a  reduction  of  that  article  till  the  crops 
were  gathered. 

The  success  which  attended  the  seizure  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  the  other  escapes  of  two 
parties  of  convicts,  tempted  14  others  to  form 
a  plan  for  taking  away  a  boat,  and  making  the 
same  effort.  Having  secreted  all  the  stores 
they  meant  to  carry  away,  the  night  for  their 
departure  was  settled ;  and  they  were  on  the 
point  of  embarking,  when  they  were  surrounded 
by  a  party  of  magistrates  and  constables,  who 
took  them  and  their  stores  into  custody ;  for 
they  had  not  proceeded  with  the  caution  neces- 
sary for  such  an  enterprize,  and  information 
•Was   given  just   in  time  to  defeat  their  project; 
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and  the  next  day  they  were  punished,  by  being 
sent  up  to  Paramatta  to  hard  labour. 

On  the  subject  of  these  mad  schemes,  the 
Governor  addressed  the  convicts,  and  afterwards 
pubhshed  an  order,  pointing  out  the  risk  which 
must  attend  such  enterprizes  ;  and  said,  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  a  few  ignorant  people  had  been 
led  to  try  them  by  the  wicked  designs  of  some 
viler  than  themselves. 

The  Irish  convicts  who  arrived  in  the  last  ship 
shewing  a  propensity  to  desert  from  work,  a  party 
of  soldiers  were  sent  to  Toongabbe,  there  to  re- 
main during  the  harvest. 

Nine  hundred  bushels  of  the  last  year's  crop, 
were  brought  round  in  the  Francis  from  the 
Xlawkesbury,  and  placed  in  the  public  store. 
Than  the  appearance  of  the  wheat  of  this  season 
nothing  could  promise  better ;  it  had  ripened 
suddenly,  owing  to  some  heavy  rains  being  fol- 
lowed by  hot  weather.  The  military  were  hired 
to  assist  in  reaping,  it  being  necessary  to  lose  no 
time  in  collecting  the  crops. 

James  Wilson,  who  had  for  a  long  time 
taken  up  his  abode  in  the  woods,  surrendered 
himself  this  month  to  the  Governor's  clemency. 
He  had  been  with  the  savages  over  different  parts 
of  the  country,  and  had  submitted  to  have  his 
shoulders  and  breast  scarified  after  their  custom. 
He  appeared  with  no  covering  but  an  apron  of 
a  kangaroo's  skin. 

The  Governcr  knowing,  from  his  former  habits, 
that    if    punished    and     sent    to    hard    labour, 
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he  would  rejoin  his  savay^e  companions,  thought 
to  make  him  useful  in  the  mode  of  living  which 
he  seemed  to  prefer ;  therefore  pardoned  him, 
and  proposed  his  attempting  to  take  the  convicts, 
who  were  at  large  in  the  woods,  just  before 
Wilson's  return,  two  of  vvhora  had  stolen  two 
mares. 

Wilson  said,  that  he  had  been  100  miles  in 
every  direction  round  the  settlement,  and  had 
seen  several  animals,  which  had  not  been  seen 
in  any  of  the  districts  ;  and  to  the  North  West  of 
the  head  of  the  Hawkesbury,  he  came  upon  a 
very  extensive  tract  of  open  and  well-watered 
country,  where  he  had  seen  a  bird  of  the  pheasant 
species,  and  a  quadruped,  which  he  said  was 
larger  than  a  dog. 

A  convict,    who  had  formerly  been  a   school- 
fellow   of    the    Rev.    Mr.    Johnson's,    had    been 
taken  into  his   service,   and  he   reposed    in    him 
the     greatest    confidence,      treating    him     with 
every    indulgence.      He    had    not    been    in    the 
service    of    Mr.  Johnson   long,    when   that  gen- 
tleman was  informed  that  his  servant  had  taken 
an   impression    of  his   store  room  key,  and  pro- 
cured another  from   it  that   would  fit  the  lock. 
Hardly   crediting    the  information,  he  was  urged 
to    furnish   an    opportunity ;    for    which   purpose 
a  constable  was  concealed   in  the  house  one  Suij-. 
day,  while  all   the  family  but  this   servant  were 
attending  divine  service.     This  plan  succeeded ; 
imagining  all  was  safe,  by  means  of   his  key,  he 
entered  the  room,  and  was  proceeding  to  plunder 
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it,  when    the    constable   seized   him    taking    the 
property. 

This  month  the  Deptford  brig  sailed  to  the 
coast  of  Coromandel. 

On  the  10th  of  December  two  of  the  natives, 
both  of  them  well  known  in  the  settlement, 
(Cdle-be,  the  friend  of  Eennillong-,  and  one  of 
another  tribe)  meeting  at  Sydney,  attacked  each 
other.  Cole-be  was  remarkable  for  his  activity, 
but  his  opponent  was  much  younger,  and  a  per- 
fect match  for  him.  Closing  on  each  other,  with 
their  clubs,  Cole-be,  who  had  not  before  gained 
any  advantage ,  and  the  handle  of  the  other's 
shield  drawing  out,  and  falling  from  his  grasp,  he 
stooped  to  pick  it  up,  when  Cole-be  struck  him 
on  the  head,  and  staggered  him,  and  followed 
his  blow  while  in  that  situation. 

Cole-be  as  conscious  this  would  acquire  him 
the  name  of  jee-run,  or  coward,  as  that  the 
friends  of  the  other  would  revenge  his  cause,  the 
consequences  might  be  serious  if  he  died,  he 
thought  proper  to  abscond,  and  the  poor  fellow 
was  taken  care  of,  but  on  the  iGth  he  died. 
During  this  time  he  was  attended  by  some  of 
his  male  and  female  friends,  particularly  two, 
Collins  and  Mo-roo-bra.'  One  of  the  nights 
when  a  dismal  song  of  lamentation  had  been 
sung  over  him,  principally  by  women,  his 
male  friends,  after  listening  with  great  attention, 
started  up,  and  siezing  their  weapons,  went  off 
determined  on  revenge  ;  knowing  where  to  meet 
with  Cole-be,  they  beat  him,  and  reserved  the 
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gratification  of  killing  him  for'  their  final  revenge, 
until  the  fate  of  their  companion  should  be  as- 
certained. The  next  night,  Collins  and  Mo- 
roo-bra  attacked  a  relation  of  Cole-be' s,  Boo-ra- 
wan-ye,  whom  they  beat  about  the  head  with  great 
crneity. 

The    murdered    native    was    buried    the    day 
after  he  died,  by  the  road  side,   below  the  mili- 
tary barracks.     He     was   placed   by    his   friends 
upon   a  large    piece   of  bark,     and    laid    into    a 
grave.       Bennillong  assisted,     placing   the   head 
of  the  corpse,    near  which  he  stuck   a  beautiful 
war-ra-taw,     and    covered    the    body    with    the 
blanket    on    which    he    died.      The    earth     was 
thrown    in    with  some    spades,     during    which, 
and   the   whole  of    the    ceremony,     the    women 
howled  and  cried  ;  this  was  the  eflfect  of  violent 
passions   into  which  the  men  threw  themselves. 
Many   spears  were  thrown,  and  some  blows  were 
dealt  with  clubs  ;  but  nothing  serious  happened  ; 
Cole-be*s  death  all   seemed  determined  on,  hav- 
ing in  so  cowardly  a  manner  killed  one  so   much 
beloved.  To  effect  which,  a  number  of  natives  met 
in  a  few  days  near  the  barracks,  at   which  time 
a  young   man,  a   relation   of  Cole-be's,  received 
many   wounds,   and  a   lad   also    related   to   him, 
(and   who  formerly  lived  with    Mr.   White,  the 
surgeon),  was  to  have  been  sacrificed,  but  he  was 
saved  by   the  appearance  of  a  soldier,  who  had 
been  sent  with  him  for  protection  ;  for  it  was, con- 
ceived, when  the  tumult  against  his  uncle  (Cole- 
be)  had  subsided;,  nothing  more  would  be  thought 
pf  him. 


206 


HISTORY  OF 


Cole-be,  knowing  that  he  must  submit  to  the 
trial  usual  on  such  occasions,  or  live  in  the  con- 
tinual fear  of  being  murdered,  determined  to 
suffer  the  affair  to  be  decided.  Having  niade 
known  his  resolution,  on  a  day  appointed,  he 
rep  ired  armed  to  the  ])!ace  near  the  barracks. 
The  violence  shewn  by  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
was  indescribable;  and  Cole-be  woidd  certainly 
have  lost  his  life,  but  for  several  of  the  military. 
Although  active  in  the  use  of  the  shield,  he  was 
overpowered,  and  falling  beneath  their  spears, 
would  have  been  killed  on  the  spot,  but  several 
soldiers  rushed  in,  and  prevented  them ;  he, 
from  the  many  severe  wounds  he  received,  being 
incapable  of  making  any  resistance.  The  soldiers 
lifted  him  from  the  ground,  and  bore  him  into 
the  barracks. 

Bennillong,  the  friend  of  Cole-be,  was  present 
at  this  meeting  ;  but,  without  intending  to  take 
any  part  in  it  either  vvay.  The  atrocity  of  his 
friend's  conduct  had  been  such  that  he  could 
not  openly  espouse  his  quarrel ;  perhaps,  indeed, 
he  had  no  wish  to  fight ;  and  if  he  could  avoid 
it,  he  would  not,  by  appearing  against  him,  add 
to  the  number  of  his  enemies.  He  was  armed, 
however,  and  without  clothing  of  any  kind,  re- 
maining a  silent  spectator,  till  the  moment  when 
the  soldiers  rushed  in  to  save  the  life  of  Cole-be. 
On  a  sudden  he  was  in  a  rage,  and  threw  a  spear 
among  the  soldiers,  which  took  effect  on  one  of 
them,  entering  at  his  back  and  coming  out  at  the 
belly,  close  to  the  naval.  For  this  he  would  in- 
stantly have  been  killed,   had   not  the  provost- 
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marshal  interfered  and  brought  him  away;  for  he 
had  received  a  blow  on  the  head  with  the  but-end 
of  a  musket. 

It  was  thought  necessary  to  confine  him  all 
night,  to  prevent  the  mischief  with  which  he 
threatened  the  white  people,  and  to  save  him  from 
the  anger  of  the  raiUtary,  and  on  the  following; 
morning  he  quitted  the  town. 

Prior  to  the  death  of  the  poor  fellow  murdered 
by  Cole-be,  the  natives  at  Sydney  were  called  to 
the  celebration  of  that  ceremony,  Yoo-lahng  Era- 
ba-diang  *. 

Bennillong  was  there,  but  returned  without  his 
wife,  being  persuaded  by  her  mother,  who  she  met 
at  the  Yoo-lahng,  to  leave  her  husband.  Bennil- 
lono;  was  no  favourite  with  even  the  females  of  his 
own  country  ;  and  those  unfortunate  enough  to 
be  with  him  for  any  time,  were  known  to  be  actu- 
ated by  fear  of  his  brutality. 

The  b.ouse  of  John  Mitcham,  a  settler,  and  a 
stack  of  wheat,  were  set  on  fire  by  three  villains. 
The  poor  man  owed  above  30l.  which  the  con- 
tents of  his  wheat-stack  was  meant  to  discharge ; 
but  now,  besides  being  cruelly  beaten,  he  had  to 
make  a  fresh  beginning  in  the  world,  and  that 
Yery  much  involved.  The  man  knew  not 
who  were  his  enemies ;  for  two  of  them  had 
blackened  their  faces,  and  the  other  was  a 
stranger. 

An  order  was  issued,  with  an  offer  of  condi- 
tional   freedom,     and    permission    to    become  a 

*  See  pages  from  12  to  15. 
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settler,  to  any  convict  who  would  give  inforlnatiotl 
to  convict  the  ofienders. 

As  much  mischief  had  been  done  by  dogs 
among  the  hogs,  sheep,  goats,  and  fowls,  an 
order  was  issued  limitting  the  number  kept  by 
each  person  to  what  were  necessary  for  pro- 
tection. 

Three  schools  for  the  education  of  children, 
had  been  established  at  Sydney,  and  this  being 
the  period  of  their  breaking-up  for  the  Christ- 
mas holydays,  102  clean  and  decently-dressed 
children,  came  with  their  several  masters  and 
mistresses,  and  paid  their  respects  to  the  Gover- 
nor, who  examined  the  progress  of  the  eldef 
scholars  in  vs^riting,    &c. 

On  Christmas-eve,  two  settlers  between  Syd-^ 
ney  and  Paramatta,  having  boasted  of  their 
abilities  in  drinking,  challenged  each  other 
to  a  trial  of  skill  in  that  way,  and  to  prevent  be- 
ing disturbed,  retired  to  a  wood  vi^ith  a  quan- 
tity of  spirits.  Their  abilities  by  no  means 
kept  pace  with  their  boasting ;  for  one  died  on 
the  spot,  and  the  other  was  nearly  dead  when 
taken  up. 

On  Christmas-day  information  was  given, 
that  two  seamen  of  the*Keliance  had  discovered 
the  body  of  a  soldier  (who  had  been  for  two  days 
missing,  )  lying  in  a  mangled  state,  with  his  head 
and  hands  cut  off. 

A  settler  was  fined  40s.  and  ordered  to  laboui* 
for  six  weeks,  for  disobeying  the  public  orders. 

The  commander  pf  the  wrecked  ship,  Sydney-^ 
Cove,    having  intreated   the   Governor   to  spare 
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the  Francis  to  visit  the  '.vreck,  and  the  six  men 
he  had  left  in  charge  of  what  property  was  saved. 
His  excellency  consenting,  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
month  the  Francis  sailed  with  Captain  Hamilton 
for  that  purpose. 

On  the  East  side  of  Sydney,  a  fire  broke  out 
among  the  convict's-houses,  when  three  of  them 
were  destroyed  ;  and  another  house,  at  some  dis- 
tance, was  burnt  by  some  wretches  who  the  owner 
had  displeased. 

In  December,  the  public  labour  was  covering 
the  new  store-house,  finishing  a  tower  for  a  clock 
which  had  arrived  in  the  Reliance,  building  ano- 
ther windmill,  and  completing  the  barracks  of  the 
assistant-surgeons. 

At  Paramatta  and  Toono-abbe  the  wheat  was  all 
nearly  housed.  At  the  latter  place  a  barn  had 
been  built,  90  feet  long,  with  a  floor  on  which  16 
or  1 8  threshers  could  work. 

In  January,  1/98,  the  prisoners  who  arrived  in 
the  last  ships  from  Ireland  had  become  so  trouble- 
some, and  so  dissatisfied,  that,  without  the  most 
rigid  treatment  it  was  not  possible  to  make  them 
do  any  work.  Added  to  the  natural  viciousness 
of  their  propensities,  the}^  formed  a  stupid  opinion 
that  there  existed  a  colony  of  white  people  in 
the  country  S.  W.  of  the  settlement,  distant  only 
between  3  and  400  miles,  in  which  they  assured 
themselves  of  finding  every  comfort  without  la- 
bour, which  to  people  of  this  description  seemed 
to  promise  every  happiness  that  ignorant  indo- 
lence could  devise. 

NO.  VI.  E  E 
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In  consequence  of  this  idea  a  plan  was  formed 
for  effecting  an  escape  from  the  colony,  and 
meant  to  be  executed,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  stock 
of  provisions  could  be  obtained. 
V  The  Governor  receiving  information  of  these 
intentions,  desired  a  Magistrate  to  go  to  Toon- 
gabbe,  where  the  principal  malcontents  were 
employed,  and  shew  them  the  danger  to  which 
such  a  step  would  expose  them,  and  to  acquaint 
them  that  the  Governor  would  allow  any  four 
to  proceed  as  far  as  they  should  find  inclined, 
with  what  provisions  they  could  carry,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  their  lives,  he  vvould  order 
three  other  people,  accustomed  to  the  woods, 
and  acquainted  with  the  savages,  to  accompany 
and  lead  them  in  whatever  direction  they  should 
point  out. 

On  inquiry,  it  appeared,  that  the  history  of  the 
supposed  settlement  had  originated  from  a  strange 
unintelligible  account,  which  one  who  left  his 
work,  and  lived  with  the  natives,  had  collected 
from  the  mountain  savages. 

A  short  time  demonstrated  the  effect  of  the 
Governor's  address.  He  received  information 
that  numbers  of  them  were  assembling  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  in  quest  of  the  new  set- 
tlement. His  Excellency  directed  a  party  of 
armed  constables  to  secure  as  many  as  they 
were  able ;  and  sixteen  were  taken  and  put  into 
confinement ;  they  appeared  to  be  quite  igno- 
rant where  they  were  going  ;  but  observing 
both  obstinacy  and  ignorance,  the  Governor 
conceived  that  he  could  not  use  any  argument 
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more  likely  to  convince  them  of  their  folly 
than  by  ordering  a  severe  corporal  punishment 
to  be  inflicted  at  Sydney  on  those  who  appeared 
to  be  the  principals  in  this  business,  which  was 
put  in  execution  ;  seven  of  them  received  two 
hundred  lashes  each ;  the  remainder,  after  being 
punished  at  Paramatta,  were  sent  to  hard  labour, 
and  well  looked  after. 

The  necessity  of  checking  this  spirit  of  emigra- 
tion, determined  the  Governor  to  convince  them, 
by  their  own  experience,  of  the  dangers  attend- 
ing it,  he  therefore  ordered  four  of  the  strongest 
among  them  to  be  chosen,  and  prepared  for  a 
journey  of  discovery.  They  were  to  be  accom- 
panied by  three  men,  who  were  to  lead  them 
back,  when  fatigued  and  exhausted  with  their 
journey,  over  the  very  worst  and  most  dangerous 
parts  of  the  country  ;  but  this  plan  was  no  sooner 
settled,  than  the  Governor  was  informed  that  a 
party  concerted  with  the  four  fellows  elected,  to 
meet  them  at  a  particular  place,  and  there  murder 
the  persons  intended  as  their  guides,  possess 
themselves  of  their  arms  and  provisions,  and  after- 
wards pursue  their  own  course.  This  infernal 
scheme  was  counteracted  by  an  addition  of  four 
soldiers  to  the  guides ;  and  on  the  1 4th  they  set 
off  from  Paramatta. 

On  the  24th  the  military  brought  back  three 
of  the  fellows,  who,  having  gained  the  foot  of 
the  first  mountains,  were  so  completely  sick  of 
their  journey,  and  the  prospect  before  them, 
that  they  intreated  the  soldiers  to  return,  who 
were  ordered  to  leave  them  at  this  place  to  the 
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direction  of  the  guides ;  only  one  man  expressed 
a  determination  to  penetrate  further  into  the  coun- 
try,  and  was  left  with  them  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  transactions  of  the  2d  of  October,  it  will 
be  seen  a  boat  had  been  carried  off  by  some  who 
were  supposed  to  have  taken  her  out  to  sea,  but 
they  were  now  heard  of.  Ovven  Cavanagh,  a  free 
man,  had  a  boat  which  he  employed  in  conveying 
grain  from  Hawkesbury  to  Sydney.  On  the  10th 
of  this  month,  he  informed  the  Governors  that  a 
short  time  before,  his  boat  had  been  boarded  off 
Mullett-Island,  by  the  people  v^ho  stole  the  set- 
tlers, and  carried  her  off,  and  another  with  50 
bushels  of  grain,  which  was  bringing  to  Sydney, 
One  v^ho  had  against  his  wish,  been  a  party  in 
the  first  seizure,  now  left  them,  and  returned 
with  Cava,nagh  ;  and  gave  the  following  account 
of  their  proceedings : 

'^  Having  made  the  capture,  they  proceeded  to 
the  Southward,  with  the  idea  of  reaching  the 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove.  For  their  guide  they 
had  a  pocket  compass,  of  which  hardly  one  man 
of  the  fourteen  knew  the  use.  In  this  boat  they 
were  twice  thrown  on  shore,  and  at  length 
reached  an  island,  where  they  fortunately 
found  many  birds  and  seals,  or  they  must  have 
perished.  Frorn  the  hardships  they  underwent, 
they  would  have  returned,  had  they  expected 
their  punishment  would  have  been  any  but 
death.  Not  finding  it  possible  for  such  a  num- 
ber of  beings  to  continue  in  one  mind,  or  to 
furnish  food  in  their  miserable  situation  for  so 
jTiany,  they  thought  prosier  that  one  half  should 
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deceive  the  other,  and  while  these  were  asleep, 
these  who  were  prepared  took  away  the  boat, 
leaving  their  seven  unsuspecting  companions  on  a 
desolate  island,"  the  situation  of  which  this  man 
could  not  describe  so  as  to  enable  it  to  be  found. 
Their  number  reduced  to  seven,  they  thought 
themselves  in  danger  near  this  port ;  they  had 
been  lurking  for  some  time  near  Broken  Bay, 
with  a  view  of  stealing  a  better  boat  loaded  with 
grain,  which  they  effected,  first  by  taking  the 
boat  of  Cavanagh,  by  means  of  which  he  had 
long  been  enabled  to  support  his  wife  and  children ; 
securing  him,  they  took  possession  of  a  smaller 
boat,  with  above  50  bushels  of  wheat.  Finding 
Cavanagh's  the  largest  and  best,  they  ran  out 
from  the  land,  and  shifted  their  prisoners  into  the 
smaller  boat,   and  stood  off  to  the  Northward. 

Wilson  lately  came  from  the  woods,  and  among 
other  information  mentioned  finding  above  50 
skeletons,  which  the  natives  said,  were  those  of 
white  men,  who  had  lost  their  way  ;  which  was 
corroborated  by  old  shoes,  &.c.  lying  about. 

On  the  20th,  the  Francis  returned.  Previous 
.to  his  departure  for  the  wreck,  Capt.  Hamilton 
informed  the  Governor  that  she  had  on  board 
7000  gallons  of  spirits,  and  wished  to  bring  back 
part  with  him  by  the  Francis.  7  he  Governor 
averse  to  the  introduction  of  spirits,  would  have 
opposed  the  application ;  but  it  being  known  in 
the  colony,  that  a  quantity  of  this  article  had  been 
saved,  and  that  the  island  abounded  with  kanga- 
roos and  birds,  he  thought  these  circumstances 
would  not  only  have  led  to  desertions  and  captures 
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of  boats,  which  had  been  effected,  but  hkely  to 
prove  temptations  to  similar  practices  ;  tie  there- 
fore agreed  to  purchase  3500  gallons  of  the  rum  of 
Capt.  Hamilton^  on  account  of  Government. 

Capt.  Hamilton  said,  that  of  the  other  articles 
taken  on  shore  from  the  wreck,  a  small  quaiitity 
of  coarse  cloth  only  had  been  preserved,  as  the  re- 
mainder was  destroyed  by  wind  and  bad  weather. 
The  wreck  was  quite  washed  away.  Of  the  six 
Lascars  who  were  left  with  the  property,  one  died ; 
the  five  were  in  good  health.  Capt.  Hamilton 
left  a  cow,  which  died  ;  but  a  mare  was  brought 
away  in  the  Francis.  The  Lascars  had  lived  by 
killing  kangaroos  and  birds.  They  had  erected  a 
smoak-house,  and  cured  meat  enough  to  serve  them 
the  ensuing  winter.  These  people,  provided  only 
with  a  small  boat,  made  several  excursions ;  and 
it  appeared  that  this  part  of  the  coast  of  New 
South  Wales  was  formed  by  a  group  of  islands, 
reaching  as  far  as  they  had  seen  to  the  Westward. 
From  these,  and  observations  he  had  made  when 
on  that  part  himself,  the  Governor  conceived  it 
highly  probable  that  there  were  many  passages  or 
straits  through  to  the  ocean  Westward,  rnaking 
Van  Diemen's  land,  the  southernmost  part  of 
New  South  Wales,  an  island. 
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CHAP.  vn. 

JM  OTWITH  STAN  DING  the  trial  Cole-be  had 
undergone  for  the  unfair  way  of  striking  his  op- 
ponent, while  stooping  down,  of  which  blows 
he  died,  the  friends  of  that  man  did  not  think 
it  sufficient  for  his  loss.  Mo-roo-bra,  with  some 
other  natives,  met  Cole-be,  and  made  an  at- 
tack, determined  to  murder  him.  Cole-be,  still 
weak  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  last  combat, 
was  not  able  to  resist  ;  and  after  receiving  many 
blows  on  the  head,  was  thought  finally  dispatch- 
ed ;  but  Mo-roc-bra,  as  they  quitted  him,  saw 
him  revive,  and  attempt  to  rise,  so  returned  to 
finish  his  business. .  This  so  exasperated  another 
native,  that  he  caught  up  a  epear,  and  in  a  rage 
threw  it  with  great  force  at  Mo-roo-bra  :  it  en- 
tered his  right  side,  over  the  hip  bone,  and  went 
downwards  quite  through  the  body,  and  he  died 
in  about  an  honr.  The  same  evening  this  heroic 
native  was  attacked  in  the  usual  way,  and  de- 
fended himself  with  prodigious  gallantry.  He 
was  speared  twice  through  the  thigh,  once 
through  the  leg,  and  received  a  bad  wound  in  the 
right  hand. 

The  magistrates  at  Sydney,  two  in  number, 
being  much  indisposed,  the  Governor  took 
upon  himself  the  execution  of  their  troublesome 
office. 
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At  the  end  of  the  month  he  visited  Parsj-j 
matta,  to  examine  the  progress  of  the  works 
going  on  there.  During  his  Excellency's  stay^ 
an  Irish  convict,  who  had  escaped  for  some 
time,  was  brought  in.  After  wandering  about 
several  days  in  search  of  a  road  which  was  to 
have  conducted,  him  to  China,  or  the  new  ideal 
colony  of  white  people,  his  strength  failed  as 
provisions  grew  short ;  and  as  he  despaired  of 
meeting  with  relief,  he  had  sense  enough  to  re- 
verse the  written  instructions  calculated  only  to 
carry  him  out,  directing  him  to  keep  the  sun 
on  a  particular  part  of  his  body,  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  time  of  the  day.  Thus  he  tra- 
veiled  Eastward,  which  led  him  nearly  to  the 
head  of  George's  river,  where  a  few  people 
were  settled  ;  and  having  one  morning  heard 
a  gun  at  a  distance,  he  tried  to  walk  to  it, 
but  was  unable,  when  night  came  on  him, 
being  faint,  he  took  a  little  flour  from  his 
pocket,  and  sprinkling  it  on  some  water,  drank 
it,  and  then  laid  down  to  rest.  In  the  morn- 
ing he  was  a  little  refreshed,  and  again  endea- 
voured to  get  in  the  direction  whence  he  heard 
the  report  of  a  gun,  and  soon  heard  a  man's 
voice,  on  which  he  hallooed,  and  to  his  great 
joy  was  answered.  This  man,,  who  was  a  settler, 
took  him  to  hi  s  hose,  recruited  his  spirits,  and 
brought  him  into  the  town.  Being  questioned 
how  he  found  his  way  back,  he  $aid,  "  that  a 
paper  compass  which  had  been  given  him  was 
of  no  use,  so  he  kept  his  face  toward  the  place 
■whence  the  sun  came  from  ;  but  had  not  the  hord 
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been  on  his  side,  he  must  have  been  lost,  being 
two  whole  days  without  any  food  but  a  little  flour 
and  water. 

^The  public  works  carrying  on  this  month,  were 
laying  a  new  floor  in  the  granary  at  Paramatta ; 
repairing  every  brick  building  belonging  to  govern- 
ment, which  were  all  very  much  decayed.  At  Syd- 
ney, on  the  31st,  the  building  for  that  purpose 
being  finished,  the  clock  was  put  up,  and  thus 
made  known  the  hour  to  the  inhabitants.  This 
appendage  of  public  utility,  astonished  the  natives, 
who  could  by  no  means  account  for  the  noise  it 
made  on  striking,  at  which  times  they  started  in 
the  most  anxious  fearj  till  they  became  accustomed 
to  the  sound, 

The  Francis  ac^ain  sailed  to  the  wreck  of  the 
Sydney-Cove,  on  the  first  of  February. 

Some  of  the  natives  who  dwelt  in  the  neigh-* 
bourhood  of  the  cow  pasture  plains,  told  the  Go- 
vernor that  several  of  the  wild  cattle  had  been 
killed  ;  imagining  this  to  have  been  done  by  the 
Irish  run-a-way  convicts,  a  party  of  military,  with 
Hacking,  was  sent  out  with  orders,  if  possible,  to 
secure  them.  After  an  absence  of  some  days,  they 
returned,  having  searched  the  country  round,  but 
no  traces  of  the  cattle  where  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  range  could  be  seen,  or  did  they  meet 
any  white  people.  The  natives  persisted  in  hav- 
ing seen  some  of  the  convicts  among  them,  and 
said  that  some  calves  had  been  run  down  by  them. 
This  idea  was  strengthened  by  finding  some  short 
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pointed   spears,    supposed    to  be    made   for   the 
killing  calves  caug\;it. 

On  the  f)th  of  February,  the  three  men  who  had 
been  sent  out  with  the  Irishmen,  so  desirous  of 
discovering  a  way  to  China,  returned  so  exhausted, 
that  two  of  them  were  scarce  able  to  move.  Wil- 
son, who  was  the  third,  having  been  in  the  habit 
of  travelling  in  the  woods,  kept  them  in  spirits, 
and  enabled  them  to  reach  Prospect  Hill  about 
sun-set.  Having  been  in  want  of  food  for  several 
days,  except  a  few  small  birds,  the  refreshment 
which  they  procured  had  nearly  overcome  them. 
The  Governor  sent  a  free  servant  of  his  with  Wil- 
son, who  gave  an  account  of  the  journey,  in  the 
following  very  interesting  particulars. 

"  From  Mount  Hunter  (which  was  the  highest 
land  then  known  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
distant  from  Paramatta  from  30  to  34  miles  S.  W.) 
they  departed  January  24,  travelling  S.  S.  W.  for 
18  miles,  12  of  which  was  a  fine  open  country. 
There  they  fell  in  with  the  river  Nepean,  winding 
behmd  the  cow  pasture  plains.  The  banks  of  the 
river  being  exceeding  steep  and  rocky,  they  had 
difficulty  in  crossing.  The  other  side  of  the  river 
had  a  barren  appearance  ;  during  that  day  they 
saw  a  few  kangaroos  of  a  particular  kind,  having 
long,  black,  and  brushy  tails  ;  with  a  few  birds, 
which,  from  the  length  of  the  tail  feathers,  they 
called  pheasants. 

"  On  the  25th  they  continued  in  their  course 
S.  S.  W.  about  six  miles.     They  saw  many  kan- 
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garoos  and  several  emus ;  met  with  some  natives, 
one  of  whom  engaged  to  go  with  them,  if  they 
would  halt  that  night.  This  agreed  to,  they  had 
leisure  to  examine  a  hill,  the  face  of  which  ap- 
peared white,  and  proved  to  be  a  large  cliff  of 
salt,  a  sample  of  which  they  brought  away.  The 
next  day  they  inclined  to  the  Westward,  and  went 
l6  miles  W.  S.  W.  over  a  rocky  country,  covered 
with  brushwood.  They  on  the  following  day, 
travelled  in  the  same  direction,  nearly  the  same 
distance,  in  which  they  got  to  an  open  mountain- 
ous country,  where  crossing  a  small  river,  they 
discovered  both  coal  and  lime-stone,  and  every 
step  the  scene  improved. 

''  The  28th,  they  still  went  W.  S.  W.  and  added 
to  their  distance  20  miles.  In  one  part  they 
ascended  a  hill,  from  which  they  obtained  a  view 
of  the  country  for  a  great  distance.  To  the 
Northward  it  seemed  to  be  open,  and  thinly  clad 
with  timber:  to  the  North-Westward  they  saw 
some  very  high  mountains,  and  apparently  good 
land :  to  the  Westward  they  saw  a  deep  break, 
which  they  thought  formed  by  a  river.  This  day 
they  met  with  a  party  of  natives,  who  were  terri- 
fied, and  ran  away  from  them.  One  "of  the  party 
followed  and  came  up  with  a  woman  and  child, 
whom  he  detained  to  tempt  the  men  to  return,  but 
though  she  remained  with  them  all  night,  the  men 
did  not  appear.  They  gave  her  a  small  hatchet  in 
the  morning,  and  sent  her  back.  Wilson,  though 
he   understood   a   little   of  the  language  of  th^ 
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mountain  natives,  could  not  comprehend  any 
thing  the  woman  said,  nor  could  she  understand 
qne  single  word  spoken  by  him. 

"  These  natives  were  clothed  with  skins  of  ani- 
ipals,  reaching  from  their  shoulder  to  their  heels, 
which  had  a  very  pleasing  effect. 

"  The  29th,  they  travelled  24  miles  in  the  same 
4irection.  The  first  four  miles  the  country  was 
not  good,  being  rocky  and  covered  with  low  shrubs, 
and  intersected  with  creeks,  appearing  to  run  to- 
wards some  river.  At  the  head  of  these  creeks 
they  saw  several  water  falls,  one  fell  40  feet,  and 
two  others  20  feet  each.  They  now  proceeded 
Northward  12  miles,  intending  to  get  round  the 
heads  of  the  creeks,  but  fell  in  with  more.  They 
then  determined  to  keep  W.  S.  W.  but  found  the 
country  rocky  and  barren.  They  then  saw  a  tree 
which  they  had  not  before  noticed,  about  the  size 
of  an  apple  tree,  the  leaves  of  which  were  of  a 
light  blue,  and  the  bark  resembled  that  valuable 
production  of  nature,  the  mahogany  tree. 

"  The  party  were  now  nearly  exhausted,  having 
had  nothing  to  eat  for  two  days,  except  a  rat. 
Wilson  was  unwilling  to  go  forward  ;  but  his  com- 
panions were  now  become  veiy  unwell,  and  wished 
themselves  safe  home  again. 

"  The  30th,  they  continued  1 6  miles  in  the  same 
direction  of  W.  S.  W.  In  the  course  of  the  day, 
they  fell  in  with  the  head  of  a  river  nearly  as  large 
^s  the  Hawkesbury,  appearing  to  run  from  S.  E  to 
N.  W,     Its  banks  were  so  rocky  and  steep^  that 
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they  would  have  found  infinite  difficulty  in  des- 
cending them  ;  to  which  they  were  strongly  invited 
by  the  appearance  of  a  level  open  country  on  the 
other  side;  and  Wilson  proposed  making  a  canoe 
to  cross  over  with  ;  but  the  others  were  so  faint 
and  tired,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  but  the  rat 
and  two  small  birds  each,  that  they  were  afraid 
venture.  Their  shoes  Vvere  now  worn  out,  and 
their  feet  cut  and  bruised  by  walking,  so  at  length 
they  proposed  to  return. 

"  This  being  agreed  to,  on  the  1st  of  February, 
they  came  back  S.  E.  by  E.  and  having  walked 
nine  miles,  they  fell  in  with  many  meadows  thinly 
stocked  with  trees.  The  hills  were  slightly  covered 
with  timber,  and  they  vvere  Hght.  The  ground 
was  good  except  on  th^  tops  of  the  hills,  were  it 
was  stony.  Here  they  became  much  exhausted, 
and  though  they  saw  many  birds,  they  could  not 
approach  near  enough  to  shoot  any. 

"  On  the  2d,  they  came  E.  N.  E.  over  a  fine 
country  formed  of  meadows,  extending  some  thou- 
sands of  acres,  with  very  few  trees.  Towards  the 
evening,  having  passed  the  first  ridge  of  mountains, 
they  fell  in  with  a  number  of  kangaroos,  one  of 
which  they  killed,  and  were  much  refreshed  by  it. 

"  On  the  3d,  the  report  of  two  guns  in  the  S.  E. 
was  heard  by  them,  which  they  answered,  but  were 
not  returned.  Though  they  had  now  reached  that 
part  of  the  country  Wilson  well  knew,  they  must 
have  perished,  but  for  his  great  exertions.  Wilson 
assured  them  of  their  being  near  Prospect  Hill ; 
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which,  aftermuch  difficulty,  theyatlength  reached, 
at  the  time  they  despaired  of  ever  viewing  it." 

A  muster  took  place  on  the  14th  of  Fehruary, 
in  every  district  of  the  colony,  at  which  all  the  la- 
bourers, either  free  men  or  convicts^  v/ere  obliged 
to  appear.  The  next  morning  the  settlers  were 
(ialled  over,  prior  to  which  the  Governor  informed 
them,  that  he  had  heard  much  discontent  prevailed 
among  them  in  consequence  of  some  grievances 
which  they  complained  of.  For  these,  till  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  them,  he  was  unable 
to  apply  any  relief,  so  he  desired  they  might  be 
made  in  writing ;  and  to  save  trouble,  he  would 
direct  two  gentlemen  to  collect  from  the  settlers 
such  of  their  distresses  and  grievances  as  they 
wished  to  make  known  ;  and  assured  them,  he  had, 
from  his  own  ideas,  forwarded  a  plan  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  which  he  hoped  would  be  at- 
tended to,  and  benefit  them. 

The  women  and  children  were  then  mustered, 
and  proved  to  form  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
settlement. 

As  the  maize  ripened  the  natives  resumed  their 
depredations;  and  on  the  1.9th,  the  Governor  re- 
ceived information  from  Paramatta,  that  a  man 
had  been  murdered  near  Toongabbe,  and  three 
others  wounded  ;  and  in  a  few  days,  two  others 
were  killed  in  the  same  way,  by  the  same  natives. 
From  these  circumstances  it  became  requisite  to 
send  out  several  well  armed  parties,  and  attack 
them  where  they  could  meet  them. 
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iSIr.  Bass,  the  surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  now  re- 
turned from  an  excursion  of  12  weeks  in  a  boat 
to  the  Southward.     This  gentleman,  disliking  an 
idle  life,  and  having  a  good  constitution,  and  be- 
ing possessed  of  great  sensibiUty,  ingenuity,  and 
observation,  requested  the  Governor  to  lend  him 
a  boat,  and  allow  him  to  man  her  with  volunteers 
from  the  King's  ships  ;  proposing  to  go  along  the 
coast  to  make  observations.     The  Governor  con- 
senting, he  set  out  in  her  ;  he  persevered  as  far 
to  the  Southward  as  the  latitude  40°  00',  visiting 
every  opening  in  the  coast ;  but  only  in  one  place, 
to  the  Southward  and  Westward  of  Point  Hicks, 
finding  a  harbour    capable    of    admitting    ships. 
There  was  an  appearance  of  a  strait,  or  rather  an 
open  sea,  between  the   latitudes   of  39°  and  40° 
South,  and  that  Van  Diemen's  land  consisted  (as 
conjectured)  of  a  group  of  islands  off  the  Southern 
coast  of  the  country.  - '  ^^ 

Mr.  Bass,  on  his  return, picked  up,  on  an  island 
near  the  coast,  tfie  seven  men  who   were  part  of 
those  who  ran  off  with  a  settler's  boat,  and  had 
been   left  in  his  place  by  their  companions.     Be- 
ing incapable  of  taking  them  in  his  boat,  he  put 
them  on  the  main  land,  furnished  them  with  part 
of  his  provisions,  and  a  gun  for  their  protection. 
Two  who  were  ill  he  took  into  his  boat,  and  left 
rthe  other  five  to  march  to  the  Northward,  at  the 
distance  of  upwards  of  400  miles  from  Port  Jack- 
son. They  were  nearly  naked,  almost  starved,  and 
must  have  perished  on  the  island,  had  not  Mr.  Bass 
discovered  a  smoke  that  they  had  made  to   draw 
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his  attention  ;  which  he^    being  near^  took  for  a 
smoke  made  by  some  natives. 

On  the  26tli  of  this  month  there  was  an  unu- 
sually heavy  fall  of  rain  during  the  night. 

A  curious  notion,  was  found  to  prevail  among  the 
natives  respecting  Pe-mul-wy,  which  must  prove 
fatal  to  him.  Both  he  and  the  other  natives  en- 
tertained an  opinion,  that,  from  his  having  been 
frequently  wounded,  he  could  not  be  killed  by 
our  fire-arms.  This  fancied  security  tempted  the 
rascal  to  be  at  the  head  of  every  party  that  at- 
tacked the  maize  grounds. 

On  the  5th  oF  March,  a  court  was  held  at  Pa- 
ramatta. Writs  were  issued,  and  prosecutions  for 
debt  commenced,  and  on  the  7th  adjourned  till 
the  19th,  when  it  continued  sitting  until  the  24th. 
The  business  consisted  chiefly  respecting  debts 
contracted  between  the  retail  dealers  and  the  set- 
tlers ;  and  as  a  proof  to  what  height  this  business 
had  arrived,  it  is  only  to  state,  that  an  appeal  was 
made  to  the  Governor  in  one  cause  for  a  debt  of 
the  very  serious  sum  of  8681.  iGs.  lod.  which  was 
withdrawn  on  the  defendant  consenting  to  pay 
the  debt. 

The  Governor  having  received  from  the  set- 
tlers, by  means  of  the  two  gentlemen  he  sent  to 
them  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden  and  Mr.  Arndell), 
a  statement  of  their  grievances  and  distresses^ 
informed  them,  that  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  effects 
of  them  at  each  civil  court  held.  The  debts 
with  which  they  were  so  frequently  burdened, 
through    imposition    and    extortion,    committed 
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bj  petty  dealers  who  infested  the  colony,  added  to 
tiie  difficulties  under  A\hic]i  an  industrious  man  la- 
boured, shewed  there  wanted  some  mode  of  provid- 
ing the  necessaries  required;  there  were  grievances 
of  which  he  determined  to  get  the  better,  and  he  I'e- 
solved  to  adopt  every  means  in  liis  power  to  give 
them  relief.  To  begin  which,  he  found  it  necessary 
to  shut  many  public  houses,  which,  when  permitted, 
were  meant  as  a  convenience  to  the  people ;  but  he 
saw  they  were  the  chief  cause  from  which  many  con- 
fessed their  ruin  to  have  sprung. 

The  island  which  Captain  Hamilton  run  his  ship 
on,  to  prevent  her  sinking  with  them  at  sea,  was  now 
distinguished,  by  the  name  of  Preservation  Island. 
From  -which  the  Francis  had  arrived  with  rhe  remain- 
ing part  of  the  property.  When  she  was  unloaded, 
the  property  was  put  up  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  underwriters,  and  fetched  the  most  enormous 
prices.  The  money  that  the  settlers  should  have  ex- 
pended in  the  improvement  of  their  farms  was  thus 
thrown  away ;  and  as  the  wheat  of  the  last  sea»son  had 
been  received  into  the  public  granary,  and  paid  for, 
money  not  being  scarce,  twenty- two  shillings  were 
paid  for  a  common  cup  and  saucer. 

The  Governor  wishing  to  obtain  furtlier  informa- 
tion respecting  the  salt-hill  Wilson  and  hiscompanions 
saw  in  their  late  excursion,  he  sent  Hacking  there.  On 
his  return  he  brought  some  samples  of  various  veins 
of  salt  in  different  places,  of  10  to  12  feet  deep. 

While  out  he  was  directed  to  seek  for  the  wild 
cattle,  and  reported  that  a  icw  miles  from  the  place 
\\  here  they  were  usually  found,  he  met  with  the  most 
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numerous  herd  yet  seen;  in  Avhich  he  countetl  I/O, 
and  aftervvtirds  saw  some  stragglers.  It  was  highly 
satisfactory  to  know  that  they  m  ere  safe. 

Those  men  who  carried  oft"  the  boat  of  Owen  Ca- 
vcnagh,  were    heard  of  again.     The  end   of  this' 
month,   a  report  reached  Sydney,  that  a  piratifal 
crew  infested  the  liarbour  of  Broken  Bay,   and  the 
Hawkesbury.  The  Governor  had  a  letter  from  these  • 
men,  in  which  they  professed  to  j-epent  of  iheir  con- 
duct, and  intreated  forgiveness.     They  said,  they 
had   been   wrecked  400  miles  to  the  Northward, 
■when  they  at  last  got  on  shore,  saving  as  much  of 
Cavenagh's  boat  as  enabled  them  to  make  a  smaller 
one,   and  in  this  they  returned,   and   surrendered 
themselves,  when  they  were  confined  for  piracy. 

The  wanton  destruction  of  timber  had  brought 
forth  an  order  to  prohibit  the  cutting  it  down.  The 
practice  still  continuing,  tlie  Francis  was  sent  round 
to  the  Hawkesbury,  to  seize  a  quantity  of  timber 
which  had  been  cut  do^n  for  private  sale.  This 
seizure  was  of  consequence  at  ihis  time,  as  a  bi'ig 
was  building,  fi'oni  125  to  150  tons  burthen^  to  re- 
place the  Suppl}^  which  wa?  condenmed,  and  a  large 
boat,  the  Cumberland,  in  the  room  of  that  taken 
away  by  the  crew.  The  colony  was  now  in  such 
vant  of  naval  stores,  that  the  ruin  of  the  craft,  lately 
in  such  good  condition,  \\  as  nearly  effected.  The 
bottoms  were  destroyed  by  worms,  for  want  of  pitch, 
tar,  paint,  and  oil ;  and  to  render  the  Francis  capable 
of  going  to  Norfolk  Island,  with  the  Reliance,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  reduce  part  of  the  Supply's  sails' 
for  her  use. 

Provisions  aHd  stores  were  now  anxiously  expect- 
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«d,  as  16  montlis  had  elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  the 
last. 

April  opened  with  live  men  being  capitally  con- 
victed at  a  court  of  criminal  judicature,  of  seizing  Uvo 
boats,  with  an  intent  of  escaping.  One  was  convict- 
ed of  a  robbery;  three  were  transported  to  Norfolk 
Island  for  14  years;  one  for  7;  one  was  adjudged 
-corporal  punishment,  and  one  acquitted. 

T\\o  of  the  live,  condemned  for  seizing  tlie  boats, 
suffered  at  Sydney.  Their  companions  were  respit- 
ed at  the  place  of  execution.  They  seemed  penitent, 
^nd  confessed  the  justice -of  their  sentence,  acknow- 
ledging much  mischief  they  had  done,  and  how  much 
more  they  meditated,  had  they  not  been  taken. 

One  man,  for  robbei  v,  of  the  name  of  Mitton,  Avas 
executed  at  Paramatta,  certainly  a  fit  subject  for  ex- 
ample. He  had  been  twice  pardoned  after  sentence 
of  death ;  once  in  Ireland,  and  once  here  for  a  similar 
.offence  for  w  hich  he  now  suffered. 

Before  this  man  was  executed,  he  confessed  that 
many  robberies  had  been  concerted,  and  were  to  have 
been  committed  by  him  and  others.  He  mentioned, 
as  the  chief  instigator,  a  woman  named  Robley  (the 
w  ife  of  a  blacksmith  at  Sydney),  who  received  all 
the  property  collected  in  this  way.  Dreading  this 
discovery,  she  offered  to  accuse  others,  or  she  must 
have  been  convicted  herself. 

A  native  woman  from  the  Hawkesbury,  reported 
that  she  had  seen  the  two  mares  stolen  some  time 
since  from  Paramatta,  and  that  they  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  river.  She  also  said,  that  one 
of  the  men  who  stole  them  had  been  killed  by  the 
natives,  and  the  other  had  perished  with  hunger. 
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Hacking,  when  sent  to  the  salt-hill  last  month, 
v.-as  accompanied  by  Wilson  and  another  man,  >vho 
M-ere  directed  to  penetrate  as  ilir  into  the  counti7  as 
the  provisions  they  were  able  to  carry  would  permit. 
They  returned  from  an  absence  of  three  weeks,  and 
said  that  they  had  been  140  mile^  W.  by  S.  from 
Prospect  Hill  In  their  journey  they  travelled  over 
a  variety  of  country,  and  found  more  salt  hills.  Tiiey 
met  with  some  narrow  rivers  or  creeks,  and  some 
very  extensive  tracts  of  open  rich  ground.  They  as- 
cended hills  of  great  height,  from  which  their  pros- 
pect w-as  extensive,  and  whence  they  discovered 
mountains  rising  npon  mountains  to  the  Westward  ; 
all  exceedingly  high,  and  they  did  not  meet  a  single 
native  in  all  their  journey. 

The  Governor  wishing  to  know  the  truth  of  every 
report  that  could  improve  his  knowledge  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  this  country  contained,  he  sent  a 
party,  with  a  few  natives,  to  learn  if  there  was  any 
salt  near  Broken  Bay.  Captain  Waterhouse  under- 
taking the  search,  found  the  place  described,  and 
some  salt ;  it  was  the  produce  of  the  spray ;  the  sea 
breaking  over  the  rocky  parts  of  the  shore  in  bad 
weather,  and  draining  down  behind,  occasioned  the 
quantity  of  salt  among  the  sand,  and  on  the  rocks. 

The  settlers,  little  undeserving  the  attention  they 
met  vv'ith,  were  constantly  laying  complaints  before 
the  Governor.  A  petition  \^as  presented  from  them 
in  April,  expressive  of  the  disiress  they  were  under, 
both  from  the  high  ^^■ages  they  gave  for  working  their 
ground,  and  the  immense  price  paid  for  all  articles 
r^.Yiuisite  to  carry  on  business.  And  requested  the 
pricq  of  maize  might  be  the  same  as  last  year. 
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His  Excellency  knovN  ing  their  distresses,  and  as  he 
"was  ever  ready  to  listen  to  any  reasonable  applica- 
tions, ordered  the  commissary  to  receive  it  at  that 
price.  But  they  were  informed,  that  they  must  ex- 
pect a  reduction  in  the  price  of  grain  of  every  kind  to 
take  place. 

Another  evil  oppressed  them,  which  was  an  un- 
bounded raa;e  for  traific.  '  Even  the  delivery  of  crrain 
into  the  public  store  houses  was  completely  monopo- 
lized, and  settlers  had  few  opportunities  of  getting 
any  thing  near  the  value  for  liieir  crops,  being  ob- 
liged to  dispose  of  it  to  those  whose  greater  influence 
could  get  it  received  into  the  public  store. 

Orders  had  been  often  issued  on  this  subject,  di- 
recting the  storekeepers  to  give  the  preference  to  those 
whose  grain  was  the  produce  of  their  own  labour,  and 
to  let  favour  be  shewn  to  the  poor  settler.  These  di- 
rections had  been  often  frustrated,  from  the  know- 
ledge of  which,  the  Governor  was  completely  kept; 
on  one  occasion  the  store  at  the  Hawkesbury  opened 
to  receive  1,500  bushels  of  wheat,  and  the  whole 
was  engrossed  by  two  or  thi'ee  rich  traders,  to  the 
excHusion  of  the  farmers,  settlers,  and  others.  But 
the  Governor  directed,  that  half  the  quantity  thus 
partially  put  in,  should  be  taken  away,  and  room 
made  for  the  accommodation  of  those  so  grossly  in- 
jured. 

A  report  now  prevailed,  particularly  among  the 
Irish,  that  an  old  woman  })rophesied  the  arrival  of 
several  French  frigates,  or  larger  ships  of  war,  who, 
after  destroying  the  settlement,  ^vould  liberate  and 
ttike  away  all  the  convicts.  This  ridiculous  tale  was 
circulated  with  incredible  rapidity.     In  consequence 
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of  this,  one  fellow  at  work  in  a  gang  at  Toongabbe^ 
threw  down  his  hoe,  and  advancing  forentost,  gave 
three  cheers  for  liberty.  This  was  Avell  received  by 
his  fellow  convicts,  but  a  magisti'ate  being  at  hand,  it 
was  put  an  end  to,  by  securing  this  Avild  Irish  advo- 
cate, who  was  tied  up,  and  rewarded  by  a  sevei'e 
flogging. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  circumstance,  the  Go- 
vernor visited  Toongabbe,  and  returning  to  Para- 
matta, met  the  prophetess,  an  old  Scotch  woman, 
who,  when  she  saw  the  Governor,  held  up  her  hands, 
and  begged  he  would  for  a  few  minutes  listen  to  her, 
and  she  Avould  endeavour  to  confute  the  reports  pro- 
pagated in  her  name.  She  said,  she  had  heard  he 
was  offended  with  her ;  and  s]ie  \Mslicd  to  convince 
liim,  that  it  was  totally  false,  and  had  arisen  from  a 
nian,  who,  as  she  made  a  little  beer,  and  sold  it  to 
the  labouring  people,  had  called  for  some  one  day  at 
her  hut,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  her 
abpat  the  expected  arrival  of  ships  with  stores  from 
Enf^land.  On  this  the  old  woman  recounted  a 
jdream  she  had  the  night  before,  and  from  which  she 
was  led  to  hope  that  ships  would  soon  arrive.  Out 
of  this  conversation  and  dream,  a  story  had  been  fa- 
bricated, purporting  that  this  poor  old  creature  had 
prophesied  many  extraordinary  things. 

I  lis  Excellency  told  her  he  saw  through  the  whole, 
and  desired  she  would  no  longer  be  uneasy  about 
the  impression  the  first  account  made  on  him.  With 
this  she  appeared  highly  gratitied;  for  she  had  been 
much  distressed  before  she  had  met  with  this  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  hina  from  ^vhence  this  story  ori^ 
cinated. 
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Ofi  the  2cl  of  ]\Ia3^,  some  of  the  Irishmen  who' 
had  for  some  time  been  searching  for  a  road  to 
China,  were  brought  in  b)'  the  settlers  near  George's 
river*  They  had  wandered  through  the  woods  till 
nearly  perished  for  vrantof  food,  when  they  were  dis- 
covered in  an  unexpected  way.  Some  people  going 
from  Botany  Bay  up  George's  river,  had  lost  thenj- 
selvcs  by  following  an  arm  of  that  river  never  before 
looked  into.  During  this  mistake,  they  met  tlicse 
people,  whose  want  of  kno\vledgeof  the  country  led 
them  down  on  a  point  of  land  ])laccd  between  two 
waters,  where  they  remained  nine  days,  unable  to  re- 
turn, and  must  have  pcrisiied  had  not  au  accidental 
mistake  led  the  people  in  the  boat  to  them.  The  nar- 
rative given  of  theii-  travels  and  siirterings,  Mere  the 
same  asof  other  siuiilar  adventurers,  and  added  one 
more  to  the  nmuy  already  recounted  to  prove  that 
darinjy  foUv  and  extreme  i'^norance  must  be  actinji 
in  strong  conjunction  over  the  minds  of  those  wlio 
made  such  attempts. 

While  such  vagabontls  were  about  the  country, 
the  safety  of  all  property  was  in  danger.  A  bull- 
calf  of  an  officer  was  stolen  from  the  herd,  and 
though  rewards  were  offered  no  intbrnration  trans- 
pired. 

On  the  14th,'  die  Nautilus  Brig,  arrived  from  the 
island  of  Otaheitc,  in  great  distress.  This  little  ves- 
sel had  lost  her  passage  to  the  N.  W.  coast  of  Ame- 
lica,  and  had  been  at  Kamscatka,  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  Otaheitc.  Being  infirm  and  nearly  worn 
out,  the  master  found  it  impossible  to  repair  his  ves- 
sel at  either  of  those  places,  and  had  touched  at  Ota- 
heite  for  the  refreshments  they  required,  and  then 
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endeavoured  to  reach  this  port,  where  they  hoped  to 
receive  that  assistance  which  would  enable  them  to 
proceed  to  India. 

At  Otaheite  they  found  the  missionaries  sent  from 
England,  to  propagate  the  Christian  religion,  were 
not  on  such  a  footing  as  they  expected  to  be  with  the 
natives,  being  nearly  shut  up  within  their  little  for- 
tress. The  natives  had  used  threats^  and  made 
known  an  intention  of  taking  off  their  Avomen.  Tl>e 
arrival  of  this  vessel  in  some  degree  relieved  them 
from  the  anxiety  they  had  for  some  time  been  under, 
and  they  determined  to  leave  the  island  in  her.  M\\ 
Bishop,  her  commander,  paid  them  all  the  attention 
the  shattered  state  the  brig  permitted,  taking  on 
board  in  all,  19  men,  women,  and  children;  and 
with  great  difficulty  brought  them  safe  to  Sydney,  the 
vessel  being  so  leaky  as  to  require  the  labour  of  all 
the  company  to  keep  her  aHoat.  She  was  unable  to 
bring  them  all,  leaving  six  or  seven  on  the  island, 
Tliose  arrived,  were  treated  v.ith  attention,  and  all 
possible  relief  afforded  to  their  distresses. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  Harwell  arrived  from  England, 
with  male  convicts,  stores,  and  provisions.  The  weak 
state  of  the  public  gangs,  even  made  the  allotment  of 
villany  which  arrived  in  this  ship,  an  acquisition  to 
the  general  strength. 

The  Baruell  brought  an  account  (from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,)  of  the  Lady  Shore  transport  being 
lost  on  her  passage  to  New  South  M'ales^  \\ith  60 
convicts,  57  females,  and  3  males,  a  large  assortment 
of  stores,  and  a  company  for  the  New  South  Wales 
corps  on  board,  to  \^  horn  w  as  owing  the  loss  of  the 
bhij) ;  for  after  murdering  the  commander,  and  his 
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first  mate,  they  carried  the  ship  into  Rio  do  la  Plata, 
where  she  was  delivered  up  to  the  Spaniards.  Thank 
God  there  is  no  port  in  the  British  dominions  ever 
open  to  receive  the  traitors  of  any  country. 

In  the  Barwell  arrived  a  new  Judge-Advocate  *, 
in  the  room  of  Captain  Collins,  who  had  resigned. 
Instructions  now  came  from  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters to  the  Governor,  on  some  points  he  had  re- 
quested orders,  particularly  to  the  number  of  la- 
bouring people  who  had  for  such  a  length  of  time 
been  allowed  to  the  civil  and  military  officers  at  the 
public  expense.  These  instructions  limited  the 
number  to  two ;  and  others  they  might  be  inclined 
to  employ  were  to  be  maintained  and  clothed  by 
themselves ;  or  if  fed  and  clothed  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, to  be  paid  for  at  a  certain  rate,  either  in  the 
produce  of  their  farms,  or  otherways. 

Among  the  convicts  received  by  the  Barwell  w  ere 
some  useful  mechanics ;  a  truly  valuable  acquisi- 
tion, as  the  Governor  would  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge several  free  people. 

On  the  29th,  the  Reliance  and  Francis  sailed 
for  Norfolk  Island,  carrying  a  proportion  of  the 
stores  received  by  the  Barwell.  On  board  of  the 
Reliance  were  sent  100  casks  of  salt  provisions, 
and  1200  bushels  of  wheat. 

The  Governor  having  received  several  petitions 
and  complaints  from  the  settlers  at  Norfolk  Island, 
he  caused  the  following  order  to  be  sent  thither  for 
their  information : — 

^  From  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  of  which  th« 

*  Mr.  Ricjiard  Dore. 
7*  H  B 
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settlers  upon  Norfolk  Island  have  complained, 
difficulties  which  have  not  until  very  lately  been 
known  to  have  any  existence,  the  Governor  is  led 
to  suspect,  that  the  same  rage  for  trafnc^  and  an 
intemperate  indulgence  in  some  of  those  destructive 
gratifications  v/hich,  have  so  effectually  ruined, 
many  of  the  most  forward  and  promising  settlers  in 
New  South  Wales,  have  reached  Norfolk  Island. 

"  His  Excellency,  from  an  earnest  desire  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  island,  and  the  true 
happiness  of  its  inhabitants,  has,  since  his  arrival  in 
this  country,  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity 
of  forwarding  for  their  accommodation  a  share  of 
such  little  comforts,  as  accidental  ships  may  have 
brought  hither.  But  he  is  sorry  to  observe,  that 
instead  of  those  attentions  being  felt  as  an  advan* 
tage,  they  appear  only  to  operate  as  an  incitement 
to  more  extensive  dealings ;  a  circumstance  which 
he  foresees  must  end  in  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  set- 
tlers, for  whose  welfare  he  is  extremely  anxious.  He 
therefore  urges  them  not  to  be  led  away  from  their 
real  interest,  by  speculative  ideas,  or  a  desire  of 
indulging  in  dangerous  gratifications,  squandering 
the  whole  produce  of  their  hard  labour  in  trifleS;  or 
in  scenes  of  dissipation  which  must  eventually  end 
in  their  complete  ruin.  He  desires  that  they  will 
persevere  with  patience  in  the  management  of  their 
farms  and  the  rearing  of  stock ;  and  assures  them, 
that  he  has  taken  such  steps  as  he  hopes  will  incline 
the  Government  to  consider  the  inconveniences 
which  are  sustained  in  this  distant  part  of  the 
world,  and  induce  them  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  procure  the  colonists,    before  long,  every  Eu- 
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ropean  article  that  they  may  have  occasion  for  at  a 
very  moderate  expense ;  and  by  that  means  put  an 
effectual  stop  to  the  impositions  under  which  the  in- 
dustrious settlers  have  too  long  laboured." 

At  the  end  of  May,  the  settlers  at  the  Northern 
farms  were  much  troubled  by  the  natives,  who  came 
down  in  a  body,  and  burnt  several  houses.  This 
was  indeed  unfortunate,  as  those  farms  had  very 
great  industry  bestowed  on  them  ;  and  as  the  land 
w-as  of  a  superior  quality  it  had  not  but  for  these  sa- 
vages been  thrown  away. 

On  the  14th,  there  was  a  shower  of  hail-stones 
of  a  very  large  size,  most  of  them  measuring  six 
inches  in  circumference. 

The  Governor  went  to  Paramatta  on  the  6th  of 
June,  to  search  for  a  proper  place,  for  setthng  as 
farmers  some  of  the  missionaries  from  Otaheite, 
who  wished  to  continue  in  New  South  Wales  ;  and 
some  free  settlers  lately  sent  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment, who  with  their  famihes  arrived  from  England 
in  the  Barwell.  It  is  indeed  very  much  to  be  la- 
mented, that  a  single  ship  was  ever  suffered  to  sail 
from  England  for  this  country,  without  a  portion, 
however  small,  of  such  persons,  by  which  means 
the  country  would  have  avoided  many  of  the  mise- 
ries it  was  exposed  to,  in  having,  compg^ratively 
speaking,  none  but  convicts  to  deal  with.  On  an 
examination  of  the  country,  he  pronounced  it  supe- 
rior to  any  that  had  yet  been  seen,  and  in  quantity 
equal  to  what  was  wanted.  This  land  was  good, 
well  watered,  and  easy  to  be  cleared,  and  only  dis- 
tant from  five  to  six  miles  from  Paramatta.  Being 
satisfied  with  the  situation,  he  kindly  recommended 
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it  to  the  missionaries ;  but  some  of  them  seemed  so 
undecided  as  to  give  the  Governor  reason  to  sus- 
pect some  busy,  ignorant,  and  wicked  person  or 
other  had  been  giving  them  advice  which  might 
terminate  much  to  their  disadvantage.  However, 
several  determined  to  settle  there,  and  in  conse- 
quence received  a  portion  of  tools,  grain,  and  other 
assistance  from  the  public  stores. 

Messrs.  Campbell  and  Clarke  of  Calcutta,  not 
discouraged  by  the  fate  of  their  unfortunate  ship, 
the  Sydney  Cove,  sent  out  another,  which,  in  com- 
pliment to  the  Governor,  they  called  the  Hunter, 
■and  sent  by  her  an  assortment  of  India  goods,  and 
some  cows  and  horses.  This  vessel  arrived  on  the 
10th  of  the  month,  when  the  Governor  determined 
to  crush  if  possible,  the  spirit  of  monopoly ;  to  ef- 
fect which  he  gave  public  notice,  that  the  ship  had 
arrived  with  a  cargo  for  sale,  and  that  every  inhabi- 
tant might  have  an  opportunity  of  buying  what  their 
circumstances  would  afford,  he  directed  that  no 
part  of  the  cargo  should  be  sold  before  the  settlers 
had  made  known  to  him  what  sums  of  money  they 
could  conveniently  spare  ;  and  a  day  was  appoint- 
ed to  receive  their  accounts. 

Orders  were  given,  that  no  person  should  board 
any  ship  in  the  harbour  till  she  was  properly  secur- 
ed in  the  Cove,  and  the  master  had  been  with  the 
Governor  and  received  port  orders. 

Capt.  Hamilton,  lately  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  sur- 
vived the  arrival  of  the  Hunter  only  a  few  days. 
He  never  completely  got  the  better  of  the  distresses 
he  suffered  on  the  loss  of  his  ship,  and  as  the  truly 
worthy  man  generally  gains  esteem,  though  only  a 
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short  time  in  the  country,  he  died  mucli  regretted  by 
all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with 
him. 

Complaints  having  been  made,  that  the  people 
who  brought  grain  from  the  Hawkesbury  to  Syd- 
ney, were  practising  numerous  impositions  on  the 
farmers,  by  false  measures  ;  the  Government  de- 
termined to  put  a  stop  to  such  robbery;  directed 
the  magistrates  of  Sydney  and  Paramatta  to  order 
all  measures  to  be  brought  to  Sydney,  to  be  proved 
and  marked  ;  and  made  known  that  any  measure 
used  without  such  mark  would  subject  the  owner 
to  a  prosecution. 

The  want  of  a  vessel  for  a  more  frequent  in- 
tercourse with  Norfolk  Island,  having  been  felt, 
the  commanding  officer  constructed  a  small  decked 
beat,  sloop  rigged,  which  arrived  at  Port  Jackson 
on  the  15th;  but  for  the  want  of  a  harbour  at  that 
island,  she  was  launched  from  the  shore,  and  ob- 
liged to  proceed  directly  to  sea.  In  consequence 
of  which  she  proved  very  leaky;  but  as  two  pumps 
had  been  fitted  on  board  her,  they  were  able  to 
keep  the  water  under. 

The  maize  harvest  was  all  got  in  during  June : 
but  some  buildings  were  retarded  by  the  rains 
which  fell  at  the  latter  end  of  it. 

The  situation  of  the  Governor  and  other  officers, 
employed  in  the  Government  of  the  country,  must 
have  been  particularly  distressing :  ever  anxious  to 
protect  the  good,  and  to  prevent  and  punish  the 
vile,  who  on  their  part  were  racking  their  too  pow- 
erful inventions  to  elude,  if  only  for  a  moment,  the 
paternal  care  which  the  government  took  of  its 
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subjects.  Perhaps  if  we  look  back  in  history  we 
may  account  for  the  origin,  increase,  and  growth 
of  despotic  governments ;  from  the  same  causes  as 
that  vileness  too  general  among  the  ignorant,  must 
have  caused  an  increase  of  severity  in  those  regula- 
tions first  established  for  the  good  of  the  whole, 
and  thus  form  eventually,  that  climax  of  despo- 
tism, which  in  the  more  modern  periods  of  history 
are  found  overthrown. 

On  the  1st  of  July  arrived  the  Cornwall,  South- 
ern whaler,  the  master  of  which  brought  an  ac- 
count that  some  Spanish  cruizers  had  appeared  off 
Cape  Horn,  the  whalers  of  the  Southern  fishery 
were  directed  to  pass  into  these  seas  during  the 
war.  This  ship  was  followed  by  two  others,  the 
Eliza  from  theCape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Sally. 

This  circumstance  promised  some  advantages  to 
the  settlement.  The  whale  fishing  on  the  coast 
would  most  certainly  be  effectually  tried,  and  the 
existence,  and  positions  of  shoals,  harbours,  or  ri- 
vers, be  ascertained. 

Having  in  a  few  days  refitted,  the  3  whalers 
sailed  on  their  fishing  voyages.  Previous  to  which, 
the  Argo,  an  American  schooner,  arrived  from  the 
Isle  of  France,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  salt  pro- 
visions, French  brandy,  and  other  articles  on  spe- 
culation ;  which,  as  usual  in  this  country,  found  a 
ready  sale,  much  more  to  the  advantage  of  the 
owners  than  the  colonists.  As  this  ship  came  from 
the  Mauritius,  the  Governor  entertained  some  jea- 
lousy, certainly  founded  on  probability ;  and,  as  it 
w^s  not  any  ways  impossible,  that,  under  neutral 
colours,  a  spy  might  be  concealed,  he  thought  it 
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requisite  to  put  the  battery  on  Point  Maskelyne, 
into  a  more  secure  state,  and  to  construct  two  re- 
doubts in  proper  and  convenient  situations  for  of- 
fensive and  defensive  warfare,  should  it  prove  re- 
quisite. 

On  the  18th  arrived  the  Britannia  whaler  from 
England,  with  94  female  convicts,  who  being  land- 
ed, some  were  sent  to  Paramatta  and  Toongabbe. 
The  cattle  that  were  brought  in  the  Hunter,  were 
at  this  time  sold  by  auction,  and  w  ere  not  greater 
objects  of  contest  than  the  newly-arrived  females, 
as  the  number  of  that  sex  in  the  colony  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  men. 

The  Reliance  and  Francis  returned  the  25th  and 
27th  of  this  month,  from  Norfolk  Island,  having 
been  absent  60  days  ;  the  Reliance,  on  her  passage 
back,  meeting  with  blowing  weather  and  much  sea 
all  the  way. 

By  her,  the  commanding  officer,  wrote  from 
Norfolk  Island,  that  a  most  improper  association 
had  been  entered  into  by  the  settlers  and  others, 
which  they  termed  the  Fraternal  Society  of  Nor- 
folk Island ;  and  which,  among  others,  had  for  its 
object  the  uniting  for  the  purpose  of  distressing  the 
Government,  by  withholding  the  produce  of  their 
farms  from  the  store  ;  in  consequence  of  some  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  the  store-keepers,  who  suf- 
fered the  same  monopoly  to  take  place  there,  as  w  as 
complained  of  at  Sydney.  They  wrote  at  the  same 
time  to  the  Governor,  denying  giving  any  name  to 
their  meeting,  but  heavily  complaining;  that, 
*'  after  much  expense  and  trouble  in  rearing  swine, 
the  storekeepers  would  not  receive  it." 
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The  Governor  highly  and  justly  censured  this 
manner  of  assembling,  and  in  a  printed  notice 
which  he  sent  to  them,  told  the  inhabitants,  that  if 
they  felt  any  grievance,  whether  real  or  supposed, 
they  must  submit  their  complaints  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  settlement,  by  one  or  two  persons 
elected  for  that  purpose,  and  not  by  a  numerous 
body  of  people.  Every  other  mode  of  attempting 
to  gain  redress  was  illegal,  and  could  only  tend  to 
expose  those  who  might  be  concerned  therein  to  a 
very  considerable  degree  of  danger,  which  he  w  ould 
most  undoubtedly  inflict. 

In  the  course  of  this  month  was  tried  an  incorri- 
gible offender,  John  Raynor,  who  was  convicted  of 
house-breaking,  and  accordingly  executed,  which 
fate  he  had  often  merited.  He  left  a  letter  previ- 
ous to  his  execution,  in  which  he  enumerated  many 
of  the  offences  he  had  committed,  and  denied  some 
w  ith  which  he  had  been  charged. 

Various  complaints  were  made  of  the  profligacy 
of  the  women  ;  ^ho,  from  having  met  too  much  in- 
dulgence on  account  of  tlieir  sex,  were  grown,  as 
might  be  naturally  expected,  so  idle  and  insolent, 
that  they  would  not,  unless  forced,  do  any  thing  but 
nurse  their  children ;  an  excuse  very  few  were 
without.  If  their  value  might  be  estimated  by  the 
fineness  of  the  children  with  which  they  had  prodi- 
giously increased  the  numbers  in  the  settlements, 
they  would  have  been  found  deserving  every  care 
and  attention  ;  but  their  vices,  too  conspicuous  and 
prominent  to  admit  of  much  palliation,  rendered 
them  objects  of  detestation. 

The  heavy  rains  which  had  fallen  this  month  and 
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last,  havino;  much  damaged  tlie  public  road  betueen 
Sydney  and  Parciniatta,  two  gangs  were  employed  . 
in  repairing  them.     The  weather  was  much  colder   ' 
than  usual  at  this  season,  and  in  the  interior,  there 
was  a  sharp  frost  during  the  night. 

An  order  havino;  been  g;iven  in  the  besinninti:  of 
August,  for  assembling  the  court  of  civil  Judicatin^e, 
a  recommendation  to  the  inhabitants  was  added, 
"  that  when  any  bargain,  contract,  or  agreement, 
was  made  between  any  party  or  parties,  on  any 
subject  whatsoever,  the  same  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  specifying  in  direct  and  clear  terms  what 
the  nature  of  such  bargain  or  contract  might  be,  and 
causing  the  same  to  be  properly  witnessed,  and  sub- 
scribed by  the  })arties  concerned.''  This  measm'e 
was  to  prevent  disputes,  litigation,  and  njisundcr- 
standino-s  amonn;  them,  and  to  avoid  tlie  inconveni- 
ence  v.'hich  the  members  of  the  court  experienced, 
when  convened,  from  the  loose  and  careless  num- 
ner  in  which  business  was  brought  before  them. 

On  the  1st  of  this  month  the  res;ulation  relative 
to  the  number  of  public  servants  which  the  oflicers 
were  allowed  to  retain,  commenced. 

It  now  became  too  obvious,  that,  instead  of  em- 
ploying each  Sunday  in  the  performance  of  tliose 
duties  for  vvliich  that  day  was  set  apart,  it  n  as  passed 
in  committing  every  vile  act  of  dissipation,  the  over- 
seers of  the  gangs  were  ordered  to  see  their  men 
mustered  every  Sunday  morning,  and  to  attend 
with  them  at  church.  The  superinteiidants  and 
.constables  were  to  see  this  order  complied  with, 
and  that  the  women  (who,  as  in  all  cases  when  tlicy 
are  really  bad,  are  much  worse  than  the  men)  \\q\:q. 

r-  II 
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strictly  looked  after,  and  made  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice regularly.  And,  as  example  was  thought 
might,  (as  in  most  cases,)  do  something,  the  officers 
were  ordered  not  only  to  send  a  number  of  tlieir 
servants,  but  they  were  all  called  on,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, to  assist  in  the  execution  of  this  order  ;  and 
the  magistrates  were  required  to  pay  their  attention* 
in  compelling  a  proper  obedience  to  it,  by  prevent- 
ing the  opening  of  the  public  houses  during  ilivine 
service,  as  well  as  any  other  irregularity  on  that  day. 

On  the  20th,  arrived  tiie  Pomona  and  Diana, 
whalers  belonging  to  the  Southern  fishery. 

The  Governor  desirous  of  having  that  part  of  the 
coast  surveyed  in  which  a  strait  was  supposed  to 
'  exist  (between  the  latitude  of  39''  00'  S.  and  the 
land  [)reviously  deemed  the  Southern  Promontory 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  called  Van  Diemen's 
land),  his -Excellency  resolved  to  send  Mr.  Bass, 
and  Lieut,  pliiiders  of  the  Reliance,  on  that  ser- 
vice, in  the  small  decked  boat  which  lately  arrived 
from  Norfolk  Island,  which  M'as  named  the  Nor- 
folk, after  the  Island  on  which  she  was  built,  for 
which  purpose  she  was  properly  fitted  up. 

The  powder  magazine  having  been  found  to  be 
in  an  insecure  and  dangerous  state,  the  powder 
was  removed  ou  board  the  Supply.  This  indeed 
was  very  necessary,  for  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  break  open  the  door  of  the  magazine. 

The  mind,  fatigued  by  the  enormities  of  the  con- 
victs, will  at  least  iind  relisf  by  contemplating  the 
transactions  of  those,  from  whose  nature  nothing 
but  savage  actions  can  well  be  expected,  for  in  this 
way  the  natives  now  claim  attention. 
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A  young  female,  related  to  Bennillong,  who  had 
resided  from  infancy  ^t   Sydney,   was  shockingly 
murdered  ;  and  a  native  of  Botany  Bay  had  driven 
a  spear  through  the  body  of  a  lad  called  Nanber- 
rey.    The  name  of  the  girl  v^as  War-re-wecr  ;  but 
to   distinguish  her,   as  there  Mere  others   of  tliat 
name,  an  addition  was  made  founded  on  a  perso- 
nal defect,  she  being  blind  of  one  eye,  she  was  call- 
ed War-re-weer  Wo-gul\Mi  (one  eye.)     The  girl 
being  killed,  and  Nanbarrey  wounded,  caused  great 
violence    from  their  friends,   among  which   were 
Cole-be  and  Bennillong  ;  the  former  m^eeting  with 
the  man  who  vvounded  the  boy,  revenged  the  treat- 
ment he  received  so  completely  that  the  murderer 
died  of  his  wounds  the  next  morninrr.     Bennillon'>> 
in  consequence  of  this,    was  attacked  when  alone 
by  two  m.en,  and  defended  himself  with  the  great- 
est address,  and  v\  ould  have  defeated  both,  had  they 
kept  fairly  in  front ;  but  one  of  them,  with  the  trea- 
chery very  common  to  those  savages,  skulked  be- 
,  hind,  and  threw  a  spear  with  such  violence  that  it 
entered  his  side  seven  inches  into  the  cavity  of  his 
body.  J  le  was  taken  on  board  the  Reliance,  where 
at  iirst  the  wound  was  attended  with  very  unlli- 
vourabls  symptoms  as  nothing  remained  on  hi§ 
stomach. 

As  the  death  of  the  young  man  slain  by  Cole-be 
was  of  course  to  be  revenged,  a  body  of  the  South-* 
ern  natives  fought  those  of  Sydney  for  tliat  purpose 
a  lew  days  after.  The  contest  was  carried  on  with 
much  desperation  on  both  sides;  three  natives  were 
killed,  and  many  vvounded,  among  whom  was  Ben- 
nillong, who,  having  recovered  of  his  wound,  ap*.. 
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peared  and   fought  on  this  occasion  for  Cole-be, 
like  a  good,  honest,  faithftd,  friend. 

The  weather,  vrliich  in  the  last  month  was  re- 
markably cold  ;  but  at  the  end  of  this  was  sultry, 
accompanied  by  higli  winds,  which  set  many  parts, 
of  the  country  on  fire,  and  destroyed  much  pro- 
perty ;  when  the  Surveyor-Generars  house,  and 
every  article  in  it,  was  consumed. 

The  Barueli  being  ready  for  sea,  sailed  on  the 
17th  of  August  for  China.  Capt,  Cameron,  her 
commander,  was  permitted  to  take  on  board  fifty 
men 'w  ho  had  completed  their  period  of  transporta- 
tion, and  kindly  offered  to  touch  at  Norfolk  Island 
for  any  purpose  the  Governor  might  wish.  By  this 
ship  My.  Campbell,  who  arrived  in  the  Hunter 
from  Bengal,  took  his  passage  to  China ;  and  by 
this  gentleman  the  Governor  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Goveinor-General  of  India,  informing  him,  that 
"  having  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  co- 
pies of  the  letters  upon  the  subject  of  raising  re- 
cruits in  this  country  for  the  army  in  India,  which 
had  been  received  iu  the  year  179G,  it  was  tiie  opl- 
iiion  of  his  Majesty's  ■Ministers,  tiiat  the  inconveni- 
encies  attending  such  a  measure  would  more  than, 
counter-balance  the  advantages  oi'  it,  and  permis- 
sion  for   that    purpose    could   not    therefore  b& 


granted. 


Indeed,  had  it  been  carried  into  execution,  the 
army  in  India  m  ould  not  have  been  much  benefited; 
since,  if  the  recruiting  ofticers  were  as  nice  as  their 
instructions  diiecteti  them  to  be  as  to  the  point  of, 
character,  sumll  would  be  the  number  of  recruits. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  reaiing  of  swine^  a$* 
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■well  as  of  every  other  live-stock,  the  settlers  and 
others  had  notice  given,  them  that  when  any  of 
them  had  prepared  any  number  fit  for  the  public 
store,  they  might  make  it  known  to  ,  the  Commis- 
sary, who  to  prevent  unnecessary  expense  or  trou- 
ble, would  inform  them  of  the  day  and  place  he 
would  receive  them.  He  was  also  at  liberty  to. 
contract  for  a  given  time,  with  any  persons  who. 
would  furnish  either  of  the  public  stores  kt  Syd- 
ney, Paramatta,  or  the  liawkesbury. 

The  Hunter  Snow,  Fern,  conjmander,  having 
found  a  voyage  to  New  South  Wales  was  no  bad 
speculation,  resolved  to  derive  some  profit  from  his 
return,  as  it  was  understood,  when  he  sailed  on  the 
20th,  that  he  was  bound  for  New  Zealand,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  spars  for  the  Bengal  market*. 

Two  men  who  had  been  exjdoring  the  country 
to  the  North  West  of  Richmondiiill  and  the  river 
Hawkesbury,  found  the  bones  of  tv.o  marcs  which 
had  been  stolen  from  Paramatta. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  Semiramis,  from 
Rhode  Island,  bound  to  Cliina,  arrived  after  a  pas- 
«sage  of  three  months  and  nine  days. 

In  tlie  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  church  on  the 
East  side  of  the  Cove  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire. 
Every  assistance  was  given,  but  ineffectually;  for  as 
Xhe  building  was  covered  with  thatch,   wiiicli  w  as 

♦  ]\Ir.  Robert  Carapboll,  who  returned  to  Port  Jackson, 
gaid,  that  Capt.  Fern  proceeded  to  the  river  'rh;ii)ies  in  New 
Zealand,  where  his  crew  cut  (iown  a  quantity  of  spurs,  hirs,e 
enough  to  load  his  vessel ;  an(i  being  short  of  hands,  he  could 
not  have  shipped  thcni,  but  that  the  natives  witla  mugh  ala- 
cfity  assisted  in  getting  them  to  the  water's  side. 
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exceedingly  dry,  it  was  completely  consumed  in  an 
bo  111'. 

Tliis  was  a  great  loss  and  calculated  to  impede 
the  progress  of  moralit}",  as  during  the  week  it  was 
used  as  a  school,  for  200  children  to  be  educated, 
under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson.  As  the  Church  stood 
alone,  and  no  person  was  suffered  to  remain  in  it 
after  the  school  hours,  there  was  no  doubt  that  it 
was  the  effect  of  design,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
order  to  enforce  attendance  on  divine  service  which 
had  been  rigidly  executed;  with  a  view  of  render- 
ing, by  the  destruction  of  the  building,  the  Sabbath 
a  day  of  as  little  decency  and  sobriety  as  any  other. 
The  perpetrators  were,  however,  disappointed  ;  for 
the  Governor,  justly  deeming  this  to  have  been  the 
motive,  and  highly  irritated  at  such  a  shameful 
act,  resolved,  if  no  convenient  place  could  be  found 
for  the  performance  of  public  worship,  that  Sunday, 
instead  of  being  employed  as  each  thought  proper, 
the  labouring  gangs  should  be  employed  that  day 
in  erecting  another  church.  However,  as  a  large 
store-house  was  just  finished,  it  was  fitted  up  as  a 
church;  and  thus  not  one  Sunday  did  this  wicked 
design  afiectthe  regular  performance  of  divine  ser- 
vice. 

A  reward  of  301.  was  offered  for  the  discovery 
of  the  oilender,  with  emancipation  to  the  informer 
if  a  convict,  and  a  recommendation  to  the  master 
of  a  ship  to  take  him  or  her  from  the  settlement. 
But  rewards  and  punishment  alike  failed  to  cfitcct 
anv  good  among  the  convicts. 
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'n  the  7th  of  October,  the  Semiramis  and  Avf^o 
sailed  for,  Chma;  and  the  Nautilus  Brig,  V\'ith  the 
Norfolk  long-boat,  sailed  for  Van  Dieincn's  lanA 
The  Nautilus,  which  had  been  in  extreme  distress 
for  every  kind  of  repair,  was  completely  refitted  ; 
but  as  two  men,  who  had  the  care  of  the  carso  with 
which  she  was  sent  out  from  India,  had  been  very 
unfortunate  through  the  bad  state  of  their  vessel, 
they  were  determined  to  try  during  this  season,  how 
productive  the  seal-fishing  among  the  islands  to  the 
Southward  would  prove. 

On  the  8th  sailed  the  Francis  for  Norfolk  Island, 
with  a  few  women  and  stores.  It  was  intended  she 
should  on  her  return,  examine  a  shoal  on  the 
Northward  of  Lord  lloAve  Island,  and,  if  possil^le, 
ascertain  the  situation  of  an  island  discovered  hy 
Lieut.  Shortland,  in  the  Alexander  transport,  and 
named  by  him  Sir  Charles  i\iidd!eton  Island. 
Lieut.  John  Shortland,  of  the  Reliance,  son  of  the 
before-mentioned  oflicer,  was  sent  in  the  Francis, 
charged  with  the  direction  of  the  vessel  on  that 
service. 

On  board  the  Norfolk  sailed  Lieut.  Flinders  and 
Mr.  Bass,  who  were  instructed  to  examine  the 
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the  strait  supposed  to  divide  Van  Diemcn's  land 
from  the  continent. 

The  gi'eat  ra^e  for, trade  before  spoken  of,  pre- 
vailing so  universal l}^  in  the  colony,  occasioned  con- 
tinual scenes  of  ceutentions  and  litigation  among 
the  inhabitants ;  so  much  that  inconvenience  was 
felt  in  the  liberties  taken  of  imprisoning  the  con- 
victs, servants  of  the  crown,  for  debts  due  to  the 
dealers,  notwithstanding  an  order  which  was  given 
by  Governor  Pinlip,  in  which  the  colony  were  in- 
formed; that  the  public  servants  (convicts)  had  no 
fj^'operty,  their  clothing,  time,  and  labour,  being  the 
property  of  Government,  and  not  at  their  own  dis- 
posal. This  order  having  wilfully  worn  out  of  recol- 
lection, it  was  become  requisite  to  renew  it,  and 
thus  prevent  that  loss  of  labour  on  the  public  works 
which  imprisoning  their  persons  must  occasion. 
Notice  was  therefore  again  given,  that  the  servants 
of  the  crown  should  not  be  imprisoned  ;  and  if  any 
person  was  desirous  of  giving  them  credit,  it  must 
be  on  the  strength  of  their  own  good  opinion  of 
such  people ;  and  it  was  now  again  to  be  generally 
understood,  that  government  would  not  dispense 
"with  their  labour  for  any  private  dealings. 

On  the  11th  in  the  evening,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  town  of  Sydney,  which,  but  for  great  care  and 
activity,  would  have'  destF03^ed  every  house  on  the 
East  side.  A  row  of  buikiings  lately  erected  for 
the  nurses,  and  others  employed  in  and  about  tlie 
liospital,  was  set  on  fire,  and  consumed ;  and  the 
flames  nearly  reached  the  boat  yard. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  the  Ann  and  Hope,  an 
Anierican  ship,  anchored  in  Botany  Bay,  contrary 


JJEW    SOUTil    WALES;  M9 

winds  having  prevented  her  reaching  Port  Jack- 
son. The  master  wanted  wood  and  water,  and  as 
three  days  proved  time  enough  to  procure  them,  at 
their  expiration  lie  sailed  for  China. 

At  the  end  of  this  month  the  Governor  made  an 
excursion  among  the  settlers  at  Hawkesbury ;  and 
while  there,  made  several  regulations  for  the  saw- 
yers, who  fixed  their  own  portion  of  the  public  la- 
bour. His  Excellency  informed  them  that  a  ses-^ 
sion  was  to  be  held  every  three  months  for  settling 
all  civil  concerns  in  future.  The  farms  he  found  in 
general  promising  the  greatest  plenty,  but  the 
houses  and  persons  of  the  settlers  wore  the  appear- 
ance of  poverty  and  beggary,  as  they  still  continued 
converting  the  produce  of  their  farms  to  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  pernicious  spirits  which  nmst 
ever  keep  them  poor  and  wretched. 

On  the  27th,  the  JNlarquis,  Cornwallis  arrived 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  cattle  on  Go- 
vernment account,  amounting  to  158  cows  and  20 
bulls,  and  a  lew  on  private  account.  ^Vhen  land* 
ed,  some  appeared  weakly ;  but  generally  speak- 
ing, they  were  in  good  health,  and  proved  a  vast 
acquisition  to  the  colony  ;  some  of  the  cows  being 
a  mixed  breed  between  the  Cape  and  English  cat- 
tle, and  the  whole  seemed  to  be  under  the  age  of 
three  years. 

At  the  same  time  arrived  the  Indispensable,  a 
Southern  whaler,  commanded  by  Mr.  \\  ilkinson, 
but  she  sailed  again  immediately. 

DurinsT  this  month  the  foundation  of  a  stone 
building  intended  for  a  church,  was  laid  at  Sydney. 
It  was  intended  to  be  loO  feet  in  length,  and  5S  iii- 
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breadth.  Similar  preparations  were  making  at 
Paramatta,  but  of  a  smaller  size  tiian  those  at 
Sydney. 

In  November  the  criminal  court  of  judicature 
met  twice,  for  the  trial  of  several  olYenders  ;  one  of 
whom  convicted  of  pcrjur3^,  stood  in  tlie  pillory 
agreeable  to  liis  sentence. 

Bennillon!;'',  who  miiiht  have  continued  livins;  at 
the  Governor's  house,  preferred  tiie  dangerous  so- 
ciety of'his  own  countrymen,  only  visiting  the  set- 
tlement when  the  recollection  of  the  comforts  he 
could  no  where  else  enjoy,  oppressed  liim  too 
powerfully.  Information  was  brought  of  his  hav- 
ing again  been  wounded  in  a  contest  with  some  of 
the  other  natives.  Eennillong  had  received  and 
recovered  of  many  wounds,  any  single  one  ofv.-hich 
woiild  have  destroyed  an  European.  The  natives 
certainly  owe  their  fdrtunate  recoveries  more  to 
their  good  habit  of  body  than  to -any  other  cause. 

A  fatal  instance  of  effects  of  improper  conduct, 
and  keen  sense  of  criniinaiit}^,  ^vas  exemplied  in  thu. 
melancholy  end  of  Nathaniel  Franklin,  tiie  Go'- 
vernor's  steward.  This  man  he  brought  from 
Endand,  and  intrusted  the  entire  care  and  ma* 
Tiagement  of  his  domestic  conceiTis  to  him.  lie- 
had  been  very  often  cautioned  by  his  lixcellency 
against  the  various  artful  and  designing  acquaint- 
-ances  he  had  formed,  and  was  particularly  desired 
to  guard  against  not  suffei-ing  liimself  to  be  led 
away  by  their  opinions.  It  appeared  he  had,  very 
unfortunately,  not  possessed  fortitude  enough  ta 
withstand  their  infernal  solicitations,  but  had  coii- 
-seuted  to  rob  his  kmd  protector^  the  Governor,,  to- 
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a  very  }arg;e  amount ;  tliiis  abiisinir  the  unlimited 
coniicicnce  lie  had  placed  in  him,  tuid  made  a  most 
iniquitous  use  of  his  name.  ^\t  length  touciied  by 
ti}e  i^lariug  inutmy  of  his  conduct,  he  I'ctired  into  a 
shrubbery  in  the  Governor's  oarden,  and  there 
shot  himself  through  the  head  ;  thus  at  once  shewr 
ing  the  divine  tralh  of  that  excellent  proverb, 
"  evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners." 

The  continual  complaints  made  daily  respecting 
the  misconduct  of  the  convict  v.omen,  made  it  re- 
quisite to  take  some  steps  vviiich  should  make  them 
clearly  understand  the  nature  of  their  situation  i\i 
the  colony,  and  the  several  duties  they  were  liable 
to  perforn^..  The  Governor  therefore  desired  every 
otiicer  or  house-keeper,  vvho  had  any  female  ser- 
vant, to  forwi.rd  to  tlie  Judge- Adv^ocate's  otlice,  the 
names  of  those  employed;  and  he  forbid  them  to 
shield  from  public  labour  any  but  those  tiiey  were 
permitted  to  retain  ;  and  if  at  any  time  they  might 
wish  to  discharge  any  such  servants,  to  send  in- 
formation of  such  dcsij^n,  w  ith  a  character  of  the 
person,  to  the  same  oiiice. 

Time  which  destroys  every  thing  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  in  his  ravages,  seemed  particularly  anxi- 
ous to  shew  his  power  in  New  SoutU  A  Vales; 
where,  though  building  i;ai!  been  l)Mi  a  very  few 
years  attempted,  many  hud  bevn  rebuilt,  and  at 
this  time  the  roof  of  the  Government  house  at  Pa- 
ramatta was  tailing  in,  and  the  building  on  being 
surveyed,  was  found  so  weak  and  decayed  as  not 
to  admit  of  repau's  ;  tiierefoic  it  was  resolved  ia 
take  it  duv>n,  and  build  a  new  one  ;  for  which  pu\% 
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pose  a  number  of  brickmakers  were  sent  to  the 
iieighboiirhood. 

The  ship's  company  of  the  Supply  were  actively 
and  usefully  employed  at  Sydiuey,  in  constructing  a 
half-moon  battery  on  the  East  point  of  tlie  Cove, 
•where  stood  the  house  built  for  Bennillong  by  Go- 
vernor Phillip. 

On  the  25th,  a  violent  burst  of  thunder,  with 
whirlwinds,  was  felt,  by  which  several  buildings 
were  considerably  damaged. 

On  the  5d  of  December,  wlien  the  depaiture  of 
the  Marquis  Cornwallis  tooiv  place,  for  Bengal,  se- 
veral  convicts  were  taken  trom  the  settlement  witli- 
out  the  formality  of  permission. 

The  harvest  began  last  month  was  completed 
this.  Of  the  abundance  fondly  expected,  all 
were  disappointed ;  owing  to  an  unfortunate 
drought  in  the  course  of  ten  months,  the  wheat 
did  not  turn  out  more  than  one-third  the  quantity 
of  grain,  that  there  was  a  rational  expectation  it 
would  have  produced,  had  the  season  been  other^ 
wise. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  harvest  a  slight  dis- 
turbance took  place  among  the  Irish  convicts 
lit  Toongabbe.  Each  u}an  and  vvoman  who  had 
been  employed,  having  received  a  small  quan- 
tity of  spirits  and  \\ater,  which  was  ordered  to 
he  given  them,  its  first  effect  was  cheerful 
pleasantry,  but  it  terminated  in  riot;  a  circum- 
stance by  no  means  uucommon  with  those  peo- 
ple. Tiiey  ^vcre  however  soon  separated  and  seiit 
fo  their  huts. 
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On  the  19th,  the  Francis  arrived  from  Norfolk 
Island,  leaving  all  there  in  jjood  health.  Lieut. 
Shortland,  agreeable  to  his  directions,  searched  for 
Sir  Cha.  J\iiddleton  Island  and  shoal,  and  retanied 
with  his  journal,  and  a  chart  of  the  several  traverses 
be  made  in  quest  of  the  island,  and  compared  them 
•with  some  made  by  Lieut,  (now  Captain)  Ball,  of 
his  Majesty's  armed  brig  Suppl}^  when  sent  by  Go- 
vernor Philip  on  tl]C  same  pursuit.  The  extensive 
range  taken  by  those  olhcers  in  the  search,  and  not 
having  met  with  any  indications  of  land  near  that 
that  situation,  left  little  reason  to  believe  the  exist- 
ence of  an  island.  That  of  the  shoal  was  not 
doubtful;  and,  although  JMr.  Shortland  did  not  fall 
in  with  it,  yet  as  a  shoal  had  been  seen  near  the 
spot  in  which  that  reef  Avas  laid  down,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  a  bank  or  shoal  did 
exist  thereabout;  but  its  exact  situation  in  point  of 
latitude  and  longitude  had  not  yet  been  correctly 
tixed,  nor  was  its  extent  supposed  to  be  so  in-eat 
as  was  at  tirst  believed. 

Tiie  2oth,  was  properly  observed  as  Christ- 
mas-day, in  the  evening  the  Nautilus  arrived 
from  the  Southward.  She  had  been  at  Pre- 
servation Island,  where,  and  in  the  nei<'hboiir- 
ing  islands,  she  had  been  successful  in  seal- 
catching.  The  master  left  14-  of  his  people  on 
the  island  of  Cape  Barren,  to  provide  as  many 
skins  and  as  much  oil  as  they  could  against 
his  return.  Those  he  brought  widi  him  were 
in  a  few  days  sold  at  Sydney. 

The  Lidispensable  and  Britannia  whalern, 
•which  had  been    iisliing  on  tlie  coast,    returned 
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t)n  the  Qrnh  -to  repair  and  refresli  their  crews. 
They  had  cruized  from  the  latitude  of  39,°  00', 
to  35°  00'  and  not  farther  from  tlie  coast  than  from 
£0  to  30  leagues,  and  thougiit  themselves  success- 
ful, one  having  got  54,  and  the  (/tlier  60  tons  of 
spermaceti  oil. 

The  Eliza  put  into  Botany  Bay,  to  wood  and 
water;  but  though  much  longer  at  sea  liad 
not  met  with  equal  success,  obtaining  only  45 
tons  of  oil.  The  master  said  he  saw  oif  the 
N.  E.  part  of  New  Caledonia,  a  ship  on  shore 
on  a  reef,  the  lower  masts  of  \^  hich  were  above 
water ;  but  the  weather  being  thick  and  hazy, 
and  blowing  too  fresh  to  allow  him  to  examine 
her;  but  as  a  piece  of  a  boat,  seeminglj  part  of 
a  whale-boat,  floated  near  him,  he  judged  it  to 
be  the  wreck  of  a  whaler ;  and  he  also  fell  in 
with  a  seriously  dangerous  and  extensive  shoal, 
lying  N.  N.  W.  40  leagues  from  Sandy  (..'ap(3,  on 
the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  it  was  so  ex- 
tensive, that  finding  himself  on  it,  and  not 
being  able  to  get  back,  it  took  him  some  considera- 
ble time  to  run  through  it. 

Three  deatiis  hap[)enLd  this  month  out  of  the 
rei^ular  course  :  a  woman  died  of  the  bite  of  a 
snake ;  another  vv'as  tirowned  in  atteniping  to 
land  at  Nori'olk  Island;  and  on  the  lyih  died, 
suddenly,  Mr,  Siephen^:on,  the  storekeeper  at 
Sydney.  His  death  was  not  in  the  usual  way, 
neither  had  been  the  last  few  years  of  his  life ; 
jor  by  an  upriglit  conduct,  and  a  faiihfui  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  oifice,  he  secuied 
■to    h.niself   the    approbation   of    his    superiors. 
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He  had  been  emancipated  for  his  good  behaviour, 
and  thus  enabled  to  execute  the  office  of  store- 
keeper. 

As  the  election  of  constables  took  place  annu- 
ally in  December,  the  magistrates  were  request- 
ed to  be  very  particular  in  the  persons  re- 
turned for  that  purpose;  as  there  was  reason, 
from  many  causes,  to  fear,  that  the  frequent 
escapes  of  prisoners  from  gaol,  must  have  been 
attended  with  that  uniform  success  they  met 
with,  by  the  constables  being  tampered  \\iih,  so 
shameful  was  iheir  neglect  of  that  duty  entrusted 
to  their  care. 

The  wheat  harvest  over,  the  country,  as  h.ap- 
pened  too  generally  at  this  season,  was  in  many 
places  on  fue,  when  every  person  engaged  in 
farming  was  reminded  of  the  necessity  of  ex- 
erting themselves  to  secure  their  crops,  against 
accidents  by  tire.  An  admonition  one  would 
have  thought  by  no  means  requisite,  as  it  so 
very  materially  concerned  their  own  interest ; 
but  it  serves  to  shcv/  that  those  not  anxious 
for  the  public  good,  were  careless  even  of  their 
own.  In  the  early  part  of  December,  the 
thermometer  at  the  Hawkesbury  stood  at  107 
degrees. 

Many  persons  were  much  afflicted  with  in- 
flammations or  the  eyes,  accompanied  witii  ex- 
treme pain,  which  was  sup[)osed  by  the  faculty 
to  be  occasioned  by  the  dry,  sultry  weatliec 
which  prevailed  some  time.  Dysenteric  coni-v 
plaints,  which  were  attributed  to  the  water, 
Biost  of  the  runs  and  springs  being  nearly  dried 
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up.  The  tanks  cut  in  the  rocks,  below  the 
i^treani  by  order  of  Governor  Phillip  had  proved  of 
the  greatest  utility. 

The  seamen  of  the  Supply  finished  a  half-moon 
battery  this  month,  and  part  of  that  ship's  guns 
were  mounted  in  it,  and  thus  formed  a  very  re- 
spectable addition  to  tiie  strength  of  tlie  colony's 
defence. 

Among  other  works,  some  were  employed  in 
white-washing  the  houses  in  Sydney,  and  repair- 
ing the  buildings  which  required  it ;  an  highly 
necessary  attention  once  in  every  year,  for  the  ge- 
neral preservation  ;  the  re-construction  of  which, 
if  suffered  to  decay,  was  attended  with  a  great 
expense  both  of  money  and  labour,  the  latter 
of  which  was  of  more  consequence  than  the' 
former  as  there  were  but  few  comparatively  to 
work,  and  small  indeed  was  the  quantity  of 
Jl  to  be  obtained  from  then^i. 

The  live-stock  and  the  ground  in  cultivation, 
will  be  seen  to  have  very  much  increased  tliis  year, 
by  the  following  account  of  each. 

LIVE-STOCK. 


Harses. 

iMurth. 

Horned  Caltk' 

Hog'. 

Shoci), 

Goats.         1 

i 

Uxeii. 

I 
Sl-Ac.    Female. 

Male. 

Ffiualc 

44 

73 

1()J      '258 

•2867  1459|2443 

1 

787 

18S0 
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LAND  IN  CULTIV^ATION. 


Acres  in  Wheat. 


Acres  in  Maize. 


Acres    in   Barley. 
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If  to  the  increase  of  live-stock,  and  Culti- 
vated land,  could  be  added  an  increase  of 
morality  or  improvement  among  the  convicts, 
it  would  afford  the  mind  infinite  satisfaction, 
but  alas  !  the  earth  itself  and  the  beasts  of  the 
field  have  shewn  forth  the  bounty  of  the  Creator ; 
•while  these  beings  have  lived  only  to  profane 
the  name  and  goodness  of  him  who  suffered  them 
to  exist. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1779,  several  cer- 
tificates were  given  to  convicts  who  had  com* 
pleted  their  terms  of  transportation;  and  that 
no  one  might  have  the  power  of  making  a  plea 
of  injustice  being  exercised  with  respect  to 
their  servitude,  a  rule  was  made  several  times 
during  the  year,  to  issue  certificates  to  such 
as  were  entitled  to  them;  and  if  they  desired 
to  be  at  their  own  disposal,  they  were  struck  off 
the  victualling  books.  Many  convicts  sent  out 
had  not  more  than  two  years  to  serve  on  their 
arrival,  proved,  by  claiming  their  discharge,  a- 
considerable     drawback    from    the    number    of 

7*  L  I. 
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labourers  in  Norfolk  Island  and  New  South 
Wales.  By  these  means  were  let  loose  on 
the  public,  a  number  of  worthless  characters, 
■  who  became  very  dangerous  and  troublesome, 
refusing  every  kind  of  labour,  though  they 
neglected  not  to  form  connections  with  the 
worthless  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  from 
their  peculiar  situations,  had  many  oppor- 
tunities of  aifording  information  where  robberies 
of  all  kii-ids  could  be  most  readily  and  success- 
fully committed.  Still,  as  the  sentenced  period 
had  expired,  tliere  was  no  denying  them  with- 
out injustice,  the  restoration  of  their  free- 
dom. The  convicts  in  general  had  for  several 
months  suffered  much,  for  want  of  clothing  and 
bedding,  for,  during  the  late  harvest  they  la- 
boured in  the  fields,  as  totally  divested  of 
clothing  as  any  native  savages  in  the  country.  Iq 
consequence  of  which  many  anonymous  letters 
were  dropped,  in  which  were  threatened  what  vile 
actions  would  be  effected  at  the  season  they  knew 
many  opportunities  would  offer. 

About  this  time,  when  certificates  were  to 
be  granted,  a  numerous  body,  particularly  of 
Irish  convicts,  many  of  whom  had  only  lately 
reached  tlie  country,  asserted  in  the  most  tur- 
bulent manner  "  their  times  were  out,"  nor 
would  they  at  first  be  persuaded  they  laboured 
unde^  a  mistake ;  when'  growing  insolent,  they 
used  threats  ;  on  which  some  of  the  most  daring- 
were  secured  and  punished,  after  which  they  went 
peaceably  to  their  work. 
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The  unfortunate  produce  of  the  haj-vest,  now 
proved  a  most  serious  cause  of  regret,  for  the 
wheat  was  little  more  than  straw  ;  and  the  maize 
burnt  in  the  ground  for  want  of  rain.  Indeed 
from  the  establishment  of  the  colony,  so  long  a 
'drought  and  great  continuance  of  heat  had  not 
been  known.  The  country  was  now  nearly  every 
where  in  flames,  and  even  the  wind  was  parching, 
and  a  very  few  showers  which  fell  proved  of  no  ad- 
'  vantage,  being  instantly  drawn  up  by  the  excessive 
heat. 

On  January  the  1  Cth,  arrived  the  Norfolk,  with 
Lieut.  Flinders  and  Mr.  Bass,  from  the  examina- 
tion of  Van  Diemen's  land,  of  which  voyage  these 
gentlemen  gave  the  following  interesting  parti- 
culars : 

Sailing,  as  stated,  in  October  last,  on  the  1 1th, 
when  nearly  off  Cape  Howe,  they  were  met  by 
a  fresh  gale  at  S.  W.  on  which  they  bore 
up,  gained,  and  cast  anchor  in  Twofold  Bay. 
[Mr.  Bass  had  visited  this  Bay  when  on  the  coast 
before  in  the  whale-boat ;  but  had  not  then  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  it  as  he  wished,  but  now  he 
ascertained  Twofold  Bay  to  be  situated  at  the 
South  end  of  a  chain  of  hills,  one  pait  of  which  is 
more  conspicuous  than  the  rest,  laying  behind  th^ 
bay.  The  land  on  the  West  side  of  this  chain  of 
hills,  is  both  high  and  rocky.  The  shore  divided 
into  steep  cliff  heads,  with  small  beaches;  the  one 
formed  by  the  foremost  ridges,  and  the  others  by 
the  sand  tlirown  up  at  the  foot  of  the  vallies,  and 
ponds  of  brackish  water  were  found  behind  the 
beaches. 
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The  sudden  rise  of  the  hills  permit  the  vegetable 
^arth  to  be  washed  down  into  the  vallies,  and  some 
of  the  gradual  slopes  retain  enough  of  it  to  produce 
p.  thick  coat  of  grass  ;  however  the  soil  partakes 
too  much  of  the  stoney  quality  of  the  higher  parts 
for  cultivation. 

The  hills  and  vallies  produce  large  timber  and 
brush-wood ;  on  the  hills,  the  brush-wood  grows  in 
small  clumps ;  but  in  the  vallies  it  not  only  covers 
all  the  surface,  but  is  bound  together  by  creeping 
vines  of  various  sizes. 

In  the  S.  W,  corner  of  the  bay,  is  a  small  inlet 
that  communicates  with  the  sea,  through  the  beach 
at  the  back  of  wliich  it  lies.  The  chain  of  hills 
here  runs  back  some  distance  from  the  water,  and 
leaving  some  miles  of  good  ground,  through  which 
the  inlet  takes  its  course  to  the  S.  W,  for  six  or 
eight  miles,  where  it  ends  in  swamps  and  marshes. 
On  its  banks  they  sa,vv  some  hundred  acres  of  a 
light  sandy  soil,  in  patches  of  from  50  to  100  acres 
each ;  but  on  the  mountain  side,  it  soon  became 
stoney,  and  on  that  next  the  inlet  it  was  wet  and 
salt. 

The  country  on  the  back  of  the  bay  is  formed  of 
round  stoney  hills  hardly  fit  for  pasturage,  but 
covered  with  timber^  and  patches  of  short  brush- 
wood. 

On  the  South  side,  they  found  another  shallow 
inlet,  larger  than  the  other,  running  in  by  the 
jBnd  of  a  beach,  and  winding  along  to  the  S.S.W. 
with  little  low  ground  on  its  borders,  but  the  re- 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  2^1 

turning  tide  did  not  allow  thern  time  to  proceed  to 
its  head. 

On  the  East  side,  the  hills  not  being  either 
steep  or  prominent,  several  large  slopes  of  good 
though  sandy  soil,  were  discovered  to  have  been 
formed.  Some  of  which  extended  to  the  water, 
well  covered  with  grass,  and  thinly  set  with 
timber,  which  formed  a  beautiful  appearance  from 
the  bay.  Speaking  of  the  land  round  the  baj^,  these 
Oentlemen  observed,  it  might  be  said  it  was  more 
barren  than  productive ;  that  there  were  several 
spots  of  tolerable  good,  and  some  of  excellent  soil ; 
but  the  greater  part  incapable  of  cultivation,  and 
fit  only  for  pasturage. 

The  most  common  timber  they  saw  was  a 
species  of  gum  tree,  the  bark  of  which  on  the. 
trunk  is  that  of  the  iron  bark  of  Port  Jackson ; 
and  its  leaf,  that  of  the  gum  tree ;  its  branches 
,  near  the  head  are  of  a  yellow  colour,  smooth, 
and  resembling  the  barked  limbs  of  trees.  The 
wood  longer  grained,  and  tougher,  splitting  with 
more  truth  than  any  other  kinds  of  the  gum  tree. 

The  natives  in  person  were  similar  to  those 
about  Port  Jackson,  but  their  languaiie  was 
unintelligible.  They  used  canoes,  and  seemed  to 
well  know  the  value  of  them  ;  for  on  rowing  round 
the  point  of  Snug  Cove,  M'hen  IMr.  Bass  was  on  a 
former  visit,  a  party  of  them  paddled,  on  shore, 
took  their  canoes  upon  their  heads,  and  ran  off  with 
them  to  the  woods.  However,  they  did  not  now 
appear  quite  so  shy  as  formerly;  and  there  was 
every  reason  to  imagine  that  a  friendly  intercourse 
might  have  been  established, 
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As  the  very  few  spears  seen  here  were  mad6 
of  -solid  wood,  Messrs.  Bass  and  Flinders  con- 
jectured, that  the  grass  reed  spear  used  by  the 
natives  of  Port  Jackson  was  not  known  among 
these  people. 

Few  marks  of  the  kangaroo  were  seen,  and  both 
quadrupeds  and  birds  appeared  to  be  far  less  nu- 
merous here  than  in  most  other  places.  The  dogs 
accompanying  the  voyagers  found  a  porcupine  ant- 
eater,  which  they  could  make  no  impression  on ; 
he  escaped  by  burrowing  in  the  loose  sand,  sinking 
himself  directly  downwards,  and  not  head  foremost, 
thus  presenting  his  prickly  back,  opposed  his  adver- 
saries to  the  last. 

In  this  respect.  Van  Diemens  land  resembles 
New  South  Wales,  where  the  Porcupine  Ant  Eaters 
are  iike\\ ise  to  be  seen  in  very  gieat  numbers.  They 
are  very  good  eating ;  they  burrow  like  rabbits,  and 
have  a  long  tongue,  which  when  they  put  out  of  their 
mouth,  the  Ants  immediately  croud  upon  it  as  if  they 
were  lured  by  a  kind  of  charm. 

The  Koolah,  or  Sloth,  having  a  false  belly,  is  also 
found  here.  This  animal  when  it  ascends  a  tj'ee, 
never  quits  it  till  it  has  stripped  it  of  its  leaves.  It 
is  mostly  found  to  the  southward  and  northward  of 
Broken  Bay,  among  the  deep  ravines.  Wherever 
the  leaves  of  the  gum  tree  are  found  eaten  off,  it  is  a 
certain  sign  that  this  creature  is  near.  It  is  usually 
found  with  a  companion,  in  a  manner  folded  toge- 
ther. Two  stuffed  specimens  of  these  are  to  be  seen 
in  Mr.  Bullock's  INlascum. 

A  species  of  the  Hyena  has  lately  been  seen  at 
Port  Dalrymple,  exfvemel^  fierce,  having  a  very  large 
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mouth,  strong  sharp  claws,  and  very  strongly  limbed* 
It  is  striped  all  over,  and  being  of  the  Opossum 
kind,  has  also  a  false  belly.  This  creature  here 
does  not  attack  human  beings,  but  confines  its  ra- 
vages to  sheep  and  poultry.  - 

The  Flying  Mice  here  are  very  handsome.  Their 
tail  resembles  a  feather;  the  belly  is  white,  and  the 
back  brown.  The  down  which  covers  this  little 
creatiu'e,  is  as  soft  as  satin. 

Many  of  the  reptiles  in  this  country  have  lately 
been  found  to  be  of  a  venemous  nature.  The  bite 
of  the  several  kinds  of  Coluber,  or  Snake,  has  proved 
fatal  in  various  instances.  It  is  very  remarkablG' 
.that  at  Norfolk  Island,  about  three  hundred  leagues 
from  the  nearest  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  thfcre 
are  no  reptiles  to  be  found  of  any  description,  thougli 
•at  Philip  Island,  only  seven  miles  distant,  several 
kinds  ai'e  found,  particularly  the  Centepede,  the  Ta- 
rantula, &c. 

Tlie  Deer  in  the  colony,  originally  fram  India, 
thrive  very  well ;  and  though  not  so  tat  as  in  Eng- 
land, are  supposed  to  be  of  superior  flavour. 

Native  green  currants  grow  wild,  and  make  an  un. 
commonly  fine  jelly.  A  wild  cherry  is  also  found 
in  the  settlement,  with  the  stone  cm  the  outside,  of  a 
red  colour;  but  nearly  unfit  to  eat ;  as  also  a  wild 
fig,  full  of  seed,  equally  as  unpalatable  as  the  cherry, 
though  eaten  by  the  natives.  Strawberries  grow  ta 
gi'eat  perfection ;  but  no  English  currant,  gooseberry 
or  cherry  trees.  Pines,  fai  exceeding  those  in  Eng- 
land, ai-e  now' growing  on  the  colony.  jMelons  aie' 
large,  and  plenUfulr     Botany  Bay  greens  are  abua* ' 
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daiit ;  they  much  resemble  sage  in  appearance ;  and. 
are  esteemed  a  very  good  dish  by  the  Europeans, 
though  disUked  by  the  natives.     Some  coffee  trees 
were  planted  by  a  French  settler,  but  he  died  before 
he  could  bring  them  to  perfection. 

Witli  respect  to  flowers,  Geraniums  flourish  in 
such  abundance  that  they  are  formed  into  hedges  in 
various  parts  of  the  settlement.  They  are  always  in 
leaf  and  flower,  and  emit  a  most  fra2;rant  odour  to  a 
great  distance. 

Cedar  and  Coals  are  the  produce  of  the  Newcas* 
tie  District. — Manna  has  also  been  found  near  Port 
Dalrymple;  but  the  most  valuable  of  recent  disco- 
veries are  the  white,  yellow,  and  large  brilliant  to- 
pazes, exceeding  in  worth  those  of  the  Bra- 
zils.     . 

The  Spice  tree  found  here  is  a  very  strong  aroma- 
tic, and  possesses  a  more  pungent  quality  than  pep- 
per. It  produces  a  berry,  which  as  well  as  the  bark, 
is  of  a  very  powerful  spicy  nature.  Fustic,  a  wood 
which  makes  the  finest  yellow  dye,  has  been  disco- 
vered  at  Newcastle,  in  New  South  Wales.  The  in- 
digo found  in  different  parts  could  never  be  brought 
to  perfection. 
,  But  to  return  to  Van  Diemeu's  Land:  a  few 
ducks,  teal,  herons,  cranes,  and  red-bills  were 
seen  on  the  lagoons,  and  some  flights  of  curlews  and 
plovers. 

The  rocks  consist  of  hard  clay,  mixed  with 
great  numbers  of  small  stones,  variously  coloured, 
some  with  red,  others  with  yellow.  Some  cal- 
careous spar  lay  scattered  on  the  surface  of  the 
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ground;  strata  of  which  were  deposited  in  fis- 
sures formed  in  the  bodies  of  the  rocks. 

Leaving  Twofold  Bay,  they  proceeded  to  the 
Southward,  and  on  the  17th,  made  a  small  clus- 
ter of  islands,  in  latitude  38°  16'',  which  now 
bears  the  name  of  Kent's  Group.  These  are  six 
or  seven  in  number,  of  various  sizes.  Their 
height  is  considerable,  and  as  irregular  in  figure 
as  can  well  be  iniagined.  This  group  appears 
formed  of  granite,  which  is  imperfectly  con- 
cealed by  long  straggling  dwarfish  brush,  and 
some  few  still  more  diminutive  trees.  Nature 
is  either  working  slowly  on  these  islands^  or  has 
ceased  to  work  on  them,  since  a  more  deserted 
place  is  no  where  to  be  met  with.  The  birds 
seemed  not  to  frequent  them  in  their  usual  num- 
bers. Indeed  there  was  nothing  to  tempt  the 
explorers  even  to  land. 

Passing  Kent's  Group,  and  standing  to  the 
Southward,  next  morning  Furneaux's  Islands 
were  in  sight,  and  on  the  following  day  they 
anchored  at  Preservation  Island,  which  is  one 
of  them.  These  islands,  from  what  vv'as  now 
and  before  seen  of  them  by  Mr.  Bass,  appeared 
to  consist  of  two  kinds,  perfectly  dissimilar  in 
figure,  but  alike  in  the  materials  they  are  formed 
of  Both  are  of  granite  ;  but  the  one  is  low, 
and  rathec  level,  with  a  soil  of  sand  covered 
with  brush- wood  and  tufted  prass  :  the  other  is 
high  and  rocky,  and  cut  into  a  variety  of  peaks. 
Some  vegetable  soil  lies  on  these,  and  the  vege-. 
tation   is   large :  trees   of  a   tolerable   size  are 
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produced  in  some  places.  There  are  attached  to 
some  parts  of  these  islands  low  sandy  land,  of 
the  same  height  with  the  lower  islands. 

Preserv^ation  Island  is  of  the  humble  class 
of  islands,  and  of  a  moderate  height.  A 
surface  of  sand,  mixed  with  vegetable  soil, 
scarcely  hides  from  view  the  base  of  granite.  , 
In  several  places  vjist  blocks  of  this  stone  lie 
scattered  about,  as  free  from  vegetation  and  the 
injuries  of  weather  as  if  they  had  but  just 
fallen ;  and,  what  is  remarkable,  most  of  them 
are  entirely  detached  from  the  stone  on  which 
they  rest.  It  seemed  that  these  blocks  had 
fallen  from  some  place  higher  than  on  which 
they  were  found  ;  but  that  was  at  the  same  time 
deemed  impossible,  for  they  were  then  higher 
than  any  other  part  of  the  island.  It  is  cer- 
tainly more  probable^  that  subterraneous  or  vol-  - 
canic  fire  might  have  caused  their  appearance. 

The  bulk  of  these  blocks  renders  them  so  con- 
spicuous, that  the  attention  is  first  taken  by 
them  on  approaching  the  island.  But,  besides 
granite,  there  is  on  the  North  side,  where  the 
island  is  lowest,  a  slip  of  calcareous  earth, 
which  discovers  itself  near  the  surface  of  the 
water.  It  is  not  pure,  for  broken  pieces  of  the 
granite  are  mixed  with  it.  Some  parts  are  a 
iriere  mass  of  these  pieces,  cemented  by  the 
calcareous  matter ;  others  are  a  perfect  chalk, 
And  may  be  burnt  into  excellent  lime.  Broken 
sea  shells  and  other  exuvii^  of  marine  animals 
are  apparent  throughout  the  whole  mass. 
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Upon  the  beach  near  this  chalky  rock,  were 
found  a  considerable  quantity  of  black  metallic 
particles,  which  appeared  in  the  granite  as 
black  shining  specks,  and  are  undoubtedly 
grains  of  tin. 

It  excited  much  surprise  to  find  this  bed  of 
the  remains  of  shell  animals,  of  which  chalk  is 
formed  wherever  found ;  and  Mr,  Bass  endea- 
voured to  investigate  the  cause  of  this  deposit, 
by  examining  the  neighbouring  parts :  on 
which  he  was  of  opinion,  that  as  traces  of  the  sea, 
and  of  the  effects  of  running  waters,  were  diis- 
cernible  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  and  par> 
ticularly  in  the  vicinity  of  this  deposit,  it 
seemed  probable  it  had  been  formed  by  two 
streams  of  the  tide,  which  when  the  island  was 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  sea,  having  swept 
round  a  large  lump  of  rock,  then  met  and  formed 
an  eddy,  where  every  substance  must  fall  to  the 
bottom.  The  lump  of  rocks  is  a  rocky  knowl, 
which  runs  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  island 
nearly  to  the  chalk.  On  each  side  is  a  gap, 
through  which  the  two  streams  have  passed. 

The  vegetation  of  the  island  seems  starved;, 
consistmg  only  of  a  i\\v  stunted  trees  ;  some 
patches  of  brush- wood,  almost  impenetrable; 
tufts  of  sour  wiry  grass  ;  and  many  low  saltish 
plants,  prmcipally  of  the  creeping  kind»  - 

A  spot  on  the  East  end  of  the  island  exhi- 
bited a  phenomenon  not  easily  explicable  by 
any  laws  of  that  class  of  natural  history  to 
which  it  could  be  referrible. 
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In  a  patch  of  naked  sand,  on  one  of  the  most 
lofty  parts  of  the  island,  not  less  than  100  feet 
above  the  sea,  within  a  few  hundred  yards,  lay 
scattered  a  number  of  broken  branches  of  dead 
trees,  from  one  to  three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
apparently  of  a  kind  similar  to  the  large  brush- 
wood. Amid  these  branches  were  se^n  stickingup 
several  white  stony  stumps,  of  sizes  ranging  be- 
tween the  above  diameters,  and  in  height  from  a 
foot  to  a  foot  and  an  half.  Their  form,  together 
with  a  number  of  prongs,  projecting  in  different 
directions  around  their  base,  and  entering  the 
ground  in  the  manner  of  roots,  presented  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  the  stump§  and  roots  of  trees. 
The}^  were  extremely  brittle,  a  slight  blow  with 
a  stick  being  sufficient  to  break  them  ;  and, 
when  taken  into  the  hand,  they  broke  to  pieces 
with  their  own  weight. 

When  broke  transversely,  it  was  seen  that  the 
internal  was  divided  into  interior  or  central,  ex- 
terior or  cortical.  The  external  part,  which 
occupied  various  proportions  of  the  whole,  re- 
sembled a  fine  white  and  soft  grit-stone  ;  but 
acids  beirig  applied  to  them,  shewed  it  to  be 
combined  with  a  considerable  portion  of  cal- 
careous matter.  The  interior  or  central  part  was 
always  circular,  seldom  found  the  same  diame- 
ter, or  of  the  same  composition,  on  any  two 
stumps.  In  some,  the  calcareous  and  sandy 
matter  had  taken  entire  possession,  so  that  the 
wood  was  completely  obliterated  ;  but  yet  a  cen- 
tral ring  remained.  In  others  was  a  centre  chalk, 
quite  white,  which  crumbled  between  the  fin- 
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gers  to  powder ;  some  consisted  of  chalk  and 
brown  earth,  and  others  had  detained  a  few  por- 
tions of  their  woody  fibres,  the  spaces  between 
which  were  filled  up  with  chalk  or  earth. 

It  appeared,  when  the  people  of  the  Sidney- 
Cove  came  on  the  island,  the  pieces  of  dead 
branches  at  this  time  lying  round  the  stumps, 
then  formed;  with  them,  the  stem  and  branches 
of  dead  trees  completely.  But  by  this  time  cu- 
riosity, and  the  frolics  of  the  horse  landed  from 
^he  Sidney-Cove,  had  reduced  them  to  the  state 
^escribed, 

Mr.  Bass  had  been  told  that  the  trees,  when  in 
2L  complete  state,  rose  from  the  stony  part; 
and  that  a  living  leaf  was  seen  upon  the  upper 
branches  of  one  of  them.  But  he  could  never 
learn  whether  the  stony  part  of  the  stem  was 
pf  an  equal  height  in  all  the  trees. 

To  ascertain  to  what  depth  the  petrification 
descended,  Mr.  Bass  scratched  away  the  sand 
fron>  the  foot  of  many  of  the  stumps,  and  in  no 
instance  found  it  to  have  proceeded  more  than 
three  or  four  inches  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
sand,  for  at  that  depth  the  remains  of  the  root 
came  to  view.  There  were  parts  of  the  roots  which 
had  undergone  an  alteration  similar  to  that 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  stems :  these  esta- 
blished the  limits  of  the  petrifying  power;  for 
they  had  felt  it  only  either  at  their  outset  from 
the  bottom  of  the  stems,  or\vhen,  being  obstruct- 
ed in  their  progress,  they  had  arched  upwards 
to  the  surface. 
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In  accounting  for  the  cause  that  produced 
this  change  in  the  structure  of  the  lower  parts 
of  the  stem  of  these  trees,  Mr.  Bass  professed 
the  greatest  diffidence.  He  found  that  all  his 
conjectures  were  hest  supported  by  existing 
facts:  allowing  however  they  were  petrifactions, 
it  is  certain  that  there  must  have  existed  a  pond, 
in  which  the  petrifying  water  was  contained; 
but  the  ground  in  their  neighbourhood  retained 
no  traces  of  such  a  receptacle.  There  were,  in- 
deed, near  them  some  few  lumps  or  banks  of 
sand,  and  vegetable  earth  held  together  by  dead 
roots  of  small  trees,  and  elevated  above  the  rest 
of  the  gTound ;  but  the  relative  position  of  these 
•with  each  other  was  so  confused  and  irregular, 
that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  a  once  exist- 
ing reservoir  could  ever  lead  an}'  one  to  conjec- 
ture that  these  might  have  been  parts  of  its 
bank.  Mr.  Bass  concluded  that  this  must  have 
been  the  case,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
bank  had  been  torn  away,  and  the  pond  anni- 
hilated by  some  violent  effort  of  nature. 

Notwithstanding  the  narrowness  of  the  island, 
many  small  kangaroos  were  found  in  its  brushy 
parts;  but  so  many  had  been  destroyed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Sydney-Cove,  that  they  now  becamescarce. 

The  sooty  petrel  had  appropriated  a  certain 
grassy  part  of  the  island  to  herself,  and  retained 
her  position  with  a  degree  of  obstinacy  not  ea- 
sily to  be  overcome.  For  though  it  so  happened, 
that  the  store-house  for  the  wrecked  cargo  was 
erected  upon  the  spot,  and  the  people  for  more 
than    a    year    gained    the  greater  part  of  the 
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food  from  these  birds,  and  were  continu- 
ally walking  over  their  habitations,  yet  at  the 
end  of  thattime  the  returning  flights  in  the  even- 
ing were  as  numerous  as  they  had  been  on  their 
first  arrival. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  commander  of  the 
Sydne};-Cove,  quitted  the  house,  he  left  two  hens 
sitting  upon  their  eggs,  some  breeding  pigeons, 
and  a  bag  of  rice  ;  but  no  traces  M-ere  now  to  be 
discovered  either  of  the  birds  or  their  food.  Pro- 
bably, as  long  as  they  continued  in  doors,  they 
did  well ;  but  that,  when  forced  by  necessity  to 
go  abroad  for  food,  they  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  ra- 
pacity of  the  hawks. 

Several  snakes  with  venomous  fangs  were 
found  ;  but  no  person  had  been  bit  by  them,  so 
that  the  degree  of  their  power  was  unknown. 

The  water  of  the  island  was  imagined  to  have 
been  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the 
Sydney-Cove,  being  supposed  to  contain  arse- 
nic ;  which  seemed  highly  probable  from  an  ex- 
periment made  with  the  metallic  particles,  which 
were  thought  to  be  tin,  a  fume  of  whirh  bore 
many  marks  of  arsenic  arising  from  the  crucible 
during  the  time  of  smelting  it.  Water  was  ve- 
ry scarce  while  these  people  were  upon  the 
island  ;  but,  owing  to  some  unusual  falls  of  rain, 
several  little  runs  and  swamps  were  found  by 
Mr.  Bass ;  and  a  low  piece  of  ground  where  they 
deposited  their  dead  was  now  a  pond  of  an  exr 
cellent  quality. 

Although  he  had  seen    but  few  of  the  low 
islands  of  Furneaux,  yet  Mr.  Bass  had  not  any 
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doubt  but  that  this  account  of  Preservation 
Island  would  in  general  answer  for  the  descrip- 
tion  of  any  of  them. 

He  next  describes  what  he  saw  of  Cape  Bar- 
ren Island,  which  he  understood,  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Nautilus  snow,  was  an  exact  specimen 
of  those  of  the  higher  kind,  so  far  as  they  had 
observed  of  them. 

Cape  Barren  Island,  which  takes  its  name 
from  the  cape  so  called  by  Captain  Furneaux,  is 
a  small  island  when  compared  with  that  lying  to 
the  northward  of  it.  From  what  was  seen  of  it 
in  the  sloop,  it  could  only  be  conjectured  that 
these  two  were  separate  islands ;  but  Mr.  Bishop 
had  passed  in  the  Nautilus  through  the  channel 
that  divides  them. 

This  island  is  one  of  the  higher  kind  that 
consists  of  both  high  and  low  land.  The  high 
part  composed  of  granite  in  many  places,  in 
others  clothed  with  small  gum  trees,  which  draw 
their  support  through  some  small  quantity  of 
vegetable  earth  lodged  by  the  broken  blocks 
and  fragments  of  stone,  and  some  straggling 
brush-wood  shooting  up  round  the  trees. 

The  base  of  the  low  part  is  granite;  the  sur- 
face chiefly  sand  ;  its  produce,  variety  of  brush- 
wood, with  some  few  small  gum  trees,  and  a  spe- 
cies of  fir  that  grows  tall  and  straight  to  the 
height  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet.  Within 
the  body  of  the  brush  there  are  several  clear 
spots,  where  the  ground  is  partly  rocky  or 
sandy,  partly  wet  and  spongy.  These  are  some- 
what  enlivened  by   beautiful  flowering  heath 
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and  low  shrubs,  but  have  a  dark  aspect.  A  grass 
tree  grows  here,  similar  to  that  about  Port  Jack- 
son, except  that  no  reed,  either  living  nor  dead, 
could  be  found  belonging  to  it.  In  the  brushes 
were  a  few  tufts  of  grass  ;  but  the  greater  part 
of  it  was  the  coarse  sort  that  grows  in  hassocks. 

It  is  curious  that  a  place  where  food  seemed 
to  be  so  scarce  should  yet  be  thickly,  inhabitetl 
by  the  small  brush  kangaroo,  and  a  new  quad- 
ruped, also  a  grass-eater.  - 

This  animal,  being  a  new  one,  appears  to  de- 
serve a  particular  description.  "  The  Wom-bat 
(or  Womback)  is  a  thick,  short-legged,  inactive 
quadruped,  with  appearance  of  every  strength, 
and  bigger  than  a  turnspit  dog.  Its  figure  and 
movements  strongly  bring  to  mind  the  bear. 

*'  Its  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  tail  to  the  tip 
of  the  nose,  is  thirty-one  inches,  of  which  its 
body  is  twenty- three  and  five-tenths.  The  head 
of  this  curious  animal  is  seven  inches.  Its  cir- 
cumference behind  the  fore-legs,  twenty-seven 
inches  ;  across  the  thick  part  of  the  belly,  thir- 
ty-one inches.  Its  weight  is  between  twenty- 
five  and  thirty  pounds.  The  hair  coarse,  and 
about  one  inch  in  length,  thin  on  the  belly, 
thicker  on  the  back  and  head,  and  thickest  up- 
on the  loins  and  rump;  the  colour  of  it  a  sandy 
brown,  of  varying  shades,  darkest  along  the 
back. 

*'  The  head  is  large  and  flattish,  and,  when 
looking  the  animal  full  in  the  face,  seems,  ex- 
cluding the  ears,  to  form  nearly  an  equilateral 
triangle,  any  side  of  which  is  about  seven  inches 
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in  length,  but  the  upper  side,  or  that  which  con- 
stitutes the  breadth  of  the  head,  is  the  shortest. 
The  hair  upon  the  face  lies  in  regular  order,  as 
if  it  were  combed,  with  its  ends  pointed  upwards 
in  a  kind  of  radii,  from  the  nose. 

*'  The  ears  are  sharp  and  erect,  of  two  inches 
and  three-tenths  in  length,  stand  well  asunder, 
and  are  in  nowise  disproportionate.  The  eyes 
are  small,  and  rather  sunk  than  prominent,  but 
quick  and  lively.  They  are  placed  about  two 
inches  asunder,  a  little  below  the  centre  of  the 
imaginary  triangle  towards  the  nose  ;  the  nice 
co-adaption  of  their  ciliary  processes,  which  are 
covered  with  a  fine  hair,  seeming  to  afford  the 
animal  the  power  of  excluding  whatever  may  be 
hurtful. 

"  The  nose  is  large  and  spreading,  the  nostrils 
large,  and  capable  of  being  closed.  They  stand 
angularly,  and  a  channel  is  continued  from 
them  towards  the  upper  lip,  which  is  divided 
like  the  hare's.  The  Avhiskers  are  rather  thick 
and  strong,  and  are  in  length  from  2  to  3  inches. 

**The  mouth  is  small,  which  contains  five 
long  grass-cutting  teeth  in  the  front  of  each 
jaw  :  within  them  is  a  vacancy  of  an  inch  ;  then 
appear  two  small  canine  teeth  of  equal  height 
with,  and  so  similar  to,  eight  molares  situated 
behind,  as  scarcely  to  be  distinguishable  from 
them.  The  whole  number  in  both  jaws  amount 
to  twenty-four. 

"  The  neck  is  thick  and  short,  and  greatly 
restrains  the  motions  of  the  head,  which  looks 
as  if  it  was  stuck  on  the  shoulder*. 
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'*  From  the  neck  the  back  arches  ahttle  as 
far  as  the  loins,  whence  it  goes  off  at  a  flat 
slope  to  the  hindmost  parts,  where  no  tail  is 
visible.  A  tail,  notwithstanding,  is  found,  after 
separating  the  hairs,  five-tenths  of  an  inch  in 
length,  naked,  except  for  a  few  short  harrs  near 
its  end.  This  curious  tail  seemed  to  hold  a 
much  holder  proportion  in  the  young  than  in 
the  full-grown  animal. 

"  The  fore  legs  are  very  strong  and  muscular: 
their  length,  to  the  soleof  thepaw,  is  5inches,and 
the  distance  between  them  is  5  inches.  The  paws 
are  fleshy,  round  and  large,  being  2  inches  in  dia- 
meter. Theirclaws  are  5  in  number.  The  3  mi4- 
die  claws  are  strong;  the  thumb  and  little 
iinger  claws  are  also  strong,  but  shorter  than 
the  others.  The  fleshy  root  of  the  thumb- 
claw  is  ^mailer  and  more  flexible  th^n  the 
others.  The  sole  of  the  paw  is  hard,  and 
the  upper  part  covered  with  the  common  hair 
down  to  the  roots  of  the  claws,  which  it  over- 
hangs. The  hind  legs  are  less  strong  and  mus- 
cular than  the  fore ;  their  length,  to  the  sole,  is 
five  inches  and  a  half.  The  hind  paw  is  longer 
than  the  fore,  but  not  less  fleshy  ;  its  length  ^ 
nearly  three  inches,  its  breadth  two  inches  and 
a  half.  The  claws  are  four  in  number:  the 
three  inner  ones  are  less  strong,  but  about  two* 
tenths  of  an  inch  longer  than  the  longest  of  the 
fore  claws  ;  and  there  is  a  fleshy  spur  in  the 
place  of  a  thumb-claw.  The  whole  paw  has  a 
curve,  which  throws  its  fore  part  rather  inward. 

**  In  size  the  two  sexes  are  nearly  the  same, 
but  the  female  rather  the  htaviest. 
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*'  This  animal  has  not  any  claim  toswiftnessof 
foot,  as  most  men  could  run  it  down.  Its  pace 
is  hobbling,  something  like  the  gait  of  a  bear. 
In  disposition  it  is  mild  and  gentle ;  but  it  bites 
hard,  and  is  furious  M'hen  provoked.  Mr.  Bass 
never  heard  its  voice  but  once;  it  was  a  low  cry, 
which  could  not  be  heard  at  a  distance  of  more 
"  than  30  or  40  yards.  He  chased  one,  and  with  his 
hands  under  its  belly  lifted  it  off  the  ground 
without  hurting  it,  and  laid  it  on  its  back 
along  his  arm.  It  made  no  noise,  nor  any  ef- 
fort to  escape.  Mr.  Bass  carried  the  beast  up- 
wards of  a  mile,  shifting  him  from  arm  to  arm, 
sometimes  laying  him  on  his  shoulder,  which  he 
took  in  good  part ;  till  being  obliged  to  secure 
his  legs  while  he  went  into  the  brush  to  cut  a 
specimen  of  a  new  wood,  the  creature's  anger 
arose  with  the  pinching  of  the  twine:  he  whiz- 
zed with  all  his  might,  kicked  most  furiously, 
and  snapped  off  a  piece  from  the  elbow  of  Mr. 
Bass's  jacket  with  his  grass-cutting  teeth  ;  and 
the  creature,  when  again  taken  up,  remained 
implacable  ail  the  way  to  the  boat,  only  ceasing 
'to  kick  when  he  was  exhausted." 

Besides  Furneaux's  Islands,  the  Wom-bat 
inhabits  the  mountains  and  several  islands  to 
the  Westward  of  Port  Jackson.  In  all  these 
places  its  habitation  is  under  ground,  being  ad- 
mirably formed  for  burrowing,  but  what  depth 
it  descends  does  not  seem  to  be  ascertained. 
According  to  the  account  given  of  it  by  the 
natives,  the  wom-bat  of  the  mountains  is  never 
seen  during  the  day,  but  lives  retired  in  his  hole, 
feeding  only  in  the    night;    but    that  of  the 
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islands  is  seen  to  feed  in  all  parts  of  the  day. 
The  stomachs  of  such  as  Mr.  Bass  examined 
were  distended  with  the  coarse  wiry  grass,  and 
he  had  seen  the  animal  scratching  among  the 
dry  ricks  of  sea- weed  thrown  up  upon  the 
shores,  but  could  never  discover  what  it  was  in 
search  of. 

Cape  Barren  Island,  besides  the  kangaroo 
and  wom-bat,  is  inhabited  by  the  porcupine 
ant-eater ;  a  rat  with  webbed  feet ;  paroquets, 
and  small  birds  unknown  at  Port  Jackson,  some 
few  of  which  were  of  beautiful  plumage.  Black 
snakes  with  the  venomous  fangs  were  numerous 
upon  the  edges  of  the  brush.  The  rocks  to- 
ward the  sea  were  covered  with  fur-seak. 

Quitting  Furneaux's  Islands,  the  Norfolk 
proceeded  toward  the  North  coast  of  Van  Die- 
men's  Land;  and  on  the  1st  of  November  an- 
chored at  the  largest  of  the  Swan  Isles,  two 
small  islands  so  called  by  Lieut.  Flinders,  when 
here  in  the  Francis  ;  as  an  European  belonging 
to  the  Sydney-Cove  assured  him  that  he  had 
met  great  numbers  of  swans  on  them. 

The  isle  at  which  the  sloop  anchored,  like 
Preservation  Island,  was  low,  sandy,  and  bar- 
ren, but  differed  in  the  composition  of  its  rocks, 
or  that  substance  which  formed  the  basis  of  its 
support.  This  had  not  any  affinity  to  gra- 
nite. It  was  of  various  colours,  but  generally 
cither  of  a  light  brown  or  grey.  It  seemed  to 
be  lamellatcd,  but  the  lamellae  were  placed  ver- 
tically, often  radiated  with  a  diameter  of  four 
or  five  feet,  and  sometimes  placed  parallel.  On 
breaking  the  stone,  the  fracture  was  vitreous,  or 
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like  that  of  glass,  and  it  scintillated  on  steel 
being  applied.  Rust  of  iron  was  visible  in  se- 
veral parts,  the  stone  breaking  in  those  parts 
into  plates  j  but  where  none  of  those  markings 
were  seen,  it  broke  with  great  difficulty.  On 
the  first  view,  the  stone  looked  Hke  clay;  but  as 
it  produced  fire  with  steiel,  there  must  have  been 
a  large  portion  of  flint  in  it.  It  appeared  to 
contain  iron  in  rather  a  large  quantity. 

Not  a  single  swan  was  found  upon  the  island, 
notwithstanding  the  information  given  by  the 
European ;  but  several  geese  were  breeding 
there,  and  the  sooty  petrel  possessed  the  grassy 
parts. 

On  the  first  of  November,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, they  left  the  Swan  Isles,  steering  to  the 
"Westward  along  shore. 

A  column  of  smoke,  which  arose  some  dis- 
tance inland,  was  the  only  proof  of  its  being 
inhabited. 

At  noon  the  latitude  was  40'  44'  08",  the 
peak  of  Cape  Barren  Island  then  in  sight.  At 
this  time  they  v/ere  two  miles  to  the  Westward 
of  the  small  island,  which  was  low  and  rocky, 
lyingabouttwo  miles  and  a  half  of  a  sharp,  sandy 
point,  with  which  it  was  nearly  joined  by 
some  lumps  of  rock  that  almost  closed  up  the 
passage. 

The  aspect  of  the  low  land  here  was  less  pleas- 
ing, the  mountains  approaching  nearer  the  sea, 
and  the  country  appearing  to  be  more  stocked 
with  wood.  The  coast  seemed  inclined  to  a 
southerly  direction,  and  the  Western  extremity, 
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which  bore  S.  W.  by  W.,  appeared  irregular 
and  very  much  broken. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  they  anchored  two 
miles  and  a  half  to  the  Westward  of  the  small 
island,  setting  the  vessel  to  the  Northward. 

The  next  morning  they  weighed  at  nine,  with 
an  easterly  wind,  and  steered  towards  a  small 
break  that  presented  itself  in  the  bottom  of  an 
extensive  bay,  lying  between  the  two  extremes 
then  in  view.  The  break  was  not  sufficiently 
distinct  to  havejustified  in  itself  alone  a  reason- 
able supposition  of  an  inlet,  but  that  it  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  direction  of  the  ebb  tide, 
which,  while  the  sloop  was  at  anchor,  was  ob- 
served to  come  from  the  S.  S.  W.  or  directly  out 
of  the  bay,  running  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  and 
a  half  per  hour.  By  noon,  ascertaining  that 
there  was  not  any  inlet,  they  bore  away  to  the 
Westward  along  the  land. 

Their  distance  from  the  shore  did  not  exceed 
a  mile  and  a  half.  The  back  country  consisted 
of  high  mountains,  whose  parallel  edges  were 
one  above  another  to  a  considerable  distance 
inland.  The  land  in  front  appeared  both  woody, 
bushy,  and  sandy. 

In  the  afternoon  they  ran  between  a  sandy 
point,  with  shoal  water  off  it,  and  two  islands. 
One  of  these,  named  Waterhouse  Isle,  is  be- 
tween two  and  three  miles  in  length,  high,  but 
level,  and  covered  with  large  wood.  The  other 
is  small,  low,  rocky,  and  nearly  bare.  The 
coast  now  trended  to  the  S.  S.  W.  the  land 
sloping  up  from  the  sea  a  moderate  height,  with 
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more  open  than  wooded  ground,  and  little 
brush- wood  ;  but  the  soil  sandy,  and  the  grass 
thin. 

Proceeding,  the  shore  no  longer  retained  a 
regular  line  of  direction,  but  fell  back  into 
sandy  bights.  Hauling  off  for  the  night  to  the 
Westward  of  a  small  rocky  barren  island,  about 
four  miles  from  the  land,  at  six  o'clock  the  next 
morning  they  came  in  with  it  again,  and  began 
their  course  along  the  shore  to  the  S.  S.  W.  in 
an  irregular  manner. 

At  eleven  they  passed  within  a  mile  of  a 
grassy  cape,  which  is  the  extremity  of  a  ridge, 
that,  rising  up  by  a  gentle  ascent,  retreats  and 
joins  some  lofty  mountains.  A  small  rocky 
island  lay  two  miles  from  it  to  the  W.  S.  W.  At 
noon  the  latitude  was  40"  55'  25",  and  the  lon-^ 
gitude  147°  16'  SO". 

Early  in  the  afternoon  a  gap  in  the  land  situ- 
ated at  the  back  of  a  deep  narrow  bight  at- 
tracted attention :  this  they  bore  away  to  ex- 
amine; and,  after  running  three  miles,  they 
found  they  had  shut  in  the  line  of  the  coast  on 
each  side,  and  were  impelled  forward  by  a 
strong  inset  of  tide.  Continuing  their  course 
for  the  gap,  some  back  points  within  the  en- 
trance soon  became  distinguishable,  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  flood  tide  was  observed  to  in- 
crease on  nearing  the  shore.  When  the  sloop 
was  on  the  point  of  entering  the  harbour,  the 
water  shoaled  suddenly,  and  she  struck  the 
ground  and  lay  fast ;  but  the  strong  flood  in  a 
few  minutes  dragged  her  oyer  into  deep  water^ 
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s.nd  shot  her  into  the  entrance  with  great  ve- 
locity. 

Having  advanced  within  the  entrance,  the 
harbour  began  to  expand  itself  in  a  kind  of  large 
basin.  Its  shores  were  broken  into  points,  be- 
tween some  of  which  the  great  strength  of  the 
flood  tide  led  them  to  expect  it  would  branch 
off  into  arms.  The  land  lying  immediately  up- 
on its  borders  was  low,  but  not  flat  ;  and  those 
points  near  which  the  sloop  passed  were  clothed 
with  an  unusjual  degree  of  verdure.  The  sun  being 
down,  the  vessel  was  anoliored  for  the  night,  and 
thenext  day  they  proceeded  with  their  researches. 

This  harbour,  or  inlet,  which  wa.s  named  by 
the  Governor,  Port  Dalrymple,  in  compliment 
to  Alexander  Dalrymple,  £sq.  takes  its  course 
from  the  S.  E.  between  two  chains  of  rounded 
mountains,  stretching  inland  from  the  sea  with 
an  almost  imperceptible  increase  of  elevation  ; 
and  seemed  to  unite,  at  the  distance  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles,  in  a  body  of  rugged  moun- 
tains more  lofty  than  themselves.  These  two 
chains  in  their  relative  positions  formed  an 
acute  angle,  being  at  their  greatest  distance 
asunder,  as  measured  along  the  sea  coast,  only 
sixteen  miles. 

As  these  gentlemen  were  limited  in  point  ^f 
time  (twelve  weeks  having  been  deemed  by  the 
Governor  sufficient  for  the  execution  of  this 
service),  the  fear  of  losing  a  wind  favourable, 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  principal  object  of  the 
voyage,  that  of  sailing  through  the  strait,  deter- 
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red  them  from  trying  to  reach  the  head  of  the 
river. 

The  quality  of  the  ground  was  far  superior 
to  that  of  the  borders  of  any  of  the  salt  water 
inlets  of  New  South  Wales,  Western  Port  ex- 
cepted. The  vegetable  mould  was,  however, 
found  to  be  of  no  great  depth,  and  was  some- 
times mixed  with  small  quantities  of  sand. 

The  best  of  the  soil  was  found  upon  the  sides 
of  sloping  hills,  and  in  the  broad  vallies  between 
them.  Some  parts  that  were  low  and  level  had 
a  wet  surface,  bounded  by  small  tracts  of  flower- 
ing shrubs  and  plants,  that  absolutely  perfum- 
ed the  air.  These  retained  in  general  the  ap- 
pearance of  those  in  New  South  Wales,  while 
they  were  in  reality  very  different.  The  two 
countries  present  a  perfect  similarity  in  this,  that 
the  more  barren  spots  are  the  most  gaily  adorned. 

Except  in  these  places  the  grass  does  not  grow 
in  tufts,  but  covers  the  land  equally  with  a  short 
herbage,  better  adapted  for  small  than  of  large 
cattle.  The  food  for  the  latter  grows  in  the  bot- 
toms of  the  vallies  and  on  the  damp  flats.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  soil  promised  a  fair  re- 
turn to  the  labours  of  the  cultivator,  but  the 
greater  part  would  perhaps  be  more  advantage- 
ousl}^  employed  if  left  for  pasturage,  than  if 
thrown  into  cultivation. 

Water  was  found  in  runs  more  than  in  ponds, 
not  very  plentiful,  but  far  from  being  scarce. 

The  west  side  of  the  river  possessed  the  larg- 
est quantity  of  the  best  ground,  because  thei 
mountains  on  that  side  are  at  a  greater  distance 
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than  those  on  the  east.  The  country  lying  near 
the  west  arm  is  rather  flat,  and  might  be  con- 
verted to  many  useful  purposes. 

The  best  land  seemed  to  be  that  fine  hilly 
country  at  the  back  of  an  island  named  Middle- 
Island  ;  but  access  to  it  is  not  easy,  on  account 
of  a  large  shoal  extending  along  its  front,  which 
is  dry  at  low  water,  as  far  out  as  the  island  itself. 
The  shape  of  the  land  is  very  pleasingly  varie- 
gated with  hill  and  valley  ;  the  soil  is  in  general 
a  rich  black  mould,  shallow,  and  even  some- 
times a  little  stony,  on  the  hills,  but  in  the  val- 
lies  abundant  depth  and  richness.  A  close  coat 
of  grass  of  a  uniform  thickness  overspreads  it 
every  where.  It  appears  to  be  watered  only  by 
swampy  ponds,  which  in  many  places  are  at 
some  distance  from  each  other. 

The  heavy  timber  is  chiefly  of  the  various 
species  of  the  gum  tree  ;  of  which  two  are  differ- 
ent from  any  that  have  been  yet  seen  in  this  coun*- 
try.  But,  from  the  few  trees  that  have  been  fell- 
ed, it  was  thought  to  be  more  sound  at  heart 
than  they  are  usually.  The  she  oaks  Avere  more 
inclined  to  spread  than  grow  tall.  The  tree  pro- 
ducing the  yellow  gum  is  of  a  very  diminutive 
size  ;  but,  unlike  that  of  Cape  Barren  Island,  it 
bears  a  reed  correspondent  to  itself.  These  were 
going  into  flower,  and  their  length  was  only 
from  nine  inches  to  two  feet. 

Grey  kangaroos  of  a  large  size  abounded  in 
the  open  forest,  and  the  brushes  with  the  smaller 
black  kind. 

The  gloomy  plumage  of  the  parrots  forms  a 


284  HISTORY    OF 

contrast  with  the  lustre  of  tliose  near  the  settle* 
inent.  The  cry  of  the  bell-bird  seems  to  be  un^ 
known  here.  Aquatic  birds,  vveb-iooted  and 
waders,  frequent  the  arms  and  covers  of  the  ri- 
ver :  b.it  the  black  swans  alone  are  remarkable 
in  point  of  nuQiber.  Mr.  Btiss  once  saw  three 
hundred  swimming  within  the  space  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile;  and  heard  the  "dying  song"  so  ce- 
lebrated by  the  poets.  Not  more  than  two-thirds 
of  any  of  the  flocks  which  they  fell  in  with  could 
fly ;  the  rest  could  do  no  more  than  flap  along 
upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  being  either 
moulting,  or  not  yet  come  to  their  full  feather 
and  growth,  which  they  require  two  years  to  at-- 
tain.  They  swam  and  flapped  alternately,  and 
went  surprisingly  fast.  It  Mas  sometimes  a  long 
chase,  but  the  boat  generally  tired  them  out, 
Wh^n  in  danger,  speed  makes  no  part  of  their 
escape :  they  immerse  their  bodies  so  far,  that 
the  water  makes  a  passage  between  their  neck 
and  back,  and  in  this  position  they  would  avoid 
a  heavy  load  of  shot.  They  seemed  endowed 
with  much  sagacity  ;  in  chase  they  soon  learned 
the  weakest  point  of  their  pursuers,  and,  instead 
of  swimming  directly  from  them,  as  they  did  at 
first,  always  endeavoured  in  the  most  artful  man-;- 
ner  to  gain  ihe  wind. 

The  swan  is  said  to  feed  upon  fish,  frogs, 
and  water-slugs  ;  but  in  the  gizards  of  many 
that  at  different  times  and  in  different  places 
were  examined,  nothmg  appeared  but  small  wa- 
ter plants,  and  sois.c  little  sand.  Of  their  affec-r 
tion  for  their  young  he  had  seen  some  sacri- 
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fices ;  but  of  their  fierceness,  -when  opposed  to 
man,  or  their  great  strength,  he  had  seen  no  in- 
stance. 

Among  other  reptiles  were  found  the  snake 
with  venomous  fangs,  and  some  brown  guanoes. 

This  country  is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  the 
extreme  shyness  of  the  natives  prevented  any 
kind  of  communication  whatever.  They  ne- 
ver even  got  sight  of  them  but  once,  and  that 
at  a  great  distance.  They  had  made  fires  abreast 
where  the  sloop  was  at  anchor;  but  as  soon  as  the 
boat  approached  the  shore  they  ran  off  to  the 
woods.  Their  huts,  of  which  seven  or  eight  were 
frequently  found  together  like  a  little  encamp- 
ment, were  constructed  of  bark  torn  in  long 
stripes,  after  being  divided  transversely  at  the 
bottom,  in  such  breadths  as  their  strength  would 
be  able  to  disengage  them  from  the  u^ood.  It 
is  then  broken  into  lengths,  and  placed,  sloping- 
wise,  against  the  elbowing  part  of  some  dead 
branch  that  had  fallen  off  limbs  of  the  gum  tree; 
and  a  little  grass  is  sometimes  thrown  over  the 
top.  But  they  have  not  ingenuity  enough  to 
place  the  slips  of  bark  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
preclude  the  rain. 

The  only  utensil  observed  lying  near  their 
huts  was  a  kind  of  basket  made  of  long  grass.  The 
two  ends  of  a  large  bunch  of  this  grass  are  tied 
to  the  two  ends  of  a  smaller  bunch  ;  the  large 
one  is  then  spread  out  to  form  the  basket,  while 
the  smaller  answers  the  purpose  of  a  handle. 
Their  use  is  to  bring  shell  fish  from  the  mud 
banks  where  they    are    collected.       The  large 
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heaps  of  muscle  shells  found  neareach  hut  proved 
the  mud  banks  to  be  a  principal  source  of  food. 
On  an  examination  of  their  fire-places,  nothing, 
except  a  few  bones  of  the  opossum  or  squirrel, 
and  here  and  there  those  of  a  small  kangaroo, 
were  discovered. 

The  mode  of  taking  the  opossum  seemed  to 
be  similar  to  that!practised  in  New  South  V/alcs, 
except  that  they  use  a  rope  "n  ascending  the 
tree;  for  at  the  foot  of  a  notched  tree,  about 
eight  feet  of  a  two-inch  ropd  made  of  grass  was 
found  with  a  knot  in  it,  near  which  it  appeared 
broken. 

To  tl!e  canoe  they  w^ere  strangers,  as  one  was 
never  met  with,  nor  was  any  tree  ever  observed 
to  be  barked  in  the  manner  requisite  for  tins 
purpose  ;  though  birds  bred  upon  little  islands  to 
which  access  might  be  had  in  the  smallest  canoe. 
The  roughness  of  the  notches  left  by  the  stone 
hatchet  upon  the  bark  of  the  trees  bore  no  fa- 
vourable testimony  to  its  excellence.  Tliey 
were  rather  the  marks  of  a  rough  than  of  a 
sharp  edged  tool,  and  seemed  more  beaten  than 
cut,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the  marks 
left  by  the  stone  hatchet  of  New  South  Wales. 

The  range  of  the  thermometer,  taken  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  port,  was  at  night  from  49°  to 
52^,  and  at  noon  from  58°  to  64°. 

On  the  20th  of  November  they  left  Port  Dal- 
rymple  with  a  light  breeze  at  N.E.  and  proceed- 
ed slowly  to  the  westward.  At  day-light  the 
following  morning,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  W. 
by   N.   which  drove  them  back  to  Furneaux's 
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Islands,  where,  the  gale  continuing  at  west,  they 
were  kept  until  the  .3d  of  December,  when  they 
were  enabled  to  proceed  to  the  westward.  The  land 
here  trended  to  the  W.  N.  W.  as  far  as  visible 
through  thehaze,  which  suflferedthem  only  to  dis- 
tinguish that  it  was  high  and  uneven.  At  noon  the 
latitude  was  40°  58',  and  the  longitude  140''  44'. 
Their  progress  was  slow;  but  what  was  seen  of 
it  appeared  high  and  mountainous,  the  moun- 
tains forming  into  low  geaks,  to  which  a  few 
large  shapeless  knobs  added  a  great  singularity. 
On  the  haze  clearing  away,  and  the  shore  being 
distinctly  seen,  it  appeared  rocky,  but  wooded 
nearly  down  to  the  water's  edge.  Here  and 
there  were  seen  spaces  of  open  ground,  some  of 
Avhich  sloped  toward  the  sea,  and  had  a  few  large 
trees  growing  on  them.  A  peaked  mountain, 
some  miles  inland,  might  have  been  thought, 
from  its  shape  and  height,  to  have  been  once  a 
volcano. 

On  the  6th,  towards  noon,  soon  after  passing 
Circular  Head,  the  outermost  land  in  sight 
stretched  so  far  on  the  northward,  that  the 
course  to  clear  it  was  N.  N.  W.  It  formed  like 
two  hummocks. 

Nothing  new  presented  itself  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  but  some  small  flights  of  sooty  petrels. 

On  the  8th,  being  threatened  with  a  gale,  they 
came  to  anchor  under  the  land,  off  a  small  beach 
on  its  N.  E.  part,  v/here  the  S.  W.  wind  could 
not  molest  the  vessel.  Here  Mr.  Bass  land- 
ed to  examine  the  country  ;  but  the  tall  stur- 
dy brash--wood  grew  so  close,   that  their  dogs 


283  HISTORY    OF 

could  hardly  make  their  way  through  it.  Se-* 
veral  patches  seemed  to  have  been  burnt  many 
months  ago,  but  the  small  brush  and  creeping 
vines  only  were  destroyed  :  the  closeness  of  the 
blackened  saplings  was  still  irresistible.  A  few 
starved  gum  trees  erected  tiieir  heads  above  the 
brusli-Vv'ood,  and  the  whole  wore  an  aspect  of 
poverty.  The  rocks  were  composed  of  quartz, 
probably  a  species  of  granite,  but  unlike  what 
formed  Furneaux's  Islands. 

Leaving  this  place  on  the  9th,  they  steered 
for  the  outermost  land  in  sight  and  was  distant 
three  or  four  leagues.  After  rounding  the  end 
of  the  land  under  which  they  had  anchored,  its 
shores  fell  back,  and  discovered  to  them  it  was 
an  island  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  in 
circuit,  and  situated  between  four  and  five 
from  the  main.  It  was  with  the  greatest  aston- 
ishment that  they  recollected  the  fire  places  and 
sea  shells  which  they  had  the  preceding  even- 
ingseen  upontheisland.  This  island  had  bestowed 
on  it  the  name  of  the  Three  Hummock  Island. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  morning,  some 
millions  of  sooty  petrels  passed  the  vessel  on  their 
way  to  the  westward. 

Having  passed  within  a  mile  of  a  pointed  part 
of  the  main,  which  in  height  and  vegetation 
resembled  Three  Hummock  Island,  towards 
noon  they  came  up  with  some  land,  which  prov- 
ed to  be  a  small  island,  high  and  steep;  and  a 
long  swell,  which  had  just  before  made  its  first 
appearance,  broke  violently  upon  it,  making  a 
furious  surf  op.   all    sides.      Its    summit   was 
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whitened  over  with  birds.  With  difficulty  a 
landing  was  effected,  and,  after  an  encounter 
with  some  seals  that  stood  above,  they  reached 
tlie  top.  The  birds  found  were  albatrosses. 
The  spread  of  their  wings  was  from  seven  to  nine 
feet;  and  the  appearance  of  their  visitors  did 
not  occasion  much  disturbance  among  them, 
even  when  they  approached  close  to  them.  The 
females  sat  upon  theirnests,  this  being  the  season 
or  their  breeding:  the  nests  were  not  more  than  a 
foot  and  a  halfapart,  built  of  muddy  earth,  bound 
with  grass,  raised  about  four  inches  from  the 
ground.  One  young  bird  was  in  each  nest,  of 
the  size  of  a  small  pullet,  covered  with  a  beau- 
tifully white  down  ;  at  some  distance  resem- 
bling a  ball  of  cotton.  Some  nests  held  an  addled 
egg  of  a  dirty  white  colour,  and  equal  in  size 
to  that  of  a  goose.  The  nests  were  so  near  each 
other,  and  the  birds  so  conscious  of  the  strength 
of  their  sharp  bills,  that  in  going  through  them 
they  were  obliged  to  make  use  of  seal  clubs,  to 
procure  a  passage.  Even  the  young  ones  spout- 
ed plentiful  mouthfuls  of  a  kind  of  oil  on  them 
not  altogether  unpleasant. 

This  island,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Al- 
batross Island,  was  a  mass  of  stone,  without  any 
other  vegetation  than  a  few  tufts  of  coarse  grass. , 
Besides  albatrosses,  it  afforded  shelter  to  a  few 
hair  seals,  and  the  large  gull.  The  latitude  was 
40"  24',  the  longitude  143^  02'. 

Several  other   islands  were  seen  to  the  South- 
ward, and  the  coast  of  the  main  seemed  trended 
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in  the  same  direction.  A  deep  bight  lay  at  the 
back  of  these  islands,  Avith  points  and  openings 
visible  in  its  most  distant  part.  They  passed 
near  enough  to  determine  that  they  were  high, 
steep,  and  difficult  of  access.  Their  tops  and 
sloping  parts  were  grown  over  with  either  coarse 
grass  or  short  brush  ;  but  not  any  trees  appear- 
ed. The  largest  might  be  seven  or  eight  miles 
in  circuit;  the  smaller  were  mere  masses  of  rock, 
and  the  whole,  in  number  about  twelve,  obtained 
the  name  of  Hunter's  Isles. 

A  fresh  gale  at  E.  N.  E.  and  a  heavy  swell 
i"rom  the  S.  W.  drove  the  vessel  fast  to  the  South- 
ward and  Westward;  and  on  the  11th,  the  gale 
having  moderated,  they  stretched  in  for  the 
land,  a  large  extent  of  which  was  indistinctly 
visible  through  a  light  haze  that  hung  about  the 
horizon.  At  noon  the  latitude  was  41°  13',  and 
the  longitude  148°  58'.  With  a  fresh  breeze  at 
N.  N.  E.  they  bore  away  along  the  shore,  which 
trends  to  the  S.  E.  by  E.  and  was  distant  three 
or  four  miles. 

On  the  following  morning  the  wind  rounded 
to  the  Northward,  and  they  continued  along  the 
shore.  Early  in  the  forenoon  they  passed  a  sin- 
gular point,  with  a  number  of  lumps  of  rock  ly- 
ing some  two  or  three  miles  off  it  to  the  S.  W. 
It  resembled  an  artificial  pier,  or  mole,  with 
warehouses  upon  it,  and  a  light-house  on  the  end 
next  the  Avater.  Large  masses  of  detached  ob- 
long rocks  gave  the  appearance  of  warehouses, 
and  a  rernarkable  long  one,  standing  upon  its 
end,  that  of  tlie  light-house. 
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Neither  Mr.  Bass,  nor  his  fellow  voyager, 
Lieut.  FlinderSjhesitated  to  think  they  had  passed 
through  the  strait,  and  from  the  Pacific  had 
entered  the  southern  Indian  ocean  ;  for  what 
within  the  extent  of  a  vast  sea  could  give  birth 
to  tlie  monstrous  swell  now  rolling  in  before 
their  eyes?  and  the  coast  was  evidently  trending 
towards  the  S.  W.  cape. 

It  was  Avorthy  of  remark,  that  the  Northera 
shore  of  the  strait  from  Wilson's  Promontory 
to  Western  Port  resembled  the  bluff  bold  shore 
of  an  open  sea,  with  a  swell  rolling  io,  and  a 
large  surf  breaking  upon  it :  while  the  Southern 
shore,  or  what  is  the  coast  of  Van  Diemen's 
Land,  appeared  like  the  inner  shore  of  a  cluster 
of  islands,  whose  outer  parts  break  off  the  great 
weight  of  the  sea. 

On  the  nth  in  the  afternoon  a  piece  of  land 
like. an  island  was  discovered  standing  out  of 
the  line  of  the  coast,  but  was  found  joined  to 
the  main  by  a  sandy  beach.  The  shore  behind 
it  was  rugged  and  craggy,  and  the  land  was 
both  sterile  and  stony.  As  night  came  on  the 
vessel  stood  off  to  the  Westward,  and  at  day- 
light the  next  morning  came  in  with  the  land 
jiear  the  same  spot,  and  ran  along  the  shore  at 
N.  W. 

About  noon  the  coast  rose  into  chains  of  high 
mountains,  in  the  same  line  as  the  coast,  in 
latitude  43^  07',  the  longitude  145°  42'.  Some 
smoke  rising  astern  the  vessel,  was  the  first 
circumstance  which  afforded  proof  of  inhabit- 
ants being  on  this  West  coast. 
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On  the  1 3tb  they  found  the  vessel  had  been 
carried  in  the  night  to  leeward  of  a  break  in  the 
land  they  had  seen  the  preceding  evening, 
which  appeared  like  the  entrance  of  an  harbour, 
the  north  point  of  which  was  named  Point  St. 
Vincent. 

In  the  evening  they  passed  the  S.  W.  cape  of 
Van  DiemenJs  Land,  hitberto  knoM'n  as  that  of 
New  Holland.  It  is  a  narrow  piece  of  land, 
with  two  hummocks.  Passing  the  cape,  they 
went  between  De  Witt's  Isles  and  the  main,  and 
at  sunset  they  were  only  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  South  Cape. 

Tbe  South  West  and  South  Capes  lie  nearly  East 
and  West  of  each  other,  distant  nearly  fifteen 
leagues.  Tbe  coast  between  forms  the  Southern 
boundary  of  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

The  extremity  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  presents 
a  rugged  front  to  the  icy  regions  of  the  south 
pole,  and  seems  to  have  extended  further  South 
than  at  present.  It  has  numerous  peaks,  ridges, 
gaps  and  fissures,  tliat  seemed  to  disdain  tbe 
smallest  uniformity  of  figure.  Beneath  this  con- 
fusion is  observed  an  equal  regularity.  Lofty 
ridges  of  mountains,  bounded  by  large  cliffs, 
project  for  miles  into  the  sea,  at  nearly  equal 
distances  from  each  other,  with  a  breadth  from 
one  to  two  miles.  Tbe  bays  between  them  are 
backed  by  sandy  beaches.  These  buttresses  ap- 
pear to  be  the  southern  extremities  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

De  V/itt's  Isles  are  twelve  in  number,  and  of 
various  sizes.     The  two  largest  are  three  or  four 
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miles  in  circuit.  Tlieir  sides  are  steep  ;  but  their 
height  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  main.  The 
largest  is  the  lowest.  The  smaller  isles  are  little 
more  than  lumps  of  rock,  of  which  that  called 
by  Captain  Cook  the  Mew  Stone  is  the  south- 
ernmost. Their  appearance,  like  that  of  the 
main,  bespeaks  sterility  ;  but,  superior  to  the 
greater  part  oF  it,  tliey  produce  a  covering  of 
brush,  and  upon  the  sides  are  a  few  stinted 
gum  trees. 

A  smoke  that  arose  at  the  back  of  one  of  the 
bights  shewed  the  main  to  be  inhabited. 

The  South  Cape  is  easily  to  be  distinguished 
from  any  other  projection  in  its  neighbourhood. 
Besides  being  the  southernmost,  it  is,  a  promon- 
tory making  like  a  foreland,  sloping  gradually 
as  it  runs  towards  the  sea,  Vvhere  it  ends  in  a 
perpendicular  cliff. 

About  sunset  the  fresh  N.  Yi.  wind  died  away 
suddenly  ;  and  a  squall  from  the  Westward,  of 
thunder,  lightning,  and  heavy  rain,  soon  car- 
ried them  round  the  South  Cape,  and,  by  dark, 
brought  them  off  Storm- Bay,  where  they  hauled 
to  the  wind  with  the  sloop's  head  up  the  bay, 
meaning,  in  the  morning,  to  proceed  by  this 
bay  to  the  Derwent  river. 

The  night  M'as  squally,  and  by  daylight  next 
morning  (the  14th)  it  was  found  that  the  ves- 
sel had  drifted  across  the  mouth  of  Storm-Bay, 
or  Storm- Bay-Passage.  Tasman's-head,  its  East- 
ern point,  bore  N.  E.  distant  three  miles.  Being 
too  far  to  leeward  to  fetch  up,  and  the  gale,  con- 
tinuing, they  bore  away  round  Tasman's-head. 
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Nothing  remarkable  was  observed  about  Tas- 
man's-head,  except  two  small  islands  lying  off 
it,  at  the  distance  of  a  half  or  three  quarters  of  a 
mile ;  and  close  to  them  were  the  two  rocks 
named  the  Friars.  Tlie  vegetation  on  the  inner- 
most of  the  two  small  islands  had  been  burnt  in 
a  manner  similar  to  that  on  De  Witt's  Isles. 

Passing' Fluted  Cape,  a  fine  piece  ofbasaltes, 
and  Penguin  Island,  they  brought  up  under 
Cape  Frederick  Henry,  the  north  point  of  Ad- 
venture Bay  ;  and,  the  wind  blg>wing  strong  off 
it,  and  the  sloop  being  light  and  leewardly,  they 
bore  round  Cape  Frederick  Henry,  hauling  on 
the  north  of  it  into  the  ba)^,  and  thus  got  into 
the  Derwent  river  :  but,  finding  themselves 
likely  to  lose  ground^  by  tacking,  they  stood 
into  Henshaw's  Bay,  and  vv'ere  greatly  surprised 
to  find  that,  instead  of  its  being  a  mere  shallow 
bight,  as  laid  down  in  Hayes's  chart,  it  extended 
many  miles  to  the  northw^ard.  The  whole  now 
bears  the  name  of  Frederick  Henry  Ba3^  In 
this  very  extensive  bay  they  remained  a  week, 
traversing  and  measuring  various  parts  of  its 
shores. 

The  surrounding  country  Avas  found  miserable, 
presenting  little  fit  even  for  pasturage,  and  none 
good  enough  for  cultivation,  except  near  a  shal- 
low lagoon  on  the  West  side,  on  the  borders  of 
which  were  seven  or  eight  hundred  acres  of  low 
ground,  of  a  black  mould.  Near  the  best  part 
was  a  large  fresh  water  swamp,  overgrown  with 
.reeds  and  bulrushes. 
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In  the  evening  of  the  21st  they  entered  the 
mouth  of  the  Derwent. 

In  passing  between  two  islands,  the  heads  of 
the  sea-weed,  named  from  its  size  (Gigantic), 
were  shewino-  themselves  above  the  surface  in 
six  or  eioiht  fathoms  water. 

After  a  very  slow  course  of  about  twenty-six 
miles  to  N.  W.  the  Derwent  river  falls  into 
Frederick  Henry  Bay,  at  which  place  its  breadth 
is  two  miles  and  a  quarter,  and  ten  fathoms  deep. 
Several  hundred  yards  above  the  mouth,  it  is 
joined  by  the  Storm-Bay-Passage,  which  union 
makes  an  island  of  that  land  which  is  Adventure 
Bay.  This  island,  the  Derwent  river,  and  the 
Storm -Bay-Passage,  M^ere  the  discovery  of  Mr. 
Hayes,  of  -which  he  made  only  an  incorrect 
chart. 

That  dull  river  the  Derwent  not  being  affect- 
ed by  the  tides,  its  navigation  is  tedious,  parti- 
cularly with  a  foul  wind.  It  Avinds  through  a 
country  of  hills  and  mountains.  The  hills  on 
the  East  rise  directly  from  the  banks  ;  but  the 
mountains  to  the  Westward  are  at  the  distance 
of  some  miles  from  the  water  side,  and  have  hilly 
land  before  them.  The  hills  are  thinly  set  v/ith 
light  timber,  principally  short  oaks;  but  are  co- 
vered with  thick  grass,  free  from  brush-wood  or 
patches  of  shrubs.  The  soil  is  a  black  mould, 
deep  in  the  vallies,  very  shallow,  and  occasion- 
ally a  mixture  of  sand  and  small  stones.  As  the 
hills  descend  with  gentle  slopes,  the  vallies  be- 
tween are  extensive  and  flat. 
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Mr.  Bass  ascended  a  mountain  in  the  West 
three  miles  from  the  water,  and  so  conspicuous 
as  to  be  seen  from  every  part  of  the  Derwent, 
and  was  surprized  to  find  it  abound  with  tall 
gum-tree  timber  remarkably  straight. 

The  shore  on  the  East  side  of  the  river  is 
covered  with  a  good  soil,  lightly  wooded ;  on 
the  West  the  country  rises  suddenly  into 
stony  hills,  so  that  it  is  not  in  general  so  good 
as  in  other  places  :  a  few  patches  weie  observed 
of  eighty  or  one  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
land. 

The  strata  of  cliffs  were  broken,  and  lay 
sloping  in  different  directions  ;  several  pieces 
of  petrified  wood  and  lumps  of  stone  were  in- 
veloped,  or  rather  stuck  into  the  matter  of  the 
rock,  which,  although  in  colour  much  like  a 
yellow  tinged  clay,  yet  had  the  usual  rough 
porous  surface  peculiar  to  such  substances.  Here 
as  in  other  places  it  was  hard,  but  did  not 
scintillate  with  steel,  and  was  divided  by  lines 
of  a  still  harder  iron-tinged  stone  into  squares 
and  parallelograms  of  various  sizes.  From  one 
of  these  intersecting  lines,  Mr.  Bass  took  a 
small  lump  of  this  ferruginous  stone,  that  seemed 
to  have  bubbled  up,  and  to  have  hardened  in 
the  form  of  an  ill-shaped  bunch  of  small  grapes. 
Some  of  the  neighbouring  cliffs  for  several 
yards  were  formed  into  basaltic  columns. 

In  crossing  one  of  the  heads  between  two 
bays  Mr.  B.  met  with  a  deep  hole  in  the  ground 
which  seemed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  fall- 
ing  in   of    the    earth.      It    extended    about 
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twenty-two  yards  by  seventeen  ;  its  depth  twen- 
ty. And  the  sides  were  both  rather  smooth  and 
'perpendicular.  A  little  surf  that  washed  up  within 
it  proved  a  communication  with  the  river,  by  a 
narrow  subterraneous  passage  of  from  ten  to 
sixteen  feet  in  height,  and,  according  to  the 
distance  of  the  hole  from  the  edge  of  the  cliff, 
about  thirty-five  yards  in  length.  Proceeding 
on  the  West  side  from  1  oint  William  to  Shoal 
Point,  the  land  is  too  stony  on  the  hills  for 
cultivatioii,  but  proper  for  pasturage.  The  val- 
lies  are  certainly  adapted  to  grain. 

The  land  round  Prince  of  Whales  Cove  is  level, 
and  often  clayey.  About  three  hunched  acres 
of  open  ground,  called  King  George's  Plains, 
seem  avcII  calculated  for  the  purpose  of  rearing 
grape  vines. 

llie  land  at  the  head  of  Risdon  Creek,  on  the 
East  side,  seems  preferable  to  any  othej  on  the 
banks  of  the  Derwent. 

Herdsman's  Cove,  above  Risdon  Creek,  has  a 
laroe  tract  of  o-ood  land  IviuQ- at  its  head.  The 
country,  which  is  thin  of  timber,  rounds  in- 
to grassy  hills  of  gentle  ascent.  Tlie  soil  con- 
sists of  more  brown  earth  than  black  mould  ;  on 
the  sides  and  to^s  of  the  hills  it  is  stony.  A 
chainwfponds  intersecting  the  hills  affords  a  con- 
tinual stream  of  fresh  water  to  the  head  of  the 
Cove. 

Not  supposing  the  sloop  could  proceed  above 
Herdsman's  Cove,  they  went  up  the  river  in  her 
boat,  under  the  idea  that  one  tide  would  enable 
them  to  reach  its  source  ;   but  they    were  mis- 

8.  Q  Q 
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taken.  When  the  returning  tide  met  them,  the 
water  had  become  fresh  :  the  stream  was  two 
hundred  and  thirty  yards  in  breadth,  and  in 
depth  three  fathoms.  It  was  wedged  in  between 
high  grassy  hills  that  descended  to  the  river. 

In  their  excursion  a  human  voice  reached 
them  from  the  hills,  when  they  landed,  carrying 
one  of  several  swans  they  had  shot.  Having 
nearly  reached  the  summit,  twp  females  sudden- 
ly appeared  at  some  distance  before  them:  each 
snatched  up  a  basket,  and  ran  off.  A  man  then 
appeared,  and  suffered  them  to  approach  him 
without  any  signs  of  fear.  He  accepted  the 
swan  with  joy,  and  seemed  to  esteem  it  of  value. 

He  was  unintelligible  to  them,  even  as  they 
were  to  him.  They  addressed  him  in  several  of 
the  dialects  of  New  South  Wales,  and  some  few 
of  the  most  common  words  of  the  South  Sea 
Islands.  W^ith  some  difficulty  they  made  him 
understand  they  wished  to  see  his  habitation. 
He  pointed  over  the  hills,  and  proceeded  on- 
wards, often  stopping  under  pretence  of  having 
lost  the  tract  ;  which  made  them  suspect  his 
aim  v/as  to  amuse  and  tire  them.  Judging, 
therefore,  that  in  persisting  to  follow  him  they 
must  lose  the  remaining  part  of  the  flood  tide, 
they  parted  from  him  in  great  friendship. 

This  man  was  short,  slight,  and  of  a  mid- 
dle age,  with  a  countenance  more  expressive  of 
intelligence  than  of  that  ferocity  or  stupidity 
which  generally  characterized  the  other  natives; 
his  features  were  less  negro-like  than  theirs ;  and 
fln  the  top  of  his  head  were  plaisters  of  red  earth. 
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His  hair  was  either  naturally  short  and  close,  or 
had  been  rendered  so  by  burning,  and,  although 
short  and  stiffly  curled,  they  did  not  think  it. 
woolly;'*  He  was  armed  with  two  ill-made 
spears  of  solid  wood. 

No  part  of  the  dressof  Mr.  Bassor  Lieut,  Flin* 
ders  attracted  his  attention,  except  the  red  silk 
handkerchiefs  round  their  necks  ;  and  their  fire 
arms  were  to  him  objects  neither  of  curiosity 
nor  fear. 

This  was  the  first  man  they  spoke  with  in  Van 
Diemen's  Land,  andhisopendeportment  ledtheni 
to  form  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  disposition 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  conjecture,  if  the  country 
was  peopled  in  the  usual  numbers,  he  would  not 
have  been  the  only  one  they  would  have  met. 

They  found  many  huts  on  the  shores  of  the 
river,  of  the  same  bad  construction  as  those  of 
Port  Dalrymple,  but  v.ith  fewer  muscle- shells 
lying  near  them.  The  natives  of  this  place 
draw  the  principal  part  of  their  food  from  the 
woods :  the  bones  of  small  animals  were  nume- 
rous round  their  deserted  fire-places  ;  and  the 
two  spears  which  they  saw  in  the  hands  of  the 
man  were  similar  to  those  used  for  hunting  in 
other  parts  ;  and  many  trees  were  observed  to 
be  notched  for  the  purpose  of  climbing. 

No  canoes  were  ever  seen,  nor  any  tree  so 
barked  as  to  answer  that  purpose.  And  yet  all 
the  islands  in  Frederick-Henry  Bay  had  evi- 
dently been  visited. 

*  Mr.  Raven,  returning  to  England  in  the  BuiFalo,  put  into 
Adventure  Bay,  where  this  man  was  seen,  and  cut  off  some 
wool  from  the  head  of  a  native  there. 
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The  feathered  tribes  were  similar  to  those 
of  Port  Dalrymple.  The  flocks  of  black  SM^ans 
even  exceeded  those  they  had  before  met  with. 

The  most  formidable  among  the  reptiles  was 
the  black  snake  with  venomous  fangs,  and  so 
much  in  colour  resembling  a  burnt  stick,  that  a 
close  inspection  could  only  detect  the  difference. 

Mr.  Bass  once,  with  his  eyes  cautiously  di- 
rected towards  the  ground,  stepped  over  one 
which  was  lyingasleep  among  some  black  sticks, 
and  would  have  passed  on  without  observing  it, 
had  not  its  rustling  and  loud  hiss  attracted  his 
attention. 

He  resolved  to  take  it  alive,  and  try  the  ef- 
fect of  its  bite  on  a  ha^'k  at  that  time  in  the 
sloop.  In  the  contest,  he  turned  round  and  bit 
himself  severelv;  in  a  few  minutes  after  which  he 
was  overcome.  His  exertions,  however,  were  still 
vigorous,  and  Mr.  Bass  expected,  as  he  began 
to  reco'^'cr himself,  they  would  increase;  but  in 
less  than  ten  minutes  he  died.  Having  never 
before  known  a  snake  of  this  size  to  be  killed  by 
a  few  very  slight  blows  with  a  stick  so  rotten  as 
scarcely  to  bear  the  M'eight  of  its  own  blow,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  death  so  sudden 
succeeded  so  much  vigour  in  an  animal  so 
tenacious  of  life.  When,  three  hours  afterwards, 
the  skin  "was  stripped  off,  the  flesh  for  some  dis- 
tance round  tlie  marks  of  his  teeth  was  found 
inflamed  and  discoloured:  thus  this  reptile  prov- 
ed a  suicide. 

Every  particular  relative  to  the  Derwent  river 
being  stated,  and  all  the   inforrnation  of  Van 
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.Diemen's  Land  related,  it  may  be  esteemed  higlilj 
proper  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  this 
country  and  new  South  Wales  appear  to  differ 
in  their  most  essential  quality,  that  of  their  soil. 

In  adjusting  the  comparative  fertility  of  the 
soils  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  and  New  South 
Wales,  theircontrasteddispositionsare  more  pro- 
minent than  any  inequality  in  their  quantity. 
They  are  poor  countries  ;  but,  as  fiir  as  t!ie  eye 
of  discovery  has  yet  penetrated  in  either,  the 
cultivable  soil  of  the  latter  is  found  I  vino-  in  a 
few  distinct  patches  of  varying  quality  ;  while 
the  soil  of  the  former,  being  more  equally 
spread,  those  spots  of  abundant  richness,  or 
large  wilds  of  sterility,  are  less  frequei-itly  seen. 

Although  Van  Diemen's  Land  seems  to  possess 
few  or  none  of  those  depths  of  soil  which  the 
happiest  spots  of  New  Soutli  Wales  are  blessed 
with,  it  seldom  excludes  the  hopes  of  its  tra- 
veller with  those  tracts  which  disarm  industry. 

In  point  of  productive  'soil  Mr.  Bass  gives 
the  advantage  to  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

Two  rivers  only,  Port  Dalrymple  and  the 
Derwent,  are  known  to  descend  from  Van  Die- 
men's  Land  ;  and  by  Point  St.  Vincent  possibly 
there  may-  be  a  third.  But  two  or  thiee  rivers 
bear  but  a  scanty  proportion  to  the  island. 

On  the  3d  of  January  thc}^  quitted  the  River 
Derwent,  and  proceeded  to  the  Northward,  coast- 
ing the  East  side  of  Frederick-Henry  Bay.  The 
figure  of  the  shore,  bctvveen  v.diat  is  now  called 
Basaltes  and  Cape  Pillar,  exhibited  one  of  those 
greatworks  of  nature  which  seldom  fails  exciting 
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surprise:  it  was  all  basaltic.  The  cape  Is  a  vast 
high  wedge,  which  projects  into  the  sea,  sur- 
mounted by  lofty  columns. 

After  passing  Cape  Pillar,  some  islands  be- 
came visible  to  the  Northward  ;  but  they  did  not 
reach  them,  as  the  wind  failed.  On  the  next 
day,  they  arrived  within  five  miles  of  one  which 
in  its  general  appearance  bore  some  resemblance 
to  Furneaux's  Islands. 

On  the  7th  they  saw  Cape  Barren  Island. 
They  did  not  pass  through  the  channel,  or  pas- 
sage, which  divides  Furneaux's  Islands,  but 
discovered  why  Captain  Furneaux  named  the 
place  the  Bay  of  Shoals. 

Early  on  the  8th  they  neared  the  'islands 
lying  off  the  Patriarchs,  three  in  number  ;  the 
largest  of  which  was  high,  rocky,  and  barren, 
with  a  basis  of  granite,  which,  like  that  of  Pre- 
servation Island,  laid  scattered  about  in  large 
detached  blocks.  Landing  upon  the  outermost, 
Mr.  Bass  found  it  well  inhabited.  The  various 
tribes  had  divided  into  districts.  One  part  was 
white  with  gannets,  breeding  in  nests  of  earth 
nd  dried  grass.  Petrels  and  penguins  had  their 
imder-ground  habitations  in  those  parts  of  the 
island  which  had  the  most  grass.  The  rocks  of 
the  shore,  and  blocks  of  granite^  were  occupied 
by  the  pied  offensive  shag  and  common  gull ; 
geese,  red-bills,  and  quails,  lived  in  common, 
and  the  rest  was  appropriated  to  the  seals.  Mr. 
Bass  observed  with  surprise,  that  though  the 
principal  herd  made  off  as  usual  on  the  first  ap- 
proach, yet  the  males,  who  possessed  a  rock  to 
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themselves,  where  they  sat  with  their  wives  and 
progeny,  on  his  drawing  near  them,  hobbled  up 
with  a  menacing  roar,  and  fairly  commenced  the 
attack,  while  the  wives  seemed  to  rest  their  secu- 
rity upon  the  superior  courage  of  the  males  ;  for, 
instead  of  retreating  into  the  water  with  con- 
sternation, they  only  raised  themselves  upon 
their  fore  fins,  ready  to  go,  keeping  their  eye  on 
him. 

The  seal  is  reckoned  stupid  ;  but  Mr.  B. 
noticed  many  signs  of  sagacity  in  them  ;  and 
was  of  opinion  that  a  seal  might  be  trained  to 
be  a  fisher  for  man,  even  as  a  hawk  is  his  fowler. 

Having  collected  wliat  stock  ^vas  necessary, 
they  stood  to  the  Northward,  and  on  the  12th 
reached  Port  Jackson. 

On  an  account  of  this  voyage  being  delivered  to 
the  governor,  he  named  the  principal  discovery 
Bass  Strait,  as  a  tribute  due  to  the  correctness  of 
that  judgment  which  led  to  the  supposition  that 
the  south-westerly  winds  which  rolled  in  on  the 
Western  shores  could  proceed  only  from  their 
being  exposed  to  the  Southern  Indian  Ocean. 

The  principal  advantage  likely  to  arise  to 
the  settlement  from  this  discovery  was,  the  expe- 
diting of  the  passage  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  Port  Jackson.  But  there  is  a  greater 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  making  a  passage 
through  the  strait.  The  major  part  of  the  ships 
that  have  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  have  met  with 
N.  E.  winds  on  opening  the  sea  round  the  South 
Cape  and  Cape  Pillar,  and  have  been  so  retarded 
by  them,  that  a  fourteen  days'  passage  to  the 
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port  is  reckoned  to  be  a  fair  one,  although  ths. 
difference  of  latitude  is  but  ten  degrees.  If  by- 
going  through  Bass  Strait  the  N.  E.  winds  can 
be'avoided,  which  would  be  the  case,  a  Meek  or 
more  would  be  gained  by  it. 

This  strait  presents  another  advantage. 
From  the  prevalence  of  the  N.  E.  and  easterly 
winds  off  the  South  Cape,  many  suppose  that  a 
passage  may  be  made  from  thence  to  the  West- 
ward, either  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
India  ;  but  the  fear  of  the  great  unknown  bight 
between  the  South  Cape  and  the  S.  W.  Cape  of 
Lewen's  land,  lying  in  about  35°  South  and  113° 
East,  has  hitherto  prevented  the  trial.  The 
strait  removes  a  part  of  this  danger,  by 
presenting  a  place  of  retreat,  if  wanted  ;  and 
should  the  wind  come  at  S.  W.,  no  ship  need 
fear  making  a  good  stretch  to  the  W.  N.  W. 
There  is  besides  King  George  the  Third's  Sound, 
discovered  by  Capt.  Vancouver,  in  latitude  of 
So''  03'  South,  and  longitude  108°  12'  East. 

Thus  prosperously  did  the  voyage  of  Mr.  Bass 
and  Lieut.  Flinders  answer  every  purpose  the 
Governor  and  these  gentlemen  fondly  expected; 
and  to  future  ages,  most  probably,  will  be  left 
the  proper  elevation  of  these  navigators'  names 
in  the  Temple  of  Fame  ;  for  though  the  advan- 
tages may  now  be  seen,  they  will  undoubtedly 
hereafter  be  beneficially  felt. 
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IProm  the  interesting  voyage  of  discovery,  performed 
by  Mr.  Bass  and  Lieut.  Flinders,  we  must  return  to 
the  proceedings  at  the  colony. 

In  the  night  of  the  24th  of  January,  17.99,  the 
commissary's  house  was  robbed  to  a  considerable 
amount,  as  they  effected  an  entrance  into  the  store- 
room. 

The  governor  this  month  visited  Paramatta,  and 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  the  pasture  so  universally 
burnt  up,  that  the  cattle  were  in  want  of  grass;  and, 
as  the  drought  continued,  the  maize,  it  was  feared, 
would  fall  very  short  of  the  quantity  expected ;  his 
Excellency,  therefore,  ordered  a  return  to  be  made 
<)f  the  stock  of  grain,  that  he  might  see  on  what  he 
liad  to  depend. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Diana,  information  was 
brought  from  Norfolk  Island,  that  the  produce  of 
wheat  had  been  greater  this  liarvest  than  it  had  ever 
been  before;  but  the  maize,  for  want  of  rain,  was 
by  no  means  so  prolific ;  and  the  extravagant  price 
paid  for  wages,  had  obhged  the  settlers  to  advance 
the  price  of  wheat  to  fifteen  shillings  a  bushel. 

The  number  of  causes  for  the  recovery  of  debts, 
which  came  before  the  magistrates,  rendered  their 
business  very  troublesome;  and,  as  the  inventive 
GENIUS  of  the  convicts,  afforded  them  nearly  con* 
stant  employ  as  justices  of  the  peace :  an  order  was 
*7  uu 


30^  HISTORY    OF 

issued,  making  known,  that  pleas  of  debts  must  bd 
decided  by  the  court  of  civil  jurisdiction. 

At  the  close  of  January,  the  criminal  court  re- 
sumed its  operations :  Avhen  one  man  was  founci 
guilty  of  house-breaking,  a  second  for  forgery,  and 
a  third  for  having  shot  a  native  at  Botany  Bay.  The 
man  convicted  of  forgery  was  recommended  to  mercy, 
and  the  murderer  was  to  receive  corporal  punish- 
ment, at  the  execution  of  which  many  of  the 
natives  attended,  and  beheld  with  it  perfect  indiffer' 
ence. 

The  man  convicted  of  house-breaking,  suffered 
on  the  8th  of  February,  and  his  exhortations,  pre- 
vious to  execution,  had  scarce  ceased,  when  the 
court  was  assembled  for  the  trial  of  another  man  for 
the  same  offence,  of  which  he  was  convicted.  This 
man,  Samuel  Wright,  had  before  been  convicted 
but  received  a  pardon.  On  the  morning  of  the 
day,  now  appointed  for  his  execution,  he  cut  his 
throat,  but  in  so  slight  a  way,  as  evidently  shewed 
he  wished  only  to  delay  the  fulfilment  of  his  sentence, 
that  he  might  obtain  an  opportunity  of  making  an 
escape. 

A  few,  belonging  to  a  gang  of  thieves,  which  had 
for  sonie  time  infested  the  settlements,  and  plun- 
dered to  a  very  large  amount,  ^^•ere  brought  to  trial 
before  this  court,  but  not  being  capitally  convicted, 
some  were  ti^ansported  to  Norfolk  Island,  and  others 
flogged.  The  executions  of  those  sentences,  which 
the  offended  laws  of  every  nation  inflicts,  are  in  ge- 
neral esteemed  useful  as  warnings  to  others,  but,  tliat 
these  should  particularly  lose  that  effect  in  New 
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South  Wales,  should  by  no  means  excite  astonish- 
ment, as  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  been 
too  conversant  with  the  nature  of  crimes  and  pun- 
ishments, for  any  example  to  affect  them ;  particu 
lavly  while  a  ready  market  almost  continually  offered 
for  the  sale  of  any  stolen  articles,  which  must  be  the 
case  while  the  sailors  of  any  ships  were  suffered  to 
come  on  shore,  or  any  persons  permitted  to  go  on 
board  the  ships. 

About  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  1 1th,  the 
goal  at  Sydney  was  burnt  down;  there  were  above 
20  prisoners  all  ironed,  in  at  the  time  it  was  first  dis- 
covered, and  it  was  with  very  considerable  difficulty, 
they  were  brought  from  the  flames.  Not  the  least 
doubt  was  for  an  instant  entertained,  but  this  build- 
ing was  set  fire  to  purposely,  though  nothing  could 
be  discovered.  In  a  few  days  after  this  fire,  some 
of  the  Irish  convicts  with  blackened  faces,  broke 
into  the  house  of  one  of  the  missionaries,  and  not 
content  with  robbing  him  of  all  he  had,  they  wounded 
him  him  in  several  places. 

The  badness  of  the  harvest,  which  seemed  to  in- 
dicate a  very  material  degree  of  want  in  the  article 
of  grain,  by  no  means  tempted'  those  Avho  wished  to 
distil  spirituous  liquors,  to  forego  their  inclinations, 
though  so  repeatedly  forbidden,  consequendy  former 
orders  on  this  subject  were  repeated,  and  several  stills 
seized  and  destroyed. 

The  harvest  which  had  most  certainly  been  very 
liuproductive,  offered  to  the  settlers  an  excuse  foy 
^questing  the  loan  of  grain  from  the  public  store  foy 
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seed,  but  as  too  mmy  example^  had  proved  how 
lit;tle  good,  could  result  from  endeavouring  to  assist 
them,  they  were  refused,  for  their  own  stock  they 
were  known  to  have  sold  for  spirits,  and  in  some 
instances  even  that  lent  them  for  seed  before  they 
left  the  store  house  door,  and  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  obtaining  spirits ;  which  mayj  with  great  propriety, 
be  deemed  the  forbidden  fruit  of  New  South  Wales  ; 
and  the  effects  of  plucking  it  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  simile)  was  again  exemplified  on  the  last  day  of 
this  month,  when  a  soldier  was  found  dead,  sitting 
on  the  ground  with  his  back  reclined  against  the 
barracks  ;  _  he  had,  in  an  inordinate  desire  for  spiiits, 
taken  too  copious  a  draught  the  preceding  night,  and 
unable  to  reach  home,  undoubtedly  fell  down  in  the- 
position  he  was  found,  and  thus,  like  Bibo,  was  drunk 
when  he  died ;  and  though,  from  the  situation  iq 
which  he  was  found,  he  appeared  to  have  resigned , 
his  life  without  a  struggle;  it  aifords  to  any  mind 
capable  of  thinking,  an  example  at  once  just  and 
dreadful ;  for  the  mind,  thus  rendered  incapable  of 
retainmg  a.  proper  sense  of  the  Creator,  is  thus  shevvq 
not  fit  to  exist. 

Th^  excessive  heat  of  so  long  a  continuance  had 
vi?ry  much  affected  the  water.  Those  ponds  which 
still  retained  any-,  ^yere  so  reduced,  that  the  m.ajor 
part  of  tliern  were  beconie  most  intolerable  brackish, 
and  hardly  drinkable.  This  circumstance  made  it 
strongly  conjectured,  that  the  earth  contained  a  very 
large  portion  of  salt,  as  at  this  time  the  ponds  on  the 
iii^h  groun^ls  were  even  very  far  ixom  fresh.    ^1| 
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the  woods  from  Sydney  to  Paramatta  were  absolutely 
completely  on  lire,  the  trees  were  burnt  to  the  tops, 
and  all  the  grass  destroyed. 

To  coanteract  if  it  was  possible  the  vile  intentions 
of  those  wicked  wretclics  who  were  directly  or  in- 
directly concerned  in  setting  the  gaol  on  fire,  a 
strong  building  of  stone,  with  substantial  walls,  was 
began  this  month,  which  was  well  calculated  to  de- 
feat any  future  attempt  to  reduce  it  by  lire. 

The  long  dry  weather  which  had  prevailed,  to  the 
great  injury  of  cultivation,  was  succeeded  in  the  be- 
ginning of  March  by  rain  for  several  days,  which 
much  reti'eshed  the  gaidens  then  nearly  burnt  up, 
and  revived  at  all  parts  of  the  island  the  shockingly 
perishing  vegetation.  At  the  Hawkesbury,  a  sad 
accident  occured,  which,  proved  destructive,  to  the 
settlers  at  that  place.  The  river  suddenl}',  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hour^,  swelled  to  the  hei<Tht  of 
oO  feet  from  its  usual  level,  and  with  that  rapidity 
as  to  carry  every  thing  that  stood  in  the  way  before 
it.  The  government  store-house,  erected  at  the 
first  settling  in  this  part,  was  in  the  course  of  this  in- 
undation, swept  away,  with  all  the  provisions  it  con- 
tained. Several  inhabitants  were  taken  from  the 
ridges  of  their  houses,  by  boats,  only  in  time  to  save, 
their  lives;  for  most  of  the  dwellings  were  inundated, 
and  the  whole  country  appeared  one  extensive  lake. 
A  very  considerable  number  of  live  stock,  with  a 
great  part  of  the  produce  of  the  last  harvest,  and 
the  household  property  of  the  people,  were  driven 
by  the  torrent.  Fortunate  indeed  may  it  be  esteemed,, 
Quly  one  Ufe  was  lost. 
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This  proved  a  shocking  calamity  ,♦  as  no  can%e  had 
appeared  to  indicate  an  overflow  of  the  i'iver,  the 
settlers  were  by  no  means  prepared  for  such  an  event. 
The  natives  however  forsaw  it,  and  advised  the  in- 
habitants of  it,  but',  not  liking  to  be  taught  by  un- 
tutored savages,  they  neglected  their  advice,  and  thus 
ruinously  felt  the  effects.  There  was  no  doubt,  unper- 
ceived  by  the  settlers  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  in  the 
interior,  among  the  mountains,  and,  from  the  parched 
state  of  the  land  for  such  a  long  time,  it  had  not 
been  absorded,  but  ran  down  the  sides  of  the  hills, 
iilling  the  low  grounds,  and  branches  of  the  river, 
which,  was  in  form  strictly  surpentine,  and  could 
not  give  a  passage  to  the  water  as  fast  as  it  des- 
cended. 

It  was  very  generally  believed,  this  violent  inun- 
dation would,  however,  prove  beneficial  to  the  grounds 
overflowed,  making  them  produce  with  such  abund- 
ance as  to  cover  the  loss  sustained.  In  a  few  days 
this  collection  of  water  found  its  way  to  the  sea,  and 
the  river  resumed  its  usual  level,  when  settlers  began 
fresh  cropping  their  grounds;  for  which  purpose 
they  applied  to  the  Governor  for  seed  wheat,  which 
certainly  could  not  be  well  refused,  but  an  applica- 
tion made  at  the  same  time  for  beds  and  cloathing 
could  not  be  granted,  as  the  store  was  not  ricb 
enough  in  these  articles  to  afford  relief 

The  Rebecca  whaler  arriving,  brought  the  account 
of  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  which  was  celebrated  by 
a  discharge  of  the  artillery.  The  goods  which  arrived 
in  the  Rebecca  for  sale,  were  not  able  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  Sydney,  as  ^  bad  harvest  had  prevented 
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the  settlers  being  in  possession  of  any  money.  The 
Nautilus  was  therefore  chartered  to  convey  them  to 
Norfolk  Island,  where  they  might  find  a  market. 

The  Britannia  came  in  to  repair,  and  her  success 
could  by  means  be  complained  of,  as  she  had  pro- 
cured nearly  26  tons  of  oil,  while  absent,  and  had 
the  weather  been  more  favourable,  she  would  have 
taken  mucli  more. 

During  March  the  criminal  court  met  once,  v\hen 
one  man  received  sentence  of  death  for  house-break- 
ing ;  and  another  for  the  same  offence,  was  to  be 
transported  for  14  years.  The  civil  court  was  a 
week  deciding  a  vai^iety  of  causes  for  debt. 

On  the  1  St  of  April  the  criminal  court  was  assem- 
bled for  the  trial  of  a  soldier,  who  a  few  days  befor# 
stabbed  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Reliance,  that 
insulted  him  while  on  duty  as  centinel  on  a  wharf  at 
Sydney.  As  the  man  died,  the  soldier  was  of  course 
ti'ied  for  murder,  but  in  the  defence  he  made,  it 
was  proved  to  the  court  that  it  vras  occasioned  by 
the  intemperance  of  the  seaman,  in  consequence  of 
■which  he  was  accordingly  found  to  have  committed  a 
justifiable  homicide. 

To  this  effect  of  intoxication,  a  few  days  added 
another  victim,  in  the  person  of  a  female,  either  the 
real  or  pretended  wife  of  Simon  Taylor,  a  man  who 
had  ever  been  considered  one  of  the  very  fev/  indus- 
trious settlers  the  colony  could  boast.  They  had  been 
drinking  together,  unfortunately,  to  great  excess;  and 
in  that  state  quarrelled,  when  the  unhappy  man  put 
an  end  to  her  existence.  He  was  taken  into  custody 
imqaediately,  and  confined  for  trial. 


Sl-2  HISTORY    OF 

A  grub-worm  was  found  in  several  parts  of  the 
cultivated  ground,  which  did  very  considerable  da- 
mage; and  at  the  Hawkesbury  a  caterpillar  com- 
menced its  ravages  on  the  young  grain  just  as  it 
was  shooting  out  of  the  earth.  This  circumstance 
occasioned  some  delay  in  sowing  that  ground  wlych 
belonged  to  government. 

It  was  for  some  days  reported  that  the  crews  of 
two  boats,  suffered  to  go  to  Hunter's  river  for  a  load 
of  coal,  had  been  cut  off  by  the  natives,  the  Gover- 
nor ordered  his  whale-boat  to  be  well  armed,  and 
to  proceed  thither  in  quest  of  the  boats  and  their 
crews;  sending  in  her  Henry  Hacking,  who  from  his 
past  services  still  retained  the  Cjovernor's  confidence. 
#0n  his  return,   the  information  he  gave  his  Excel- 
lency was,  that  on  arriving  he  found  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  burn  the  lesser  boat,  which  had  only 
l^hree  men  in  her,   who  on  leaving  Sydney,  w'^re  pro- 
vided with  a  musket  each  ;  the  men  were,  howevei', 
•not  to  be  found.     Going  in  search  of  them,  he  met 
with  a  large  body  of  armed  savages.     On  asking 
thein  to  tell  him  what  was  become  of  the  white  niett, 
the  natives  said  they  were  gone  to  Sydney;  but  as  he 
found  they  had  taken  away  the  sails,  the  men's  blankets, 
and  every  thing  that  they  had  with  them.,  this  did  not 
satisfy  him ;  so  he  then  threatened  to  fire  if  they 
did    not  inform  him    directly,    and   presented    his 
musquet  at  diem.     At  this  they  laughed,  and  said, 
that  if  he  did  not  go  away,  and  leave  the  small  boat 
he  had  brought,    and  the  whale-boat,   they  would 
spear  every  white  man  there,  and  accordingly  poised 
their  spears  in  a  very  threatening  manner.     Hacking 
.    4  '    " 
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fegain  levelled  his  piece  at  them,  and  snapped  it 
"uithout  priming,  merely  to  alarm  them;  but  they 
on  the  contrary,  became  far  more  noisy  and  violent 
than  before.  Finding  an  attack  was  certain,  he 
charged  with  buck-shot,  and  ordered  them  to  leave 
the  place;  but,  their  violence  increasing,  he  at  length 
fired,  and  four  fell,  one  of  whom  got  up  again  and 
ran  away;  but  as  the  other  three  remained  on  the 
ground,  they  were  most  probably  mortally  wounded. 
The  whole  body  now  disappeared,  leaving  Hacking 
to  retreat  unmolested. 

As  x)ur  people  had  been  in  the  constant  habit  of 
visiting  this  river  for  coals,  and  were  always  very  par- 
ticular in  their  conduct  to  all  the  natives  they  met 
M'ilh,  treating  them  with  kindness  and  civility,  for 
their  behaviour  there  was  but  one  way  to  account.  It 
has  ever  been  universally  allowed,  that  all  savages  are 
under  the  influence  of  sudden  impulse,  which  nearly 
which  nearly  renders  it  impossible  to  trust  them  with 
security. 

The  men  belonging  to  the  boats  TA'ere  not  heard  of 
for  some  time,  which  made  it  feared  they  had  been 
murdered,  but  they  very  fortunately  reached  the  set- 
tlement in  perfect  safety. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  the  Nautilus  returned  from 
Norfolk  Island,  and  with  her  a  Spanish  ship,  a  prize- 
to  two  whalers,  captured  off  Cape  Blanco  on  the 
coast  of  Peru.  The  Spaniard  was  bound  from  Lima 
to  Guiaquill. 

A  vice-admiralty  court  being  assembled,  she  •was 
condemned  as  a  legal  prize,  and  that  part  of  her 
cargo,  consisting  of  sugar  and  flour,  was  in  a  few 
*7  ss 
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days  sold  by  public  auction;  but  a  quantity  of  an  ar- 
dent spirit,  similar  to  the  acfua  ardente  of  the  Brazils, 
the  Governor  \vould  not  allow  to  be  sold. 

This  new  circumstance  in  the  history  of  New  South 
Wales,  wore  the  very  promising  appearance  of  ren-^ 
dering  it  of  more  consequence  than  it  had  previously 
been ;  it  indeed  proved,  that  in  a  Dutch  or  Spanish 
war,  it  might  become  a  place  of  importance,  as  it 
at  once  offered  a  reception  to  the  prizes,  and  a  court 
were  they  could  be  condemned,  as  well  as  a  market 
for  their  cargoes. 

On  the  26tb,  the  Norfolk  returned  from  Norfolk 
Island,  A\  ith  information  that  the  maise  harvest  had 
entirely  failed,  in  consequence  of  the  long  drought. 

The  A^ant  of  clothing,  during  April,  stimulated 
several  experiments  to  be  made,  to  remedy  what  in- 
deed there  seemed  no  other  way  of  getting  the  better 
of  An  end  of  a  linen  web,  produced  from  flax  of 
the  country,  was  crossed  with  thread,  made  of  the 
bark  of  a  tree,  and  a  web  from  the  bark  was  crossed 
by  a  thread  of  wool.  Specimens  of  these  were  sent 
to  England,  and  at  least  served  to  shew,  that  with 
proper  tools,  and  proper  hands,  much  might  be 
done ;  nor  must  be  forgot,  the  discovery  of  a  strata 
of  coal,  or  the  iron  ore,  a\  hich  on  being  smelted  has' 
been  found  at  least  equal  to  tlie  Sv\edish  iron. 

His  Majesty's  ship  tlic  Huffalo,  arrived  from  Eng' 
land,  on  the  3d  of  J\Iay.  At  tlie  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  she  took  on  board  6G  head  of  cattle,  which 
•..were  landed  in  good  condition.  She  brought  various 
tools  and  articles  of  hard-M  are  for  the  colony,  bu£  , 
no  bedding  or  cloathing  had  been  sent  out. 
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Mr.  Raven  commanded  this  ship,  by  whose  ser- 
vices the  colony  was  much  benefitted  when  in  the 
ship  Britannia,  and  was  sent  out  to  replace  the 
Supply,  and  whose  commander,  Lieut.  Kent,  was 
with  her  ofiicers  and  ci-eiv  to  be  removed  to  the 
Buffalo ;  and  the  Governor  was  directed  to  furnish 
Mr.  Raven  a  passage  to  England. 

This  ship,  notwithstanding  she  was  named  the 
Buffalo,  had  at  her  head  a  carved  figure  of  a  kan- 
garoo, with  which  the  natives  appeared  very  much 
pleased  not  expecting  to  see  the  animals  of  their 
country  repiesented  by  us  in  wood. 

The  natives  still  hostile  to  the  settlers,  speared 
one  of  those  at  George's  river  so  shockingly  that  he 
died  of  the  wounds. 

The  natives  of  New  South  Wales,  though  they 
retained  the  greatest  ferocity  towards  our  people, 
were  not  divested  entirely  of  the  softer  passions,  for 
occasionally  they  would  retire  to  the  woods  and  un- 
bend their  morose  natures  by  singing  and  dancing; 
but  that  savage  disposition  which  is  universally 
found  among  them,  even  on  these  occasions  gets 
superior  to  every  other  sensation,  and  they  have  ab] 
solutely  been  known  leave  these  parties  of  pleasure 
to  satisfy  that  thirst  for  revenge  for  which  they  are 
at  all  times  found  to  be  so  particularly  eminent. 

A  person  who  has  lately  left  the  colony  observes. 
"  The  natives  and  our  countrymen  are  now  some- 
what sociable,  and  there  are  not  many  outrages  com- 
mitted by  either  party.  Some  years  previous  la 
1 800,  so  many  atrocious  deeds  were  committed  by 
one  of  the  leaders  of  thp  former  at  Hawkesbury, 
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that  Governor  King  found  it  necessary  to  issue  an 
•order  offering  a  reward  to  any  pei'son  who  should 
kill  him  and  brino;  in  his  head.  This  was  soon  ac- 
complished  by  artifice;  the  man  received  the  re^ 
ward,  and  the  head  was  sent  to  England  in  spirits, 
by  the  Speedy.  But  w^hen  thus  speaking  of  the 
general  good  understanding  which  exists  between 
the  European;?  and  natives,  I  must  be  understood  to 
confine  my  meaning  to  the  vicinity  of  the  principal 
settlements,  for  about  the  remoter  coasts  they  are 
Still  savages." 

Among  the  susperstitious  customs  still  remaining 
with  the  natives,  is  one,  Avhen  a  mother  dies  with  suck- 
ling a  child,  the  infant  is  then  thrown  alive  into  the 
grave  of  the  parent,  and  the  father  having  cast  a 
stone  upon  it,  the  grave  is  filled  up.  After  all,  it  is 
admitted  that  the  morals  of  the  colony  are  by  no 
means  so  debauched  as  have  been  frequently  asser- 
ted; on  the  contrary,  virtuous  characters  are  not 
rare,  and  honourable  principles  are  not  less  prevalent 
here  than  in  other  communities  of  equal  extent  and 
limited  growth.  There  are  many  among  the  pri- 
soners themselves,  who  are  now  striking  examples  of 
probity,  industry,  temperance,  and  virtue;  and  some 
have  obtained  a  remission  of  their  punishment  in 
consequence  of  a  singular  and  radical  change  in  their 
inclinations  and  behaviour. 

Op  the  1 6th  of  May,  Simon  Taylor  Avas  brought 
before  the  criminal  court  of  judicature  for  the  mur^ 
der  of  his  wife;  and  being  convicted,  he  received 
sentence  of  deatli,  and  was  executed  at  Paramatta, 
Thi§  mail  was  sensibly  of  his  ^uilt^,  and  admopished 
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the   spectators   against    indulging   in    drunkenness, 
which  had  brought  him  to  his  disgraceful  end. 

Anoth§r  man,  was  adjudged  corporal  punishment^ 
and  one  year's  hard  labour,  for  embezzling  some  live- 
stock, the  property  of  government,  which  had  been 
entrusted  to  his  care.  Ke  had  been  one  of  the 
convicts  who  were  witli  Capt.  Riou  in  the  Guardian, 
who  on.  account  of  their  good  conduct  before  and 
after  the  accident,  received  emancipation,  and  were 
allowed  to  provide  for  their  own  support.  Few 
however  were  found  to  merit  this  indulgence,  and 
this  last  act  strongly  pointed  out  how  requisite  it 
was,  for  free  persons  to  be  sent  out  from  England  to 
take  care  of  the  public  live-siock,  and  other  pur- 
poses of  trust. 

A  highway  robbery  was  committed  on  the  23d, 
between  Sydney  and  Paramatta.  Three  men  rushed 
from  a  wood,  and  knocking  down  a  young  man  tra- 
vellinji;  from  the  lirst  to  the  last  mentioned  town, 
emptied  his  pockets  of  several  dollars.  However 
recovering,  and  finding  only  one  man,  who  was  try- 
ing to  get  his  handkerchief  from  his  neck,  he  had  a 
struggle  with  him,  and  the  thief  not  being  the 
strongest,  was  secured  and  conveyed  to  Puramatta. 
A  court  assembled  for  his  trial;  but  the  evidence 
being  defective  he  was  acquitted. 

Those  prisoners  who  are  guilty  of  theft  have  latterly 
been  transported  to  some  remote  settlement;  which 
^ysteni  of  punishment  has  been  found  more  effica^ 
cious  than  castigation,  or  any  otlier  corporal  punish 
ment,  since  they  feel  an  unconquerable  repagiiancy 
to  ^e  ide£^  of  a  separation  fiqiii  tliejr  Qonnections^ 
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and  companions,  and  entertain  a  sensible  dread  of 
solitude. 

*'  Of  late  3^ears  a  number  of  vessels  hr,ve  been 
seized  and  carried  away  by  the  convicts.     Lately  the 
Venus,   a  brig  belonging  to  Messrs.  Robert  Camp- 
bell and  Go.  laden  with  a  quantity  of  provisions  and 
stores  to  supply  the  settlements  to  the  southward, 
and  a  very  handsome  brig,  called  the  Harrington, 
from  Madms,  were  seized  and  taken  off.     The  for- 
mer, when  she  had  reached  the  place  of  her  destina- 
tion, after   coming  to  an  anchor,    and   landing  the 
Master   with   dispatches  for  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor,   was   seized   by  some  convicts  who  had  been 
placed  on  board  under  confinement,  aided  by  part  of 
the  crew,  and  was  carried  beyond  the  reach  of  re- 
capture.    The  latter  was  cut  out  of  Farm  Cove,  and 
was  carried  out  to  sea,  before  any  information  was 
received  on  the  subject. — This  transaction  was  plan- 
ned in  a  very  secret  manner ;  so  that  all  the  con- 
victs boarded  her  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night;  and 
although  the  vessel  lay  in  sight  of  some  part  of  the 
Xovm,  and  v.ithin  the  fire  of  two  batteries,  yet  nothing 
was  discovered  of  the  circumstance  till  the  following 
morning.     L^pon  representation  being  made  to  Col. 
Johnston,  that  officer  ordered  several  boats  to  be 
manned   immediately,    and   a    party   of   the   New 
South  Wales,  with  a  number  of  inhabitants  who  had 
volunteered  their  services  to  use  every  means  to  re- 
take the  vessel,  put  to  sea;  but  after  rowing  and 
lailing  about  for  several  hours,  they  were  obliged  to 
return  without  ever  coming  in  sight  of  the  Harring- 
ton.     Other  means  were  subsequently  tried  for  the 
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fecoverj'  of  the  vessel,  but  all  to  no  effect :  the  con- 
victs had  managed  their  matters  with  such  secresy, 
promptitude,  and  skill,  as  totally  prevented  every 
endeavour  to  counteract  their  intention." 

Fresh  pork  having  been  for  some  time  received  into 
'the  store,  there  were  now  found  six  months'  salt  pro- 
visions on  hand ;  but  without  this  supply  from  the 
produce  of  the  country  all  would  have  been  con- 
sumed, and  the  colony  left  destitute  of  any  animal 
food,  unless  an  inroad  had  been  made  on  the  live- 
stock. 

The  curing  of  pork  at  Norfolk  Island  was  encou- 
raged by  every  means;  but  the  casks  in  which  the 
salt  meat  was  sent  from  England  were  so  weak  by 
their  arrival  that  not  one  in  tv\enty  was  fit  for  that 
use  again.  Had  any  timber  for  this  use  been  found, 
a  supply  of  hoops  and  salt  pans  would  have  been 
wanting;  and,  if  not  cured  in  the  winter  season,  and 
the  method  observed  by  Capt.  Cook  which  was  now 
used  at  Norfolk  Island,  it  remained  doubtful  whe- 
ther it  could  be  carried  to  any  serviceable  extent. 

Fresh  pork  being  raised  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
crops  produced  by  the  late  harvest,  afforded  some 
relief  to  those  who  had  materially  suffered,  the  com- 
missary was,  at  the  close  of  this  month,  directed 
to  pay  only  the  former  price,  of  nine  pence  per 
pound. 

On  a  review  of  the  public  stores  respecting  salt 
provision,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  a  small 
reduction  in  time,  to  avoid  a  greater.  It  was  there- 
fore ordered,  that  the  rations  should  be  delive,red  as 
follow*  to  each  nian  Meekly,  -        < 


S25  HISTORY    0¥ 

Beef    -    -    -    ^    -    5  pounds,  or 
Pork    -----     3  pounds, 
Wheat      -     -     -     -  12  pounds, 
Sugar        -    -     -    -     6  ounces, 
and  this  deduction  was  only  to  continue  till  the  ar- 
rival of  a  store-ship  with  salted  provisions. 

And  to  such  men  as  were  entitled,  was  issued  as 
much  blue  gurrah  (or  East  India  bunting)  and 
thread  as  would  make  a  frock  and  trowsers,  a  pro- 
portion was  also  delivered  to  the  women  and  children. 
These  gurrahs  were  brought  from  India  in  the  spe- 
culative cargoes  to  this  countiy,  and  were  at  last 
found  useful  to  cover  the  absolute  nakedness  of  too 
many  people. 

The  arrival  of  the  Buffiilo,  enabled  the  Governor 
at  length  to  inform  those  people  convicted  in  Ire- 
land, and  transported  to  New  South  Wales,  that  he 
had  received  a  statement  of  the  sentences  of  those 
brought  in  the  Queen;  and  an  assurance,  that  the 
lists  of  those  sent  out  since  should  be  forwarded  by 
the  next  vessel  which  sailed  for  the  colony. 

The  Diana  and  Eliza  whalers  came  in  to  refit,  and 
tefresh  on  the  2d  of  June.  Each  had  procured  up- 
wards of  twenty-five  tons  of  spermaceti  oil  since 
they  left  port,  and  had  seen  the  Britannia,  which 
had  still  better  success,  having  one  hundred  and  ten 
tons  of  oil  on  board. 

On  the  3d  the  Indispensible  sailed  on  a  fishing 
voyage,  after  having  been  careened  and  repaired  in 
the  Cove. 

The  masters  of  the  v.'halers,  asserted  that  ships 
properly  fitted  for  the  variable  weather  they  are  liable^ 
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-to  meet  with  on  the  coast,  must  most  undoubtedly 
succeed. 

In  the  evening  on  the  4th,  the  weather  became 
tempestuous,  which  continued  for  three  days  blow- 
ing a  heavy  gale  from  the  Southward,  with  a  deluge 
of  rain;  several  public  buildings,  erected  with  great 
labour,  were  very  much  damaged;  among  others  was 
the  tower  of  the  new  mill  at  Sydney,  which  was  so 
much  injured,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  the 
whole  down. 

This  gale  subsiding,  returned  about  the  middle  of 
the  month,  blowing  with  increased  violence,  and 
attended  with  another  deluge  of  rain.  Its  effects 
were  more  destructive  than  the  former,  doing  great 
injury  to  various  public  and  private  buildings.  One 
side  of  the  church  tower  was  destroyed,  the  clock 
was,  however,  fortunately  saved.  The  government 
house  at  Paramatta,  which  was  nearly  finished  re- 
ceived very  material  injury,  but  was  not  entirely  de- 
stroyed. A  man,  crossing  a  gully  betwixt  Sydney 
and  Paramatta,  was  carried  away  by  the  torrent  and 
drowned.  The  cattle  suffered  much,  and  some  of 
both  public  and  private  stock  perished. 

The  storm  did  so  much  damage,  that  the  settle- 
ment was  thrown  back  at  least  12  months  in  those 
works,  which  would  have  been  shortly  completed. 
The  weather  had  never  been  so  severe  as  at  the 
beginning  of  this  month.  The  settlement  had  from 
the  fires  of  the  summer,  and  the  floods  and  gales  of 
the  winter,  suffered  very  considerably.  In  addition 
to  these,  great  inconvenience  arose  from  the  late  un- 
productive harvest,  as  well  as  from  an  exhausted  store 
#7  TY 
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in  the  articles  of  cloathing  and  bedding,  the  hostile  dis- 
position of  .the-  natives,  and  the  absence  of  morality, 
honesty,  and  industry  in  the  colonists. 

Eveiy  exertion  was  made  to  redress  the  misfor- 
tunes suffered  by  the  late  tempest,  and  it  was  hoped 
they  would  be  surmounted  during  the  present  year. 
The  erection  of  the  stone  prison  at  Sydney,  was 
found  very  expensive,  the  Governor  therefore  called 
a  meeting  of  the  officers,  inhabitants,  and  landholders, 
and  proposed  a  portion  to  be  furnished  by  each,  of 
money,  as  well  as  labour;  which  was  agreed  to  by 
them ;  and  that  building  was  carried  on  at  their  ex- 
pence,  the  public  stores  only  furnishing  {he  iroh 
wanted. 

On  the  29th,  the  Albion  arrived  from  England, 
having  made  the  quick  passage  of  only  three  months 
and  15  days.  She  brought  900  tierces  of  salt  pork, 
and  some  dispatches. 

]\Ir.  Ebor  Bunker,  who  commanded  the  Albion, 
had  been  at  port  Jackson  in  the  William  and  Ann 
transport,  and  was  now  commissioned  by  her  owners, 
Messrs.  Clhampions,  to  give  the  whale  fishing  on 
the  coast  a  fair  trial.  For  this  purpose  the  ship  was 
fitted  out  liberal,  with  every  store  for  her  own  use, 
(ind  every  comfort  for  her  people. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  a  horrid  murder  was  effected 
on  Mr.  Samuel  Clode,  one  of  the  missionaries  from 
Otahcite.  This  act  of  barbarity  was  committed  at 
the  brick-fields,  in  the  hut  of  one  Thomas  Jones. 
JIjs  brainy  were  beat  out  with  an  axe,  and  his  throat 
put  so  as  nearly  to  sever  the  head  from  the  body, 
which  was  the^i  thrown  into  a  sawpit  full  of  wat§r, 
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aiid  covered  v,ith  bushes.  Here  it  remained  only 
until  the  following  morning,  when  it  was  discovered 
by  a  labouring  man,  who  went  to  get  his  hoe;  which, 
to  prevent  being  stolen,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
hiding  every  night  in  the  sav/pit.  Under  the  head 
of  religion  and  morals,  it  has  been  lately  observed, 
that  some  of  the  Missionary  Society  preach  at  the 
out  settlements :  but  the  choice  of  these  men,  and 
the  abuses  practised  under  the  cloak  of  religion,  are 
much  regretted.  The  small  number  of  missionaries 
"  who  are  men  of  strict  fidelity,  and  whose  hearts 
are  engaged  in  the  task  they  have  undertaken,"  are 
far  outbalanced  by  those  of  an  opposite  description. 

Suspicion  falling  upon  four  persons,  they  were  ap- 
prehended; and  the  criminal  court  being  convened, 
three,  Thomas  Jones,  (a  soldier,)  his  wife,  and  John 
Albury,  were,  on  the  clearest  evidence,  convicted  of 
the  murder,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

It  came  out  on  the  trial,  that  1 01.  which  Jones  was 
indebted  to  ]\Ir.  Clode,  tempted  him  to  effect  his 
destruction.  For  this  purpose  he  told  that  unfor- 
tunate gentleman,  that  if  he  would  call  at  his  hut  in 
the  evening  he  would  pay  him.  ]\Ir.  Clode  called 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  while  stooping  at  a  table 
to  write  a  receipt,  he  received  the  first  blow  of  the 
axe,  from  the  hand  of  Jones  (Albury 's  resolution,  who 
it  was  agreed  should  give  it,  failing  at  the  moment,)  this 
fellow   had  from  some  pecuniai-y  transaction  been 

under  an  obligation,  and  took  this  infernal  method 

of  dischargincT  it. 

They  Mere  convicted  on  the  4th,  and  executed  on 

tlie  6tri,  on  the  spot  were  the  murder  was  committed. 
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The  house  was  then  pulled  down  and  burnt,  and  the 
bodies  of  the  two  men  were  hung  in  chains  near  the 
place ;  the  woman's  was  delivered  for  dissection  to 
the  surgeons. 

To  form  a  just  idea  of  the  shocking  abandoned- 
state  of  the  settlement  at  this  time,  it  will  only  be 
requisite  to  peruse  the  following  orders,  that  were, 
ssued. 

"  From  the  late  increased  number  of  nocturnal 
robberies,  there  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  the 
petty  constables,  and  divisional  watchmen  are  either 
extremely  negligent  in  the  performance  of  their  dut3v 
or  that  they  suffer  themselves  to  be  prevailed  on  by 
the  house-breakers  to  be  less  vigilant  than  that  duty 
requires,  and  to  connive  at  their  depredations  on 
the  inhabitants.  A  continuance  of  this  unpardon- 
able remissness  upon  their  part  must  dispose  the 
more  respectable  inhabitants  to  believe  them  parr 
takers  with  the  thieves.  It  is,  therefore  hereby  par- 
ticularly recommended  by  the  Governor  to  every 
officer  in  the  colony,  as  they  value  the  security  of 
their  property,  to  give  their  utmost  assistance  to 
those  immediately  concerned  in  the  executive  part  of 
the  civil  police,  in  putting  as  speedily  as  possible,  a 
stop  to  so  very  great  an  evil.  It  is  also  particularly 
recommended  to  the  principle  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Sydney  and  Paramatta,  that  they  select  a 
few  of  the  most  respectable  of  their  number,  in 
each  division  of  these  to^vns,  whom  they  may  autho- 
rize to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  de- 
tecting the  robbers,  and  bringing  them  to  trial;  m  he- 
ther  by  such  rewards  as  they  may  be  enabled  tp 
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Otter,  or  by  small  divisional  patroles  for  the  iiiglit 
service,  and  who  shall  take  that  duty  by  turns,  and 
be  under  the  direction  of  a  reputable  inhabitant,  of 
their  own  choice,  or  an  officiating  constable  selected 
from  among  the  most  sober  and  vigilant  of  that  de-^ 
scription  of  persons." 

Proposals  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Judge  Advocate's 
office,  and  a  bench  of  magistrates  were  either  to 
approve  or  alter  them. 

This  order  was  published  on  the  2d,  and  next  day 
the  following  appeared : 

'*  The  continual  complaints  which  are  made  of  the 
conduct  of  the  female  convicts  require  the  most  rigid 
aiid  determined  discipline  with  such  characters,  who 
to  the  disgrace  of  their  sex,  are  far  w  orse  than  the 
men,  and  are  generally  found  at  the  bottom  of  every 
infamous  transaction  that  is  committed  in  the  colony. 
It  is  hereby  most  stenuously  recommended  to  the 
magistrates  in  general,  that  on  proof  being  brought 
before  them  of  any  improper  conduct  in  those  dan- 
gerous and  mischievous  characters,  or  of  any  dis- 
obedience of  orders,  or  neglect  of  such  duty  as  they 
may  be  directed  to  perform,  they  may  be  ordered 
su,ch  exemplary  punishment,  either  corporal  or  other- 
w  ise,  as  the  nature  of  their  crime  may  call  for.  This 
measure  will  appear  the  more  necessary,  when  it  is 
recollected,  that  formerly,  when  such  punishments 
were  had  recourse  to,  these  women  gave  much  less 
trouble,  and  were  far  more  orderly  in  their  conduct." 

The  superintendants  were  directed  not  to  allow 
them  to  leave  their  work,  but  to  see  they  were  en;- 
ployed  during  those  hours  allotted  for  their  labour. 
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The  first  of  the  orders  was  attended  with  effect; 
for  m  a  few  days,  several  who  had  been  out  of  their 
time,  were  employed  only  in  wandering  from  one 
district  to  another,  without  any  holiest  means  of 
getting  bread,  were  apprehended,  and  being  exam- 
ined, were  ordered  to  labour. 

The  genius  of  wickedness  ever  ready  to  reap  ad- 
vantage by  any  oversight,  or  want  of  caution,  cither 
on  the  part  of  government  or  individals,  now  largely 
availed  themselves  of  the  little  precaution  used  oa 
receiving  live-stock  at  the  public  stores,  and  actually 
made  a  regular  practice  of  stealing  hogs,  &c.  during 
the  night,  and  selling  them  the  next  at  the  store  j 
but  no  sooner  was  this  detected,  than  the  Governor 
ordered  nothing  to  be  received  without  a  voucher  as 
to  whose  property  it  was. 

The  middle  of  July  was  occupied  in  taking  an 
account  of  the  inlia^itants  of  the  settlements,  the 
land  in  cultivation,  and  live-stock  on  hand,  for  the 
purpose  of  for\A'arding  to  England  with  the  next  dis- 
patches. The  number  of  acres  in  wheat  amounted 
to  4393,  and  in  maize  to  1440,  or  thereabouts. 

A  settler  at  the  Hawkesbury,  who  had  been  a  con- 
vict, had  more  land  in  cultivation  than  any  other  in- 
dividual in  that  district,  having  46  acres  in  wheat, 
and  five  in  maize. 

A  man,  left  by  a  ]\Ir.  Hogan,  in  the  care  of  some 
land  bought  by  him  in  1 79^,  had  now  200  acres  in 
wheat,  and  the  Commissary,  IMr.  Palmer,  had  an 
agent  who,  by  great  attention,  had  got  upwards  of 
990  acres  in  wheat. 
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Hogs  were  still  numerous  in  this  district,  notwith- 
standing the  great  slaughter  amongst  them  of  late 
for  the  store.  The  settlers  had  indeed  few  sheep, 
but  nearly  250  goats. 

The  ground  in  cultivation  was  considerably  less  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Paramatta,  but  the  settlers 
ivere  also  proportionably  few.  The  number  of  set- 
lers  at  the  Hawkesbury  being  nearly  200,  and  at 
Paramatta  only  100.  The  widow  of  a  superinten- 
dant  had  50  acres  in  wheat,  and  23  in  maize.  A 
man,  named  Edward  Elliot,  who  had  withstood 
every  temptation  to  sell  the  single  ewe  given  him  by 
Governor  Philip  *,  had  now  116  sheep,  and  was 
in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  a  man  of  considerable  pro- 
perty. 

I  had  myself  at  this  period,  a  live  stock  consisting 
of  1 3  sheep,  55  goats,  and  2  mares,  with  25  acres 
of  ground  in  wheat;  but  esteemed  myself  much 
richer,  in  possessing  the  good  opinion  of  every  gen- 
tleman in  the  country  which  I  trust  I  shall  retain  for 
the  very  few  years,  I  may  in  all  probability  be  in 
existence,  for  endeavouring  to  discharge  the  impor- 
tant office  committed  to  my  charge,  has  materially 
affected  my  health,  but  while  I  am  honoured  with 
any  office  under  government,  I  shall,  I  hope,  never 
be  found  wanting  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  even 
though  I  forfeit  a  life,  which  I  lament  has  not  always 
been  so  worthily  employed  I 

In  the  district  of  Paramatta,  the  total  of  the  live 
Sitock  w^ere  33^  sheep,  903  goats,  and  428  hogs. 

The  land  in  cultivation  about  Sydney,  was  very 

*  Vide,  page  l6Q. 
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inconsiderable,  and  the  live  stock,  exclusive  of  the 
officers  and  free  settlers,  was  only  38  sheep,  292 
goats,  and  362  hogs,  the  convict  settlers  amounted 
to  70'  only. 

Thus  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the  country  were  by 
no  means  in  a  contemptible  state,  and  how  very  far 
superior  must  they  have  been,  had  the  convicts  and 
other  labourers  used  any  thing  like  decent  industry. 
All  the  females  among  the  wild  herd  of  cattle  in  the 
woods,  still  remained  untouched  by  order  of  the  Go- 
vernor, and  it  was  determined  they  should  remain  so, 
till  the  period  arrived,  \^  hen  from  its  increased  num- 
bers it  miglit  afford  a  permanent  Supply,  and  the  too 
numerous  males,  at  present  afforded  an  agreeable  va- 
riety, to  the  rations  delivered  from  the  stores. 

The  Hillsborough  transport  arrived  from  England 
on  the  26th  of  July,  when  she  sailed,  the  number  of 
male  convicts  on  board,  amounted  to  three  hundred, 
but  the  gaol  fever,  breaking  out  among  them  on  the 
passage,  ninety-five  died,  which  number  was  en- 
creased  by  six  more  -within  a  few  days  after  they 
landed. 

The  erection  of  the  stone  gaol  proceeding  too 
slowly,  the  constables  of  the  divisions  of  Sydney  were 
ordered  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  their  divisions, 
that  they  must  furnish  from  each,  viz.  from  King  s, 
Nepean's,  Banks's,  and  .Maskeiyne's  divisions,  as 
well  as  from  the  Brick-fields,  five  men  each  day  and 
a  watchman  to  attend  them.  These  were  to  be  re- 
lieved by  the  same  number  every  day,  as  long  aS 
the  work  should  require  such  assistance. 

In  the  beginning  of  August  the  Governor  em- 
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ployed  several  days  takins;  an  excursion  from  Pros- 
pect flill  to  tlie  settlement  near  George's  river. 
Having  formerly  surveyed  the  country  from  Para- 
matta to  that  river,  he  determined  to  trace  it  in  ano- 
ther direction,  and  had  the  satisfaction  ot  finding, 
that  it  was  equally  favourable  to  cultivation  with 
that  before  taken  notice  of.  The  distance  from  the 
hill  was  about  five  miles,  over  very  fine  ground, 
adapted  for  cultivation  and  pasturage,  and  equal  to 
any  part  of  New  South  Wales.  The  settlers  placed 
there  were  doing  very  well,  and  had  not  been  trou- 
bled for  some  time  by  the  natives.  His  Excellency 
iiow  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Botany  Bay,  and 
walked  from  there  to  Sydney,  the  space  between 
which  places  is  nothing  but  barren  and  uneven 
ground,  covered  very  generally  with  flowering  heaths 

In  a  few  days  after  his  return,  the  Norfolk  arrived 
from  the  Northward. 

The  Governor  being  anxious  to  obtain  some  iij- 
formation  relative  to  the  coast  Northward  of  Port 
Jackson,  and  more  particularly  of  two  openings  laid 
do^Mi  by  Capt.  Cook,  tlie  furthermost  North  of 
which  he  called  Hervey  Bay,  and  seemed  to  lie  in 
latitude  24"  36'  South,  Lieut.  Flinders,  was  directed 
by  his  Excellency  to  proceed  in  the  Norfolk  North- 
wai'd,  and  examine  them  with  all  the  accuracy  sis 
weeks  would  suffer  him. 

The  Norfolk  was  manned  from  the  two  king's  ships, 
and  Lieut.  Flinders  took  with  him  a  native  named 
Bong-ree,  who  was  remarkable  for  his  good  dispos.i^ 
tion.  To  guard  against  accidents,  they  were  sup*- 
plied  with  eleven  weeks  provisions,  and  tbQ  vessel 
*7  V  U 
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sailed  on  the  8lh  of  July  on  this  service  to  the 
Northward,  and  Lieut.  Flinders  on  his  return  deli- 
vered to  the  Governor  the  substance  of  the  following 
particular  and  very  interesting  account: 

Soon  after  seven  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  they 
sounded,  ^vithout  finding  ground  at  fii'teen  fathoms, 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  a  reef  of  black 
rocks.  There  \\cre  tvro  low  and  dangerous  rocks, 
lying  between  three  and  four  miles  from  this  point. 

Sounding  again  they  found  ground  with  ten  fa- 
thoms of  line,  half  a  mile  from  shore,  abreast  Cape 
Ilawke.  Two  hills  noticed  by  Capt.  Cook  stood  on 
the  Cape,  and  were  covered  v.ith  brush-wood,  and 
the  strata  lay  many  degrees  from  horizontal.  From 
the  Cape  tlie  coast  falls  back,  forming  a  double  bay. 
The  land  which  was  low^,  rose  gradually,  ridge  over 
ridge  inland,  which  made  the  country  look  pleasant 
from  the  sea,  though  tlie  trees  were  very  small  in- 
deed. 

In  the  morning  of  the  10th  they  discovered  the 
vessel  had  been  carried  by  a  current  considerably  to 
the  Southward,  and  at  noon  found  a  difference  of 
Ihirty-three  miles. 

I'he  sloop  was  this  morning  found  to  iiave  a  bad  ' 
leak,  which  admitted  Neater  so  fast  that  one  pump 
was  obliged  to  be  kept  constantly  at  work.  Its 
coming  on  suddenly  was  considered  not  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  any  strain.  But  from  whatever  cause 
it  arose  it  was  of  a  serious  nature,  as  the  maize  witli 
which  the  sloop  had  been  loaded  continually  choak- 
ing  up  the  pumps. 

The  Solitary  Isles  came  in  sight  on  the  1  Ith  Lieut. 
Flinders  intended  to  have  landed  on  them,  but  no 
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kducement  presented  itself;  as  on  them  he  neither 
saw  a  seal  or  bird .  They  appeared  covered  with  brush ; 
the  colour  of  the  rock,  aad  general  appearance,  much 
resembled  the  small  islands  of  Tasman's-head.  At 
Roon  the  country  still  continued  to  have  the  same 
irregular  appearance;  but  running  along  the  shore 
it  evidently  grew  worse,  having  a  still  greater  ten- 
dency to  sand.  The  several  projections  of  land 
which  appeared,  often  presented  the  appearance  of 
openings  behind ;  which  hopes  they  were  inclined  to 
entertain,  as  Capt.  Cook  passed  this  part  in  the 
liight. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  a  small  island  opened  from 
a  low  rocky  point,  behind  which  a  small  river  run  to  ' 
the  S.  W.  but  breakers  appeared  to  extend  nearly 
across  the  entrance, 

A  peaked  hill,  standing  four  or  five  miles  inland, 
and  more  conspicuous  than  usual  was  seen  soon  after 
three  o'clock  P.  M.  Before  five,  the  vessel  stood  in 
for  an  opening,  and  soon  after  dusk  she  anchored  in 
two  and  half  fatlioms  of  water  on  a  hard  bottom  of 
sand. 

The  objects  in  view  inducing  Lieut.  Flinders  to 
enter  this  bay  were,  that  he  might  by  day-light  run 
along  the  remaining  part  of  the  coast,  which  Capt. 
Cook  had  only  sailed  by  in  the  night,  and  to  seek  a 
place  of  safety,  should  the  wind  fail  him  on  his  re- 
turn. The  leak  in  the  sloop  was  also  a  material  in- 
ducement ;  for  should  the  place  prove  to  be  of  con- 
sequence enough  to  expend  a  few  days  in  exaniining, 
and  a  place  offer  for  lading  her  on  shore,  he  meant 
to  get  it  stopped. 
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Examining  this  bay  in  his  boat,  he  found  it  very 
shallow;    and    the  North    point    of  the    errtrance 
proved  a  projecting  spot  of  sandy  ground.    Returning 
to  the  sloop  at  noon,  he  landed  on  the  South  head  to 
observe  the  latitude.     The  sun  being  half  an  hour 
from  the  meridian  allowed  him  time  to  examine  three 
huts  standing  in  a  circular  form,   at  a  little  distance. 
The  frame  was  composed  of  strong  tendrils  of  the 
vine,  crossing  each  others  in  all  directions,  bound  by 
strong  grass  at  the  intersections.    The  roof  was  bark, 
resembling  that  of  the  Tea-tree  at  Port  Jackson,  and 
so  laid  on  as  to  keep  put  both  wind  and  rain.     The 
jentrance  was  by  a  small  avenue  projecting  from  the 
periphery  of  the  circle,   and  not  leading  directly  into 
the  hut,  but  turned  to  prevent  the  rain  beating  in, 
The  height  of  the  under  part  of  the  roof  was  about 
five  feet,  and  had  collected  a  coat  of  soot,  from  fires 
having  been  made  in  the  middle  of  thp  huts.     One 
was  a  double  hut  with  two  recesses  under  one  en- 
trance, and  large  enough  to  contain  fifteen  people. 
Bong-ree  observed  they  w'ere  much  superior  to  any 
huts  made  by  savages  which  he  had  ever  seen.     He 
brought  away  a  small  hand-basket,  made  of  some 
leaf,    capable  Df  holding   two   or   three  quarts   of 
water. 

White  cockatoos  and  parroquets  were  now  seen, 
and  a  crow  with  a  note  remarkable  short  and  hasty. 
Pelicans,  gulls  and  red-bills,  frequented  ihe  shoals,  and 
the  country  was  sandy  wherever  landed.  The  palrrt 
nut  tree  found  here  was  the  third  kind  mentioned  by 
Capt.  Cook  as  produced  on  the  Eastern  coast  of 
j^ew  South  Wales  ^  and  as  Bong-ree,  who  w?is  ac- 
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quainted  with  the  coiintiy  as  far  as  Port  Stephens, 
never  saw  it  before,  this  was  probabty  one  of  the  most 
Southern  situations  in  which  it  grew. 

Ihe  nuts  were  seen  abi.)ut  the  fire-places  of  the 
natives;  the  lower  end  of  wliich  had  been  sucked, 
which  method  \vas  afterwards  practised,  on  procur- 
ing some  ripe  ones,  The  taste  though  pleasant  at 
first,  left  an  astringency  behind,  that  by  no  means 
tem.pted  a  second  trial.  The  eatable  part  of  the 
nut  was  so  small,  as  not  to  be  worth  sucking  oufe 
from  the  fibres.  Their  size  was  that  of  a  walnut; 
within  the  outer  skin  was  a  hard  shell  like  that  of  the 
cocoa  nut;  and  within  this,  two,  or  more  almond* 
like  kernels.  The  nut,  when  taken  from  the  tree, 
was  an  assemblage  of  these  kernels  set  into  a  cone, 
varying  in  the  size  of  a  man's  fist,  to  that  of  a  melon. 
The  size,  and  indentations  on  the  surface,  on  a  first 
view  looked  much  like  the  outward  form  of  the  bread- 
fruit. The  stem  of  the  tree  was  short,  and  none 
were  observed  to  be  eighteen  inches  in  diameter^ 
The  branches  did  not  ramify  into  twigs,  but  pre- 
served their  size  to  the  extreme,  where  the  leaves 
were  produced  surrounding  the  fruit.  One  or  two 
smaller  branches  struck  off  from  the  main  branch, 
and  produced  their  leaves  in  the  same  way,  without 
fi-uit.  The  height  of  the  tree  altogether  might  be 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  feet.  Suckers  or  branches 
of  all  sizes  were  seen  shooting  out  below  those  bear- 
ing fruit,  growing  downwards  along  the  stem,  which 
Entered  the  ground  and  formed  roots,  as  well  as  sup- 
porters to  the  tree. 
This  hay  not  appearing  to  deserve  a  particular  ex« 
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amination,  Lieut.  Flinders  got  under  weigh  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1 2th. 

On  Saturday  the  1 3th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they 
were  three  miles  from  Cape  Bryon,  and  the  peak  of 
IMount  Warning  just  appeared  over  it.  Having 
hauled  more  off  the  shore,  to  avoid  the  reef  lying 
off  Point  Danger,  on  tlie  following  morning  they 
were  at  a  great  distance  from  land.  They  now 
steered  West  for  a  large  space,  where  no  land  was 
visible,  and,  perceiving  breakers  off  the  South  point 
of  the  opening,  found  this  was  Moreton  Bay.  Pas- 
sing between  theie  breakers  and  Point  Look-out, 
they  got  ground  in  twenty  fathoms  of  water.  As 
thfij  drew  nearer,  there  appeared  to  be  a  large  ex- 
tent of  water  in  the  opening;  but  Lieut.  Flinders 
suspected  there  was  no  passage  for  a  vessel  in  the 
jAiY&^tion  he  was  steering.  The  country  to  the  sea- 
ward was  very  sandy.  Cape  Moreton  was  at  dusk 
only  distant  two  miles ;  and  the  highest  Glass-House, 
presented  itself  over  the  distant  land.  Two  hum- 
mocks resembling  haycocks,  distinct  from  any  other 
land,  opened  soon  after  to  the  Southward, 

The  vessel  was  now  hauled  in  round  Cape  More-* 
ton,  to  go  into  Glass-House  Bay,  They  steered 
West  till  eight  o'clock,  M'hen  having  little  wind,  and 
that  from  the  Southward,  tliey  dropped  anchor. 
Weighing  again  the  next  morning,  the  14th,  they 
worked  near  the  Eastern  shore  till  noon, 

While  v.'ithin  a  mile  of  the  shore,  ten  natives  were 
distinctly  seen,  half  of  whom  were  most  probably 
women,  as  they  kept  behind  the  others.  The  men 
Blade  many  gestures  to  our  people.     Om  had  9. 
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srreen  branch  in  his  hand,  which  he  waved  from  the 
ground  on  one  side  of  him  to  the  other,  and  some 
of  them  ran  into  the  water  occasionally,  and  beat 
the  surface  with  sticks.  -  They  appeared  to  be  friendly, 
usins  the  same  word  in  calling;  as  that  made  use  of 
by  the  Port  Jackson  natives,  and  appeared  very  de- 
sirous indeed,  that  the  vessel  should  proceed  up  the 
bay. 

In  the  evening  Lieut.  Flinders  anchored  in  eleven 
fathouis  water,  two  miles  from  shore. 

On  Tuesday,  the  l5th,  at  day -light,  they  weighed 
to  turn  up  the  bay.  In  their  progress,  they  found, 
various  depths  of  water;  and,  perceiving  an  opening 
in  the  Western  land,  Lieut.  Flinders  wished  to  an- 
chor near  it,  but  shoal  water  prevented  him.  At  a 
quarter  past  eight  in  the  morning,  however,  they  cast 
anchor  in  three  fathoms  of  water. 

Lieut  Flinders  went  in  his  boat  towards  the  open- 
ing, taking  with  him  Bong-ree  the  native.  As  they 
approached  the  sandy  point- on  the  East  side  of  the 
opening,  some  dogs  came  down  upon  the  beech,  and 
shortly  several  natives  appeared,  carrying  fishing  nets 
over  their  shoulders.  They  lay  upon  their  oars 
some  time,  conversing  with  them  by  signs,  and  re- 
peating the  words  which  they  made  use  of.  As 
they  seemed  to  be  friendly,  Bong-ree  resolved  to 
visit  them;  and  seeing  nothing  among  them  but  the 
pieces  of  firewood,  which  tliese  savages  usually  carry 
about  with  them,  the  boat  was  backed  in,  when  he 
jumped  on  shore,  naked,  and  as  unarmed  as  theai- 
selves. 

He  soon  made  an  exchange  of  the  yam  belt  from 
iiis  waist,  for  a  fillet  of  kangaroo  hair.     The  muskets 
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were  kept  at  hand  in  the  boat  to  guard  against  any 
treachery ;  every  thing  seeming  to  go  on  well,  the 
natives  appearino;  rather  shy  than  otherwise,  Lieut, 
t'linders  joined  his  companion,  taking  his  gun  with 
him.  By  making  friendly  signs,  laying  down  the 
gun,  and  offering  a  woollen  cap,  he  was  suflFered  to 
approach,  and  one  took  the  cap ;  but  when  Lieut^ 
Flinders  made  him  understand  he  expected  his  net 
bag  in  return,  he  let  him  know  he  must  first  give  him 
his  hat.  This  hat,  made  of  white  filaments  of  the , 
Cabbage-tree,  seemed  to  excite  the  attention  of  the: 
whole  paity. 

As  the  hat  was  not  given  to  the  native,  he  came 
forward,  first  throwing  the  cap  on  the  bank  behind 
him,  to  secure  it,  and  seemed  very  anxious  for  the 
hat  or  gun,  if  not  both.  Every  thing  was,  however, 
still  carried  on  very  amicably;  and  Lieut.  Fiindersj 
with  Bong-ree,  made  slowly  towards  the  boat,  but 
turned  again,  as  he  found  they  passed  too  close  after 
them.  One  native  laughing,  and  talking  as  well  as 
he  could  to  Lieut.  Flinders,  tried  to  take  his  liat  with 
a  hooked  stick,  which,  on  being  discovered  cause<s[  a» 
laugh.  Behind,  another  was  stretching  his  arm  to 
the  same  object,  but  fear  prevented  his  coming  near 
enough  to  reach  it. 

^Vhen  our  people  got  into  the  boat,  and  shoved  her 
lit  to  deep  water,  they  were  not  pleased,  but  tried  to 
induce  them  to  land  again.  Finding  this  not  succeedj 
one  threw  his  piece  of  fire-wood  at  them-  as  it  fell 
short  the  matter  was  treated  as  a  joke.  Another 
now  ran  into  tiic  water,  and  threw  his,  Mhich  like- 
wise fell  short :  he  then  took  the  hooked  stick,  and 
slipped  off  the  hopl^,  which  was  only  tied  on,  shewed 
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a  spear,  with  which  he  ran  up  to  his  middle  in  water, 
and  threv^-;  it  passed  over  the  center  of  the  boat,  but 
touched  no  one. 

In  consequence  of  this" unprovoked  altack,  Lieut. 
Flinders  snapped  his  gun  at  the  man  who  threw  the 
spear;  the  flint  being  wet,  it  missed  fire;  but  as 
the  offender  still  stood  in  the  water  M'ith  his  back  to- 
wards them,  and  calling  to  his  companions,  Lieut. 
Flinders  again  tried,  and  the  gun  again  missed  fire. 

During  this  transaction,  the  greater  part  of  the 
natives  were  observins;  Lieut.  Flinders'  motions  with 
much  unconcern.  On  the  third  trial  however,  it 
went  off.  Tiie  man  in  the  Avater  fell  flat,  as  did 
every  individual  among  them;  but  those  on  the  shore 
rose  directly,  and  scrambled  away,  some  upright  and 
others  upon  their  hands  and  feet.  One  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  boat  then  fired  among  them,  and  they  fell 
again  upon  their  faces  ;  but,  as  none  were  killed,  they 
all  got  up,  and  made  off  behind  a  bank.  The  man 
in  the  water  now  rose  up,  and  proceeded  the  same 
way,  but  his  progress  was  slower  than  the  others,  he 
stooped  much,  carrying  one  hand  behind  him  on 
his  back.  From  whence  it  was  thought  he  had  been 
wounded,  he  continually  looked  over  his  shoulder, 
perhaps  expecting  to  see  a  spear  sticking  in  his  back, 
Bong-ree  said  another  native  had  his  arm  broke  by 
the  second  shot. 

This  wanton  attack,  which  obliged  the  party  to  fire 
on  these  people,  in  order  to  maintain  that  superiority 
which  they  esteemed  it  requisite  to  assert,  Lieut, 
Flinders  thought  might  be  the  means  of  preventing 
future  mischief,  by  giving  them  au  extensive  idea  of 
*7  XX 
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his  povAer,  and  thus  deter  them  from  any  future  at- 
tempt in  his  intercourse  with  them.  For  as  he  had 
to  examine  this  bay,  and  the  leak  was  to  be  stopped, 
it  became  probable  they  would  often  meet;  and  he 
was  satisfied  of  the  great  influence  which  the  awe 
of  a  superior  power  has  on  savages,  to  create  respect. 

With  this  view  he  fired  at  a  man  among  trees,  who 
being  above  two  hundred  yards  off,  certainly  esteemed 
safe.  One  of  the  balls  grazed  the  bank  in  a  line  for 
him,  but  if  it  took  effect,  it  could  not  be  seen.  They 
then  landed  to  bring  away  the  nets,  ^^  hich  it  was  sup* 
posed  the  natives  in  their  flight  had  forgot  to  take 
with  them.  On  viewing  the  bank  to  ascertain  the 
position  of  the  natives,  he  saw  several  running  various 
ways  among  the  trees,  with  an  apparent  design  of 
coming  round  on  them;  and,  not  knowing  their  force 
or  numbers,  Lieut.  Flinders  ordered  the  native  and 
a  man  who  had  landed  to  return  to  the  boats,  as  no 
nets  were  left  as  expected. 

The  low  sandy  point  where  this  business  happened, 
obtained  for  it  the  name  of  Point  Skirmish;  they 
afterwards  proceeded  up  the  opening,  which  proved 
to  be  a  river  leading  to  the  Glass-Iiouse  peaks. 
These  peaks  stood  on  the  low  flat  ground,  much 
within  the  mountains,  and  as  far  as  could  well  be 
judged,  had  a  volcanic  appearance,  as  a  quantity 
of  pumice-stone  was  found  lying  at  the  high-water 
mark  on  the  shore,  where  Lieut.  Flinders  landed  to 
mark  the  nature  of  the  country,  not  being  able  to 
proceed  in  his  boat. 

Among  the  most  common  trees  there  was  one  dif* 
fering  from  any  at  Port  Jackson.  The  leaves  were 
<?f  a  dark  hue,  and  bore  resemblance  to  the  piu^ 

'  ^4 
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The  wood  on  being  cut  smelt  of  turpentine,  ivhich 
exuded  where  the  bark  had  been  wounded.  Th® 
external  part  was  white,  but  the  body  was  of  a  red- 
dish brown,  the  bark  resembling  that  of  the  iron  bark- 
tree  at  Port  Jackson. 

The  blue  gum,  she-oak,  and  cherry  tree  of  Port 
Jackson  were  also  here,  and  one  with  the  leaves  of 
the  gum  tree,  bat  with  the  soft  bark  of  the  tea  tree, 
and  the  soil  it  grew  in  v.as  sandy.  Fearing  the  na- 
tives might  surprize  them  among  the  trees,  they  did 
not  go  far  from  the  beach. 

Several  huts  from  1 2  to  1 5  feet  in  length,  were  stand- 
ing near  each  other.  They  appeared  like  a  covered 
archway,  rounded  at  the  end.  The  roofs,  and  way 
of  securing  them,  were  nearly  the  same  as  those  in 
Shoal  Bay ;  but  these  had  no  curved  entrance  to 
keep  out  the  weather,  nor  was  the  hut  smaller  in  that 
part  than  elsewhere,  the  sides  and  roof  were  equally 
calculated  to  shelter  the  inhabitants  from  a  storm. 
In  one  of  them  was  found  a  small  light  shield,  and 
in  anothe^r  a  net,  which  had  a  bag  to  it,  knottcd^  and 
made  in  the  same  way  as  it  would  have  been  if  made 
by  an  European  workman. 

Returning  to  the  sloop  they  passed  a  dry  shoal 
lying  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  deep  channel 
into  which  was  between  this  shoal  and  Point  Skirmish> 
where  they  found  from  three  to  six  fathoms  water. 

Before  he  left  the  Sloop,  Lieut.  Flinders  gave  di- 
rections to  examine  a  part  on  the  starboard  side, 
where  he  suspected  the  leak  to  be;  and  on  his  return 
found  it  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  starting  of 
a  plank  from  the  timber  near  the  keel.     The  caulker 
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had  filled  it  up  •with  oakum  from  the  inside,  since 
*vhich  she  had  made  but  little  water. 

Prom  the  situation  in  which  the  sloop  lay,  the  bay 
had  not  any  appearance  of  closing  round,  but  seemed 
to  promise  a  large  river  at  its  head,  and  a  communi- 
cation with  Moreton  Bay.  At  three  in  the  afternoon 
they  got  under  weigh  to  proceed  up  this  river,  m  ith 
a  light  air  from  the  Northward,  standing  to  the  South- 
ward till  dark,  at  which  time  they  anchored  three 
miles  from  the  shore,  in  five  fathoms,  on  a  soft  muddy 
bottom. 

On  Wednesday  the  17th,  at  day-light,  the  .sloop 
got  under  weigh,  with  a  Southerly  breeze,  as  long  as 
the  tide  lasted, '  and  anchored  about  ten  o'clock,  a 
mile  and  half  from  a  point  remarkable  for  its  red 
clifs.  To  the  Westward  of  this  point,  the  latitude 
was  27"*  16''  25'^  South,  The  rocks  were  stone,  im- 
pregnated with  iron,  with  some  pieces  of  granite  and 
(Crystal  about  the  shore. 

From  this  point  they  made  to  a  green  headland, 
two  miles  Westward.  The  reefs  ofi'  this  head  ap- 
peared a  truly  remarkable  miniature  of  thot-'e  that 
form  a  barrier  to  the  North  shore  of  New  South 
Wales. 

In  a  hut  standing  on  the  side  of  the  head,  they 
found  a  net  fourteen  fathoms  long,  with  meshes 
larger  than  any  English  seine,  and  of  much  stronger 
twine;  its  depth  was,  however,  much  less,  being  only 
three  feet,  and  at  each  end  was  a  stick  of  nearly  the 
same  length,  pointed  at  the  end.  On  the  shoal  near 
the  hut  were  several  semicircular  inclosures,  made 
M  ith  sticks  and  branches,  set  and  interwoven  so  close, 
that  no  fish  could  pass*    The  net  Lieut.  Flinders 
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supposed  was  to  be  placed  across  the  semicircle  at 
Iiiiih  water.  Mid  thus  secure  the  fish  that  miiiht  get 
Mitliin  the  enclosure,  until  the  tide  should  leave  them 
dry.  He  brought  a^vay  the  net,  as  a  proof  of  the 
ingenuity  of  these  natives,  and  left  them  a  hatchet, 
and  that  they  might  learn  the  great  use  of  it,  he  cut 
down  several  branches,  and  laid  them  near  the  hut. 

Some  wood,  which  the  crew  at  high  water  collected 
for  their  fire,  proved  to  be  cedar  of  a  fine  grain. 
The  remnant  of  a  canoe  made  of  bark  was  found 
lying  on  the  shore,  near  the  hut  from  which  the  net 
had  been  taken. 

Many  traces  of  dogs,  kangaroos,  and  emus,  were 
seen  on  the  beach.  Two  ha^vks  were  shot,  and 
their  plumage  was  very  much  unlike  any  known  at 
Port  Jackson.  The  most  remarkable  Avas  a  dull  red 
colour  in  the  body,  with  a  body,  \Aith  a  white,  breast, 
and  head. 

During  the  afternoon  they  made  a  further  progress 
with  the  sloop  till  night,  when  they  anchored,  and 
the  following  morning  got  under  wei2;h  with  a  flood 
tide,  and  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  Northward. 
They  shortly  passed  two  islands  three  or  four  miles 
each  in  circuit.  The  Northernmost  was  the  largest, 
well  covered  with  wood.  The  trees  up  the  Southern 
island  were  equally  dark  with  this,  but  the  land  of 
the  interior  part  was  higher  than  the  Northernmost, 
which  was  nearly  level  with  the  water.  Besides 
these  there  were  two  smaller  islands,  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  first,  covered  pretty  well  with  wood, 
but  the  Southernmost  was  very  small  indeed. 

Going  between  these  two  islands  in  deep  Mater, 
it  suddenly  shoaHng  they  tacked  to  the  Westward. 
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This  entrance  from  IMoreton  Bay  Avas  Open,  and  the 
South  side  bore  N.  68"  E.  six  or  eight  miles,  and  the 
West  of  Moreton  Island  bore  N.  2°.  W.  Another 
island,  larger  than  either  mentioned,  bore  from  S. 
55°  to  S-i""  E.  distant  about  five  miles.  Allowing 
the  Northernmost  of  the  four  to  be  the  first,  they 
made  for  the  third  island  after  tacking,  and  the  water 
deepened  directly  to  six  fathoms. 

Their  attention  was  attracted  by  some  natives  from 
these  islands,  who  appeared  standing  up  in  their 
canoes,  and  pulling  to  them,  in  regular  order.  They 
seemed  to  have  long  poles  or  spears  with  which  they 
appeared  to  be  paddling,  all  shifting  their  hands  at 
the  same  instant.  About  twenty  of  them  were 
counted,  and  were  thought  to  be  coming  on  with 
much  resolution,  so  the  crew  prepared  for  the  event 
whatever  it  might  be.  Ihe  Norfolk  was  put  under 
easy  sail,  her  decks  cleared  and  each  man  a  number 
of  musquet-balls,  pistol-balls,  and  buck-shot,  to  be 
used  as  distance  might  seem  to  render  requisite;  as 
it  was  determined  not  one  should  escape  if  they  made 
an  attack* 

Thus  prepared,  they  bore  towards  them,  but  find' 
Ing  at  length  notwithstanding  all  their  exertions  they 
did  not  approach  any  nearer  the  vessel;  to  their 
great  surprize  they  discovered  that  instead  of  being 
in  canoes  to  attack  them,  they  were  standing  on  a 
flat,  which  surrounded  the  third  island,  driving  fish 
into  their  nets,  and  that  they  in  fact,  had  only  two 
canoes  among  them.  They  stood  all  in  aline,  splash- 
ing the  water  with  sticks,  first  on  one  side  and  then 
on  the  other.  This  apparently  hostile  array  thus 
proved  to  be  only  a  few  men  fishing,  and  they  wera 
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SO  peaceable  that  on  the  vessel's  approach  they  sunk 
then-  canoes  on  the  flat,  and  retreating  to  the  island 
made  their  fires. 

From  the  situation  of  the  sloop  at  anchor,  at  noon 
Glass-House  Bay  appeared  close  round  except  at 
one  opening  which  bore  S.  27°  E.  To  turn  up  this, 
they  sailed  .as  soon  as  the  ebb  tide  slacked.  On 
standing  near  the  South  part  of  the  shoal  which 
seemed  to  surround  the  island  that  the  natives  had 
retired  to,  one  came  down  abreast  the  sloop,  making 
gestures,  and  running  backwards  and  forwards,  but 
little  attention  was  paid  hhn,  Lieut.  Flinders  intend-^ 
ing  to  get  as  far  up  the  bay  as  possible  while  the  tide 
served.  At  midnight  he  anchored  as  the  deep  water 
now  became  contracted  to  a  narrow  channel. 

The  next  day  Lieut.  Flinders  landed  on  an  island 
in  his  passage.  Recent  footsteps  of  dogs,  were  nu* 
merous  on  the  beach,  but  traces  of  men  but  just  \'isi- 
ble:  there  were  several  lire-placcs,  and  various  other 
proofs  of  the  island  being  visited.  This  island  wag 
three  miles  in  circumference.  The  centi'al  part  of 
which  was  higher  than  the  skirts,  and  covered  with 
fine  mould.  On  the  S.  E.  side  of  the  island  it  de^ 
scended  in  a  steep  bank,  where  the  earth  w^as  as  red 
as  blood;  and  some  parts  of  it  were  as  hard  as  rock. 
The  trees  on  it  were  large  and  luxuriant.  On  the 
S.  W,  and  N.  E.  sides  it  was  low  and  sandy,  and  the 
palm  hut-tree  flourished  here.  These  nuts  it  was  sup- 
posed formed  the  principal  inducement  for  the  natives 
to  visit  this  island;  particularly  as  there  was  abundant 
testimony  under  the  trees  that  they  did  not  fall  off  and 
rot.  They  found  some  boughs  ranged  to  keep  off  th^ 
wind ;  and  from  the  fire-places  which  they  were  t9 
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defend,  it  was  thought  that  not  less  than  five  or  six 
natives  had  made  this  their  residence,  but  as  they 
met  with  no  huts  regularly  constructed,  it  was  pro- 
bably only  a  temporary  one. 

Black  and  the  white  cockatoos,  the  beautiful  lilac- 
headed  parroquet,  and  the  bald-headed  mocking  bird 
of  Port  Jackson,  were  seen,  butno  marks  of  resident 
quadrupeds,  rats  excepted,  could  be  discovered. 

Beyond  this  island  the  bay  was  contracted  into  a 
river,  of  a  considerable  width,  but  it  appeared  so 
shoal,  and  so  difficult  of  access,  that  Lieut.  Flinders 
gave  up  all  idea  of  pursuing  it,  particularly  as  the 
winds  were  adverse :  so  he  returned  onboard,  with 
the  intention  of  visiting  the  river  near  the  Glass- 
House  peaks,  and  there  to  lay  the  sloop  on  shore, 
and  procuring  a  supply  of  water. 

The  foUov/ing  day  passed  in  endeavouring  to  get 
into  the  river,  which,  from  the  pumice-stone  found 
on  its  shores,  was  called  Pumice-Stone  River.  And 
at  sun-set  they  anchored  within  two  miles  of  its  en- 
trance. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  21st,  Lieut.  Flin- 
ders went  in  his  boat  to  examine  the  river,  and  its 
entrance.  On  nearing  Point  Skirmish,  several  na- 
tives came  down  towards  the  boat  unarmed,  and,  by 
friendly  offers  of  their  girdles  and  nets,  would  fain 
have  pursuaded  him  to  land;  but  as  he  could  not  be 
satisfied  they  had  not  some  treacherous  design,  or 
whether  their  being  unarmed  arose  from  any  con- 
fidence they  might  be  inclined  to  place,  he  did  not 
choose  to  trust  them,  so  proceeded  in  his  examination 
of  the  river. 
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Notwithstanding  he  found  the  shoals  very  intri- 
cate ;  yet,  as  there  was  depth  of  water  enough  for 
the  sloop,   he  deterinined  to  get  her  in.  ^ 

On  these  shoals  several  pelicans  were  seen  ;  and 
they  did  not  go  far  before  they  were  saluted  with 
the  well-known  note  of  the  swan,  which  bird  now 
took  so  much  of  their  attention,  that,  before  they 
left  tliC  river,   eight  were  killed. 

Having  now  nearly  reached  the  end  of  their  ex- 
cursion,   two  natives  came  to  the  beach,   and  were 
very  desirous  they  should  land.     Being  dry  sand, 
and   at  a  distance  to  be  safe  from    the  reach   of 
spears,   they  put    ashore    on    it.     Lieut.  Fhnders 
taking  up  his  gun  to  fire  at  two  red-bills,   at  the 
same  time,  the  natives,  alarmed,  ran  to  the  woods  ; 
Bong-ree  following,  they  returned,  Mdicn  he  made 
an  exchange  for  their  hair  fillets  and  belts,   giving 
them  a  woollen  cap  in  return,   and  came    to   the 
boat  for  a  piece  of  cloth  and  some  biscuit,   to  n:ake 
the  exchange  more  equal.      During  this  time  Lieut. 
Flinders  was  on  shore  with  a  gun,  to  cover  him  in 
case  they  behaved  improperly.     On  his  advancing 
to  them,   they  were  very  violent  for  him   to  keep 
at  a  distance,   and  vv'ould  by  no  means  sutfer  him 
to    approach     without    laying     down     his     gun. 
Though  this  place  was  six  miles  from  Point  Skir- 
mish, it  was  evident  that  the  fame  and  dread  of 
fire-arms  had  reached  it,  and  undoubtedly  it  must 
have  been  considerably  increased  by  the  shooting 
of  the  swans,   which  they  witnessed. 

Returning  down  the  river,  they  were  hailed  by 
a  man  on  the  West  side,  with  a  spear  in  his  hand; 
and,  two  women  and  several  children  being  with 
him,   argued  much  against  any  premeditated  hos- 
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tility.  Tlie  women  and  children  retired  on  the 
vessel  approaching  the  shore  ;  hut  they  were  ob- 
served to  be  peeping-  from  the  bushes.  The  man 
was  very  anxious  for  the  gun  being  laid  down, 
calHng  out  "  woo-rah,  woo-rali,"  and  seemed  de- 
lighted when  it  was  complied  with ;  but  he  did 
not  appear  to  have  heard  many  particulars  of  their 
dangerous  power,  for,  on  pointi^ig  a  musket  to- 
Mf^rds  him,  he  by  no  means  appeared  sensible  of 
any  danger  to  himself  As  he  would  not  quit  his 
spear,  and  night  was  approaching,  they  did  not 
land,  but  backed  in  to  throw  him  a  stocking, 
which  they  shewed  him  might  be  worn  as  a  cap, 
and  then  sailed  on. 

Monday  the  22d  was  taken  up  in  getting  the- 
sloop  in  the  river,  which  Mnth  some  difficulty  was 
accomplished,  having  to  find  out  a  channel 
through  a  number  of  shoals.  Having  found  a 
proper  place  to  lay  the  sloop  on  shore,  on  Thurs- 
day the  25th,  they  completed  stopping  the  leak, 
and  was  again  in  a  condition  to  prosecute  the  ex- 
cursion to  the  Glass- House  peaks. 

A  ft^w  hours  before  liigh  water  on  the  23d,  he 
-Attempted  to  get  some  swans,  but  met  with  none 
but  could  fly.  He  saw  several  large  fish,  or  animals 
that  came  up  to  the  surface  of  the  water  to  blow, 
like  the  porpoise,  or  seal:  they  did  not  spout,  and 
had  no  dorsal  fin.  The  head  resembled  the  bluff- 
nosed  ])air  seal,  but  their  size  Mas  larger  than  any 
Lieut.  Flinders  had  seen.  He  fired  three  balls 
into  one,  and  Bong-ree  threw  a  spear  into  another: 
both  sunk,  and  were  not  seen  again.  These  ani- 
mals were  supposed  to  be  sea-lions,  and  were  ob- 
served no  where  but  in  this  river. 
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Not  finding  fresh  water  to  fill  up  their  casks, 
they  dug  a  hole  in  a  low  situation  a  hundred  yards 
inland.  The  first  foot  was  fine  vegetable  earth, 
mixed  with  a  little  black  sand  ;  the  three  follow- 
ing feet  were  different  layers  of  sand,  and  then  they 
came  to  the  hardened  black  clay  of  which  the  rocks 
on  the  banks  were  formed.  Here  the  water  began 
to  ooze  in  at  the  sides  of  the  hole,  which  in  the 
course  of  six-and-thirty  hours  was  filled,  but  with 
veiy  thick  water.  Fortunately,  however,  there 
was  no  occasion  to  make  use  of  it ;  as  one  of  the 
people  rather  incautiously  strayed  into  the  wood, 
and  met  with  a  deep  hole  containing  some  very 
good  water,  and  with  this  they  completed  their 
stock. 

While  they  were  making  up  the  sails,  which  had 
been  loosed  in  the  morning  to  dry,  three  natives 
appeared  on  the  beach,  a  little  distance  from  the 
vessel,  unarmed  as  before.  Bong-ree  went  to 
them  in  his  usual  manner,  but  they  would  not 
suffer  Lieut.  Flinders,  nor  indeed  any  of  the  party, 
to  come  near  them,  without  previously  laying  down 
their  guns.  Yarn  caps,  pork,  and  biscuit,  were 
given  them,  all  of  which  they  took,  with  apparent 
delight,  and  made  signs  for  Bong-ree  to  go  with 
them,  that  they  might  give  him  girdles  and  fillets 
for  his  head  and  arms.  While  their  visitors  were 
only  two,  the  natives  seemed  litely,  dancing  and 
singing  ;  but,  the  number  of  white  men  increasing 
to  eight,  they  became  alarmed,  and  seeming  to 
look  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  shot  belt  Lieut. 
Flinders  wore,  which  they  undoubtedly  must  have 
thought  to  be  some  weapon. 
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To  restore  their  confidence,  he  gave  it  one   of 
the  peojple  to   carry   away  ;   but   this    he   thought 
'wroiig,   as  it  might  tend  to  make  them  suspicions 
of  every  thing  they  saw,  and   thus  destroy   their 
friendly  intercourse.       By  this  belt  ihey  certainly 
recognised  Lieut.  Fhndcrs  as  the  person  who  fired 
on  them  before,   and  were  evidently  desirous  that 
he  should   keep  at  a  much  greater  distance   than 
any  other  person.     Three  of  the  sailors,   who  were 
Scotch,    attempted  to  dance   a   reel,   but  made  a 
very  bad  business  of  it,  M'hich  the  natives  seemed 
to   view   either  without    amusement  or  curiosity. 
Finding   at  length   they   could   not  persuade  the 
natives  to   visit  the   sloop,  they  parted  with  them 
in  a  very  friendly  manner. 

On  Thursday  the  25th,  having  weighed  an- 
chor, they  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  afternoon, 
that  they  might  be  nearer  the  Glass-House  peaks,  as 
they  now  intended  to  visit  them.  Some  parts  of 
the  river  were  from  four  to  six  fathoms  deep  ;  but 
the  channel  was  divided,  and  narrow.  Coming 
to  an  anchor  near  that  part  of  the  Western  shore 
where  the  man  and  his  family  called  to  them,  at 
this  time  they  saw  a  fire,  and  heard  several  voices 
near  the  same  place. 

The  next  morning  Lieut.  Flinders  took  the  boat 
up  a  small  branch  which  seemed  to  lead  towards 
the  peaks,  but  afterwards,  joining  the  same  stream, 
formed  two  very  low  islands,  leaving  the  Glass- 
Houses  at  some  distance  on  the  left  hand.  Be- 
tween nine  and  ten  o'clock  he  left  the  boat,  taking 
with  him  two  seamen  and  the  native,  steering  N. 
W.  by  W.  through  a  low  swampy  country,    till 
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they  caire  to  the  side  of  a  creek,  the  hanks  of 
which  were  low,  iiuiddy,  and  covered  with  man- 
groves. This  creek  carried  them  hy  the  head  of 
it,  where  tlie  stream,  passing  through  a  rocky 
swamp,  permitted  tliem  to  wade  over  it.  From 
here  they  steered  till  they  ohtained  a  sight  of  the 
flat-topped  peak,  which  appeared  to  he  nearer  than 
the  highest  Glass-Honse,  winch  was  that  he  first 
meant  to  visit  ;  hut  finding  one  o£  the  mounts 
with  sloping  sides  considerably  nearer,  he  altered 
his  course  for  it,  and,  after  walking  nine  miles  from 
the  boat,   reached  its  top. 

The  country  they  passed  through  M'as  low  and 
swampy,  and  towards  the  end  of  their  journey  the 
way  was  somewhat  uneven.  In  those  swampy 
parts  the  surface  was  full  of  holes,  where  the  water 
lodging,  walking  was  both  difficult  and  tiresome. 
The  higher  places  were  either  sandy  or  stony,  and 
in  these  the  grass  tree  or  gum  rush  abounded. 

The  mount  itself  was  a  pile  of  stones.  The  ve- 
getable matter  that  lodged  in  the  cavities  produc- 
ed a  covering  of  long  grass,  very  fit  for  thatch  : 
the  trees  on  the  mount  were  like  those  on  the  level 
ground,   but  much  taller. 

From  the  summit  they  viewed  the  bay  and  sur- 
rounding country,    which  was  very  extensive. 

Near  the  head  of  Pumice-Stone  river  was  a 
large  sheet  of  water,  which  seemed  to  divide  into 
branches,  and  others  still  smaller  falling  into  this 
below:  the  whole  formed  channels,  which,  ramifying 
through  the  low  country,  drew  off  what  water 
might  collect  within  the  ridge  of  the  back  moun- 
tains.    These  appeared  to  be  distant  between  ten 


350  JIISTOllY    OP 

an.d  twenty  unles,   and  the  intermediate  country 
to  hG  as  low  as  that  just  walked  over. 

From  this  mount  the  way  was  over  an  irregular 
country,  the  higher  parts  of  which  were  sandy 
and  stony,  the  lower  swampy  as  before.  About 
half  way  between  it  and  the  flat-topped  peak,  by 
a  stream  of  water  they  rested  for  the  night.  At 
seven  next  morning  they  found  themselves  under 
the  steep  cliffs  of  the  flat-topped  peak,  the  stone 
of  which  was  of  a  whitish  cast,  close-grained,  and 
hard,  but  light  ;  and  though  there  not  stratified, 
there  were  many  fissures  in  it.  Some  distance 
from  the  peak  lay  some  pieces  of  a  reddish-colour- 
ed stone,  a;id  some  small  pieces  of  granite  scatter- 
ed about. 

Lieut.  Flinders  was  surprised  at  not  meeting 
with  any  volcanic  appearances,  as  the  pumice- 
stone  in  tne  river,  and  the  situation  of  these  stu- 
pendous peaks,  standing  upon  low  flat  ground, 
led  him  to  form  some  expectations  of  that  kind. 

The  steepness  of  its  sides  prevented  any  idea 
of  reaching  the  summit  of  the  fiat-topped  peak, 
therefore  he  directed  his  course  to  the  river,  steer- 
ing S,  S.  E.  not  only  to  clear  the  head  of  the  creek, 
but  the  swamps  :  this  direction  took  him  very  far 
inland  ;  and,  upon  his  altering  the  course  to  reach 
the  place  where  he  had  left  the  boat,  he  had  to 
cross  a  broad  stream  of  fresh  water,  which  fell  in 
lower  down,  and  to  walk  nearly  three  miles  to  reach 
the  water  side.  He  however  reached  the  place 
with  great  readiness,  and  was  presented  with  a 
black  swan  the  people  in  the  boat  had  caught,  and 
which  was  at  the  moment  ready  to  satisfy  the  appe- 
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tites  of  his  party,   who  were  perfectly  prepared  to 
do  it  every  justice. 

The  traces  of  men  and  animals  were  few,  and 
rarely  met  with  in  the  upper  parts  during  this  ex- 
cursion; but  Lieut.  Flinders  found  anew  species  of 
pheasant,  about  the  size  of  a  magpie.  The  emu 
was  not  seen,  though  its  voice  had  been  heard  so 
repeatedly,  as  to  induce  him  to  suppose  that  bird 
must  be  numerous.  The  inland  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  higher  and  better  than  in  the  neiglibour- 
hood  of  the  salt  water,  but  no  where  did  he  meet 
with  any  calculated  for  the  production  of  the  wheat. 

They  reached  the  sloop  in  the  evening  of  Sa- 
turday the  27th,  and,  as  soon  as  the  ebb  tide  per- 
mitted, the  following  morning  they  got  under 
weigh  to  return  down  the  river  ;  and  as  they  pro- 
ceeded; there  were  many  natives  on  the  shore 
abreast  of  them,  who  seemed  anxious  for  them  to 
land,  dancing  and  singing  to  obtain  attention, 
and  express  their  own  good-will ;  but  as  they 
could  not  effect  their  wishes,  they  followed  the 
sloop  along  the  banks,  and  their  hopes  seemed  to 
revive  by  the  trips  which  the  vessel  made  in  tacking 
occasionally  towards  the  shore. 

The  intricacy  of  the  channels  proved  a  great 
impediment  to  their  progress,  but  they  could 
not  get  out  of  die  river  in  one  tide,  so  were 
obliged  to  anchor  about  a  mile  short  of  the  en- 
trance :  eighteen  swans  were  procured  in  this 
river. 

Soon  after  anchoring,  Lieut.  Flinders  took 
iomeofhis  people  with  axes  on  shore  to  cut  a 
log  of  the  pine,  for  the  workmen  at  Port  Jackson 
to  ascertain  the  kind   and    value  of  the   wood. 
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There  v/as  a  bouse  and  several  natives  near  the 
place,  with  whom  Bong-ree  was  talking  to  when 
the  tree  fell,  the  crash  and  report  of  which  startled 
them,  and  probably  assisted  in  giviflg  them  a  high 
idea  of  tlieir  visitors.  These  people  were  still 
averse  to  the  appearance  of  a  musket.  The  M'orthy 
native,  Bong-ree,  made  them  a  present  of  one  of 
his  spears,  and  a  tbrowing-stick,  of  winch  he 
sheu'ed  them  the  use,  for  they  appeared  to  be 
ivholly  ignorant  of  the  latter,  and  their  weapons 
of  the  former  kind  were  inferior  to  his. 

Bad  weather  detained  Lieut.  Flinders  here  two 
days,  during  which  they  w'ere  occasionally  visited 
by  the  natives,  who  came  down  upon  both  sides 
of  the  river,  and  entertained  them  with  singing 
and  dancing:  their  singing,  indeed,  could  not  be 
distinctly  heard,   being  nearly  lost  in  the  wind.    » 

,While  lying  here,  Lieut.  Flinders  had  an  op- 
portunity of  observing  their  manner  of  fishing, 
which  was  perfectly  novel  even  to  his  compa- 
nion Bong-ree.  The  party  on  the  East  shore^ 
near  which  the  vessel  lay,  went  out  every  morn- 
ing at  daylight  along  the  side  of  the  river  with 
nets  on  their  shoulders  ;  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  used  them  was,  whichever  saw  a  fish,  by 
some  dexterous  manoeuvre  got  at  the  back  of  it, 
and  spread  out  his  scoop  net :  others  prevented 
its  escaping  on  either  side,  and  in  one  or  other 
of  their  nets  the  fish  was  infallibly  caught.  With 
these  nets  they  saw  them  run  sometimes  up  to 
their  middle  in  water,  and  they  were  generall}^ 
successful.  After  fishing  they  made  a  fire  near 
the  beach,  and  sat  down  by  it  to  regale  with  their 
fish,  which  was  no  sooner  out  of  the  water  than  on 
the  fire. 
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The  rain  clearing  up  on  Tuesday,  in  the  after- 
noon, a  party  went  to  the  Eastern  shore  to  procure 
tire- wood,  and  comply  with  the  desire  which  the 
natives  had  expressed  of  seeing  them  land.  On 
approaching  them,  they  carried  their  nets  away  to 
the  wood  ,  but  three  of  them,  who  remained,  suf- 
fered the  Avhite  people  to  advance  without  laying 
down  their  muskets,  which  never  happened  before. 
They  were  still  timorous  ;  but,  on  being  requested 
by  signs  to  sing,  they  began  a  song  in  concert, 
which  actually  was  musical  and  pleasing,  and  in 
rather  a  melancholy  strain,  Bong-ree  gave  them 
a  song  at  the  conclusion  of  theirs,  which  sounded 
barbarous  ;  but  he  was  thought  a  poor  singer  in 
his  own  country. 

These,  like  the  natives  of  Port  Jackson,  falling 
to  a  low  pitch  of  their  voice,  recommenced  their 
song  at  the  octave,  which  they  accompanied  by 
slow  and  graceful  motions,  their  hands  being  held 
in  a  supplicating  posture,  and  the  tone  and  man- 
ner of  their  song  and  gestures  seemed  to  bespeak 
the  good  will  of  their  auditors.  Observing  they 
were  paid  attention  to,  they  each  selected  one  of 
our  people,  and  placed  his  mouth  close  to  his  ear, 
as  if  to  produce  a  greater  effect,  or  teach  them  the 
song,  which  their  silent  attention  might  seem  to 
express  a  desire  to  learn.  In  return  for  the  plea- 
sure they  afforded,  Lieut.  Flinders  gave  them 
some  worsted  caps,  and  old  blanket  trowsers,  with 
which  they  were  greatly  gratified.  Other  natives 
soon  made  their  appearance,  but  it  was  some  little 
tmie  before  they  overcame  their  dread  of  approach- 
ing those  strangers  with  fire-arms  ;  but,  encouraged 
10*  2  z 
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by  the  three  who  were  with  them,  they  came  up, 
and  a  general  song  and  dance  commenced. 

Among  those  who  last  came,  three  were  remark- 
able for  their  large  heads  ;  and  the  face  of  one  was 
so  very  rough,  that  it  had  much  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  baboon  than  of  a  human  being.  He  was 
covered  with  oil  and  soot ;  his  hair  matted  with 
filth  ;  his  visage,  even  compared  with  his  fellow 
countrymen's,  was  uncommonly  ferocious  ;  and 
his  large  mouth,  beset  with  teeth  of  various  filthy 
hues  between  black,  white,  green,  and  yellow,  and 
sometimes  smiled  in  a  way  which  might  make  any 
one  shudder. 

Among  other  friendly  interchanges,  they  learn- 
ed the  names  of  Lieut.  Flinders  and  his  party.  Him 
they  called  "  Mid-ger  Plindah  ;"  and  his  brother, 
Mr.  Samuel  Flinders,  they  named  "  Dam-wel." 
Three  of  their  names  were  Yel-yel-bah,  Ye-woo, 
and  Bo-ma-ri-go.  The  resemblance  of  this  last  to 
Porto  Rico  imprinted  it  on  Lieut.  Flinders's  recol- 
lection. When  these  people  joined  the  party,  the 
strangers  were  shewn,  and  their  names  severally 
told  them,  until  they  had  learnt  the  pronunciation. 
The  ceremony  was  reciprocal,  and  accorded  with 
what  Capt.  Cook  had  said  before  of  an  inhabitant 
of  Endeavour  river  :  "he  introduced  the  strangers 
by  name,  a  ceremony  which  upon  such  occasions 
was  never  omitted." 

On  a  comparative  view  of  the  size  of  these  peo- 
ple, they  were  evidently  lower  than  the  English, 
and  perhaps  less  in  every  respect,  except  in  the 
disproportionate  size  of  the  head  ;  and  indeed  this 
was  not  general.  In  the  features  of  the  face,  par- 
ticularly in  the  elongation  of  the  lower  ones,  in 
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the  small  calf  to  the  leg,  and  the  curve  of  the  thigh, 
they  hore  a  general  resemblance  to  the  natives  of 
Port  Jackson  ;  but  there  was  not  one  in  all  this 
group  whose  countenance  liad  so  little  of  the  sa- 
vage, or  the  symmetry  of  whose  limbs  expressed 
strength  and  agility,  so  much  as  those  of  Bong- 
ree. 

A  hawk  presenting  himself,  Lieut.  FHnders 
thought  it  a  fair  opportunity  of  shewing  his  new 
friends  a  specimen  of  the  effect  of  his  fire-arms.  He 
made  them  understand  what  he  intended ;  but, 
while  shifting  the  buck-shot  in  the  musket  for  a 
charge  of  small  shot,  their  agitation  was  so  great, 
that  they  seemed  to  be  on  the  point  of  running 
into  the  woods  ;  however,  an  expedient  to  keep 
them  was  contrived  :  the  seamen  placed  them  in  a 
cluster  behind  themselves,  and  in  this  situation  they 
saw  Lieut.  Flinders  approach  towards  the  bird,  and 
fire.  Their  sensations  at  this  moment  must  have 
been  curious;  for  the  hawk  flew  away,  though 
much  hurt,  as  the  natives  noticed,  for  its  leg  was 
broke.  This  disappointment  brought  to  mind 
how  ineffectual  had  been  some  former  attempts  of 
his  to  impress  them  with  an  idea  of  the  superior 
power  of  their  visitors.  Bong-ree  had  annoyed 
his  auditors  with  the  barbarous  sounds,  and  the 
clumsy  exhibition  of  the  Scotch  dancers  had  all 
been  viewed  by  them  without  either  wonder  or 
gratification. 

These  people  go  naked,  except  that  they  wore 
belts  round  the  waist,  and  fillets  about  the  head 
and  upper  parts  of  the  arm.  These  were  formed 
of  hair,  twisted  into  yarn  like  threads,  and  then 
into  bandages.      Indeed,  the  inhabitants  appeared 
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to  possess  in  general  a  pointed  difference  from 
those  of  New  South  Wales,  particularly  in  their 
net-H'orks.  To  these  may  be  added  the  bag  in 
which  they  seemed  to  carry  their  portable  proper- 
ty, and  which  was  most  probably  of  the  same  kind 
>a's  those  mentioned  by  Capt.  Cook  j  but  they  v/ere 
seen  of  different  sizes,  and  two  that  Lieut.  Flinders 
procured  were  very  differently  worked.  They 
were  shaped  somewhat  like  a  breast  plate ;  and 
worn  suspended  from  the  neck,  which  led  him, 
previously  to  his  first  interview  with  them,  to  sup- 
pose they  were  some  kind  of  defence  for  the  more 
vital  parts.  They  were  provided  with  nets  for 
catching  very  large  fish,  or  animals,  as  the  fragr 
ments  of  a  rotten  one  lying  on  the  shore  were 
picked  up,  the  meshes  of  which  were  wide  enough 
to  admit  the  escape  of  a  moderate  sized  porpoise, 
and  the  line  of  which  it  was  made  was  from  three 
quarters  to  an  inch  in  circumference. 

Lieut.  Flinders  thought  this  mode  of  procuring 
their  food  would  cause  a  characteristic  difference 
between  the  manners  and  dispositions  of  these 
people,  and  of  those  who  mostly  depend  upon  the 
spear  or  fiz-gig  for  a  supply.  In  the  one  case, 
there  must  necessarily  be  a  mutual  operation  of 
two  or  more,  who  would  from  necessity  associate 
together.  Those  which  had  been  met  with  in 
Shoal  Bay  and  Glass-House  Bay  were  far  superior 
to  any  that  had  been  seen  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Port  Jackson  ;  this  superiority  Lieut.  Flinders 
attributed  to  the  different  mode  of  procuring 
fish  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  inhabitants. 
He  likewise  supposed  that  the  use  of  nets,  and 
consequently  whatever   resulted    from   such  use;, 
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arose  from  the  form  of  the  bay,  which  being  shoal 
for  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shores,  gave 
the  greatest  advantage  to  nets  over  every  other 
method,  more  especially  the  setting  and  scoop  nets. 
Pumice-Stone  river  being  full  of  shoals,  required 
the  same  manner  of  fishing ;  and  it  was  observed 
that  most  if  not  all  the  islands  in  the  bay  were 
surrounded  by  extensive  shoals,  which,  by  ex- 
tending the  necessity,  would  assist  in  bringing 
nets  into  general"  use. 

At  one  time  they  saw  nearly  twenty  natives  en- 
gaged ifi  fishing  on  one  flat,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  were  employed  in  driving  fish  into  a  net 
which  was  held  by  their  companions.  That  they 
were  so  engaged,  they  convinced  our  people  by 
one  of  the  party  holding  up  a  fish  to  them  while 
he  was  standing  in  the  water. 

During  the  time  the  sloop  was  in  Glass-Hous« 
Bay,  they  scarcely  saw  any  of  the  women. 

Of  their  canoes  little  could  be  said,  for  the 
only  one  they  could  examine  was  on  the  East  side 
of  Pumice-Stone  river.  This  was  formed  of  the 
stringy  bark,  and  was  much  larger  than  any  used 
at  Port  Jackson.  The  ends  of  it  were  tied  up  in 
the  same  manner,  but  it  w^as  very  clumsy.  None 
of  the  natives  ever  attempted  to  approach  the 
sloop  in  canoes,  though  eight  or  ten  were  seen 
standing  together,  who  appeared  very  desirous  of 
having  a  communication  with  it. 

On  the  day  the  sloop  was  laid  ashore  in  the  river, 
the  rise  of  the  tide  was  but  three  feet  and  nine 
inches.  The  tides  were  then  neaped,  and  the  re- 
mark made  by  Capt.  Cook,  that  "  they  had  only 
one  high  tide  in  twenty-four  hours,"  seemed  to  ap- 
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ply  in  this  bay  ;  for,  although  the  sloop  was  got  up 
as  high  as  the  strength  of  the  crew  would  admit,  yet 
she  righted  a  full  hour  and  a  half  before  the  night 
tide  had  done  flowing,  and  shortly  after  one  man 
haled  her  off.  The  superior  rise  of  the  night  tide 
was  well  known,  and  of  course  proper  advantage 
was  taken  of  it,  at  Port  Jackson  ;  the  tide  also 
rose  the  highest  at  Western  Port,  round  the 
Southern  promontory  of  New  South  Wales.  The 
time  of  high  water  in  the  river  preceded  the 
moon's  passage  over  the  meridian  by  two  hours 
and  a  half. 

On  Wednesday  the  3 1st,  having  a  moderate 
breeze  at  S.  by  W.  with  fine  weather,  they  got  un- 
der weigh  and  beat  out  of  the  river.  Having  pass- 
ed fifteen  days  in  Glass-House  Bay,  Lieut.  Flin- 
ders was  enabled  to  form  a  complete  judgment  of 
it  J  and  found  it  so  full  of  shoals,  that  he  could 
not  point  out  any  passage  that  would  lead  a  ship 
into  it  without  danger. 

Lieut.  Flinders  named  the  laud  on  which  Cape 
Moreton  stood,  Moreton  Island,  supposing  that 
which  Capt.  Cook  would  have  given  it,  had  he 
known  its  form.  It  appeared  a  strip  of  land,  the 
Greatest  extent  East  and  West  of  which  was  not 
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more  than  five  miles  ;  but  its  North  and  South 
extent  was  about  twenty- two  miles.  The  ridge  of 
land  which  ran  along  the  middle  of  the  island  was 
nearly  of  the  same  height  with  the  Cape;  and 
though  it  appeared  to  be  composed  of  piles  of 
^and  heaped  together  upon  a  base  mostly  of  stone, 
it  was  interspersed  with  small  trees  calculated  to 
mislead  a  distant  observer,  who  ^vould  most  proba- 
bly think  that  some  spots  of  it  could  not  be  classed 
among  the  most  barren  parts  of  the  universe. 
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Passing  out  of  the  bay,  they  saw  a  turtle  lying 
asleep  on  the  water,  whence  it  became  very  proba- 
ble, that  taking  these  animals  formed  part  of  the 
labours  of  the  inhabitants;  and  well  indeed  would 
it  be  if  many  of  those  who  pride  themselves  on 
the  high  state  of  civilization  equally  well  employed 
their  time. 

In  his  passage  to  Hervey's  Bay,  the  next  place 
of  destination,  Lieut.  Flinders  was  only  two  days; 
passing  the  Wide  Bay  of  Capt.  Cook  on  the  1st, 
and  Sandy  Cape  on  the  2d  of  August.  The  South- 
erly wind  of  the  day  veering  round  in  the  evening  ' 
to  the  Eastward,  compelled  him  during  the  night 
to  keep  some  distance  from  some  land  ;  but  re- 
turning in  the  morning,  he  found  Captain  Cook's 
description  of  the  coast  applied  exceedingly  well. 

During  this  run  he  passed  one  of  those  spotted 
flat-tailed  snakes  first  noticed  by  Captain  Cook  in 
this  latitude,  and  which  appeared  to  be  of  the  kind 
observed  by  Captain  Dampier  on  the  North  West 
coast  of  New  Holland. 

In  this  bay  Lieut.  FHnders  remained  till  the  7th, 
during  which  time  he  had  sailed  round  the  inte- 
rior without  being  able  to  enter  any  opening  that 
might  take  him  to  a  river.  It  was  deep  and  ex- 
tensive, the  soundings  in  it  irregular,  and  in  seve- 
ral places  he  was  prevented  by  breakers  from  ap- 
proaching nearer  the  shore. 

Hauling  np  for  an  opening  which  he  wished  to 
examine,  he  came  to  a  sandy  inlet,  laying  at  the 
mouth  of  it.  Being  unable  to  find  a  passage  into 
the  opening  with  the  sloop,  he  came  to  an  anchor 
and  went  ashore  on  this  island,  which  was  sur- 
rounded with  shoal  water ;  the  base  of  which  he 
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found  to  be  a  hard  stone,  over  which  was  a  cover- 
ing of  sand,  mixed  with  coral  and  shells.  There 
was  a  cluster  of  palms  on  it,  and  other  small  trees  j 
a  few  large  trees  were  lying  on  the  shore,  throNvn 
down  by  the  wind  or  flood,  assisted  by  the  weight 
of  the  trees  themselves,  which  the  depth  of  soil  was 
jiot  able  to  support.  Being  about  half  ebb,  the 
shoal  was  dry,  on  which  M^ere  some  thousand  cur- 
lews and  gulls,  and  some  pelicans  ;  but  all  too  shy 
to  allow  of  his  approach  within  musket  shot.  On 
one  of  the  trees  was  stuck  the  cap  of  a  small 
whale's  scull,  and  in  one  of  the  sockets  of  the  eyes 
a  bird's  nest,  apparently  of  the  last  season,  was  dis- 
covered. 

This  islet  must  certainly  have  been  visited  by 
natives ;  for  they  found  three  spears,  and  near  them 
was  hidden  a  small  shield,  of  the  same  form  and 
substance  as  those  seen  near  Pumice-Stone  river. 
The  spears  were  of  solid  wood,  of  twelve  feet  in 
length,  and  could  not  have  been  used  with  a 
throwing  stick.  One  of  them  was  barbed  with  a 
small  piece  of  bone. 

The  forms  of  the  shores  about  this  harbour, 
apparently  dividing  it  into  two  bays,  an  upper  and 
lower  ;  and  the  shore  on  the  East  side  of  the 
upper  bay  being  high,  and  bounded  by  steep  cliffs  ; 
Lieut.  Flinders  was  induced  to  think  a  deep 
channel  existed  there,  as  the  sheet  of  water  ex- 
tended six  or  seven  miles  square. 

With  the  intention  of  accomplishing  an  East- 
ern passage  to  this  upper  bay,  he  returned  on 
board  from  his  visit  to  Curlew  islet,  and  got 
the  sloop  under  weigh ;  but  was  obliged  to  give 
up  the  idea,  finding  the  shoal  water  so  extensive 
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as  to  make  it  probable  it  joined  a  line  of  breakers  ; 
and  the  sun  being  near  the  horizon,  to  get  clear 
of  the  shoal  water  before  dark  became  a  princi- 
pal concern  :  these  induced  him  to  shape  his 
course  for  an  hummock  on  the  West  side  of  the 
bay. 

The  soundings  deepened  gradually  to  six 
fathoms  ;  but,  shoaling  again  to  three  and  even 
two  fathoms,  Lieut.  Flinders  suspected  the  flood 
tide  might  set  the  vessel  to  the  Southward  to- 
wards the  shore  :  this,  however,  was  not  the  case, 
for  at  daylight  next  morning  her  situation  was 
that  expected,  the  sloping  hummock  bearing  W. 
5°  N,  and  their  distance  off  shore  about  two 
miles. 

Keeping  along  the  shore  till  nine  o'clock,  the 
water  shoaled  to  nine  feet,  and  oblio'ed  them  to 
haul  off  to  the  N.  E.  Being  now  to  the  North- 
ward of  where  Capt.  Cook  had  laid  down  the 
coast  line,  and  the  land  being  visible  at  W.  10* 
N.  and  as  far  as  N.  W.  from  the  mast  head, 
he  did  not  judge  it  necessary  to  pursue  the  search 
any  longer  under  the  supposition  of  there  being 
a  double  bay,  and  therefore  continued  his  course 
for  the  extieme  of  the  sloping  hummock  called 
Break  Sea  Spit. 

Round  Hervey's  Bay  the  coast  was,  in  general, 
low  near  the  shore,  and  on  the  West  side  it  ex- 
tended to  some  distance  inland.  On  that  side 
the  land  wore  a  different  appearance  from  that  of 
Sandy  Cape,  there  being  few  marks  of  sand,  and 
the  shore  very  rocky.  Proceeding  toward  the 
head,  the  beaches  presented  themselves,  and  con- 
tinued with  little  interruption  into  the  upper  bay. 

10*  3  a 
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A  large  island  lying  off  the  entrance  to  the  upper 
bay  shewed  no  marks  of  sand,  but  was  well  cover- 
ed with  both  wood  and  verdure.  In  height,  it 
M'as  equal  to  the  high  parts  of  the  main,  and,  being 
four  or  five  miles  in  length,  seemed  to  be  a  fire 
island.  On  the  Eastern  shore  the  sand  was  more 
or  less  apparent  every  where,  increasing  in  quan- 
tity towards  the  Cape.  The  white  clifis  that  were 
noticed  before  contained  chalk;  the  upper  stratum, 
two  or  three  feet  in  thickness,  having  a  superior 
whiteness  in  those  which  were  best  seen. 

With  respect  to  fertility,  the  general  aspect 
only  can  be  spoken  of.  About  the  head  of  the 
bay,  the  trees  were  of  a  fair  growth  :  grass  seemed 
sufficiently  abundant ;  there  were  few  appearances 
of  sand,  and  some  parts  of  it  were  stony. 

Respecting  the  inhabitants,  he  had  only  time 
to  observe  that  their  smokes  were  numerous 
about  the  bay,  and  that  they  at  times  frequented 
Curlew  islet. 

Of  the  animal,  vegetable,  or  fossil  productions 
of  theba}^  he  could  speak  still  less,  the  shortness 
of  his  stay  permitting  no  examination. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  tide  the  day  he 
landed  on  the  islet,  it  was  high  water  between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock,  which  was  three  or 
four  hours  before  the  moon  came  on  the  meri- 
dian. 

Having  cleared  the  point  of  Break  Sea  Spit,  on 
Thursday  the  8th  he  proceeded  on  his  return  to 
Tort  Jackson.  Passing  the  land  between  Smoky 
Cape  and  Solitary  Isles  in  the  day,  which  had  been 
before  passed  in  the  night,  he  observed  it  seemed 
to  be  higher  than  most  parts  of  its  coast,  Mount 
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Warning  excepted ;  and  even  there  it  was  not  so 
high  near  shore.  The  view  that  he  had  of  the  land 
at  sunset,  when  Smoky  Cape  bore  S.  25°  W. 
distant  five  or  six  leagues,  induced  Lieut.  Flinders 
to  imagine  it  probable  that  there  might  be  an 
opening  to  the  Northward. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  18th,  tliere  beins: 
little  wind,  and  the  weather  fine,  they  were  attend- 
ed by  several  spermaceti  whales.  They  were  not 
more  than  twice  the  sloop's  length  from  her, 
coming  up  on  either  side  at  times  ver}^  near  her  ; 
and  remained  playing  about  for  more  than  two 
hours. 

Their  appearance  was  followed  in  the  evening 
by  a  gale  from  the  S.  W.  which  reduced  them  to 
their  storm  sails,  and  compelled  them  to  keep  off 
and  on  during  the  night.  The  wind,  however, 
loAvering  the  next  day,  and  a  Southerly  current 
having  been  in  their  favour,  Lieut.  Flinders  con- 
cluded his  labours  at  dusk  in  the  evening  of  the 
20th  ;  at  which  time  he  secured  his  little  vessel 
alongside  his  INIajesty's  ship  the  Reliance,  in  Port 
Jackson. 

The  observations  which  were  made  by  Lieut. 
Flinders  on  the  set  of  the  current  at  different  parts 
of  the  coast,  being  directly  opposite  to  the  remarks 
of  Capt.  Cook,  it  will  only  be  doing  justice  to  his 
great  merit  to  state  them.  That  great  and  able 
seaman,  Capt.  Cook,  says,  in  his  notice  of  the 
current  on  this  coast,  "  that  it  always  ran  with 
more  force  in  shore  than  in  the  olhng."  Now,  in 
going  to  the  Northward,  the  Norfolk  was  kept  as 
near  in  shore  as  circumstances  would  permit ;  but 
the  whole  sum  of  Southing  produced  in  eight  days 
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was  66  miles,  almost  the  whole  of  which  they  lost 
off  the  Three  Brothers  and  Smoky  Cape  To 
counteract  this,  they  had  tu'enty-five  miles  of 
Northing,  reducing  the  current  to  thirty  miles  in 
eight  days,  which  could  indeed  hardly  be  called 
a  current. 

On  the  contrary,  their  average  distance  from 
shore,  when  returning,  was  about  twelve  leagues  off 
the  land  ;  and  in  running  the  same  difference  of  la- 
titude in  twelve  days  the  sum  of  the  Southing  was 
two  hundred  and  eleven  miles,  and  the  Northing 
but  one  mile  and  a  half  Out  of  this,  thirty-four 
miles  were  gained  in  one  day  when  their  distance 
from  shore  was  the  greatest. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  current  was  strong- 
est at  the  distance  of  five,  and  from  thence  to  twen- 
ty or  more  leagues;  and  within  that  there  was 
some  set  to  the  Northward.  But  Lieut.  Flinders 
thought  the  Southerly  current  w^ould  prevail  near- 
er to  projecting  points  at  the  times  its  strength 
was  greatest,  for  in  that  respect  it  had  been  found 
to  vary  much. 

Respecting  the  tides  it  was  scarcely  necessary 
to-^ay  any  thing;  for,  by  a  comparison  of  tb.e 
times  of  high  water  at  Bustard  Ba}^  and  Port  Jack- 
son, it  seemed  the  flood  came  from  the  Southward, 
and  w^ould  therefore  produce  little  or  no  set  along 
the  coast,  cither  wa}^  in  the  greatest  part  of  tliat 
3pace.  From  Break  Sea  Spit,  the  coast  trends  to 
the  WestAvard  of  North,  wliich  has  a  tendency  to 
'  draw  the  flood  from  the  S.  E. ;  and  this  was  shewn 
by  Capt.  Cook  to  be  the  case. — Thus  concluded 
tlie  arduous  voyage  of  Lieut.  Flinders,  whose 
great    skill    in    exploring   unknown    coasts   and 
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harbours,  so  evidently  manifesting  itself  in  this 
excursion,  promises  fair  to  place  him  high  in  the 
list  of  British  circumnavigators. 

To  add  to  the  interest  of"  this  part  of  the  narrative, 
we  have  here  some  particulars  to  introduce  relative 
to  the  linfortunate  Trench  navigator  La  Perouse, 
who  sailed  from  Brest  in  1785,  and  who,  as 
well  as  Lieut.  Flinders,  visited  Van  Diemen's 
Lar^d. 

An  officer  of  the  name  of  Edwards,  belonghig 
to  the  8th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  M'hicli  has 
been  long  on  service  in  India,  was  proceeding  to 
New  South  Wales  in  the  Vefiifs,  in  1808,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  When  the  vessel  was  off 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  Lieutenant  Edwards  and 
some  others  landed  for  the  purpose  of  amusing 
themselves,  and  seeing  a  little  of  the  country. 
After  walking  about  for  sometime,  some  of  the 
company  perceived  an  inscription  cut  in  the  bark 
of  a  tree,  the  characters  of  which  were  nearly  ob- 
literated or  filled  up  ;  the  date,  however,  was  legi- 
ble, which,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  proved  to 
have  been  inscribed  exactly  that  very  day  seven- 
teen years.  As  the  whole  of  the  inscription,  from 
the  circumstances  we  have  stated,  could  not  be 
deciphered,  the  company  returned  on  hoard, 
giving  up  all  idea  of  further  research.  The  ex- 
traordinary discovery  having  mcide  a  deeper  im- 
pression on  !Mr.  Edwards  than  it  did  on  his  fellow- 
passengers,  he  determined  to  make  another  attempt 
to  decipher  the  inscription  ;  for  which  purpose  he 
went  on  shore  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by 
some  persons  to  whom  he  Iiad  imparted  a  portion 
of  his  Zealand  curiosity.     Their  first  proceeding- 
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was  to  clear  away  the  bark  from  the  tree,  by  which 
means  they  found  that  the  impression  on  the  body 
of  the  tree  was  so  strong  as  to  be  legible.  They 
ascertained  from  it  that  something  of  consequence 
was  buried  at  the  root  of  the  tree. 

Mr.  Edwards  immediately  set  to  work  with  an 
iron  instrument  they  had  brought  on  shore,  and, 
after  digging  for  a  short  time,  it  came  in  contact 
with  a  glass  bottle,  and  broke  it,  but  fortunately 
the  contents  were  not  injured.  Upon  examination 
they  were  found  to  consist  of  four  letters  ;  two  of 
which  were  addressed  to  persons  at  that  time  filHng 
situations  in  the  Government  of  France,  and  the 
other  two  to  ladies.  A  paper  also  accompanied 
the  letters,  which  were  carefully  sealed,  requesting 
whoever  should  find  them  to  forward  them 
to  their  respective  addresses.  Mr.  Edwards  under 
these  circumstances,  as  well  as  in  observance 
of  the  sentiments  which  should  animate  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  did  not  feel  himself  warranted  in 
opening  the  mysterious  papers,  but  carried  them  in 
the  state  they  were  found  to  the  Governor  of  New 
South  Wales,  at  whose  disposal  he  was  anxious 
to  place  them.  The  Governor,  however,  con- 
sidering Lieutenant  Edwards  as  best  entitled  to  the 
merit  of  the  discovery,  submitted  to  him  the  pro* 
priety  of  transmitting  them  himself  to  the  British 
Government.  This  suggestion  was  adopted,  and 
Mr.  Edwards  forwarded  the  letters  unopened,  with 
an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  dis- 
covered, by  the  Dromedary  storeship,  to  his  father 
in  London;  who,  in  conformity  with  his  son's  re- 
quest, put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  Department. 
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That  the  letters  contain  some  information  relat- 
ing to  th'e  ,fate  of  that  very  ahle  and  much  la- 
mented mariner  Perouse  is  most  probable  ;  for 
the  latest  inteUigence  obtained  of  him  was  not  far 
removed  from  the  date  of  the  inscription,  when  lue 
was  continuing  his  researches  m  the  same  quarter. 
These  letters,  it  is  presumed,  were  transmitted 
by  our  Government  to  France  in  the  same  state 
they  were  received. 

A   British   officer,     in   confirming    the    above, 
lately  made  the  following  remarks  : 

*'  I  saw  La  Boussole  and  L' Astrolabe,  under  the 
command  of  Monsieur  De  La  Perouse,  enter  Botany 
Bay,  and  anchor  there,  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1788.  On  the  24th  of  February  following,  I 
breakfasted  and  dined  with  the  Chevalier  De  La 
Perouse  on  board  La  Boussole.  A  few  days  after, 
three  of  the  French  officers  crossed  from  Botany 
Bay  to  Port  Jackson,  where  they  dined,  passed 
the  day,  and  remained  till  next  morning,  as  the 
guests  of  myself  and  som.e  other  British  marine 
officers.  On  or  about  the  12th  of  March,  1788, 
La  Perouse  sailed  from  Botany  Bay ;  and,  as  / 
believe,  was  never  after  heard  of" 
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CHAP.  X. 


From  contemplating  a  narrative  replete  with  ra-* 
tional  gratification  to  the  mind,  it  is  a  pity  to  be 
oblig'ed  to  resume  a  continuance  of  the  catalojarue 
of  crimes  with  which  iniquity  seems  ever  ready  to 
afford  a  superabundance  of  materials. 

The  criminal  courts  being  assembled  on  the 
29th  of  August,  one  man,  Job  Williams,  was  con- 
victed of  a  burglary  ;  and  several  others  were  or- 
dered to  be  transported  to  Norfolk  Island.  Wil- 
liams afterwards  received  a  purdon,  as  some  fa* 
vourable  circumstances  were  laid  before  the  Go- 
vernor. 

Some  difficulties  were  still  placed  in  the  way  of 
the  Commissary  in  preparing  his  accounts  to  be 
sent  home,  through  the  settlers,  and  other  persons 
who  had  not  come  forward  as  directed,  to  sign  the 
vouchers  of  sums  paid  for  grain  or  pork  delivered 
at  the  public  stores ;  the  Commissary  was  therefore 
ordered  not  to  pay  directly  in  future,  but  to  issue 
government  notes  quarterly  ;  when  every  person 
concerne<l  would  be  obliged  to  attend,  and  give 
the  proper  receipts  for  such  sums  paid  them. 
This  was,  indeed,  a  most  valuable  regulation, 
and  some  such  preventive  mode  had  been  long 
wanted. 

The  convicts  who  arrived  in  the  Hillsborough 
being  mostly  recovered  from  the  disease  and 
weakness  with  which  tliey  landed,  additional 
strength  \vas  added  to  tlie  public  gangs,  and  the 
different  Morks  in  hand  Avent  on  with  considerably 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  3^9 

more  spirit  than  they  had  for  some  time.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  battery  which,  under  the  direction  of 
Lieut.  Kent,  had  been  constructed  by  the  seamen 
of  the  Supply  on  the  East  point  of  the  Cove,  the 
work  on  Point  Maskclyne  had  been  completed  with 
embrasures  ;  and  some  guns  were  placed  in  a  com- 
manding situation  above  the  wind-mill  on  the 
West  side ;  and  a  work -had  been  thrown  up  on 
Garden  Island  ;  therefore,  in  point  of  defence,  the 
settlement  wore  a  respectable  aspect. 

During  the  night  of  the  6th  of  September,  the 
Resource,  an  American  ship,  arrived  from  Rhode 
Island,  bound  to  China.  Having  refreshed  her 
crew,  she  sailed  again  on  the  14th  ;  but,  to  the  in- 
jury of  other  Americans  who  might  hereafter  visit 
the  settlement,  the  master  took  several  seamen 
away  belonging  to  the  king's  ships.  To  recruit 
their  numbers,  and  refresh  those  he  had  on  board, 
were  undoubtedly  his  motives  for  coming  in  ;  but, 
such  conduct  deserving  a  representation  to  the 
American  Minister,  the  Governor  determined  to 
make  one. 

On  the  IJth,  the  Buffalo  sailed  for  the  Cape  of 
'  Good  Hope,  to  fetch  cattle  for  the  colony.  The 
Governor  wished  to  send  a  cargo  of  coals  by  her 
to  the  Cape;  but  her  repairs  had  taken  up  so  much 
time,  that  to  load  her  with  that  article  would  have 
procrastinated  her  departure  too  far  into  the  sea- 
son to  admit  of  her  return  within  the  summer 
months,  which  was  absolutely  requisite  to  pre- 
serve her  cattle  :  this  desirable  object  was  therefore 
declined. 

Dispatches  were  sent  to  England  by  this  oppor- 
tunity,  containing,    among  others,    a  requisition 
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for  those  materials  wanting  to  carry  into  effect 
the  manufacture  of  woollens  and  linens,  viz.  alarge 
quantity  of  reeds,  hackles,  tow,  and  wool  cards, 
a  quantity  of  log  wood,  red  wood,  copperas,  and 
alum. 

Shortly  after  the  sailing  of  this  ship,  the  Gover- 
nor visited  the  wild  cattle,  for  which  purpose  he 
left  Paramatta  on  the  24th  of  September,  crossing 
the  Nepean  river  next  morning  further  to  the 
Northward  than  before.  In  this  direction  he  tra- 
versed with  his  party  a  new  tract  of  country,  per- 
fectly beautiful,  and  highly  calculated  for  both  cul- 
tivation and  pastm'e. 

Arriving  at  the   Cow-pasture  Plains,  they  met 
with  a  small  herd  of  cattle  about  twenty  in  num- 
ber, all  extremely  fierce  ;  and  had  not  some  dogs 
been  with  the  party,  they  would  certainly  have  been 
attacked.     The  natives  who  accompanied  the  Go- 
vernor were  alarmed  so  much,  that  they  climbed 
up  the  trees,  and  left  their  friends  to  provide  for 
their  own  safety.     Several  of  the  dogs  having  been 
set  at  the  cattle,  by  some  of  the  party,  who  did  it? 
not  thinking  their  situation  perfectly  safe,  the  ani- 
mals, dismayed  at  this  unusual  appearance,    went 
off  with  great  expedition,  all  but  a  bull  calf,  which 
the  dogs   detained:  the  Governor,   however,   di- 
rected him  to  be  freed,   on  wliich  a  curious  cir- 
cumstance occurred.    Three  horses  being  with  the 
party,  the  calf  stuck  close  to  them,  running  be- 
tween their  legs,   and,   as  he  bellowed  very  loud, 
there  was  every  reason  to  fear  the  flock  would  re- 
turn, and  thereby  danger  the   party  :  thus  it  was 
thought  requisite  to  stop  his  cries  by   shooting 
him,  which  was  done  instantly,  and  they  regaled 
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with  infinite  satisfaction  on  veal,  a  dish  almost  un- 
known in  this  country.  ' 

Quitting  the  Cow-pasture  Plains,  the  Governor 
and  his  party  re-crossed  the  river  higher  up,  and 
were  led  four  miles  over  a  mountainous  country, 
and  then  over  a  level  space  covered  with  fine  grass, 
and  very  well  watered.  ' 

On  the  return  of  the  Governor  and  his  party  on 
the  beginning  of  October,  they  found  the  Eliza 
whaler  had  come  in  from  sea,  wanting  only  thirty 
tons  of  oil  to  complete  her  cargo. 

A  great  number  of  convicts  and  others  who 
were  the  labouring  servants  of  Government  having 
absconded  for  the  purpose  of  living  by  robbery,  or 
escape  in  those  ships  ready  to  sail,  an  order  was  is- 
sued, that  those  concerned  might  not  plead  igno- 
rant of  the  consequence,  and  thus  try  to  evade  pu- 
nishment, "  that  any  ollicer  or  man  belonging  to 
the  above  ships,  who  should  be  known  to  have 
countenanced  or  assisted  the  convicts  above  allud- 
ed to  in  making  their  escape,  would  be  taken  out 
of  the  ship,  and  punished  with  the  utmost  severity 
of  the  law;  and  as  the  most  strict  and  scrupulous 
search  would  take  place  on  board,  for  every  con- 
vict which  should  be  found  concealed,  or  suffered 
to  remain  on  board  without  regular  permission,  so 
many  of  the  ship's  company  should  be  taken  out 
and  detained  for  daring  to  encourage  such  escape. 
Such  of  the  above  public  servants  as  might  have 
taken  to  concealments  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  their  work,  or  making  their  escape  from 
the  colony,  if  they  did  not  return  within  a  week  to 
their  respective  stations,  might,  upon  discovery, 
expect  the  most  exemplary  punishment ;  but  they 
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would  be  pardoned  for  the  present  attempt,  if  they 
returned  immediately." 

Notwithstanding  the  GovernoT  had  found  it 
requisite  to  publish  this  particularly  strict  order, 
the  ver}^  day  it  appeared,  on  searching  the  Hills- 
borough then  moving  out  of  the  Cove,  several 
convicts  were  secreted  on  board  ;  these,  however, 
were  brought  on  shore,  and  all,  except  one,  receiv- 
ed severe  corporal  punishment.  That  one  was 
forgiven,  on  declaring  who  were  the  people  that 
encouraged  their  concealment,  and  prepared  hiding 
places  for  them.  This  he  did  ;  and  it  proved  to  be 
two  of  the  seamen,  who  were  also  directly  brought 
on  shore,  punished,  and  then  drummed  to  the 
wharf,  and  returned  to  the  ship  from  whence  they 
came.  The  little  effect  of  good  orders,  regula- 
tions, and  punishments,  was  again  fully  shewn, 
and  still  more  strongly  confirmed,  by  "the  follow- 


ing circumstance  : 


The  Spanish  ship,  a  prize  to  the  whalers,  had  been 
bought  by  Mr.  Hingston,  late  master  of  the  Hills- 
borough, and  two  free  men  of  the  settlement ;  she 
had  been  named  the  Hunter,  and  was  about  mak- 
ing a  voyage  to  Bengal,  for  the  purpose  of  freight- 
ing back  with  goods  for  the  colony.     A  female 
named  Ann  Hohnes  being  found  missing,   while 
the  Hunter  was  going  out  of  the  harbour,  the  Go- 
vernor directed  an  armed  boat  to  follow  the  ship, 
with  constables   to  search  her  ;    and   ordered,   if 
any  persons  were  found  on  board  without  permis- 
sion, to  bring  the  ship  again  into  port.     Having 
found  the  woman,  the  ship  was  accordingly  brought 
up  the  harbour,  and  properly  secured. 

Many  of  her  crew  conducted  themselves  in  an 
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insolent  and  mutinous  manner  to  an  officer  sent 
from  the  Reliance,  having  armed  against  the  con- 
stables, and  one  of  them  presented  a  musket  at  a 
chief  constable  :  they  were  now  secured,  and  or- 
dered to  be  punished  on  board  their  own  ship,  after 
which  they  were  turned  on  shore.  But  as  the  Go- 
vernor thought  something  more  than  this  requisite 
to  be  done,  a  criminal  court  assembled,  and  the 
master  of  the  ship  was  tried,  charged  with  aiding  a 
female  convict  to  escape.  The  offence  consisting 
of  aiding  a  convict,  it  became  requisite  to  prove  the 
person  found  in  his  ship  was  a  convict ;  but.  on 
referring  to  a  list  of  the  prisoners  wlio  arrived  in 
the  Royal  Admiral,  which  ship  Ann  Holmes  had 
been  sent  out  in  to  New  South  Wales,  no  term  of 
transportation  was  found  against  her  name  :  so 
the  master  was  acquitted,  it  not  being  possible  to 
prove  that  Holmes  \vas  then  a  convict.  But  the 
master  was  highly  reprehensible  for  concealing  any 
person  in  his  ship,  and  must  undoubted'y  have  felt 
himself  in  an  awkward  situation,  in  beinsr  brought 
before  a  court  for  the  breach  of  an  order  issued 
but  a  short  time  to  guard  him  and  others  against 
the  very  offence  he  had  committed. 

The  Hillsborough,  when  searched,  had  no  less 
than  thirty  convicts  on  board,  against  the  orders  ; 
but  these  were  without  the  knowledge  oF  the 
officers,  being  secreted  by  the  seamen.  Soon  after 
these  transactions;  both  ships  sailed  on  their  voy- 
ages. ^ 

Though,  by  the  measures  adopted,   it  was  sup 
posed  none  had  escaped  in  the  ships,  yet  many  were 
still  known  to  be  in  the  woods.      On  the    15th  a 
young  ox  was   missed   from   the    stock-yard  at 
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Toongabbe  :  with  the  hope  of  discovering  the  of- 
fenders, a  notice  was  issued,  holding  out  a  condi- 
tional emancipation,  and  permission  to  become  a 
settler,  to  any  convict  for  life,  who  would  come 
forward  with  the  information  necessary  to  convict 
the  persons  concerned  ;  and  an  absolute  eman- 
cipation, with  permission  to  quit  the  colony,  to 
any  one  transported  only  for  a  limited  time ;  but 
nothing  ever  transpired  that  could  lead  to  a  dis- 
covery. 

Wheat  at  this  time  getting  low  in  the  stores, 
rendered  it  necessary  to  deduct  two  pounds  from 
the  twelve  which  were  issued  :  an  addition  was 
made  to  the  allowance  of  salt  meat,  eight  pounds 
and  a  half  of  beef  being  issued  instead  of  five,  and 
five  pounds  of  pork  in  the  room  of  three.  This 
was  to  continue  until  the  new  crops  were  gathered, 
which  wore  at  present  a  promising  appearance ; 
and  the  various  misfortunes  which  had  attended 
the  exertions  of  the  indnstrious  being,  it  was 
hoped,  at  an  end,  the  Governor  thought  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  fall  to  the  original  prices  of  grain,  and 
of  course  directed  the  following  should  be  given  in 
future  :    • 

For  wheat,  per  bushel,      -     8s. 

The  present  barley,  do.     -     6s. 

Maize,  do.    -----     4s. 
to  commence  on  the  1st  of  January,  1800. 

The  Reliance  sailed  on  the  2d  of  November,  with 
a  party  of  military  to  relieve  those  on  duty  at  Nor- 
folk Island  ;  and  the  next  day  the  ship  Walker  ar- 
rived from  England,  on  board  of  which  were  Lieut. 
Colonel  Paterson,  and  Capt.  Abbot,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps, 
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The  dispatches  the  Governor  now  received,  di- 
rected a  register  to  be  kept  of  all  ships  entering  in 
and  clearing  out  of  the  harbour,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  appointed  Richard  Atkins,  Esq.  the 
judge  advocate,  to  that  service ;  and  it  now  be- 
came an  article  in  the  port  orders  delivered  to  the 
masters  of  ships  on  their  arrival,  "'  that  they  were 
not  upon  any  account  to  l^reak  bulk,  or  attempt  to 
land  any  article  whatever,  until  such  time  as  an  ac- 
count of  the  ship,  her  commander,  cargo,  &c.  had 
been  laid  before  the  Governor."  It  was  at  the 
same  time  ordered  that  no  boat,  or  indes'?d  any  per- 
son, except  the  pilot  and  officer,  sent  by  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  person  to  fill  up  the  register, 
should  ever  board  a  ship,  entering  the  port,  till  the 
information  required  had  been  fully  obtained. 

The  ordnance  of  the  colony  was  increased  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Walker  by    four   iron   twelve 
pounders,  and  intelligence  was  brought  that  cop- 
per coin,  to  the  amount  of  550/.  Avas  put  on  board 
the  Porpoise,  and  might  be  daily  expected.   Money 
would,  in  its  circulation,  most  certainly  be  attend- 
ed with  the  greatest  utility  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colony  in  their  several  dealings  ;  and,  to 
prevent  its  being  taken  out  of  the  colony,  it  might 
be  marked.     If,  by  the  introduction  of  the  coin, 
the  lamentable  and  nearly  never  to   be  forgiven 
crime  of  forgery  should   be  avoided,  it  would  in- 
deed be  an  event  devoutly  to  be  wished  ;   but,  in 
all   human  probability,    this   crime,    if  expelled, 
would  only  introduce  the  more  general  crime  of 
manufacturing  counterfeit  money,  for  among  the 
many  ingenious  persons  in  the  country  it  would 
certainly  be  attempted. 
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At  tlie  same  time  as  the  Walker,  the  Britannia 
arrived  from  her  last  cruize,  having  perfected  her 
cargo  of  oil. 

A  general  complaint  being  made  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sydney  concerning  the  quality  of  the 
bread  delivered  to  them,  the  Governor  ordered  a 
meeting  of  officers  for  the  investigation  of  it.  It 
appeared  that  the  bakers  received  the  wheat  as  is- 
sued, and  engaged  to  give  in  return  a  quantity  of 
bread  ,  but,  never  having  been  confined  as  to  qua- 
lity, returned  loaves  composed  of  more  chaflf  and 
bran  than  flour,  which  made  the  convicts  very 
feelingly  call  them  "  scrubbing  brushes."  The 
bakers  were  heard,  but  proper  directions  were 
given  to  remove  the  evil,  and  prevent  a  repetition 
of  it. 

Lieut.  Col.  Paterson  had,  since  he  arrived,  in- 
troduced some  regulations  in  the  corps  of  which 
he  was  sent  out  to  take  the  command.  As  his  Ma- 
jesty had  augmented  the  pay  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  drummers,  and  privates  of  the 
army,  since  the  ^5th  day  of  May  1797,  under  cer- 
tain regulations  with  respect  to  stoppages,  this  re- 
giment was  to  receive  the  benefit  of  three-pence 
halfpenny  per  day,  to  be  deducted,  as  a  payment 
for  the  ration  issued  to  them,  and  which  the  com- 
missary was  now  directed  to  serve,  agreeable  to 
the  ration  established  by  command  for  such 
troops  as  were  serving  in  Jamaica,  Gibraltar, 
&c.   Sec. 

Col.  Paterson  was  also  instructed  to  complete 
the  companies  of  the  corps,  if  he  could  obtain  pro- 
per characters  for  the  purpose  j  in  consequence  of 
which  notice  was  given,  informing  those  free  peo- 
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pie,  vv'ho  could  bring  with  them  satisfactory  re- 
commendations to  the  Colonel,  that  they  would  be 
received  for  the  regiment. 

Tli€  great  pains  formerly  taken  to  enforce  a  pro- 
per attention  to  the  duties  of  religion,  it  might  ra- 
tionally have  been  thought,  would  have  had  a  last- 
ing effect ;  but  the  orders  and  regulations,  for  the 
good  government  of  New  South  Wales,  like  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  of  the  mother  country,  were 
only  observed  at  their  first  publication  :  again, 
therefore,  was  the  Governor  obliged  to  call  on  all 
in  authority  to  exert  themselves  in  enforcing  a 
proper  observance  of  the  sabbath,  and  they  were 
particularly  directed  to  urge  the  women  to  at- 
tend divine  service,  for  the  females  had  at  all  times 
thought  it  convenient  not  to  imagine  themselves 
included  in  those  addressed  by  the  public  orders. 

The  crops  of  wheat,  which  at  this  time  were 
ready  for  the  reaper,  wore  a  profitable  and  very 
promising  appearance  ;  the  stalks  of  that  at  the 
Hawkesbur}^  were  bending  with  the  weight  of  the 
corn.  But  in  this,  as  in  other  countries,  a  crop 
could  never  with  safety  be  reckoned  until  gathered 
into  the  barn.  On  the  l<5th  of  November  fell  a 
heavy  storm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  with 
a  shower  of  hail  that  knocked  the  greater  part  of 
the  fruit  off  the  trees,  and  cut  up  the  gardens  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Sydney  ;  though  at  two 
miles  from  that  place  it  was  not  felt.  On  the  18th 
of  November,  a  gale  of  wind  and  rain  visited  the 
Hawkesbury  two  days  after  the  storm  at  Sydney, 
which  beat  down  much  of  the  wheat,  and  greater 
part  of  the  public  store.  This  tempestuous  wea- 
ther subsided  for  a  day,  and  then  recommenced  and 
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continued  until  the  25th,  ^vhen  it  cleaved  up  ;  and, 
to  increase  the  affliction,  myriads  of  caterpillars 
were  now  destroying  the  young  maize. 

To  obtain  an  absolute  knOMdedge  of  what  was 
the  produce  of  the  year's  harvest,  proper  persons 
were  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  visit  every 
district,  and  to  obtain  frorn  the  owners  an  account 
of  what  wa^  produced  on  each  farm. 

The  building  the  public  gaol  at  Sydney  was  not 
yet  completed,  although  a  meeting  of  the  officers 
had  been  held  to  consider  of  the  means  best  to  be 
devised  for  defraying  the  expense. 

The  Britannia  whaler  being  now  ready  for  sea, 
on  the  2d  of  December  sailed  for  England,  by 
which  opportunity  Mr.  Raven,  who  came  with  the 
Buffalo,  and  five  of  his  officers,  took  their  passage, 
an  agreement  being  ttiade  with  the  master  to  fur- 
nish them  with  a  passage  for  250/.  The  Walker  on 
the  same  day  sailfed  oh  her  fishing  voyage. 

The  dissatisfaction  manifested  by  the  settlers,  re- 
specting the  reduction  of  the  price  of  grain  which 
liad  been  ordered  by  the  Governor  to  take  place,  in- 
duced them  to  cornplain  to  his  Excellency  by  peti- 
tions, in  which  they  stated  many  haixlships  they 
laboured  under,  in  the  hope  that  he  avouIcI  receive 
the  crops  of  this  season  at  the  higher  price.  Having 
considered  the  propriety  of  their  petitions,  he  wish- 
ed them  to  recollect,  that  four  years  since  he  had 
given  notice  that  the  high  price  of  grain  could  not 
be  continued  longer  than  that  season  ;  and  though 
he  had  no  doubt  of  their  having  had  the  losses  they 
represented,  and  they  must  know  he  had  used  every 
means  he  could  to  remove  or  relieve  them,  yet  his 
duty  forced  him  to  adhere  to  the  reduction  of  which 
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he  had  given  notice  ;  and  at  the  s^me  tinie  observ- 
ed, that  some  of  the  misfortunes  had  proceeded 
from  a  want  of  attention  to  their  own  interest, 
many  of  them  having  sold  their  last  bu§hel  for  the 
imprudent  gratification  of  the  moment,  thus  re» 
ducino:  their  families  to  distress,  and  even  naked- 
ness.  He  informed  them,  he  felt  much  pleasure  in 
being  able  to  communicate  to  them,  thatGovern" 
ment  intended  to  administer  every  relief,  by  sup^- 
plying  the  inhabitants  with  both  necessaries  and 
comforts  at  a  moderate  price. 

During  the  same  day  which  the  Britannia  sailed, 
the  Plumier,  a  Spanish  ship,  anchored  in  the  cove ; 
which  ship  was  a  prize  to  three  whalers  that  cap- 
tured her  near  Cape  Corientes,  on  the  coast  of  Peru. 
Her  cargo  principally  consisted  of  spirits  and  wine, 
Avhich  being  condemned  by  the  Vice-admiralty 
Courtas  a  lawful  prize,  were  removed  to  the  Supply, 
and  an  order  was  issued  to  forbid  the  landing  of 
spirits,  wine,  or  malt  liquor,  till  a  regular  permit 
was  obtained,  which  restriction  was  extended  to 
wine  and  malt  liquor,  as  spirits  were  frequently 
landed  as  those  articles. 

The  Commissary  was  now  enabled  to  issue  slop^- 
cloathing  to  the  convicts,  as  a  quantity  had  been 
received  by  the  Walker;  but  unfortunately,  how- 
ever, much  put  on  board  arrived  in  a  damaged  state. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  the  Martha  schooner 
came  in  from  Bass  Strait ;  she  brought  1000  seal^ 
skins  and  30  barrels  of  oil,  which  she  had  procur- 
ed among  the  islands. 

The  criminal  court  assembled  on  the  I6th,  when 
two  mates  of  the  Walker  were  tried  for  using  me- 
naces to  a  person  for  stopping  their  boat  when  at- 
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tempting  to  land  spirits  without  a  pern^it ;  but,  as 
he  had  no  authority  for  making  a  seizure,  they 
were  acquitted.  One  John  Morris  was  conrieted 
of  forgery,  and  received  sentence  of  fleatli ;  but 
his  fate  being  determined  by  the  majority  of  one 
voice,  tliis  business  must,  as  provided  by  the  pa- 
tent for  est  .< Wishing  the  court,  be  referred  to  tlie 
King  in  council.  It  was  fortunate  that  such  in- 
stances did  not  often  occur  ;  for  the  unfortunate 
criminal  must  languish  for  many  months  in  so 
dreadful  a  state  of  uncertaint}",  that  it  is  bard  to 
say  if  the  thus  created  punishment  by  suspense^ 
even  though  eventually  the  culprit  was  pardoned, 
did  not  exceed  the  instant  pimishment  of  (Icath ; 
and  if,  after  a  lapse  of  time,  the  pendant  arm  of 
justice  inflicted  the  rigorous  sentence  of  the  law, 
the  poor  wretch's  state  must  excite  the  commise- 
ration of  all  hearts  composed  of  any  softer  mate- 
rials than  iron. 

The  settlers,  in  a  body,  again  represented  their 
inabihty  to  bear  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  wheat 
this  season,  not  only  in  consequence  of  their  former 
losses,  but  of  the  very  high  price  of  those  necessa- 
ries of  life  requisite  for  paying  their  labourers  :  'J 
thus  the  Governor  consented  to  receive  the  wheat 
only  at  the  former  price  of  ten  shillings  per  bushel, 
and  they  were  then  told  the  reduction  would  cer- 
tainly take  place  the  next  season.  His  Excellency 
also  allowed  a  quantity  of  wine  and  spirits  to  be 
landed,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  hadj 
crops  to  secure,  and  thus  prevent  the  impositions 
they  must  be  subject  to  in  procuring  them  from 
petty  dealer. 

The  Reliance  and  Francis  returned  on  the  24t] 
from  Norfolk  Island,  with  the  relief  of  the  militaryi 
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Before  the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  log  gaol  at 
Paramatta  was  set  on  fire,  and  shortly  consumed. 
The  prisoners  confined  there  were  with  difficulty 
saved  from  the  flames,  and  so  scorched,  that  one 
died  in  a  few  days. 

The  rewards  formerly  thought  proper  to  he  held 
out  on  other  occasions,  were  offered  to  any  one 
who  would  give  evidence  to  convict  the  incendia- 
ries ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  again  called  on  by 
that  duty  each  owed  to  society,  as  well  as  by  his 
own  interest,  to  use  every  means  to  discover  the 
perpetrators  of  such  diabolical  mischief,  which  in 
its  extent  involved  the  lives  of  many,  arid  the  pro- 
perties of  every  one. 

It  is  by  no  means  wonderful,  that,  in  a  country 
inhabited  by  convicts,  there  should  be  an  antipa- 
thy to  a  gaol,  so  strong  as  to  end  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  those  composed  of  combustible  materials  ; 
and  though  it  might  be  thought  that  the  criminals 
on  the  outside  would  have  had  a  little  pity  for 
those  on  the  in,  that  was  not  found  the  case,  either 
at  the  burning  the  prison  formerly  or  now;  which 
shews  too  plainly  the  real  state  of  depravity  to 
which  human  nature  can  reach. 

The  harvest  now  beginning,  constables  were  sent 
to  the  Hawkesbury  to  secure  every  vagrant  they* 
could  meet  with,  and  bring  them  to  Sydney,  if  they 
did  not  choose  to  work,  as  the  settlers  were  willincr 
to  pay  them  a  dollar  per  day,  and  give  them  their 
provisions  :  at  this  time,  there  were  many  persons 
in  that  district,  calling  themselves  free  people, 
who  refused  to  do  any  kind  of  labour  unless  paid 
the  most  exorbitant  wages. 

This  evil,  indeed,  reigns  too  universally  in  all 
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countries,  for  from  this  cause  the  farmer  is  evi- 
dently forced  to  charge  more  for  his  grain  :  thus 
the  increase  of  price  rises  still  higher,  till  at  length 
the  very  labourer,  who  is  the  first  grand  cause, 
complains  of  the  price  of  that  bread  he  needs  for 
himself  or  family. 

The  following  statement  of  the  live  stock  and 
ground  in  cultivation  in  New  South  Wales  at  this 
period  is  highly  satisfactory  ;  viz. 

Livestock: — 3.9  horses,  72  mares,  188  bulls  and  oxen,  512 
cows,  3189  hogs,  4721  sheep,  and  2588  goats. 

Land  in  Cultivation: — 5465  acres  of  wheat,  2302  of 
maize,  82  of  barley,  and  only  S  of  oats. 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  was  a  great  increase  of 
live  stock,  except  of  horses.  And  a  considerable  ad- 
dition had  been  made  to  the  ground  in  cultivation. 

As  a  contrast  to  this,  is  the  state  of  cultivation 
in  the  Colony  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1809, 
very  shortly  before  the  author  sailed  for  Europe. 

Belonging  to  the  crown,  100  acres  in  v,heat.--Belonging  to  officers, 
3262  acresof  wheat,  17S  acres  ofmaize,  22 1  acres  of  barley,!  3  acres 
of  oats,  1 :2  acre  of  peas  and  beans,  If)^  acres  of  potatoes,  65  acres  of 
orchard,  and  6  acres  of  flax  and  hemp. — Belonging  to  settlers,  646o| 
acres  of  wheat,  321  i|  acres  of  maize,  512  acres  of  barley,  791  acres 
of  oats,  9S|  acres  of  peas  and  beans,  281^  acres  of  potatoes,  13 
acres  of  turnips,  481^  acres  of  garden  and  orchard,  and  285  acres 
of  flax,  hemp,  and  hops.  Total,  6SS2  acres  of  wheat,  3319/i  acres 
of  maize,  534^  acres  of  barley,  023  acres  of  oats,  IOO3  acres  of 
peas  and  beans,  301  acres  of  potatoes,  13  acres  of  turnips,  546| 
acres  of  orchard  and  garden,  34^  acres  of  flax,  hemp,  and  hops. 

The  following  is  an  accurate  account  of  tlie  live  stock  :  Belong- 
ing to  the  crown,  28  male  horses,  19  female  ditto,  21  bulls,  1791 
cows,  1 800  oxen,  395  male  sheep,  and  6'04  female  ditto. — Belong- 
ing to  ofiicers,  81  jnale  horses,  146  female  ditto,  3S  bulls,  1111 
cows,  696  oxen,  2638  male  sheep,  5208  female  ditto,  40  male 
goats,  75  female  ditto,  4S6  male  pigs,  and  537  female  ditto. — Be- 
longing to  settlers,  258  male  horses,  329  female  ditto^  40  bulls. 
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1900  COWS,  1 1 7'2  oten,  7449  hiale  sheep,  15,327  female  ditto,  799 
male  goats,  167O  female  ditto,  7693  male  pigs,  and  7435  female 
ditto. — Belonging  to  persons  not  holding  land,  44  male  horses, 
35  female  ditto,  19  bulls,  307  cows,  103  oxen,  325  male  sheep, 
1  222  female  ditto,  07  male  goats,  29G  female  ditto,  l6'41  male  pigs, 
and  157G  female  ditto.  Totalof  stock,  411  male  horses,  519  f<i- 
niale  ditto,  118  bulls,  5115  cows,  3771  oxen,  10,80/  male  sheep, 
22,451  female  ditto,  93u  male  goats,  2039  female  ditto,  9820 
male  pigs,  and  9548  female  ditto. 

That  the  increase  of  live  stock  and  land  in  cul- 
tivation should  have  for  its  growing  accompani- 
ment an  increase  of  crimes,  can  only  be  viewed 
with  regret ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
abilities  so  great  as  those  possessed  by  every  officer 
in  the  settlement  had  not  more  worthy  subjects  of 
his  Majesty's  to  govern,  and  thus  have  them  shewn 
to  still  greater  advantage. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1800,  the  Swallow,  East- 
India  packet,  arrived  on  her  voyage  to  China.  On 
anchoring,  she  saluted  the  fort,  which  was  of  course 
returned.  She  had  a  variety  of  articles  for  sale,  in- 
tended for  the  China  market;  but  the  master 
found  it  worth  his  while  to  display  to  the  female 
inhabitants  here  various  elegant  articles  of  dress. 

On  the  1 1th  the  Minerva  transport  arrived  from 
Ireland,  with  162  male  and  26  female  convicts  from 
that  kingdom,  all  in  perfect  health,  their  treatment 
doing  the  highest  credit  to  the  master,  the  surgeon, 
and  officers  :  only  three  had  died  during  the  pas- 
sage. She  was  chartered  for  Bengal  ;  and,  as  the 
season  was  early  for  her  proceeding  on  that  vo}'- 
age,  the  Governor,  wishing  to  divide  this  descrip- 
tion of  people,  would  have  sent  her  with  them  to 
Norfolk  Island  ;  but,  as  no  provision  had  been 
made  for  her  proce-eding  to  that  place  under  the 
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original  charter-party,  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
give  what  the  master  demanded.  And  having 
been  informed  that  another  ship,  the  Friendship, 
had  sailed  from  Ireland,  he  resolved  to  land  the 
convicts,  and,  to  avoid  imposition,  wait  her  arri- 
val. As  the  Minerva  had  touched  at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, she  brought  many  articles  for  sale,  from  that 
port  as  well  as  from  England,  most  of  which  were 
seriously  wanted ;  but  the  prices  were  so  immoderate, 
as  to  drain  all  the  money  that  could  be  procured. 

The  arrival  of  the  Minerva  was  accompanied  with 
that  of  the  Fhynne,  a  snow  from  Bengal  under 
Danish  colours,  chartered  by  the  officers  of  the  co- 
lony, through  an  agent  they  sent  thither  on  pur- 
pose :  she  was  laden  on  their  account  with  articles 
they  were  mach  in  want  of. 

On  the  18th  a  convict  attempted  to  go  alongside 
the  INIinerva,  and,  still  persisting,  though  repeated- 
ly warned  to  keep  off,  was  shot  by  the  sentinel, 
agreeable  to  his  orders  ;  and,  though  tried,  Nvas  of 
course  acquitted. 

The  natives  having  murdered  two  men  who  had 
farms  at  the  Hawkesbury,  a  few  of  the  settlers  in 
the  neighbourhood  determined,  like  the  native  sa- 
vages of  the  country,  to  revenge  their  death  by  re- 
taliation. There  were  three  native  boys  living  with 
a  settler  named  Powell,  and  two  others.  These  inno- 
cent and  unoffending  lads  were  selected  as  the  ob- 
ject of  their  revenge  by  these  white  savages.  Having 
told  them  they  thought  they  could  find  the  guns 
of  the  white  men,  they  were  sent  for  that  pursose, 
and  soon  brought  them  in.  Powell  and  his  com- 
panions now  began  to  execute  their  infernal 
work  of  vengeance  ;    for    which    purpose,    they 
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dtb\e  them  into  a  barn,  and  after  tying  their  hands 
behind  therii,  the  cowardly  miscreants  stabbed  them, 
till  two  died  beneath  their  hands.  The  third  made 
his  escape,  by  juriiping  into  the  river,  and  though  to 
assist  him  in  swimming  he  could  only  make  use  of 
his  feet,  yet  M'ith  this  disadvantage,  and  the  savage 
murderers  of  his  companions  firing  constantly  at  him, 
he  reached  the  opposite  bank  alive,  and  soon  joined 
his  own  far  more  innocent  people. 

The  governor,  on  being  informed  of  this  circum- 
stance, with  his  usual  goodness  sent  directly  to  the 
place,  where  the  bodies  of  the^e  poor  victims  were 
found  buried  in  a  garden,  stabbed  in  several  places, 
and  their  hands  tied  as  described.  Powell  and  the 
other  murderers  were  taken  into  custody,  and  a  court 
being  assembled,  they  were  tried  for  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  the  two  native  boys. 

The  evidence  produced  to  the  court  perfectly  esta- 
blished ^  that  the  deceased  had  died  by  means  of  the 
prisoners ;  and  the  -members  of  the  court  ^^  ere  un- 
animously of  opinion,  that  they  were  "  guilty  of  kill- 
ing txvo  natives  ;"  but  instead  of  passing  a  sentence 
of  death,  a  special  reference  was  made  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's JMinister,  and  the  prisoners  were  admitted  to 
bail. 

By  way  of  a  defence  the  prisoners  brought  forward 
a  cloud  of  witnesses  to  prove  a  number  of  white 
people  had  been  killed  by  the  natives;  but  most  un- 
doubtedly could  these  people  have  been  properly 
understood,  proofs  had  not  been  wanting,  of  the 
wanton  and  brutal  manner  in  which  by  far  too  many 
of  them  had  been  expelled  e:^istence. 
*  11  3d* 
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Doubts  arising  as  to  the  light  the  natives  were  to 
be  held,  the  court  applied  to-  the  Governor  for  in- 
formation, when  he  sent  the  court  the  orders  from 
time  to  time  given  respecting  them,,  and  a  copy  of  an 
article  in  his  "  jMajesty's  instructions  to  the  Go- 
vernor," ^^'hich  in  very  strong  terms  places  them- 
nnder  the  protection  o1i  the  British  government,  and 
directs^  that  "  if  any  of  his  subjects  should  wantonly 
destroy  them,  or  give  them  unnecessary  interruption' 
in  the  exercise  of  their  several  occL!})ations,  they  are 
to  be  brought  to  punishment  according  to  the  degree 
and  nature  of  their  ofl'ence." 

But  as  in  this  mstance,  tiie  court  A\ere  divided  in 
iheiY  senthnents,  the  Mhole  business,  \\itli  their 
doubts,  was  agreed  to  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty's 
^Minister.  Notwithstanding  it  Avas  impossible  to  ex- 
plain to  the  natives,  or  make  them  comprehend  the 
nature  of  these  doubts,  it  A\as  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected they  would  ill  brook  the  return  of  the  pri' 
soners  to  their  farms  without  receiving  some  punish- 
ment: an  event  wholly  opposite  to  their  ideas  and 
customs ;  in  fact  they  threatened  most  violently  to 
burn  the  croj)S  the  first  opportunity.  In  the  hands 
ot  a  body  of  justly  ii'iitated  and  hostile  natives,  fire 
might,  with  little  trouble  to  them,  ruin  every  prospect 
of  the  most  abundant  harvest ;  and  by  this  threat, 
it  appeared  evident  they  Mere  not  ignorant  of  the 
power  they  possessed,  thus  it  was  essential  to  the 
comfort,  security,  and  indeed  existence  of  the  settlers 
in  particular,  that  they  should  live  with  them  at  least 
on  amicable  terms.  On  the  21st  the  Swallow  sailed 
on  her  voyage  to  China. 
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On  the  25th  of  this  month,  the  ^\'alker  whaler  came 
in,  not  having  met  Avith  any  success.  She  had  spoke 
the  Albion,  which  liad  unlbi tunatcly  been  equally 
unsuccessful. 

The  gaol  at  Sydney  still  Avantlng  much  of  being 
compleatcd  from  the  smalness  of  the  sums  raised  to 
carry  it  on;  and  as  it  appeared  that  the  officers  had 
paid  forty  pounds  each  as  an  individual  share  of  th6 
expense,  it  became  requisite  that  some  means  should 
be  adopted  to  finish  the  building;  and,  as  the  price 
of  wheat  had,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  settlers, 
been  for  this  season  continued  at  ten  shillings  per 
bushel,  it  was  thought  proper  to  raise  a  sum  for  the 
purpose,  by  each  leaving  with  the  commissary  six^ 
pence,  for  every  bushel  of  wheat  taken  to  the  store. 
This  would  undoubtedly  be  the  least  felt,  and  was 
intended  to  cease  when  a  sum  sufficient  was  col- 
lected. 

There  being  now  only  five  month's  provision  iu 
the  store  at  a  full  allo\vance,  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary to  issue  only  two  thirds  of  the  regular  ration ; 
and  this  deduction  was  to  commence  on  the  first  of 
February.  A  small  addition  was  made  to  that  al- 
ready in  stoie,  by  seventy  casks  of  salt  provisions  the 
master  of  the  Minerva  had  for  sale. 

The  Francis  and  the  Norfolk  brought  round  each 
a  cargo  oF  timber  and  plank  for  a  vessel  building  at 
Sydney,  and  other  purposes. 

On  the  first  of  February  the  al-teration  in  the  ra- 
tion took  place.  Col.  Paterson  brought  out  with  him 
an  arrangement   of  the   niilitary  ration,   which,  as 
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directed  by  his  Majesty's  regulation,  consisted  of  the 
following  daily  allowance  for  each  man : 

Flour  or  bread, 

Beef,  or  Pork, 

Pease, 

Butter,  or  Cheese, 

Rice,  -  -  -  - 
When  the  rice  and  pease  could  not  be  issued,  1|-  lb. 
of  bread  or  flour,  and  1  j  lb.  of  beef,  or  10  oz.  of 
pork,  make  a  complete  ration.  The  quantity  of  salt 
provisions  at  this  time  in  store,  not  being  able  to 
suffer  an  exemption  of  the  regiment  from  a  reduction, 
they  were  informed  that,  till  the  store  could  afford  to 
victual  them  agreeable  to  that  regulation,  they  \a  ould 
receive  the  same  as  the  civil  department;  but  that 
no  stoppages  from  their  pay  would  take  place  on  that 
account. 

One  of  these  people,  a  well-disposed  young  man, 
fell  a  victim  to  an  attachment  he  had  formed  with  a 
most  infamous  woman;  who,  after  plundering  him 
of  every  thing  he  possessed,  turned  him  out  of  her 
house,  to  make  room  for  another.  This  treatment, 
though  only  what  he  might  rationally  have  expected, 
he  could  not  survive;  and,  placing  the  muzzle  of  his 
gun  under  his  chin,  drew  the  trigger  with  his  foot, 
and,  the  contents  going  through  his  neck,  he  instantly 
expired.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  from  similar 
causes,  may  be  deduced  tlie  arrival  of  at  least  one, 
half  of  the  male  convicts,  which  shews  the  high  im- 
portance of  young  men  avoiding  those  connections 
50  replete  with  evil 
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The  Betsey  whaler  arrived  on  the  1 3th,  from  the 
^Vest  coast  of  America  with  350  barrels  of  oil.  She 
was  very  leak}',  and  ^vantcd  much  repair.  At  the 
same  time  the  Hunter  bark  came  from  Calcutta,  Mith 
a  cargo  on  speculation;  and  the  next  day  a  Spanish 
brig  captured  by  the  whalers. 

On  the  1 6th  arrived  the  Friendship  transport  from 
Ireland  with  convicts ;  last  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where  the  Buftalo  was  embarking  cattle  for 
the  settlement.  The  convicts  arrived  in  very  good 
health,  though  they  had  been  rather  sickly  previous 
to  her  reaching  the  Cape. 

The  generality  of  the  convicts  sent  by  this  ship 
and  the  Minerva  were  but  ill  calculated  to  be  of  any 
advantage  to  the  settlement,  as  little  addition  could 
be  made  by  them  to  the  strength  of  the  labouring 
gangs.  Many  of  them  were  bred  up  in  genteel  habits, 
and  others  to  light  professions,  and  of  course  unac- 
customed to  hard  labour.  These  must  become  a 
drain  on  the  store;  for,  notwithstanding  the  desta- 
tion  for  the  crimes  many  of  them  ^\eYe  transported 
for,  yet  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Governor,  con- 
sistent with  his  well-known  feeling  humanity,  to  send 
a  Physician,  the  once  Sheriff  of  a  county,  a  Catholic 
priest,  or  a  Protestant  clergyman  and  family,  to  the 
brick-carts,  brick-fields,  grubbing  hoe,  or  the  timber 
carriage.  The  lower  classes  of  convicts  in  these 
cargoes  were  mostly  old  men,  lit  only  for  hut- keepers 
to  remain  at  home  and  prevent  robbery,  w  hile  the 
othev  inhabitants  of  the  hut  were  at  labour;  thus 
making  good  the  old  proverb,  "  set  a  thief  to  catch 
a  thief." 
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A  quantity  of  clothing  being  received  by  these 
ships,  and  as  no  bedding  had  been  sent,  the  Gover- 
nor bought  a  thousand  bed  rugs,  manufactured  in 
some  of  the  Spanish  settlements  on  the  coast  of 
America,  and  were  on  board  the  last  prize.  One 
of  these,  with  a  complete  suit  of  clothing,  were 
issued  to  each  of  the  convicts. 

Many  of  tlie  settlers  declining  to  come  forward 
and  assist  with  the  small  assessment  of  sixpence  per 
bushel  on  wheat,  which  was  intended  to  be  taken  to- 
ward the  completion  of  the  gaol,  it  was  nov^-  thought 
requisite  to  adopt  some  other  measure;  and,  as  any 
article  of  luxury  Mas  conceived  to  be  a  titter  subject 
than  any  other  for  taxation,  an  order  was  issued, 
directing,  that  "  on  a  permit  being  applied  for  to 
land  spirits,  wine,  beer,  or  other  strong  drink  from 
ships  having  those  articles  for  sale,"  the  person  wish- 
ing for  it  must  make  application  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  carry  on  the  building  of 
the  <iiio\,  and  security  was  to  be  inven  them  for  the 
payment  of  Is.  per  gallon  on  the  purchase  of  spirits, 
6d.  per  gallon  on  the  purchase  of  wine,  and  3d.  per 
gallon  on  the  purcliase  of  porter  or  strong  beer : 
these  sums,  should  the  oermits  be  granted,  which 
rested  on  the  character  of  the  person,  were  to  be 
paid  to  the  committee,  and  appropriated  to  the 
above  purpose. 

Since  the  last  arrivals  from  Ireland,  a  number  of 
suspicious  pei'sons  were  continually  strolling  about 
Sydney  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  several  boats  had 
been  taken  a\Aay,  and  property  to  a  serious  amount 
stolen  out  of  houses ;  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  these 
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practices,  the  centinels  were  directed  not  to  sufter 
any  person,  the  civil  and  niilitai^y  officers  of  the 
settlement  excepted,  to  pass  after  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  without  giving  the  counter-sign ;  on  failure  of 
V  hich  the  centinel  was  to  detain  them  until  the  relief 
came  round ;  when,  if  the  corporal  should  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  account  they  gave,  they  were  to 
be  taken  to  the  guard-house,  and  detained  till  en- 
larged by  the  magistrates.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
constables  were  directed  to  be  strict  in  their  rounds, 
and  apprehend  all  improper  or  suspicioas  persons 
they  might  meet  in  the  town  during  the  night. 

In  a  few  days  after  issuing  this  order,  several  of 
the  Irish  prisoners  assembled  at  a  house,  and  making 
more  noise  than  proper  during  the  night,  ^\ere  taken 
up,  and  lodged  in  the  gaol  till  the  morning;  when 
they  were  set  at  liberty  uith  strong  assurances  of 
being  punished  if  again  taken  up. 

A  new  powder  magazine  was  now  began,  the  for- 
mer being  at  too  great  distance  from  the  })rincipal 
battery,  and  in  a  dangerously  insecure  situation. 
The  foimdation  of  the  new  one  was  duij  in  a  better 
spot,  and  where  it  could  be  jiroperly  secured ;  wliich 
j)recaution  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  turbulent 
conduct  of  those  convicts  from  Ireland. 

The  Reliance  being  so  \\  orn  out,  as  to  be  no  longer 
capable  of  doing  any  service  to  the  colony,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  give  her  those  repairs  which  would 
enable  her  to  reach  England.  She  was  therefore 
fitted  for  sea,  and  sailed  on  the  3d  of  IMarch  on  her 
homeward-bound  voyage. 

The  IMartha  returned  from  the  Southward  on  the 
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6th  of  March,  with  a  cargo  of  oil  and  seal  skins. 
As  the  Nautilus  had  left  some  of  her  people  on  Cape 
Barren  Island,  they  informed  the  master  of  the 
IMartha,  that  the  best  time  for  seals  among  thos^ 
islands  was  from  November  till  May. 

IMany  of  the  Irish  convicts  lately  arrived  Mere 
now  afflicted  with  a  dysenteric  complaint,  and  seve- 
ral died. 

It  has  already  been  seen  how  little  good  could  be 
effected  by  grantinii  indulgence  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  now  another  instance  occurred  from  a 
class  of  people  who  it  could  hardly  have  been  expec- 
ted from.  The  settlers  on  the  banks  of  George's 
river  had  served  in  the  marine  detachment,  and  after* 
wards  in  the  New  South  Wales'  corps.  By  entreaties 
they  prevailed  on  the  governor  to  grant  them  some 
live  stock;  his  Excellency  furnished  each  i-^ith  a  ewe 
sheep,  which  they  were  no  sooner  possessed  of  than 
they  sold.  This  reaching  the  Governor,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  seized,  and  returned  to  the  Hock  of  go- 
vernment. 

Accounts  of  an  alarming;  nature  to\vard  the  latter 
end  of  the  month  arrived  from  George's  river  and 
the  Hawkt:sbury.  The  weather  had,  for  up^vards 
of  twenty  days,  been  very  wet,  which  was  unfor- 
tunate, as  the  maize  was  now  ripe,  the  m  ind  blew  a 
heavy  gale,  accompanied  w  ith  so  much  vain  that  the 
river  liavi^kesbury,  and  all  the  creeks,  rose  beyond 
their  banks,  laying  the  flat  country  under  water.  The 
consequent  damage  foUou  cd  the  desolation  which  this 
flood  spread  over  the  cultivated  grounds,  and  some 
lives  were  lost,  though  considering  the  extent  of  the 
flood  they  were  few.  5 
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The  prospect  of  a  fine  maize  harvest  was  now  at 
an  end,  and  work  of  every  kind  was  suspended,  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  the  ground  for  a  second 
crop  of  wheat.  The  settleinent  had  not  3'et  become 
so  firmly  established  as  to  be  enabled  to  withstand 
such  a  succession  of  ill-fortune  without  some  assist- 
ance from  the  mother  country.  Plad  the  settlers 
been  more  industrious,  they  must  in  some  degree 
have  been  prepared  for  accidents  of  this  nature; 
and  it  was  to  be  lamented,  that,  when  they  were 
established  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  attention 
had  not  been  paid  to  tlie  evident  signs  of  the  floods 
which  the  river  appeared  liable  to,  had  the  dwellings 
been,  built  on  higher  ground,  the  inundations  which 
had  occurred  could  have  done  no  injury.  The 
late  overflows  had  been  such  as  exceeded  in  horror 
and  destruction  every  thing  that  could  be  imagined. 

To  prepfire  with  every  expedition  the  ground  for 
wheat,  all  persons  were  called  on  to  give  assistance: 
and,  as  a  number  of  idle  persons  were  wandering, 
about  the  colony,  who  refused  to  labour  unless  paid 
exorbitant  wages,  these  were  again  directed  to  be  taken 
up,  and,  if  found  to  prefer  living  by  extortion  or 
robbery,  to  working  at  a  reasonable  rate,  they  uere 
to  be  made  labour  for  the  public. 

The  Vl'alker  went  on  the  fishery;  and  the  IMartha 
Snow  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  M'ith  some  articles 
for  sale,  the  property  of  her  qwners  during  the  latter 
part  of  this  month. 

On  the  first  day  of  April,  the  criminal  court  of 
judicature  met  for  the  trial  of  offenders.  Robberies 
had  been  very  frequent,  on  household  propefty  as 
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well  as  live  stock.  Two  men  were  convicted  of 
robbery,  and  Mary  Graham  of  forgery.  Several 
were  sentenced  to  ha^'e  corporal  punishment,  and 
others  were  ordered  to  be  transported  to  Norfolk 
Island.  The  Governor  pardoned  the  woman  and  one 
of  the  men  leaving  the  other  to  his  fate,  and  appoint- 
ed the  day  for  his  execution ;  but  the  officers  solicit- 
ing that  his  life  might  be  spared,  the  Governor  con^ 
sented,  directing  that  both  the  prisoners,  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  pardon  to  be  granted  them,  should 
be  taken  to  the  place  of  execution  with  their  coffins, 
and  every  appearance  observed  that  could  give  so- 
lemnity to  the  scene,  and  impress  on  the  minds  of 
the  spectators  a  proper  aAve.  These  directions  be- 
ing complied  with,  and  the  ropes  put  about  their 
necks,  the  provost  marshal  produced  the  pardon,  and 
read  it.  One  appeared  much  affected;  but  the 
other  declared,  that  he  was  never  in  his  life  so  well 
prepared,  and  indeed  he  seemed  hardly  to  desire  a 
procrastination  of  death. 

On  the  1 4th  the  Hunter  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island, 
and  on  the  16th  the  Speedy  whaler  arrived  from 
England,  \Aitli  fifty  female  convicts;  and  eight  hunr 
tired  and  thirty-two  casks  of  salt  provisions,  M'hich 
enabled  the  Governor  again  to  issue  a  full  ration. 

In  this  ship  arrived  Capt.  Philip  Gidley  King,  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  Norfolk  Island. 

In  the  evening  of  the  sanie  day,  the  Buffalo  ar- 
rived from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  having  on  board 
eighty-iive  cows  and  twenty  breeding  mares.  This 
voyage  was  performed  in  seven  months,  the  Buffalo 
having  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  on  the  J 5th  of  last 
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September.  She  made  her  passage  there  in  three 
months,  arriving  in  Table  Bay  on  the  1 6th  of  De- 
cember. 

The  quantity  of  spirits  at  this  time  in  the  colony 
occasioned  much  intoxication  and  irregularity.  The 
settlers  at  the  Hawkesbury,  lost  to  their  own  interest, 
neglected  sowing  their  ground:?":  a  circumstance 
which,  but  for  the  interference  of  the  Governor, 
would  have  ended  in  their  ruin.  On  hearing  their 
situation,  he  forbade  the  sending  more  spirits  to  that  , 
profligate  district  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  re- 
tailing what  had  been  already  sent,  under  pain  of 
the  offenders  being  prosecuted  for  disobedience  of 
orders. 

The  Governor  in  the  beginning  of  May  received 
information  from  the  officers,  that  they  had  some 
grounds  for  suspecting,  that  the  convicts  from  Ireland 
had  brought  with  them  the  principles  which  occa- 
sioned their  being  sent  from  that  kingdom,  and  were 
holding  seditious  correspondences,  and  unlawful 
meetings ;  to  discover  whether  there  was  any  foun- 
dation for  this,  he  called  in  the  assistance  of  Lieut. 
Governor  King,  Colonel  Paterson,  Major  Foveaux, 
and  the  magistrates;  when  it  was  determined  to 
make  a  general  search  among  the  persons  suspected 
in  all  parts  of  the  colony  at  the  same  time,  and  to 
secure,  and  seal  up  their  papers. 

This  examination  took  place  on  the  16'th;  but 
nothing  was  discovered  that  could  furnish  the  smallest 
evidence  of  the  imputed  crimes. 

The  next  day  a  convict,  who  had  with  great  ear- 
nestness propagated  a  report  that  many  pikes  liad 
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been  secretly  made,  and,  to  prevent  detection,  they 
had  been  sunk  in  a  well-known  part  of  the  harbour; 
this  fellow  on  being  examined  by  the  magistrates, 
confessed  he  knew  nothing  of  what  lie  had  asserted, 
and  said  he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time.  For  this 
he  was  severely  punished,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  he 
had  not  chose  to  suft'er  rather  than  make  known  his 
confederates;  ihus  pcihaps  iuiagined  he  proved  his 
innocence  to  his  accusers,  and  his  truth  to  his  rebel 
companions. 

The  secresy  with  which  this  business  was  conduc- 
ted prevented  the  magistrates  from  making  any  dis- 
covery, and  of  course  they  succeeded  in  no  degree 
on  an  examination  of  Harold,  the  before-mentioned 
Catholic  priest,  as  being  a  party  in  seditious  con- 
versations; for  iTOthing  appeared  to  criminate  him, 
though,  the  fact  was  universally  credited.  The  Go- 
vernor judged  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  these 
conjectures,  to  extract  the  heads  of*  several  acts 
against  seditious  correspondence  or  unlawful  as- 
semblies of  the  people,  and  altering  them  so  as  to 
suit  the  settlement,  published  them  as  a  proclama- 
tion, that  none  might  plead  ignorance  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  laws.  This  beside  being  made  public 
in  the  usual  manner,  was  read  on  Sunday  the  24th, 
in  church,  after  the  {performance  of  divine  service. 

The  Friendship  having  sailed  early  in  the  month 
for  Bengal,  that  opportunity  was  taken  of  sending 
dispatches  to  England,  and  to  the  Governor  of  India; 
who,  by  the  Hunter,  had  sent  a  letter  to  the  Gover- 
nor, inclosing  a  list  of  persons  fi'om  New  South 
Wales  who  were  then  resident  in  Calcutta,  and  "  de- 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  S97 

siring  to  be  informed  whether  any  of  them  had  left  the 
territory  without  having  previously  obtained  permis- 
sion for  that  purpose,  or  served  the  regular  term  of 
their  transportation;  in  which  latter  case  it  was  the 
intention  of  that  government  to  return  them  to  the 
colony  by  the  first  opportunity."  On  comparing  the 
list  with  the  books,  there  were  found  none  of  thi;^ 
description,  and  all  were  accounted  for,  except  two 
or  three  whose  names  did  not  appear  on  the  books; 
of  course,  if  they  had  once  been  on  them,  their 
owners  must  now  have  used  others.  The  number 
of  persons  that  appeared  at  Calcutta  was  not  more 
"than  fifteen ;  small  however  as  that  number  was,  the 
fear  that  such  worthless  characters  should  find  their 
way  into  that  government  was  strongly  expressed. 
Indeed  there  was  no  community,  but  would  view 
with  horror  the  possibility  of  such  persons  mixing 
with  them. 

At  the  same  time  information  transpired  that  some 
proposition  had  been  made,  and  a  correspondence 
entered  into  between  the  secretary  of  the  Bengal 
government  and  the  gentlemen  employed  as  the  pri- 
vate agent  of  the  officers,  respecting  sending  Indian 
convicts  to  New  South  Wales.  This  was  a  measure, 
though  open  to  no  objection,  it  must  of  course  be 
submitted  to  government,  before  adopted,  so  the  cor- 
respondence which  had  passed  on  this  occasion  was 
sent  home.  The  proposition  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal  was  to  victual  and  maintain  their 
convicts  for  one  year  after  landing;  when  they^were 
to  be  supported  by  the  settlement.  Asa  description 
of  people  like  these  might  be  most  usefully  employed, 
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and  would  probably  be  more  manageable  than  those 
convicts  from  England  and  Ireland,  it  was  hoped  the 
plan  rniLiht  meet  'i'vith  approbation. 

As  many  favourable  ideas  of  the  settlement  had 
reached  India;  by  the  same  conveyance  three  persons 
of  respectability  wrote  to  the  Governor,  stating  their 
desire  of  embarking  their  families  and  property,  and 
becoming  settlers;  but  requiring  a  ship  to  be  sent 
for  the  purpose  of  fetching  them,  and  on  Iheir  arrival 
to  be  gi  anted  the  services  of  a  certain  number  of 
convicts  for  some  space  of  time,  and  a  quantity  of 
live  stock  at  the  expense  of  the  crown,  his  excellency 
knowing  m  ell  the  advantages  the  colony  must  derive 
from  such  persons  residing  in  the  country  resolved 
on  taking  the  first  opportunity  to  send  their  proposals 
to  England. 

To  depress  the  encouragement  given  to  the  va- 
grants infesting  the  country;  it  was  ordered  that  any 
one  wishing  to  travel  from  one  part  to  the  other, 
should  apply  for  a  pass,  in  which  his  business 
■was  to  be  inserted;  and  all  found  without  this  were 
to  be  taken  before  a  magistrate  to  answer  for  a  wil- 
ful disobedience  of  orders  and  regulations. 

Several  applications  being  made  to  get  fresh  pork 
received  into  the  stores,  the  Commissary  was  directed 
to  comj)ly  with  the  requests;  but  as  there  was  every 
reason  to  imagine  that  the  compliance  would  be 
attended  ^^ith  the  destruction  of  breeding  and 
young  sows,  it  was  ordered,  that  any  person  who 
should  be  known  to  offer  meat  of  that  description 
to  the  store,  that  it  should  not  only  be  refused  to 
be  received ;  but  the  owner  was  also  to  be  informed 
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against,  as  being  in  that  case  no  longer  deserving 
any  encouragement  or  indulgence  from  the  govern- 
ment he  thus  offended. 

On  the  26th  of  j\Iay  the  criminal  couit  was  as- 
sembled, at  which  six  persons  were  capitally  con- 
victed, two  of  whom  were  for  sheep-stealing,  and 
ordered  for  execution;  the  others  received  pardons 
on  being  transported  for  life  to  Norfolk  Island. 

The  month  of  June  opened  with  the  execution  of 
one  of  the  prisoners  for  sheep-stealing.  \\  ho  suffered 
on  the  2d,  and  his  companion  on  the  Sth.  At  the 
moment  of  execution  he  gave  information  of  a  gang 
of  villains  he  had  long  been  connected  with. 

On  the  8th  the  Hunter  returned  from  Nor- 
folk Island,  and  was  directly  re-chartered  10  take 
there  an  officer  and  some  soldiers,  some  convicts  and 
stores. 

The  Belle  Sauvage,  an  American  ship  from 
Rhode  Island,  which  anchored  in  Neutral  Bay,  to 
refit,  and  sailed  on  the  15th. 

Robberies  and  sheep-stealing  increasing  as  if  in 
defiance  of  convictions  and  executions,  it  was  iliought 
necessary  to  pursue  some  steps  to  overcome  tliis 
evil;  and  to  effect  which  a  proclamation  was  read 
in  church  on  Sunday  the  15th,  previous  to  issuing  a 
process  of  outlawry  against  these  public  depreda- 
tors, whom  all  persons  were  commanded  to  assist  in 
securing. 

The  effect  of  which  proclamation  was,  that  three 
men  were  taken  up,  and,  being  tried  and  found  guilty 
of  sheep-steahng,  received  that  sentence  of  death 
^hey  so  justly  merited, 
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The  Hunter  sailed  on  the  29th  for  Norfolk  Island, 
having  on  board  Major  Foveaux  of  the  New  South 
"Wales  corps,  who  was  proceeding  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  that  settlement.  At  the  same  time  those 
prisoners  under  sentence  of  ti'ansportation  were  sent, 
and  some  soldiers,  to  the  detachment  of  the  regiment 
there. 

The  officers  appointed  for  supei  intending  the 
erection  of  the  public  gaol  at  Sydney,  informed  the 
Governor,  that  several  persons  had  not  only  neg- 
lected, but  even  resisted-  the  payment  of  the  assess- 
ments ordered  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  build- 
in^i;;  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  ordered,  that 
they  should  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  persons 
directed  to  collect  them  immediately,  or,  in  case  of 
a  further  refusal,  such  steps  as  necessary  would  in- 
stantly be  put  in  force. 

The  prisoners  left  for  execution  last  month  suf- 
fered death  two  at  Sydney,  on  the  3d  of  this  m^onth, 
July,  1800,  and  the  third  at  Paramatta  on  the  5th. 

A  muster  being  made  during  this  month,  of  the 
inhabitants,  attended  by  Lieiit.  Governor  King,  and 
other  officers  of  the  settlement,  for  the  purpose  of- 
transmitting  to  England,  the  Buffalo,  dropped  down 
the  harbour,  to  prepare  for  her  voyage;  it  not  being 
possible,  without  infficting  punishment,  to  keep  the 
people  to  their  duty  on  board,  wlule  lying  even  near 
that  newly-formed  seat  of  temptation,  Sydney. 

Several  gentlemen  now  prepared  for  their  return 
to  England,  the  Governor  having  granted  permission 
for  that  purpose;  in  consequence  of  which,  much 
live  stock  was  sold,  and  an  addition  made  to  that  of 
the  crown  by  the  purchase  of  the  large  cattle. 
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The  IMartha,  which  had  been  sent  to  Hunter  river 
for  coals  on  her  return,  anchored  during  bad  wea- 
ther in  the  North  of  the  harbour,  and  was,  by  the 
parting  of  her  cable,  driven  on  a  reef  of  rocks,  where 
her  bottom  was  beat  out;  but  by  the  assistance  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Buffalo,  she  was  got  ofi\ 
and,  being  floated  with  casks,  was  brought  to  Sydney, 
and  on  examination  her  damages  were  found  not  to 
be  so  serious  as  expected. 

The  master  stated  that  he  had  not  been  absolutely 
in  the  river,  but  in  an  inlet,  five  leagues  Southward 
of  the  river,  which  had  a  small  island  at  its  entrance. 
He  was  conducted  by  the  natives  to  a  spot  not  far 
from  the  mouth,  where  he  found  abundance  of  coal. 

Certificates  were  granted  this  month  to  many  who 
had  been  their  terms  of  transportation.  To  con^^ 
centrate  the  strength  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps 
(which  now  became  requisite  from  the  turbulence  of  the 
Irish  prisoners),  the  presence  of  an  officer  was  thought 
necessary  at  the  Hav/kesbury.  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
deputy  surveyor,  was  in  consequence  appointed  to 
take  on  him  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  the  beginning  of  August,  the  Albion  M-haler 
went  into  Broken  Bay,  and  completed  her  wood  and 
water.  She  had  obtained  600  barrels  of  oil;  but 
owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather,  had  not  secured 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whales  they  killed. 
The  number  of  these  fish  v.hich  they  gav/  was  re^ 
ported  to  be  immense, 

A  most  daring  attempt  was  made,  at  three  o'clock 
one  afternoon,  to  laud  without  a  permit  ^016  gallons 
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of  wine  and  spirits,  wbicli  of  course  were  taken  pos- 
session of  at  the  wharf  by  the  centinel. 

In  absokite  defiance  of  the  repealed  orders  issued 
to  enforce  a  decent  attendance  at  divine  service  on 
Sunday,  that  day  was  still  marked  by  nearly  a  total 
neglect  of  its  duties.  Another  order  was  now  given 
on  the  25th,  again  pointing  out  the  duties  of  the 
superintendants,  constables,  and  overseers,  as  far  as 
respected  this  particular  needful  attention,  and  at 
the  same  time  assurinjr  them  that  a  further  neglect 
on  their  parts,  should  be  noticed  by  their  dismission 
from  their  situations;  thus,  as  their  interest  was 
made  concerned,  there  could  be  much  less  doubt  of 
their  attending  to  this  last  order,  more  than  to  those 
which  before  left  it  that  scarce  article  in  tliis  country, 
principal. 

Intelligence  was  at  this  thne  brought  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  death  of  Wilson  *.  He  had  passed  the 
major  part  of  his  life  while  in  this  country  in  the 
woods  with  the  natives,  and  was,  as  mentioned  be- 
fore, very  strongly  suspected  of  instructing  them 
where  they  could  injure  the  settlers  with  efiect  and 
siifety  to  themselves.  However,  on  a  proclamation 
f?om  the  Governor,  he  surrendered  himself,  and 
promised  to  amend,  and  as  nothing  but  a  determined 
love  of  idleness  could  be  proved  against  him,  he 
was  forgiven;  and  supplied  with  a  musket  and  am- 
jnunition,  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  those 
who  made  excursions  into  the  woods,  and  at  other 
times  he  went  to  shoot  kangaroos  and  birds.     The 

*VulcPage  138,  &c. 
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first  bird  of  paradise  ever  seen  in  this  countr}^  was 
shot  by  him ;  it  was  his  usual  custom  to  Uve^on  the 
flesh  of  those  birds  he  killed,  bringing;  with  him  their 
skins. 

Over  the  wood  natives  he  had  so  great  an  in* 
fluence  as  to  enable  him  to  persuade  them  that  he 
had  himself  been  a  black  man,  and  carried  the  joke 
on  so  far  as  absolutely  to  point  out  an  old  woman  as 
his  mother,  who  poor  soul  was  weak  and  credulous 
enough  to  own  the  rascal  as  her  son.  These  natives 
vvho  inhabit  the  woods  are  certainly  not  so  keen  as 
those  who  live  upon  the  coast.  The  essential  dif- 
ference may  be  accounted  for  by  their  manner  of 
living,  as  undoubtedly  society  contributes  much  to 
the  exercise  and  enlargement  of  the  mental  faculties. 
Wilson  presumed  upon  their  mental  inabihty;  and, 
having  imposed  himself  on  them  as  their  country- 
man, and  inspired  them  with  both  fear  and  respect 
of  his  superior  powers,  he  indulged  himself  in  taking 
libertine  liberties  with  their  young  females.  Defi- 
cient as  these  poor  savages  were  in  reasoning  facul- 
ties, he  found  to  his  cost  they  were  susceptible  of 
wrongs;  for,  having  appropriated  against  her  incli- 
nations a  female  to  his  own  accommodation,  her 
friends  took  an  opportunity,  when  he  could  not  de- 
fend himself,  to  drive  a  spear  through  his  body,  and 
thus  ended  his  career,  and  left  them  to  expect  his 
return  at  some  futuie  period  in  the  shape  of  another 
white  man.  ' 

It  may  be  remembered  in  the  former  part  of  this 
wi)rk,  that  the  natives  of  Port  Stephens,  entertained 
a  similar  idea,  when  four  white  men  had  been  throwa 
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among  them  Wilson  having  heard  this  circum- 
stance, availed  himself  of  it  in  his  visitations  with 
the  wood  natives. 

Some  very  serious  rumours  were  circulated  early 
in  September,  respecting  the  prisoners  lately  sent 
from  Ireland  for  sedition,  and  being  concerned  in 
the  late  rebellion.  It  Mas  asserted  that  they  had 
formed  a  plan  for  gaining  possession  of  the  colony, 
that  many  pikes  were  in  great  forwardness;  these 
reports  caused  the  Governor  to  nominate  a  com- 
mittee of  officers  to  examine  all  suspected  persons, 
and  endeavour  to  ascertain  if  any  such  design 
existed. 

In  the  routine  of  their  inquiries,  they  found  occa- 
sion to  imprison  Harold  the  Catholic  priest,  who 
both  from  his  language  and  behaviour,  was  suspected 
of  being  concerned  in  the  intended  attack  on  the 
Government.  He  confessed  the  reports'  were 
founded  in  truth,  and  undertook  to  discover  the  wea- 
pons concealed,  of  which  it  had  been  said  several 
hundreds  were  made.  He  implicated  several  of  his 
countrymen,  and  they  on  being  questioned,  accused 
several  others;  indeed,  from  what  transpired  on  the 
examination,  the  committee  thought  them  all  de- 
serving of  punishment;  Harold  however  was  unable 
to  fulfil  his  promise  of  producing  the  pikes.  He  first 
said  they  were  buried  in  the  ground  of  a  setder,  but 
on  searching  every  part  of  it,  no  pikes  could  be 
found.  He  then  said  they  were  sunk  in  the  harbour; 
but  here  neither  could  they  be  discovered.  Thus 
failin<T  he  tryed  to  persuade  an  Irishman,  to  make  a 
few  to  produce  in  support  of  his  assertion ;  but  the 
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man  unfortunately  for  him  had  been  transported  for 
having  ah-eady  been  a  dealer  in  those  articles,  and 
declared  he  would  not  involve  himself  a  second  time  on 
their  account.  He  however  did  at  length  find  a  man 
to  make  something  like  one,  from  a  large  old  hinge, 
this  bore  too  strongly  the  marks  of  imposition  to 
gain  any  credit.  There  was  evidently  a  determina- 
tion to  create  an  alarm ;  Harold  declaring  that  he 
only,  as  their  priest,  was  able  to  come  at  the  facts, 
was  thought  to  be  aiming  at  making  himself  of  con- 
sequence in  the  new  intended-government.  He  had 
some  time  since  applied  to  the  Governor  for  liberty 
to  act  as  their  priest,  and  most  undoubtedly  had  he 
been  well-afFected  to  the  governmept,  he  might  have 
been  of  use  to  the  colony  in  that  office. 

In  consequence  of  these  circumstances,  and  to 
counteract  their  effects,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
were  formed  into  two  volunteer  associations  of  fifty 
men  each,  and  called  the  Sydney  and  Paramatta  Loyal 
Associated  Corps,  each  commanded  by  a  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  and  a  proper  number  of  non-com- 
missioned officers.  They  were  supplied  with  arms 
and  ammunition  from  the  stores,  and  were  instructed 
in  the  use  of  them  by  the  Serjeants  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps. 

Coal  having  been  found  on  the  banks  of  George's 
river,  the  governor  visited  the  place,  and  on  examin- 
ation discovered  the  existence  of  that  fossil,  of  which, 
a  vein  was  about  the  same  time  found  on  the  west* 
side  of  Garden  Island  cove. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  the  John  Jay,  an 
American  ship,  anived  from  Rhode  Island,  bound 
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to  Ciiina.  She  had  on  board  for  sale,  a  quantity  of 
salt  beef  and  pork,  which  was  bought  by  govern- 
ment, at  seven-pence  three  farthings  per  pound,  for 
the  purpose  of  issuing  to  those  people  oif  the  stoics, 
at  the  same  price. 

The  Buffalo  was  now  ready  for  sea,  and  as  the 
governor  had  resolved  to  return  in  that  ship  to  Eng- 
land, and  had  arranged  all  affairs,  relative  to  the 
settlement,  and  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Norfolk 
Island  being  on  the  spot,  he  left  the  direction  of  the 
colony  to  him,  and  embarked  on  Sunday  the  28th  of 
September,  1800,  previously  re  vie  wing  the  New  South 
Wales  corps,  of  whom  his  Excellency  took  leave  by 
issuing  the  following  order: 

"  The  governor,  having  this  day  reviewed  that 
part  of  his  JMajesty's  New  South  Wales  corps  doing 
duty  at  Sydney,  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing the  satisfaction  he  has  received  from  their 
very  handsome  and  military  appearance,  which  does 
so  much  honour  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Paterson, 
and  the  commissioned  oflicers  under  his  command. 
The  cxpertness  with  which  the  various  military  mo- 
tions were  performed  is  highly  to  the  credit  of  the 
whole  body,  and  in  wliich  tiie  non-commissioned 
oflicers  have  a  very  distinguished  share.  The  go- 
vernor cannot  lose  the  present  opportunity  (as  it 
may  possibly  be  the  last)  of  assuring  the  troops  ge- 
nerally, that  the  confidence  which  lie  has  long  re- 
posed in  their  promptitude  upon  every  occasion  that 
might  require  their  particular  exertion,  has  ever  in- 
clined liim  to  consider  with  contempt  the  threatnings 
said  to  have  been  held  out  by  a  number  of  diseou- 
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tented  and  misled  people :  \vell  satisfied  that  the 
active  assistance  of  the  New  South  Vv^ales  corps^ 
added  to  those  precautions  and  exertions  which  have, 
and,  he  trusts,  will  continue  to  distinguish  the  civil 
power,  will  ever  be  found  a  complete  security  for 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  settlement,  and  of 
His  Majesty's  government  in  this  remote  part  of  tlie 
British  dominions. 

His  Excellency's  embarkation  was  attended  with 
every  mark  of  respect  and  regret.  The  road  to  the 
M'harf  was  lined  with  troops,  and  he  M-as  accom- 
panied by  the  officers  of  the  civil  and  military  de- 
partments with  a  concourse  of  inhabitants;  M-ho 
shewed  by  their  deportment  the  high  sense  they  en- 
tertained of  the  regard  he  had  ever  paid  to  their 
interests,  and  the  justice  and  humanity  of  his  govern- 
nient. 

When  governor  Hunter  departed  from  the  colony, 
he  left  the  followinss;  live-stock  and  ";round  in  culliva- 
tion ; 

LIVE  STOCK. 

^0  Horses,  U3  Marcs,  332  Bulls  and  Oxen,  712  Cows,  4017 
Hogs,  2031  Male,  and  4093  Female  Sheep,  with  725  I^Iulc, 
and  1455  Female  Goats, 

LAND  IN  CULTIVATION. 

i665  Acres  of  Wheat,  2930  Acres  of  Maize,  and  82  Acres  of 
Barley,  exclusive  of  garden  ground,  with  Potatoes  and  other 
Vegetables, 

The  land  in  cultivation  this  year,  was  considerably 
less  than  the  pregeding,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
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creased  poverty  of  the  settlers,  which  arose  not  only 
from  their  own  imprudence,  but  the  very  price  which 
arose  not  only  from  their  own  imprudence,  but  the 
very  high  price  which  every  thing  cost  they  had  oc- 
casion to  buy,  as  well  as  the  great  wages  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  for  labour. 

To  amend  the  latter  inconvenience,  it  was  only 
requisite  to  wait  an  increase  of  the  numbers  in  the 
colony,  when  the  price  of  labour  would  find  its  pro- 
per level,  and  the  high  demands  made  for  articles 
Avanted,  the  government  of  the  mother  country,  was 
now  kindly  taking  means  to  overcome,  by  sending 
them  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  retailed  to  the 
settlers  at  a  moderate  rate,  and  thus  by  an  ample 
supply,  prevent  the  growing  evil  of  monopoly. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  October,  the  Buffalo  sailed  for 
England,  and  the  Governor  intended  to  touch  at 
Norfolk  Island,  to  learn  from  observation,  the  state 
of  that  settlement,  as  some  of  the  Irish  prisoners, 
suspected  of  laying  plans  of  insurrection,  were  taken 
in  the  Buffalo,  to  be  landed  there.  As  the  last  in- 
formation from  which  place  wore  an  unpromising 
aspect,  the  buildings  were  in  a  state  of  decay,  and 
fe\v  symptoms  of  industry  were  visible.  Of  live 
stock,  only  a  few  hogs  and  a  few  vegetables  were  to 
be  procured.  At  Philip  Island,  on  which  had  been 
fed  a  great  number  of  hogs,  not  one  was  alive,  they 
having,  for  want  of  food  absolutely  destroyed 
each  other.  A  few  acres  of  wheat  were  ready  for 
reaping ;  but  on  the  whole,  Norfolk  Island  did  not 
promise  to  repay  the  expence  it  cost. 

On  board  the  Buflialo  were  taken  two  black-swans, 
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Kent  who  returned  to  England  in  the  Buffalo,  pre- 
vious to  his  departure  he  sold  an  elegant  house  he 
had  built  at  a  great  expense,  which  was  bought  to 
convert  into  an  orphan  school,  and  speedily  inhabited 
by  them. 

How  highly  honourable  it  was  to  the  promoters  of 
so  laudable  an  institution!  for  certainly,  in  no  country 
under  heaven,  could  such  an  establishment  be  more 
wanting,  as  nearly  every  child  might  be  esteemed  aa 
orphan,  for,  generally  speaking,  their  parents  did 
not  deseiTC  the  name  of  fathers  or  motliers  even 
while  alive. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  ground  granted  and  let  on 
lease  by  the  several  goveniQjs,  from  the  date  of  the  tirst, 
the  22d  of  February,  17Q-;2,  to  the  2.5th  Sept.  1800. 


t                              .  ■    ■■ 
Pistricts  where  granted. 

o 

6 
9 

6 

o 

o 

o 
I 

4) 
3 

> 
o 

"3 

3 

o 

O 

i3 
>> 

m 

At 

Paramatta,            .         .         - 

460 

84.5 

100 

741 

Toongabbe,          ... 

— 

420 

160 

4,734 

Sydney,                 ... 

— • 

349 

80 

40 

The  Noitlieni  Farms,   - 

370 

80 

1^5 

150 

The  Ponds, 

660 

200 

20 

80 

Prospect  HilJ,      ... 

810 

275 

_ 

,835 

The  Eastern  Farms,     - 

4j0 

170 

190 

1,516 

The  Field  of  Mars,      - 

590 

905 

760 

1,420 

Mulj^rave- Place, 

— 

2,04a 

2,475 

6,31.'0 

liberty  Plains, 

— 

530 

100 

830 

Concord,     -         -         .         - 

— 

710 

3'25 

140 

York  Plate, 

— 

.^ 

50 

310 

Bn-la-naiE-iii?,     -         -         - 

— 

565 

30 

1,516 

Petersham  Hill, 

— 

2,140 

410 

2,015 

Hunter's  Hill,      -         .         - 

_- 

850 

__ 

74 

Port  Jackson  Harbour, 

— 

390 

140 

195 

Banks  Town,       ... 

— 

_„ 

__ 

3,247 

l)uudas  District, 

— 

_,. 

__ 

700 

Norfolk  Island, 

49 

i'05 

— 

3,^67 

Total  granted  by  eacb. 

3,339 

10,b?''i 

1     4,'jt>j 

1    28,060 

*u 

3  Q 

410 


HISTORY    OF 


The  Districts  in  which  they  were 
Jeastd. 

P>y  Gov.  Philip. 

6 
2 

6 

> 

o 

3 
a 

c 
o 

By  Gov.  Hunter. 

At  the  township  of  Sydney, 

30 

27 

2 

431 
47 
30 
12 
265 

At  Mulgravc  Phice, 
At  Nortblk-Islant", 

Totnl  leased  bv  each. 

30 

27 

2 

.S97f 

The  followins;  is  a  list  of  the  various  vessels  which 
arrived  only  in  the  harbour  of  Port  Jackson,  from 
January  1788  only  to  the  close  of  the  century,  with 
their  namesj  dates  of  arrivals,  from  vihence  they 
came,  and  their  cargoes,  as  mentioned  in  the  course 
of  the  work;  which  now  collectively  brought  toge- 
ther, places  the  country  in  a  respectable  view,  and 
shews  it  capable  of  affording  comfort  and  relief  to 
many  in  need  of  refreshment,  and  a  market  worthy 
attention  for  the  sale  of  nearly  all  cargoes  that  can 
be  sent. 


Names  of  Ships. 

Date  of  Arrival 

Whence. 

Cargo.^ 

His  Majesty's  armed  tender,  ) 
Supply,                                   S 

2.5th  Jan.  1758 

England 

H.  RI.  siiip  Sirius,         ^ 

•2(-th 

— 

Alexander,  transport, 

'2(ith 

— 

Convicts 

Scarborough,                  - 

'26th 

— 

— 

Charlotte,              ^         ^ 

«6th 

— 

~ 

!Ladv  Penrhyn,     -         » 

yetii 

— 

— 

Friendship,            i 

'26  th 

— 

— 

Prince  of  Wales, 

26th 

— 

— 

Fishl)urn,  store-ship,     - 

26th 

— 

. — 

Golden  Grove,                » 

26th 

— 

Provis.  &c. 

Porrowdale,                    S 

26th 

-- 

— 

H.  M.  ship  Sirius,         4 

6th  May  1789 

^  C.  of  G. 
I      Hope, 

— 

J^ady  Jufiana,  transport, 

3d  June  179P     . 

Kn§!r>n(i 

Convii^t* 
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Kaaics  wf  Ships. 


Date  of  Arrival. 


Justinian,  store-ship, 
Surprise,  transport, 
Neptune, 
Scarborough, 
H.  M.  a.  tT  Supply, 
Waaksamhevd,   Dutch  store- 
ship, 
Mary  Ann,  transport,  - 
Matilda, 
Atlantic, 
Salamander, 
William  aad  Ann, 
H.  M.  S.  Gorcrou, 
Active,  transport, 
Queen,         -         .         - 
Albemarle, 
Britannia, 

Admiral  Barrington,     - 
Pitt, 

Atlantic,  store-sliip, 
Britannia, 
Royal  Admiral, 
Philadelphia,  brig,  Am. 
Kitty,  transport, 
Hope,  American, 
Chester.leld,  whaler,     - 
Eellona,  transi)ort. 
Shah  Hormiizear, 
El  Descuviert^,    <  Spa. 
L'  Atrevida,         \  Cor. 
D;edalus,  store-ship, 
Britannia, 

Boddingtons,  transport, 
Sugar-cane, 
Fairy,  American, 
William,  store-ship, 
Arthur 

D&dahis,  store-ship, 
Indispensable, 
Britannia, 
Speedy, 

Halycon,  American, 
Hope,  American, 
Fancy, 

Besolution,  store-ship. 
Salamander, 
Mercury,  American, 
Surprize,  transport. 
Experiment, 
Britannia, 

Endeavour,  store-ship, 
H.  M.  S.  Providence, 
H.  M.  S.  Reliance,  ) 
H.  M.  8.  Supply,     \ 
Young  William,  store-ship, 
Sovereign, 
Arthur,  ; 


20th  June  1790 
|'26t!i 
K8th 
'-'Bth 
19th  Sept. 

17th  Dec. 

9th  July  1791 

1st  August 

^Oth 

'21st 

28th 

21st  Sept. 

26lh 

'idth 

13th  Oct. 

14th  Oct. 

16th 

Mill  Feb.  1792 

20th  June 

26lh  July 

7th  Oct. 

Ist  Nov. 

ISth 

Dec. 

15th  Jan.  1793 
21th  Feb. 

12th  March 

20th  April 

June 

7th  August 

17th  Sept. 

29th  Oct. 

20th  Mar.  179-1. 

10th 

3d  April 

14th  May 

3rd  June 

8th 

Mth 

5th  July 

9th 

10th  Sept. 

11th 

17th  Oct. 

25th 

24th  Dec. 

4th  Mar.  1795 

31  St  May 

2fith  August 

7  th  September 

ith  October 
5ih  November 
1st  Jaa.  1796 


Whence. 


Cargo. 


England 


Ireland 
England 


Bengal 

England 

Philadelphia 
■■   -land 
Rhode  Island 
C.  ofG.  H. 
Kngland 

Manilla 

-V.  W.  C.  of  A. 
C.  of  G.  H. 
Ireland 


Pro  vis.  &c. 
Convicts 


Provisions 


Convicts 


Stores  provi. 
Convicts 


Provisions 

Co.ivicts 

Speculation 

Convicts 

Speculation 

To  repair 

Convicts 

SpechlatioB 

I'o  refresh 

Provis.  &c. 
Cat.  pri.  pro. 
Convicts 


Boston  To  refresh 

England  Provisions 

Bengal  Speculation 

>f.  W.  Am.        Provisions 

England 

Batavia 

England 

Rhode  Island  Speculation 


Bombay 
England 

Rhode  Island 

England 

Bengal 

C.  ofG.  H. 

Bombay 

England 

England 


Bengal 


Provisions 


Convicts 
Speculation 
Stock  for  offi» 
Cattle 

Stores 


Speculatiojj 
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Names  of"  Sliipj. 

Date  of  Arrival. 

1      Whence. 

Cargo. 

Ceres,  store-slup, 

2  Sd  Jail.  1796 

England 

Provisions 

Expeiinient, 

•24th 

Bengal 

Speculation 

Otter,  American, 

24th 

Boston 

'i"o  refresh 

Marq.  Cornwallis,  transport, 

11th  February 

Ireland 

Convicts 

Abigail,  American, 

February 

Rhode  Island 

Speculation 

Assistance, 

17th  March 

Dusky  Bay 

Susan,  American, 

19th  Ai)ril 

Rhode  Island 

Speculation 

Indispensable,  transport. 

30th 

England 

Convicts 

Britannia,  store-ship,     - 

11th  May 

Calcutta 

Provisions 

Grand  Turk,  American, 

23d  August 

Boston 

Speculation 

Prince  of  Wales,  store-ship. 

i'd  November 

England 

— 

S.vlph,        -        -        . 

17th 



— 

Mercury,  American,     - 

11th  .Tan.  1797 

Manilla 

To  refit 

H.  M.  S.  Supply. 

ifith  May 

C.  ofG.  H. 

Cattle 

Britaunia,  transport. 

"27  ih 

Ireland 

Provision* 

Gange?, 

'2d  June 



— 

H.  M.  S.  Reliance,      - 

^(Jth 

C.  OfG.  XL 

Cattle 

Deptford, 

20tli  Sept. 

Madras 

Speculation 

Kautilus, 

14th  May  1798 

Otaheite 

Missionaries 

Barwell,  transport. 

18th 

England 

Convicts 

Hunter, 

10th  June 

Bengal 

Speculatioa 

Cornwall,  whaler. 

i'd  July 

C.  OfG.  H. 

To  refit 

Eliza, 

'1th 



— 

Argo,  American  schooner. 

7th 

Mauritius 

Speculatian 

Sally,  whaler. 

8th  July 

C.  of  G.  H. 

To  refit 

Britannia,  transport,     - 

18th 

England 

Convicts 

Pomana,  whaler. 

20th  August 

C.  of  G.  H. 

To  refit 

Diana, 

20th 

. 

— i 

Semirarais,  American, 

ist  October 

Rhode  Island 

— 

JMarq.  (Jorawallis,  store-ship. 

27th 

CofG.  H. 

Cattle 

Indispensable,  whaler. 

'27th 

— 

To  refit 

Rebecca  ,American, 

5th  Mar.  1799 

— 

Speculation 

Nostra  Senora  de  Bethlehem,  } 
prize,                                       5 

24th  April 

Cape  Blanco 

Various  art» 

H.  M.  S.  Buffalo, 

2Gth 

C.  Of  G.  H. 

Cattle 

Albion,  store-ship. 

29th  June 

England 

Provisions 

HillsboroHcli,  transport. 

26lh  July 

— 

Convicts 

Resource,  American,     - 

6th  September 

Rhode  Island 

To  refit 

Walker,  store-ship, 

3d  November 

England 

ProvisioRs 

El  Plumier,  prize. 

2d  December 

C.  Corientes 

\'^HrioM3  art. 

Thynne, 

nth  Feb.  1800 

Bengal 

Speculatioa 

Betsey,  whaler. 

13th 

America 

To  refit 

Friendship,  transport. 

16th 

England 

Convicts 

Speedy,  transport. 

15th  April 

Irehtnd 

—^ 

II.  M.  S.  Bulialo, 

)3th 

C.  of  G.  H. 

Cattle 

Bell  Savage,  American, 

?th  June 

Rhode  Island 

To  refit 

ir.  M.  S.  Porpoise,       - 

7tli  Nov. 

Eugland 

Conv.  &  St, 

Roval  Admiial, 

22d  Nov. 

— 

—, 

During  the  government  of  Governor  Hunter,  the 
following  list  of  works  were  executed  by  the  work- 
ing gangs;  and  those  public  works  previous  to  his 
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fernval,  are  found  mentioned  in  the  history  at  various 
times.  * 

A  second  strong  wind-mill  tower  vvas  erected  at 
Sydney,  36  feet  in  height. 

At  Sydney  a  granary,  72  feet  in  length,  and  2 1  in 
width,  with  two  floors,  was  built  from  the  ruins  of  a 
mill  house,  formerly  erected  with  great  labour  and 
expense  by  Lieut,  governor  Grose. 

The  public  roads  made  good  and  repaired  at 
various  times,  and  bridges  thrown  over  the  gullies. 

A  framed  bridge  built  over  Duck-river,  capable 
of  bearing  any  weight. 

Two  log  granaries,  1 00  feet  long,  one  for  wheat 
and  the  other  for  maize,  erected  at  the  Hawkesbury 
on  the  Green -hills,  and  inclosed  with  paling. 

A  similar  one  at  Paramatta,  1 00  feet  in  lens th, 
and  paled  round  with  a  strong  high  fence,  like  that 
at  Sydney,  which  was  also  like  that,  destroyed  by 
fire. 

A  suite  of  rooms  built  of  brick  at  Sydney,  between 
the  hospitals  and  dwelling-house  of  the  surgeon,  for 
the  use  of  his  assistants;  the  huts  originally  built  for 
them,  having  gone  to  decay. 

The  huts  at  Paramatta,  built  by  Governor  Philip 
for  the  reception  of  convicts  on  their  arrival,  having 
been  neglected  and  which  had  fallen  to  ruin,  were 
repaired  and  made  fit  for  the  use  designed. 

A  wind-mill  with  a  stone  tower,  built  on  the  hill 
above  Sydney. 

A  double  logged  gaol,  80  feet  long,  Vvith  separate 
cells  for  prisoners,  was  built  at  Sydney,  which  was 
afterwards  burnt. 
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Eight  embrasures  to  the  battery  on  point  Mas- 
kelyne,  were  made,  and  a  redoubt  raised  with  eight 
embrasures  on  the  point  of  the  cove,  and  mounted 
with  cannon.  And  two  guns  were  mounted  on 
Garden  Island. 

An  apartment  containing  three  rooms  of  brick, 
was  built  in  the  yard  of  the  old  gaol, .  before  it  was 
burnt,  for  debtors. 

A  barn  90  feet  long,  was  built  at  Toongabbe,  in 
which  nine  pair  of  threshers  could  work.  The 
original  one  built  by  Governor  Philip  having  fallen 
down. 

Both  government  houses,  the  military  barracks, 
officers'  dwellings,  store-houses  and  granaries,  and 
all  public  buildings  repaired,  coated  with  lime  and 
white-washed,  to  preserve  them  from  decay. 

A  brick  building  100  feet  long,  built  by  Governor 
Philip  at  Paramatta,  was  repaired,  and  two  floors 
laid;  with  an  addition  to  its  length  of  60  feet,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  granary  for  wheat;  there  being  no 
building  entirely  for  this  use  in  the  colony. 

x\  framed  and  weather-boarded  house  was  built 
on  the  Green-hills  at  the  Hawkesbury,  for  the  com- 
manding officer  of  that  district.  It  was  shingled, 
and  had  a  cellar,  a  kitchen,  and  other  accommod- 
ations, and  paled  round. 

A  weather-boarded  store-house,  with  two  wings 
b\iiilt  at  Sydney,  which  was  on  the  burning  of  the 
church  converted  into  a  place  of  worship,  till  a  new 
church  was  erected. 

At  Sydney  an  excellent  brick  granary  was  erected, 
100  feet  long  and  221  wide,  with  three  floors.     An 
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addition  was  afterwards  made  to  this  building  of  about 
70  feet,  for  a  kiln  to  dry  the  grain. 

At  Paramatta  a  wheather-boarded  granary,  140 
feet  in  length,  was  built  for  the  reception  of  maize. 

A  complete  smith's  shop  for  forges,  was  built  at 
Sydney. 

A  range  of  barracks  at  Sydney  were  built  for  three 
officers. 

The  foundation  of  a  church  w^as  begun  at  Sydney, 
of  a  large  size. 

A  handsome  church  was  erected  at  Paramatta, 
1 00  feet  in  length  aud  44  in  width,  with  a  room  20 
feet  long,  raised  on  stone  pillars,  for  a  vestry  or 
council  room. 

A  tower  steeple  was  built  at  the  same  place  for  a 
town  clock. 

A  naval  yard  was  paled  in  on  the  west  side  of  the 
cove,  and  within  it  a  joiner's  and  a  blacksmith's  shop, 
with  sheds  for  the  vessels  repairing,  and  the  work- 
men, were  erected ;  with  a  steamer,  a  storehouse,  a 
•warder's  lodge,  and  an  apartment  for  the  clerk. 

A  neat  thatched  hut  was  built  in  the  government 
garden  at  Paramatta,  for  the  gardener. 

A  handsome  and  commodious  stone  gaol  at  Syd- 
ney; with  separate  apartments  for  debtors,  and  six 
strong  cells  for  condemned  felons. 

A  commodious  stone  house  was  built  near  the 
naval  yard  for  the  master  boat-builder. 

A,large  and  elegant  government  house  w^as  erected 
at  Paramatta,  the  iirst  being  too  small,  and  so  gone 
to  decay  that  the  roof  feel  in.     Tlie  new  building 
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is  spacious  and  roomy,   with  cellars  and  an  atnc 
story. 

A  new  powder  magazine  was  began,  a  frame  was 
raised,  and  the  roof  thatched  of  an  open  barn  at  the 
Ninety  Acres,  and  a  threshing  floor  was  laid. 

A  new  dispensary  was  built,  and  the  pannelled 
hospital  removed  and  rose  on  a  stone  foundation, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  erected  a  new  hospital 
3  tore. 

Fenced  the  military  barracks  with  high  paling. 

Enlarged  by  a  scalene  building  the  whole  length  of 
each  house,  the  dwellings  of  the  principal  surgeon, 
the  senior  assistant-surgeon,  and  the  deputy  surveyor, 
by  which  an  additional  accommodation  of  two  rooms 
were  given  to  each  house. 

Paled  in  a  cooperage  adjoining  the  provision 
store  at  Sydney,  Cleansed  from  filth  the  public 
tanks,  and  encompassed  them  and  the  spring-head 
with  paling. 

A  military  hospital  and  dispensary,  and  an  officer's 
guard-room,  were  built  at  Sydney. 

Sheds  for  the  boats  belonging  to  government  when 
hauled  on  shore  were  also  built. 

Laid  a  new  foundation,  rebuilt  a  part  of  the 
walls,  and  repaired  the  wet  provision  store  at  Para- 
matta. 

Houses  were  erected  near  the  hospital  at  Sydney, 
for  the  nurses  and  attendants. 

Repaired,  plastered,  white-washed^  and  coated  with 
lime,  a  house  for  a  school  at  Sydney. 

Several  stock  yards?  for  cattle  were  enclosed,  and 
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many  old  sheds  were  repaired  at  Paramatta,  Toon- 
gabbe,  and  Portland-place.  In  the  latter  district, 
the  timber  off  120  acres  was  cut  down,  and  nearly 
half  (that  of  50  acres)  burnt  off,  a  township  marked 
out,  and  some  few  huts  built,  and  a  number  of  in- 
ferior building's. 

Exclusive  of  erectincT  and  reoairina:  the  fore-goinc^ 
public  works,  detachments  were  daily  employed  in 
preserving  the  various  buildings  the  property  of  the 
crown,  particularly  those  occupied  by  that  class  sub- 
ordinate to  the  commissioned  officers;  and,  as  these 
repairs  v/ere  necessary  to  prevent  those  buildings 
going  to  decay,  they  had  been  paid  every  attention  to 
by  Governor  Hunter. 

The  inclosures  of  the  park  and  burial  ground  hav- 
ing suffered  by  decay,  a  gang  of  carpenters  and  la- 
bourers were  for  a  consideable  time  employed  in 
preparing  raihng,  and  putting  them  up. 

The  judge-advocate's  house  at  Sydney  was  en- 
larged and  repaired,  with  several  alterations,  and  out- 
houses. 

The  strength  of  the  public  gangs  did  not  permit 
their  being  further  employed,  or  it  was  meant  to  have 
built  a  water-mill  at  Paramatta. 

A  court-house  at  the  same  place,  and  two  new 
stores,  with  a  guard-house  at  the  Green  Hills.  The 
stores  were  of  brick,  and  the  guard-house  of  weather 
boards.  . 

In  the  district  of  Portland  Place,  a  stock-yard, 
consisting  of  30  acres,  was  inclosed  with  posts  and 
rails,  and  included  four  chains  of  fresh-water  ponds. 

Since  this  period  a  large  range  of  storehouses  arQ 

*  11  3  H 
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completed  on  the  banks  of  the  Paramatta  river,  and 
another  had  been  commenced  close  by  the  wharf  at 
Sydne}^  The  necessity  of  some  new  buildings  of 
this  description  had  been  evident  for  some  time,  aa 
a  chief  part  of  the  king's  storehouses  previously 
erected  v.ere  too  remote  from  the  water  ;:ide,  which 
made  the  unlading  of  ships  extremely  burthensome 
and  expensive.  T^ese  inconveniences  are  now  com- 
pletely remedied,  and  the  port  rendered  more  com- 
modious than  ever.  Some  short  time  also  before  he 
left  the  settlement,  two  murders  M'ere  committed  by 
men  named  Brown,  and  Kenny ;  the  former  of  whom 
had  killed  many  men  at  the  Southward^  and  was 
brought  from  thence  to  Port  Jackson,  for  trial,  whei  e 
he  was  convicted,  executed,  and  subsequently  hung 
in  chains  on  Pinch-gut,  a  small  island  in  the  centre 
of  the  harbour  leading  to  Sydney  Cove.  The  latter 
was  arraigned  for  the  murder  of  a  woman  named 
Smith,  who,  after  he  had  perpetrated  the  deed,  en- 
deavoured to  consume  the  body  of  his  victim,  by 
thrusting  it  in  the  fire.  Pie  was  executed  and  hung 
in  chains  at  Paramatta. 

It  further  appears  that  our  spring  is  the  autumn 
of  the  year  in  that  distant  quarter. 

The  destruction  of  the  playhouse  is  mentioned  as 
a  benefit  ^o  this  infant  colony,  because,  "  w^hen  the 
inhabitants  Avere  engaged  in  this  enjoyment,  their 
property  was  left  unwatched.  It  was  also  a  common 
practice  to  give  provisions  to  obtain  entrance,  if 
money  was  scarce;  and  thus  many  of  the  coqvicts 
vcere  unable  to  pursue  their  labour  with  proper 
energy  and  activity.  Other  abuses,  which  also  ve» 
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suited  from  the  establishment  of  the  theatre,  induced 
the  Governor  to  recall  the  permission  given  for  the 
performances,  and  the  playhouse  was  soon  after 
levelled  with  the  ground. 

Since  this  period,  cricket;  cards,  water-parties, 
shooting,  fishing,  and  hunting  the  kangaroo,  have 
been  more  attended  to.  The  otiicers  have  a  private 
subscription  billiard  room;  but  still,  among  the  con- 
victs gaming  is  carried  on  to  a  deplorable  degree. 

Over  the  South  Creek  at  Hawkesbuiy,  a  floating 
bridge  has  been  erected,  which  has  proved  greatly 
beneficial  to  the  public;  since,  previous  to  its  com- 
pletion, every  person  v.ho  had  occasion  to  go  to  that 
settlement,  and  in  many  cases  from  one  farm  to  ano- 
ther, was  obliged  to  pass  to  and  fro  in  a  boat.  As 
this  bridge  was  constructed  by  an  individual,  (Mr. 
Andrew  Thompson,  a  settler)  at  his  ov»'h  expsnce, 
the  following  tolls  are  allowed  to  be  demanded: — - 
For  ever  foot  passenger  fourpence,  or  ten  shillings 
per  annum ;  for  each  horse,  single  or  in  draught, 
two  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  two  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings per  annum ;  for  waggons,  or  other  four  wheel 
carriages,  with  not  more  than  half  a  ton  lading,  one 
shilling  and  sixpence,  or  one  pound  ten  shillings  per 
annum ;  for  carts  or  carriages  with  two  wheels,  laden 
or  not,  each  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  or  one  pound 
ten  per  annum;  for  sheep,  under  a  score,  twopence 
each,  and  by  the  score,  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  or 
two  pounds  ten  per  annum;  swine  and  goats,  the  ~ 
same  as  sheep.  Passengers,  horses,  carts,  and  car*^ 
riages  are  allowed  to  pass  during  the  same  day,  with 
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one  ticket,  and  a  considerable  income  is  derived  from 
this  toll. 

The  Rocks,  a  part  of  the  town  of  Sydney,  is  the 
general  promenade  for  the  dashing  Belles  of  the  settle- 
ment; and  the  European  women,  it  is  observed, 
spare  no  expence  in  ornamenting  their  persons.  The 
shops,  where  most  of  their  decorations  are  purchased, 
are  set  out  with  much  taste;  and  articles  of  female 
ornament  and  apparel  are  greedily  purchased.  By 
a  very  recent  census,  there  were  nine  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  six  inhabitants,  in  the  settlement, 
out  of  which  six  thousand  support  themselves. 

In  the  naval  department,  a  vessel  was  left  on  the 
stocks,  designed  to  be  of  150  or  160  tons  burthen, 
and  intended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  relief  to 
and  from  Norfolk  Island. 

A  boat  called  the  Cumberland  was  on  the  stocks, 
and  nearly  finished,  of  27  tons  burthen,  meant  to  be 
schooner  rigged  and  armed,  for  the  pursuit  of  de- 
serters, who  were  in  the  practice  of  carrying  away 
the  boats  of  the  settlement. 

In  this  account  of  the  labour  performed  for  the 
public,  under  Governor  Hunter,  is  not  estimated  the 
time  employed  for  the  preparation  of  the  earth  for 
sowing,  and  the  gathering  in  of  the  harvests;  so 
that  it  must  indeed  be  considered,  with  no  small 
degree  of  astonishment,  that  s'.ich  a  number  of  build- 
ings should  have,  by  any  exertions,  been  effected, 
when  proper  allowance  is  made  for  the  dispositions 
of  those,  who  only  could  be  employed  in  either 
building  or  repairing,  and  when  added  to  the  de- 
duction, which  threshing  out  the  corn  for  delivery, 
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and  unloading  the  store-ships  as  they  arrived,  a  proper 
allowance  of  time  is  made :  it  proves  that  Governor 
Hunter  effected  the  most  with  the  comparatively 
little  labour  he  could  induce  the  convicts  to  perform. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  Governor  Hunter, 
it  appeared  on  an  investigation  of  the  registers  of 
the  terms  of  transportation  of  the  convicts,  that  the 
clerks,  who  had  been  suffered  to  have  access  to 
them,  had  altered  the  sentences  of  neai-ly  two  hun- 
dred prisoners,  on  receiving  a  sum  from  each  equal 
in  value  to  ten  or  twelve  pounds ;  and  proper  steps 
to  guard  against  so  truly  serious  an  evil  in  future,  w^ere 
taken  at  the  colony,  and  proper  information  sent 
to  England  on  the  subject. 

It  now  appeared  the  expences  attending  the  erect- 
ing of  the  county  gaol,  had  cost  the  sum  of  39541. 
the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  paid  bv  public 
assessments. 

Every  encouragement  being  given  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  growth  of  wool,  for  manufacturing 
300  yards  of  blanketing  were  made  from  what  the 
wool  produced  last  season,  from  the  flocks  belonging 
to  government  and  individuals;  and  in  five  months, 
470  yards  of  flax  were  made  into  linen. 

The  never-resting  spirit  of  Speculation  which  con 
tinually  manifested  itself  in  the  arrival  of  ships,  re- 
ceived a  serious  check  by  the  Governors  send- 
ing back  three  vessels  from  Bengal,  on  board 
"which  were  fifty-four  thousand  gallons  of  spirits  and 
wine. 

The  quantity  of  copper  coin  expected  having  ar* 
rived,  the  Governor  published  a  table  of  the  specie 
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legally  in  circulation  in  the  colony,  affixing  the  ratejt 
to  each,  at  which  they  were  to  be  considered  a  legal 
tender  in  all  payments,  viz. 

TABLE    OF    SPECIE.     ' 

A  guinea  _         _         _ 

A  Johannes      -         -         - 

A  half  ditto     -         -         -. 

A  ducat  -         -      ■.  - 

A  gold  mohur 

A  pagoda 

A  Spanish 'dollar 

A  rupee  -         _         _ 

A  Dutch  guilder 

An  English  shilling 

A  copper  coin  of  1  oz. 

A  ditto  of  |-  oz. 

A  ditto  of  ^  oz.  -  - 
And  as  the  supply  of  copper  was  sent  for  the  con- 
venience of  persons  wanting  to  make  small  payments, 
no  sum  exceeding  51.  was  to  be  esteemed  a  legal 
tender  of  this  money;  an'd  it  Mas  declared,  that  ex- 
porting or  importing  *  of  any  sum  of  the  copper 
coin  exceeding  5l.  should  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
treble  the  value  of  the  sum  so  exported  or  imported, 
and  the  forfeiture  of  the  sum  in  question. 

Ships  arrived  from  Ii.Jia,  England,  and  America, 
bringing  on  speculation  cargoes  of  wine,  spirits,  to- 
bacco, teas,  sugar,  hardwai'e,  wearing  apparel,  &c. 
and  were  publicly  sold. 

By  these  ships  had  been  imported  59,^9-^  gallons 
of  spirits,  30,89(5  ditto  of  wines,  out  of  which  were 
*  Except  by  government. 
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landed  2^,974  ditto  of  spirits,  8,896  ditto  of  wines; 
and  32,320  ditto  of  spirits,  22,000  ditto  of  wines, 
were  sent  away. 

By  information  from  Norfolk  Island  intelligence 
was  received,  that  a  plot  was  fortunately  discovered, 
on  the  14th  of  December  1 800,  formed  by  some  of  the 
convicts  to  murder  the  officers,  and,  by  getting  pos- 
session of  the  island,  to  liberate  themselves.  Two 
of  the  ring-leaders  were  immediately  executed,  and 
others  properly  punished. 

Major  Foveaux,  the  lieutenant-governor,  had 
found  the  truly  desirable  long  wanted  and  unknown 
acquisition,  a  good  landing-place  for  boats  and  small 
vessels,  in  Anson's  Bay,  where  there  were  four  and 
five  fathoms  of  water  only  a  few  yards  from  the 
shore,  with  a  fme  sandy  beach,  and  a  free  passage 
from  rocks  or  shoals. 

Having  at  length  brought  down  the  History  of 
New  South  Wales  in  regular  progression,  to  the  dose 
of  the  eighteenth  centur}?,  I  shall  here  desist  from 
following  the  routine  of  the  regular  relation  of  events, 
and  leave  the  country  in  its  settled  state,  and  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  the  Natural  History  of  the  Island ; 
that  done,  I  shall,  in  a  concluding  Chapter,  give  a 
continuance  of  the  History,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1801,  till  the  time  I  forwarded  the  manu- 
script to  England, 
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CHAP,  xr. 


Little  versed  in  studying  the  divine  works  of 
Nature,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  labours  of  my 
predecessors,  and  accompany  their  researches  with 
my  own  observations  on  the  various  subjects;  and  as 
I  have  been  assisted  with  natural  historical  inform- 
ation from  the  same  high  and  distinguished  charac- 
ters who  have  generously  favoured  me  with  Colonial 
historical  facts,  I  shall  give  undoubtedly  a  faithful 
account  of  the  Natural  History  of  New  South 
Wales  in  its  various  departments,  as  far  as  yet  dis- 
covered, and,  as  Pope  very  justly  observes,  that 

"  Want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense," 

I  shall  by  no  means  introduce  any  description  that 
can  offend  the  most  delicate  mind,  or  shall  I  in- 
trude on  my  readers  any  account  of  those  pro- 
ductions which  seem  the  inhabitants  of  nearly  all 
countries,  such  as  the  rat,  the  bat,  the  squirrel,  &c, 
&c.  meaning  only  to  describe  those  vvhich  seem  to 
be  more  particularly  the  natives  of  this  country,  and 
were  not  generally  known  previous  to  the  establish" 
ment  of  the  colony. 
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QUADRUPEDS. 

ORNITHORHYXCHUS    PARADOXUS. 

This  animal,  which  has  obtained  the  name  of 
Ornithorhynchus  Paradoxus,  is  still  very  little 
known.  It  is  found  only  to  inhabit  fresh  ^ater 
lakes  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  It  swims 
not  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  but  comes  up  to 
breathe,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  turtle.  The 
natives  often  sit  on  the  banks  with  spears,  and 
M-atch  their  rising  to  the  surface,  till  they  get  a 
good  opportunity  of  striking  them,  which  they  do 
AV'ith  their  usual  dexterity,  and  frequently  succeed 
in  catching  them. 

Governor  Hunter  once  saw  a  native  watcliing 
one  above  an  hour  before  he  threw  his  si)ear  at 
it ;  but  at  length  he  drove  it  through  the  neck 
and  fore  leg,  and,  when  he  brought  it  on  shore, 
it  used  its  claws  Avith  such  force,  that  it  became 
requisite  to  confine  it  between  tM^o  pieces  of  board, 
while  they  cut  off  the  barbs  of  the  spear,  to  dis- 
engage it.  When  freed,  it  ran  on  the  ground 
with  as  great  activity  as  aland  tortoise,  which  was 
much  faster  than  the  structure  of  its  fore  feet 
seemed  to  promise.  It  inhabits  the  banks  of  lakes, 
and  feeds  in  the  muddy  places  which  surround 
them  ;  but  its  food  is  unknown. 

The  male  is  17-2-  inches  in  length,   from  the  point 

of  the  bill  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail.     The  bill 

is  2-1-  inches  long;  and  the  end  of  the  tail  4-j  inches* 
IP*  ■  3  t     ^ 
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The  animal's  body  is  compressed,  and  of  the 
same  general  thickness,  except  over  the  shoulders, 
where  it  is  smaller.  The  circumference  of  the  body 
is  1 1  inches. 

In  size,  the  female  is  rendered  rather  larger  than 
the  male,  by  a  portion  of  fat  lying  very  generally 
under  the  skin,  which  the  male  is  without. 

The  colour  of  the  male  is  a  very  dark  brown,  o)i 
the  back,  legs,  bill,  and  tail ;  the  under  part  of  the 
neck  and  belly  is  of  a  silver  grey. 

The  hair  is  of  two  kinds  ;  a  very  fine  thick  fur, 
one  half  an  inch  long,  and  a  curious  kind  of  hair, 
nearly  an  inch  long.  The  part  nearest  the  root  has> 
the  appearance  of  hair  j  but  for  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
towards  the  point  it  becomes  flat,  resembling 
feathers:  this  has  a  gloss  on  it.  The  fur  or  hair 
on  the  back  is  shorter  than  that  on  the  belly. 

No  appearance  could  be  observed  of  nipples; 
although  the  skin  on  the  belly  of  the  female  was 
examined  with  the  greatest  accuracy.^ 

The  head  is  compressed.  The  bill  projects  be- 
yond the  mouth,  and  in  its  appearance  resem- 
bles that  of  a  duck,  but  is  in  fact  more  like  that 
of  the  spoonbill,  the  middle  part  being  composed 
of  bone,  as  in  that  bird  :  it  has  a  very  strong 
covering. 

The  nostrils  are  close  to  each  other,  near  the 
end  of  the  bill ;  and  the  upper  lip  projects  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  beyond  them. 

The  eyes  are  small,  situated  more  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  head  than  usual,  and  are  behind  the 
loose  edge  of  the  flap  belonging  to  the  bill.  The 
eyelids  are    concealed    in    the   hair,  and,    in    the 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  427 

male,  are  scarcely  seen  ;  but  the  female  has  a  tuft 
of  lighter  hair,  which  marks  their  situation. 

The  ears  are  two  large  slits,  behind  the  eyes, 
and  larger  than  the  orifices  of  the  eyelids. 

The  teeth  are  all  grinders ;  and  are  four  in 
number,  one  on  each  side  of  the  upper  and  under 
jaw,  and  have  broad  flat  crowns.  They  differ 
from  common  teeth  materially,  having  neither 
enamel  nor  bone,  being  composed  of  a  horny  sub- 
stance only,  connected  by  an  irregular  surface  in 
the  place  of  fangs.  When  cut  through,  which  is 
readily  done,  the  internal  structure  is  like  the 
human  nail. 

Between  the  cheek  and  the  jaw,  on  each  side  of 
the  mouth,  there  is  a  pouch,  as  in  the  monkey 
tribe.  When  laid  open,  it  is  l~  inch  long,  and  the 
same  in  breadth.  In  the  female  it  contains  a  sub- 
stance, the  size  of  a  small  nut,  in  each  pouch. 

Besides  these  teeth,  there  are  two  small-pointed 
horny  teeth  upon  the  projecting  part  of  the  pos- 
terior portion  of  the  tongue,  the  points  of  Mdiich 
are  directed  forwards,  to  prevent  the  food  being 
pushed  into  the  fauces  during  the  process  of  mas- 
tication ;  which  circumstance  is  peculiar  to  this 
animal. 

The  fore  legs  are  short,  and  the  .  feet  webbed. 
Each  foot  has  five  toes,  united  by  the  web,  which 
is  very  broad,  and  is  continued  beyond  the  points 
of  the  toes  nearly  an  inch.  On  each  toe  there  is  a 
rounded  straight  nail,  which  lies  loose  upon  the 
membrane  forming  the  web. 

The  hind  legs  are  nearly  of  the  same  length  as 
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tlie  fore  legs,   but   stronger.     Each  foot  has  five 
toes  with  claM's,  and  webbed.  ■ 

The  male,  on  the  heel,  has  a  strong  crooked 
spur,  wjth  a  sharp  point,  which  has  a  joint  be- 
tween it  and  the  foot,  and  is  capable  of  motion  in 
two  directions.  When  the  point  of  it  is  brought 
close  to  the  leg,  the  spur  is  concealed  in  the  hair ; 
Virhen  directed  outwards,  it  projects  considerably, 
and  is  conspicuous.  The  tail  in  shape  is  likethat 
of  the  beaver. 

THE  TAPOA  TAFA,  OR  TAPHA, 

Is  the  size  of  a  rat,  though  its  formation 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  the  martin  cat,  but 
that  its  body,  compared  to  its  size,  is  not  so 
long, 

The  head,  which  is  broad  from  side  to  side, 
is  in  front  flat;  the  nose,  which  is  pointed, 
projects  beyond  the  teeth ;  the  eyes  are  large; 
the  ears  broad,  and  end  in  points.  The  nature 
and  colour  of  its  hair  resemble  that  of  the  rat, 
and  it  has  whiskers  from  the  nose  to  the  eyes  ; 
the  hind  feet  are  longer,  and  more  flexible  than 
the  fore.  On  each  foot  there  are  five  toes,  and 
of  those  on  the  fore  feet  the  middle  toe  is 
the  largest ;  the  rest  fall  off  progressively  :  the 
^lails  are  short  and  sharp  ;  on  the  sole  of  the  foot 
there  is  no  hair;  the  tail  is  long,  and  covered 
with  hair  of  a  mixed  grey  colour. 

THE    TAPQA    TAFA 

Is  only  a  variety   of  the  Tapoa  Tapha,     and 
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that  ill   its    external    appearance,    being   covered 
with  black  and  white  markings  of  various  shapes. 

WHA    TAPOAU    ROD. 

This  animal  in  size  resembles  the  racoon  ;  the 
colour,  which  is  grey  on  the  back,  becomes  lighter 
on  the  sides,  and  changes  to  a  rich  brown  on  the 
belly  ;  the  hair  is  of  two  sorts,  long  hair,  and  a 
kind  of  fur.  Tiie  Wha  Tapoau  Roo  has  a  very 
short  head,  with  prominent  eyes  and  broad  ears. 
Its  tail  is  long,  and  covered  with  hair,  except  the 
under  part  towards  the  end.  On  the  fore  feet  are 
live  toes,  the  shortest  of  which  appears  like  a 
thumb  ;  the  hind  feet  resemble  those  of  the  mon- 
key, having  no  nail  on  the  great  toe,  and  being 
ba^e  on  the  sole. 

THE    DOG,     OR    DINGO. 

The  native  dog  of  New  South  Wales  resembles 
very  much  the  foundation  of  the  species,  whk'h  is 
the  Wolf,  though  it  is  considerably  smaller,  and 
stands  lowdl- ;  but  from  its  ill-nature  and  vicious- 
iiess,  which  indeed  nothing  overcomes,  it  may 
with  great  propriety  be  esteemed  the  wolf  of  the 
country. 

The  Dog  or  Dingo  barks  in  a  way  peculiar  to 
itself,  but  moans,  snarls,  and  howls  like  other 
dogs. 

Its  general  colour  is  a  reddish  dun,  covered 
with  long  thick  straight  hair,  and  has  short  erect 
ears  and  a  bushy  tail ;  the  nose,  belly,  and  feet, 
are  of  a  blue-grey  colour. 
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THE    POTO    ROO,     OR    KANGAROO    RAT. 

The  head  of  this  animal  is  not  so  flat  on  a  side 
vievv  as  the  Scalpis  Dentata.  It  has  ears  formed 
like  those  of  a  mouse.  The  hind  legs  compared 
to  the  fore  are  long;  on  the  fore  legs  are  four 
toes,  the  two  middle  of  which  are  longest,  and  of 
the  same  length,  with  long  bent  nails.  On  their 
hind  feet  tliey  have  three  toes,  the  middle  one  of 
which  is  the  largest ;  the  tail  is  long  ;  the  body 
has  a  mixed  covering  of  hair  and  fur  of  a  brownr 
ish  grey  colour. 

This  curious  animal,  which  is  indeed  a  minia- 
ture of  the  Kangaroo,  has  a  pouch  also  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly,  for  carr3'ing  its  young  in 
cases  of  danger  or  pursuit,  on  the  surface  of  which 
are  placed  four  nipples  near  each  other. 

THE    HEPOONA    ROO. 

This  animal,  which  in  size  resembles  the  rab- 
bit, has  a  flat  body,  with  a  head  lilce  a  squirrel  ; 
the  ej^es  are  large  and  full,  the  ears  are  broad  ;  the 
tail  long,  and  its  legs  very  short.  Between  the 
fore  and  hind  legs,  on  the  side  is  a  skin,  whicli  on 
the  extension  of  the  legs  form  a  broad  wing  ;  but 
when  the  legs  are  used  in  walking,  it  draws  close 
up  to  the  side  of  the  animal,  thus  resembling  the 
flying  squirrel.  On  each  fore  foot  it  has  five  toes, 
with  sharp  nails,  and  on  the  hind  toes  it  has  the 
same  number ;  but  one  may  -b*e  termed  rather  a 
thumb,  as  it  has  a  broad  nail  like  a  monkey.  The 
foot  is  well  calculated  for  holding  the  animal  in  a 
suspended  state  ;  the  hair  is  thick  and  long  on  the 
back,  and  of  a  brown-gre}^  colour. 


C_- 


PnhJi-hc^  T)er.t'i:i,'?o'2.hi'M.  /-//<:.•  lhnrn,:trr  A\  i< 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.         ,  431 

THE    KANGAROO. 

This  animal  appears  the  most  important  in  tlie 
country  ;  its  size  is  considerable,  and  it  supplies 
both  food  and  clothing,  if  an  apron  may  be  so 
called,  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  has  a  small  head,  neck,  and  shoulders,  and 
the  body  increases  in  thickness  to  the  rump,  from 
whence  it  again  tapers  to  the  tail.  The  head  is 
oblong,  and  in  form  like  that  of  a  fawn,  the  upper 
lip  being  divided.  The  nostrils  are  wide  and  open, 
and  the  lower  jaw  is  somewhat  shorter  than  the 
upper. 

The  pupil  of  the  eyes  is  of  a  bluish  black,  and 
the  irides  are  dusky.  The  ears  are  erect,  ovated, 
and  thin  at  the  ends. 

The  hair  of  the  Kangaroo  is  of  a  greyish  brown 
colour,  somewhat  similar  to  the  English  wild  rab- 
bit. It  is  thick  and  long,  when  the  animal  be- 
comes old  ;  but  it  is  very  slow  in  its  growth,  and 
for  some  time  resembles  a  strong  down.  In  some 
parts,  however,  the  mouth  for  example,  it  begins 
earlier  to  be  hairy. 

This  animal's  teeth  are  so  singular,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  decide,  from  them,  to  what  class 
the  Kangaroo  belongs.  It  has  four  broad  cutting 
teeth  in  the  upper  jaws  but  only  two  long  lanceol- 
ated  teeth  in  the  lower,  which  point  forwards, 
and  are  so  placed  as  to  oppose  those  of  the  upper. 
It  has  also  four  grinding  teeth  in  each  jaw,  remote 
from  the  otliers ;  and  possesses  the  very  singular 
power  of  separating  the  lower  incisors,  and  bring- 
ing them  again  close  to  each  other. 

The  proportions  in  some  of  the  parts  of  this  ani- 
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nial  bear  no  analogy  to  what  is  common  in  most 
others. 

The  fore  legs  are  so  very  short,   as  scarcely  to 
reach  the  nose,  and  are  indeed  useless  for  walking. 
The  hind  legs  are  almost  as  long  as  the  body,   and 
the  thighs   are  very  thick.      On  the  fore  feet  are 
five  toes,  with  long  conic  and  strong  black  claws; 
but  on  the  hind  feet  are  only  three,  the  middle  toe 
being  very  long  and  thick,  like  that  of  an  ostrich, 
and  extending  far  beyond  the  two  others,  which  are 
small,  and  placed  very  distinct  from  it.  .  The  in- 
ner toe  of  the  hind  feet  is  singularly  distinguished, 
by  having  two  small  claws  ;  and  the  bottom  and 
hind  parts  of  the  feet,  on  which  the  animal  often 
rests,  are  black,  naked,  and  tuberculated.  The  tail, 
"which  is  thick  at  the  base,  and  tapers'  to  a  point, 
has  at  the  end  a  strong  hard  nail,  and  the  hair  on 
it  is  short  and  somewhat  hard.     The  tail,  though 
long  in  the  old,  is  in  the  young  short,  proportion- 
ably  to  the  animal's  siza.  '  It  seems  to  keep  pace 
with  the  sfrowth   of  the  hind  lea's,  ^diich  are  the 
instruments  of  progressive  motion  in  this  animal, 
and  which  would  also  shew  that  the  tail  is  a  kind 
of  second  instrument  in   this  action.       The  scro- 
tum, which  is  large  and  pendulous,    is   placed  be- 
fore ;  and  the  female  has,  on  the  belly,  an  oblong 
pouch,  ofa  vast  depth,  the  receptacle  of  her  young. 

The  Kangaroo  is  frequently  more  than  six  feet 
long,  from  the  nose  to  the  tail  ;  and  its  weight  ofa 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and  upwards. 

Kangaroo  is  the  natives'  name  for  this  extraor- 
dinary animal. 

It  lurks  among  the  grass,  feeds  on  vegetables, 
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and  drinks  by  lapping.  It  goes  chiefly  on  its  bind 
legs  ;  making  use  of  the  fore  feet  as  bands  only 
for  digging,  or  bringing  its  food  to  its  inoutb. 

The  Kangaroo  is  timid:  at  the  sight  of  men  it 
flies  from  them  by  amazing  leaps  ;  springing  over 
bushes  seven  or  eight  feet  high,  and  going  pro- 
gressively from  rock  to  rock.  When  in  motion, 
this  animal  carries  its  tail  quite  at  right  angles  with 
its  body,  and,  as  it  alights,  often  looks  back.  It 
is  much  too  swift  for  greyhounds,  and  frequently 
escapes  from  the  fleetest  of  those  animals.  The 
tail  is  its  weapon  of  defence,  with  which  it  is  capa- 
ble of  beating  away  the  strongest  dog. 

THE    HYENA, 

The  most  ferocious  and  cruel  of  all  animals, 
is  nearly  the  same  in  shape  as  the  Wolf,  excepting 
that  the  hair  of  the  Hyena  is  long  and  thick,  and 
of  a  colour  resembling  cinders,  streaked  with  black ; 
its  neck  is  also  decorated  with  a  thick  mane. 

So  far  from  ever  being  tamed,  the  Hyena,  when 
taken;  growls  and  howls  without  intermission,  and 
is  said  sometimes  to  sob  like  a  human  being.  It 
is  able  to  defend  itself  against  the  Lion  and 
Panther,  and  often  engages  with  the  Ounce. 
Living  as  a  beast  of  prey,  when  this  fails,  like  the 
Wolves,  they  are  said  to  dig  up  the  graves  to  get 
at  the  xlead,  tear  up  the  roots  of  plants,  &c.  Spar- 
mann,  describing  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  says 
they  sometimes  enter  the  Cape  Town  in  the  night, 
but  content  themselves  with  devouring  all  the  filth 
they  can  find.  Sometimes,  but  not  often,  thev 
have  been  seen  to  rush  upon  young  children  in 
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open  da}',  and  carry  them  off  to  their  dens  in  the 
mountains. 

THE    CAMELEOPAllD,    0)'  the    GIRAFFE, 

As  it  has  been  observed,  though  much  larger, 
bears  a  nearer  resemblance  to  the  horse  than  any 
other  animal ;  in  fact,  it  has  some  analogy  both 
with  the  Stag  and  the  Camel :  the  Greeks,  there- 
fore, gave  it  its  present  name.  Its  fore  legs  being 
much  longer  than  the  hinder  legs,  when  sitting  it 
bears  some  resemblance  to  a  dog  in  that  position. 
It  is  rather  timid  than  offensive,  and  generally  flies 
from  its  enemy.  It  feeds  upon  vegetables,  and  is 
mostly  an  inhabitant  of  the  deserts  of  Africa. 

THE   HORSE, 

Though  not  a  native  of  New  South  "Wales, 
seems  to  thrive  and  continue  its  native  vigour  in 
this  distant  .quarter  of  the  M'orld  ;  as  may  further 
appear  from  the  following  account  of  a  few  days' 
sport  at  Sydney  Races  :  — 

Monday,  Octoher  15,  1810. 
A  Plate,  value  50gs.  given  by, the  Subscribers  to  the  Sydney  Race 
Course,  for  horses  of  all  agos  beloDging  to  the  Subscribers. — 
The  best  of  three  two-mile  heats. — Two  yrs.  old  to  carry  6st. 
2lb. ;  3  yrs  old,  6"st,  l'2lb. ;  4  yrs  old,  8st.;  5  yrs  old,  8st,  Sib. ; 
6  yrs  old,  8st.  12lb. ;  and  aged,  Ost. 

Friday,  Octoher  1  <?. 
A  Purse,  value  50g5,  given  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  Colony,  free 

U)X  all  horses  (with  the  exception  of  the  winner  of  the  Plate  and 

Cup),  the  best  of  three  two-mile  heats. 

Mr.  Benn's  bl.  h.  Scratch,  aged 1     1 

Mr.  L.  May's  ch.  g.  Tickle  Toby,  6'  yrs  old 2     2 

Mr.  Williams's  r.  g.  Strawberry,  .5  yrs  old ; 3   dr 

Mr.  Underwood's  b.  m.  6  yrs  old . , 4   dr 
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Mr.  Weutworth's  b.  g.  Gig,  5  yrs  old fell 

Capt.  Ritchie's  r.  g.  Yorick,  5  yrs  old dis. 

Mr.  Weutworth's  b.  g.  Gig,  rode  by  Mr.  Wentworth  jun.  beat 
Mr.  Broughton's  bl.  g.  J<  rry,  rode  by  the  owner,  three  miles, 
20gs.  play  or  pay. — Gig  won  in  a  canter. 

The  Ladies'  Cup,  which  was  of  very  superior  workmanship, 
won  by  Chase,  was  presented  to  Captain  Ivitchie  by  Mrs.  Mac- 
quarie,  who,  accompanied  by  his  Excellency,  honoured  each  da^'s 
Races  with  her  presence,  and  who,  with  her  usual  aifubility,  was 
pleased  to  preface  the  donation  w  ith  the  follow  iiig  short  address : — 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Ladies  of  New  South  Wales,  1  have  the 
pleasure  to  present  you  with  this  Cup.  Give'nie  leave  to  congra- 
tulate you  on  being  the  succesafal  candidate  for  it ;  and  to  hope 
that  it  is  a  prelude  to  future  success,  and  lasting  prosperity." 

Besides  the  above,  several  other  matches  were  run  during  the 
week.  At  the  close  of  the  second  day,  four  hacks  ran  for  a  saddle 
and  bridle,  given  by  the  Subscribers,  the  best  of  two  3-railc  l:eats, 
and  won  by  Boshy. 

The  third  day,  Mr.  James  Cox's  ch.  poney  ran  against  INIr.  Birch's 
ch.ni.  once  round,  both  rode  by  the  owners.  A.  very  tine  contest, 
won  by  Mr.  Cox. 

The  fall  received  by  Mr.  Weutworth's  gr.  g.  Gig,  in  the  first 
heat  on  the  last  day,  was  occasioned  by  a  dog  crossing  the  Cours<v 
The  rider  (Fisher)  was  too  much  hurt  to  recover  himself  in  time  to 
remount,  but  the  horse  was  not  much  injured  by  his  fall. 

A  similar  accident  had  nearly  befallen  Mr.  Benn's  Scratch  the 
second  heat,  being  so  much  startled  by  a  dog  as  to  fly  otf,  and 
run  considerably  out  of  his  track;  which  was,  however,  attended 
with  no  bad  consequences,  being  far  a-head  of  his  antagonist. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  has  sent  over  some  Teeswater 
sheep  and  one  stallion,  very  recently,  to  Colonel  Johnston,  which 
have  greatly  improved  the  respective  breeds.  Some  Merino  sheep 
from  the  King's  flock  have  also  been  taken  over,  which  have  throve 
well,  and  produced  very  fine  wool.  Severed  of  the  deer  in  the  co- 
lony having  made  their  escape  from  a  park  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Har- 
ris, surgeon  of  the  regiment,  are  understood  to  be  breeding  and 
running  wild  in  the  woods. — Tlia  children  born  in  the  colony  from 
European  parents  are  very  robust,  comely,  and  well  made ;  remark- 
ably quick  of  apprehension,  and  ready  at  learning.  In  manners 
and  morals  also  they  greatly  improve. 
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BIRDS. 


THE    BIRD    OF    PARADISE    OF    NEW    SOUTH 
WALES. 

This  elegant  bird,  which  by  some  is  called  the 
Bird  of  Paradise,  and  by  others  the  Maenura  Su- 
perba,  has  a  straight  bill,  with  the  nostrils  in  the 
"centre  of  the  beak.  The  base  of  the  upper  man- 
dible has  hairs  like  feathers  inclining  downwards ; 
the  upper  mandible  is  at  the  base  much  like  that 
of  tlie  pigeon.  The  eye  is  a  dark  hazel,  with  a 
bare  space  around  it  of  a  blue  cast.  The  chin, 
and  a  small  part  of  the  throat,  are  of  a  dark  rufous 
colour  :  the  rest,  with  the  body,  of  a  blackish 
grey.  The  rump  feathers  are  longer  than- those  of 
the  body,  and  more  divided.  The  colour  of  the, 
wings  is  dark  rufous.  The  legs  and  claws  are 
large  in  proportion  to  the  bird.  The  outward  toe 
is  connected  with  that  in  the  middle  as  far  as  the 
first  joint.  The  tail  is  long,  and  composed  of 
three  sorts  of  feathers,  of  which,  tlie  upper  side  is 
of  a  dark  grey,  with  ferruginous  spots.  The  first 
two  lower  feathers,  which  are  curved  in  two  di- 
rections, are  beneath  of  a  pearl  colour,  with  seve- 
ral crescent-shaped  spaces  of  a  rich  red  and  black 
colour.  Thalaminfe  are  unwebbed,  rounded  to- 
wards the  extremity,  ornamented  with  a  black 
bar,  and  fringed  at  the  end.  The  shaft  of  the  se- 
cond, also  long,  is  fringed  with  hair-like  filaments  5 
and  the  third,  which  is  long  and  curved,  is  plumed 
on  the  inner  side  only,  except  at  the  extremity. 

The  female  differs  little  from  the  male,  except  in 
the  tail,  which  is  formed  of  twelve  feathers  a  little 
curved  and  plumed,  having  the  upper  side  dark 
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rufous  and  grey,  and  the  under  of  a  pearl  colour. 
These  birds  frequent  the  most  retired  parts  of  the 
country,  and  have  been  seen  running  very  fast ; 
but  their  cumbrous  tails  prevent  them  from  being 
able  to  fly  in  a  direct  line.  They  sing  for  tWQ 
hours  in  the  morning,  beginning  when  they 
quit  the  valley  till  they  attain  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  where  they  scrape  together  a  small 
hillock  ;  on  this  they  stand,  ^vith  their  tail 
spread  over  them,  and  in  this  situation  they 
imitate  the  note  of  every  bird  in  the  country, 
and  then  return  to  the  valley. 

WHITE    FULICA. 

This  bij;d  is  the  only  species  of  the  genus 
known  of  this  colour.  Its  body  is  the  size  of  a 
large  fowl,  and  on  its  wings  are  a  small  spine. 
The  legs  and  spines  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
wings  are  yellow ;  the  bill  and  front  of  the 
head  are  red. 

BLUE    BELLIED    PARROT. 

This  bird,  which  is  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  has  a  red  bill;  head  and  throat  dark 
blue  ;  back  part  of  the  head  green  ;  prime 
quills  dusky,  barred  with  yellow.  The  belly 
is  of  a  fine  blue  ;  thighs  green  and  yellow ; 
breast  red  and  yellow  mixed  ;  back  and  wings 
green  ;  prime  quills  dusky,  barred  with  yellow ; 
tail  cuneiform,  with  the  two  middle  feathers 
green  ;  the  others  are  the  same,  only  with  yel- 
low outer  edges  ;  the  legs  are  dusky. 

BLACK    OR    BANKSIAN    COCKATOO. 

The  general  colour  of  the  black  Cockatoo 
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of  New  South  Wales  is  a  rusty  black,  with 
long'  feathers  on  the  head,  ofi  tlie  top  of  which 
is  a  fine  mixture  of  yellow.  The  beak  is  brown, 
and  on  the  under  side  of  the  tail  are  several  fine 
scarlet  feathers,  with  black  markings  and  tips. 

FULLIGINOUS    PETERIL.     ' 

The  beak.of  this  bird  is  of  a  pale  yellow  hue,^ 
but  the  bird  is  in  all  other  p^rts  of  a  deep  brown 
or  blackish  colour  ;  except  that  on  the  chin 
there  is  a  marking  of  white  descending  from  ' 
the  lower  mandible.  This  bird  is  most  cer- 
tainly only  a  variety  of  the  iEfjuinoctialis  of 
Linnaeus.     In  size  it  equals  the  English  Raven. 

WHITE    VENTED    CROW. 

This  bird  in  shape  and  size  resembles  the 
English  Magpie.  It  is  black,  except  the  base 
of  the  wing  feathers,  the  end  of  the  tail,  and  the 
part  from  whence  arises  its  name,  which  are  all 
white.  The  beak  is  very  strong,  and  indeed 
both  the  habits  and  appearance  of  the  bird  prove 
it  to  be  of  the  Crow  species, 

WHITE    HAWK. 

The  entire  plumage  of   this  bird   is  white, 
^  the  beak  is  black,  and  the  cere  and  legs  yellow  : 
in  shape  it  resembles  the  English  hen  Harrier, 
wliiclA  is  the  falco  cyaueus  of  Linnaeus. 

CASSOWARY. 

Tu  1-:  Cassowary  of  New  South  Wales  is  larger 
in  all  respects  than  the  well  known  bird 
called  the  Cassowarv/and  differs  so  much  even 
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in  its  shape,  as  to  incontestibly  prove  it  a  new 
species.  The  colour  is  a  dirty  brown  grey, 
inclined  a  little  to  white  on  the  belly  :  the  struc- 
ture of  the  feathers,  which  arc  uU  small,  is  like 
those  of  its  common  name-sake,  having  two 
quills  with  their  webs  arising  out  of  one  shaft; 
the  head  and  beak  resemble  the  ostrich  in 
shape  as  well  as  size  ;  the  feathers,  which  very 
thinly  cover  the  head,  are  so  small  as  to  resem- 
ble hair,  which  descends  much  thicker  down  the 
neck,  except  the  chin  and  throat,  where  it  is  so 
nearly  bare  as  to  shew  the  skin,  which  at  those 
parts  is  of  a  purple  hue  ;  its  wings  are  so  short, 
when  compared  to  the  bulk  of  the  body,  as  to 
appear  ridiculous  :  the  legs  of  this  bird  also 
present  a  very  singular  appearance,  for  the 
back  parts  of  them  are  notched  like  the  teeth 
of  a  saw,  and  it  has  three  toes,  with  strong 
black  claws. 

Hiis  truly  remarkable  bird  is  very  shy,  and, 
when  seen,  runs  with  the  speed  of  a  gre3'- 
hound  ;  its  flesh  is  good  food,  being  as  tender 
as  the  best  beef. 

CRESTED    GOATSUCKEll. 

This  genus  of  birds  are  particularly  large 
mouthed,  in  comparison  to  the  smallness  of 
their  beaks.  The  colours  of  the  Crested  Goat- 
sucker are  cinereous,  pale-brown  sprinkled  with 
white  spots  on  the  under  parts,  with  the  long 
feathers  of  the  ,tail  sprinkled  with  pale  fascia?, 
and  the  i-ibrissa?  standing  up  on  the  upper  man- 
dible like  a  crest. 
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The  name  of  Goatsucker  arose  in  conse- 
quence of  an  ancient  opinion  of  their  sucking 
goats,  &c. 

From  their  mode  of  living,  as  well  as  struc- 
ture, they  must  be  esteemed  nocturnal  swal- 
lows :  they  are  fond  of  insects  for  food,  parti- 
cularly beetles. 

ANOMALOUS    HOllNBILL. 

This  very  singular  bird  has  the  bill  of  a 
Hornbill,  the  legs  of  a  Toucan,  and  the  tongue 
of  a  Crow.  The  size  of  the  body  is  nearly  that 
of  a  Crow ;  the  bill  is  large,  and  bent  in  the 
upper  mandible  ;  the  space  round  the  eye  is  of 
a  bright  red ;  the  head,  neck,  body,  and  wings, 
are  of  a  lead  colour ;  and  the  thighs  and  tail 
have  black  markings  on  them. 

TABUAN    PARROT. 

This  Parrot  measures  in  length  eighteen 
inches ;  the  head,  neck,  and  under  parts,  are  of 
a  rich  scarlet  colour  ;  the  wings  and  upper  part 
of  the  body  are  green  ;  crossing  the  upper  parts 
of  the  wing  coverts  is  a  bar  of  yellowish  green, 
more  glossy  than  in  any  other  part ;  the  bottom 
of  the  back  and  rump  is  blue  ;  there  is  a  patch 
of  blue  at  the  lower  part  of  the  back  of  the  neck, 
dividing  the  scarlet  and  green  ;  the  tail  is  long, 
and  of  an  olive  brown  colour  ;  the  bill  is  red- 
dish, and  the  legs  nearly  black. 

The  female  is  chiefly  green.  The  under  parts, 
head,  and  neck,  olive  brown ;  belly  red  ;  rump 
blue,  upper  part  green,    and  dusky  underneath. 
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BLACK    SWAN. 

Of  this  bird*  it  is  requisite  to  say  but  little, 
as  the  reader  of  the  History  of  New  South  Wales 
can  be  no  stranger  to  it:  all  that  need  be 
said  is,  that  in  dignity  and  grace  it  is  equal  to 
the  European  Swan.  Its  colour  is  of  a  sooty 
blackness,  except  on  the  long  wing  feathers, 
which  are  white.  The  beak  is  of  a  fine  red 
colour  with  a  black  tip,  and  on  the  upper  man- 
dible is  a  spot  of  yellow.  The  native  name  of 
the  bird  is  Mulgo. 

Their  flesh  is  esteemed  even  by  those  not  na- 
lives  of  the  country. 

THE    YELLOW-EARED    FLY-CATCHER 

Is  of  a  brown  plumage,  differing  in  depth  of 
colour.  Under  each  eye  is  a  streak,  which 
growing  wider  reaches  the  ear,  and  is  of  a  iine^ 
yellow  colour  ;  the  edges  of  the  wing  feathers 
are  a  slight  yellow  :  the  under  part  of  the  bird 
is  white,  growing  dusky  about  the  chin  and 
throat ;  the  bill  is  broad  at  the  bottom,  and  of  a 
pale  colour  ;  the  tail  is  long,  and  when  spread 
seems  concave  at  the  tip  ;  the  legs  are  dusky. 
In  size,  the  Yellow-eared  Fly-catcher  of  New 
South  Wales  resembles  the  English  Martin. 

MOUNTAIN    EAGLE. 

The  Mountain  Eagle  of  New  South  Wales  is 

*  An  exact  representation  of  the  Black  Swan  is  given  in  the 
title  page. 
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a  fine'  majestic  bird,  which  stands  three  feet 
high  on  the  ground. 

The  colour  of  its  feathers  is  brown  ;  the  feet 
pale  yellow,  and  the  talons,  which  it  uses  with 
the  greatest  force*,  are  black ;  the  beak  is  of  a 
yellowish  horn  colour  ;  and  the  crest,  which  is 
constituted  by  a  few  feathers,  has  a  yellow 
sandy  appearance. 

This  bird  is  both  an  object  of  wonder  and 
fear  among  the  natives,  for  it  frequently  takes 
up  a  kangaroo,  a  dog,  or  a  sheep  ;  and  probably 
they  have  little  doubt  but  that,  if  driven  by 
hunger,  and  nothing  else  offered,  the  Moun- 
tain Eagle  would  descend  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  a  native. 

WATTLED    BEE-EATER. 

In"  size  this  bird  must  be  compared  to  tlie 
Missel  Thrush,  though  larger  in  its  proportions. 
The  colour  is  brown,  but  down  each  feather  is 
a  white  line  ;  under  each  eye  is  a  kind  of  wattle 
of  an  orange  colour  ;  the  feathers  on  the  top  of 
the  head  being  longer  than  the  rest,  give  an  ap- 
pearance of  a  crest ;  the  middle  of  the  belly  is 
yellow,  and  the  tip  of  the  tail  feathers  is 
white  :  both  legs  and  beak  are  brown. 

GOLDEN-WINGED     PIDGEON. 

Tins  bird  is  of  a  curious  species,  remarkable 

*  One  taken  by  Captain  Waterhouse,  while  on  an  excursion 
by  water,  drove  its  talons  through  a  seaman's  foot,  though  it 
lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat  with  its  feet  tied. 
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for  having  most  of  the  wing  feathers  marked 
with  a  spot  of  golden  yellow,  changing  accord- 
ing to  the  lights  in  which  it  is  viewed  to  green 
and  copper  bronze,  and  forms,  on  the  wing  be- 
ing closed,  two  bars  across.  The  bill  and  legs 
are  red  ;  the  chin  and  fore  part  of  the  head  are 
of  a  buff  colour,  and  a  streak  of  brownish  red  '  ' 
passes  each  eye  ;  the  two  middle  feathers  of  the 
tail  are  lighter  than  the  other  parts  of  plumage, 
which  inclines  to  a  dull  lead  colour,  with  a  bai' 
of  black  near  the  ends. 

PORT    JACKSON    THRUSH. 

The  top  of  the  head  is  of  blue  grey ;  the  hind 
part  of  the  neck  and  the  back  is  of  a  fine  brownj 
the  wings  and  tail  are  lead  colour;  the  under 
parts  of  the  bird  are  white,  except  part  of  the 
neck,  which  is  chocolate  ;  the  bill  is  of  a  dull 
yellow,  and  the  legs  are  brown. 

THE    EMU. 

The  Emu  of  New  South  Wales  has  by  some 
been  thought  to  resemble  the  Emu  of  India, 
and  by  others  the  Ostrich  of  Africa  ;  but  Sir  Jo- 
seph Banks  is  said  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  is 
very  similar  to  the  American  Ostrich.  It  mea- 
sures from  the  head  to  the  foot  from  seven  to  eight  ^ 
feet ;  its  general  colour  of  a  dull  red  brown  ;  on 
the  neck  is  a  short  space  of  purple  ;  the  feathers 
are  all  small,  and  a<  few  like  hairs  hang  under  , 
the  beak,  and  some  few  others  grow  erect  on 
the  top  of  the  head  ;  the  legs  are  of  a  blue  grey, 
and  the  iris  is  a  bright  red. 
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NEW   HOLLAND    CEEEPER. 

The  colours  of  this  bird  are  black  and  white  ; 
the  bill  is  pointed,  and,  like  the  legs,  dusky  ; 
the  sides,  belly,  neck  and  breast  are  streaked 
with  white,  and  over  each  eye  is  a  streak  of  the 
same  colour ;  the  sides  of  the  neck  and  part  of 
the  back  have  the  same  kind  of  markings  ;  the 
quills  and  tail  feathers  have  yellow  edges,  and 
several  of  the  outer  ones  are  spotted  within  with 
white  towards  the  tips  :  the  size  of  the  bird  is 
nearly  the  same  as  the  Nightingale. 

The  female  in  colours  resembles  the  male, 
only  they  are  not  so  bright :  it  has  no  white  on 
the  front  of  the  head,  that  colour  being  confined 
to  the  parts  round  the  cheeks  j  the  yellow  on 
the  Avings  and  tail  inclines  rather  to  an  olive 
colour :  a  rich  brown  colour  is  dispersed  over 
the  shoulders,  which  terminates  about  half  way 
down  the  back. 

The  bill,  legs,  and  indeed  the  general  form, 
of  the  female  is  considerably  stouter  than  that 
of  the  male. 

THE    KNOB-FRONTED    BEE    EATER 

,  Is  about  the  size  of  a  Blackbird  ,  the  plumage 
is  generally  brown  above  and  white  beneath  ; 
the  head  and  upper  parts  of  the  neck  are  very 
thinly  covered  with  narrow  feathers  like  hairs, 
but  the  fore  part  of  the  neck  and  breast  is  fur- 
nished with  long  ones,  pointed  at  the  ends,  and 
of  a  white  colour  ;  the  bill  is  pale,  and  about  an 
inch  in  length  ;  and  on  the  forehead,  just  at  the 


1^  ^jeCZ^^^     '^DC^'-^-:^^ 


/;,/,/,../„: J  lUc.^ii.iSu^  i,_c.\/../'.„c..-     f„lej;.<    -t.rU. 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  445 

base  of  the  bill,  is  a  short  blunt  knob  of  a 
brownish  colour,  in  length  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch :  the  tongue,  which  is  nearly  as  long  as 
the  bill,  is  bristly  at  the  end ;  the  legs  are 
brown. 

THE    GREAT    BROWN    KINg's   FISHER. 

This  bird  is  eighteen  inches  in  length  ;  the 
bill  black  above  and  white  beneath;  the  feathers 
narrow  and  long,  so  as  to  form  a  crest ;  they 
are  of  brown  colours  streaked  with  a  paler 
brown  ;  the  back  and  wings  brown  ;  the  lower 
part  of  the  back  and  rump  pale  blue-green  ; 
the  outer  edges  of  the  quills  blue  within  and 
the  tips  black  ;  on  the  wing  covert  is  a  patel  of 
glossy  blue-green  :  the  tail  is  barred  with  fer- 
ruginous and  steel  black  glossed  with  purple  ; 
the  end,  for  an  inch,  white  :  the  under  part  of 
the  body  is  white,  transversely  streaked  with 
dusty  lines  j  the  legs  are  yellow,  and  the  claws 
black. 

PENNATION    PARROT. 

Thi:  body  of  this  bird  is  crimson  ;  the'  fea- 
thers on  the  back  are  black  ;  the  chin,  throat, 
and  wings  blue,  with  a  line  of  a  paler  colour 
-down  the  middle;  the  tail  is  long  and  blue, 
with  the  ends  of  a  pale  colour. 

The  female  is  green  on  the  upper  parts  of  the 
neck  and  body,  and  a  patch  of  the  same  colour 
under  each  eye;  the  throat  and  chin  are  blue; 
the  lower  part  of  neck,  breast  and  rump  are  red  ; 
the  belly  on  the  middle  is  dusky  green  ;  the  tail 
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dark  blue  fringed  with  chesnut ;  the  other  parts 
of  the  wing  are  dark  blue. 

MOTACILLA,    OR   WARBLER. 

This  is  the  same  size  as  the  Superb  Warbler, 
to  M'hich  it  has  most  certainly  great  affinity, 
but  the  tail  is  not  cuneated  at  the  end.  The 
upper  parts  of  this  bird  are  brown,  but  very 
pale  beneath,  with  a  broad  band  of  deeper 
brown  towards  the  tip  of  the  tail, 

GREEN    PAROQUET. 

This  green  Paroquet  has  a  long  tail;,. the 
feathers  round  the  beak,  and  the  base  of  those 
in  the  tail,  are  red.  The  beak  is  of  a  brownish 
yellow ;  the  feet  are  dusky  ;  the  tail  feathers 
are  yellow,  except  at  the  base  ;  the  wing  fea- 
thers are  dusky  at  the  interior  margins. 

RED  SHOULDERED  PAROQUET. 

This  bird  is  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in 
length  ;  the  general  colour  is  a  fine  green, 
with  the  outer  edge  of  the  wing  near  the 
shoulders  blue  ;  on  the  sides  of  the  body  is  a 
patch  of  red,  and  round  the  beak  are  a  few 
feathers  of  the  same  colour ;  the  long  feathers 
of  the  wings  are  of  a  deep  blue-black,  edged 
with  yellow  ;  the  tail  is  of  a  very  deep  ferrugi- 
nous colour  towards  the  base,  but  each  feather 
is  tipt  with  blue ;  the  feet  and  bill  are  of  a  pale 
brown. 

SOUTHERN  "MOTACILLA. 

This  bird    in   size  resembles  the  Motacilla 


NEW    SOUTH    WALES.  447 

Flava  of  Linnseus,  or  yellow  water  wag-tail, 
but  is  much  stouter  made.  The  beak  is  pale, 
and  the  legs  are  brown;  the  two  middle  tail 
feathers  are  marked  with  white  at  the  ends ; 
the  general  colour  of  the  bird  is  ash-coloured 
on  the  upper  part,  and  yellow  beneath. 

SACRED   king's    FISHER. 

This  bird  is  about  the  size  of  a  thrush,  and 
measures  nearly  ten  inches  in  length  ;  the  top 
of  the  head  is  blue  and  crested ;  the  sides  of 
the  head,  and  back  part  of  it,  over  the  eye 
from  the  nostrils,  a  rusty  coloured  streak  ;  the 
chin,  middle  part  of  the  neck,  and  under  part 
of  the  belly,  buff  colour  ;  the  plumage  on  its 
upper  part  is  blue  ;  the  beginning  part  of  the 
neck  is  black,  of  which  colour  are  the  inner 
sides  of  the  tail  feathers,  the  external  parts 
only  being  blue.  The  base  of  the  under  jaw  is 
whitish ;  the  legs  are  brown. 

CRESTED  WHITE  COCKATOO. 

This  bird  is  undoubtedly  only  a  variety  of 
the  Psittacus  Cristatus  of  Linnseus,  or  large 
White  Cockatoo  :  the  beak  and  legs  are  black, 
which  indeed  seems  the  case  with  all  the  varie- 
ties ;  the  crest  is  "yellow,  as  well  as  the  under 
parts  of  the  tail  and  wings  ;  the  other  parts  are 
of  a  dusky  white.  ^ 

From  the  great  variety  of  the  feathered  tribe 
I  have  described,  and  which  are  indeed  only  a 
few  of  the  many  daily  seen,   it  will  appear  evi- 
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dent  that  New  South  Wales  is  richly  stored 
with  some  of  the  most  beautiful  works  of  the 
creation. 


SNAKES. 

BLUE    SNAKE. 

The  blue  snake  is  about  three  feet  and  a 
half  long,  coated  with  rather  large  scales.  The 
general  proportion  of  this  snake  is  nearly  the 
same  as  the  common  English  snake  styled  by 
Linnaeus  Coluber  Notrix.* 

BLACK    AND    WHITE    SNAKE. 

The  black  and  white  snake  is  very  short, 
being  only  fifteen  inches  long,  and  from  the 
head  to  the  tail  are  alternate  bars  of  black  and 
white. 

YELLOW    snake". 

The  yellow  snake  is  from  three  to  four  feet 
long,  very  slender;  its  general  colour  is  yel- 
low tawny,  with  many  irregular  indistinct 
bars  of  a  dark  brown  hue. 

BROWN    and    yellow    SNAKE. 

This  snake  is  eight  feet  long;  the  belly  is 
of  a  yellowish  colour  ;  the  other  parts  are  of  a 
dark  brown,  with  many  spots  of  dull  yellow  ; 

*  The  serpents  I  have  described  are  but  a  few  of  the  many 
which  inhabit  the  country :  none  of  these  are  poisonous,  and 
are  only  the  most  remarkable  because  the  most  beantiful. 
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the  scales  are  very  small  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  the  animal,  and  the  tail  tapers  to  the  end. 


LIZARDS. 

VARIEGATED    LIZARD. 

This  Lizard  is  so  nearly  like  the  Lacerta  Mo- 
nitor, or  Monitory  Lizard,  of  Linnseus,  as  to 
leave  hut  very  little  douht  whether  it  is  any 
thing  more  than  a  variety  of  that  species  :  the 
length  of  the  body  is  fifteen  inches,  and  the  tail, 
is  still  longer;  the  colour  is  black,  with  yellow 
spots  and  streaks  in  a  transverse  direction  ;  but 
those  parts  yellow  in  some,  are  white  in  others. 

THE    BROxiD    TAILED    LIZARD. 

This  species  is  five  inches  long,  with  a  pro- 
portionate head  ;  the  upper  part  is  beset  with 
iiumerous  tubercles,  which  in  those  parts  to- 
wards the  head  particularly  are  lengthened  into 
points  ;  the  under  part  is  of  a  pale  colour, 
neai'ly  white;  the  upper  part  is  of  a  dusky  grey 
colour,  and  very  rough :  it  has  a  depressed  lance- 
olate tail,  nearly  spiny  on  the  margin.. 

THE    SCINCORD,    OR    SCINC-FORMED    LIZARD. 

The  tail  is  considerably  longer  than  tliat  of 
the  Scincuses,  though  by  no  means  so  taper  : 
the  colour  of  this  animal  is  an  iron  grey  of  vari- 
ous shades,  in  different  "parts  appearing  like 
stripes  across  the  back,  and  tail.  Strong  scales 
cover  both  body  and  feet ;  on  each  foot  the 
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toes  are  regular,  and  in  the  same  numbers  on 
each  foot,  and  on  eacli  toe  is  a  sharp  nail.  Each 
toe  is  covered  ^^'ith  a  very  strong  coat  of 
scales. 

Directly  within  the  anterior  edge  of  the  open- 
in  2:  of  the  ear  is  a  membrane  that  covers 
nearly  one  third  of  it,  which  is  scolloped  on  the 
loose  edge  ;  the  teeth  form  a  rov/  on  both  sides 
of  each  jaw,  v/hich  increase  in  size  as  they  re- 
cede j  they  are  short  above  the  gum,  and  rounded 
off,  so  that  they  are  calculated  rather  for  bruis- 
ing and  breaking  than  cutting. 

What  renders  this  animal  remarkable,  is,  that 
it  has  two  tails  which  form  a  kind  of  fork. 

MURIGATED    LIZARD. 

The  Muricated  Lizard  is  nearly  allied  to  the 
L.  Agames  and  Calotes.  Its  length  exceeds 
^  foot ;  the  tail  is  very  long,  and  every  part  of 
the  animal  is  covered  with  scales  of  a  sharp  form, 
marked  with  a  prominent  line  on  the  surface  : 
near  the  head  these  scales  run  into  a  sort  of 
spine  ;  the  feet  are  furnished  v.ith  claws. 

The  colour  is  a  brownish  grey,  and  the  ani- 
mal on  the  upper  part  is  marked  with  dusky  bars, 
which  are  most  visible  on  the  legs  and  tail. 

RIBBONED    LIZARD. 

This  Lizard  appears  the  most  elegant  of  the 
species  ;  its  length  is  about  six  inches  and  a 
half;  its  markings  are  paralleled  lines  of  alter- 
nately black  and  white  from  the  head  to  the  base 
of  the  tail :  the  continuation  of  the  tail  is  offer- 
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ruginous  colour,  of  wliich  indeed  there  are  some 
fe"w  spots  on  the  back  ;  the  lower  parts  of  the 
body  are  of  a  pale  yellow  hue,  inclining  rather  to 
white  ;  the  tail,  which  is  long,  is  round,  and 
tapers  to  the  end; 


BLUE    FROG. 

This  curious  Frog,  which  is  of  a  fine  blue, 
has  a  number  of  greyish  specks  beneath.  It  is 
the  size  of  the  common  English  Frog  ;  it  has 
four  legs  and  feet,  with  four  toes  on  each  foot, 
and  the  toes  on  the  two  hind  feet  are  webbed. 

TH£    WHITE    JOINTED    SPIDER. 

This  Spider  is  of  a  fine  clear  chesnut  colour, 
except  on  the  body,  which  is  a  pale  brown,  with  a 
blackish  fasciae  reaching  down  about  half  way 
from  its  upper  part  r  the  eyes  are  eight  in  num- 
ber, and  placed  like  those  of  the  American  Spi- 
der :  it  has  a  curiously  lucid  surface  on  its  tho- 
rax and  legs,  the  latter  of  which  are  furnished 
with  long  spines,  and  the  animal  has  the  power 
of  either  elevating  or  depressing  at  pleasure. 
From  an  orifice  at  the  top  of  each  fang,  it  is 
evident  this  Spider  poisons  its  prey  previous  to 
finally  destroying  it. 


FISH. 

To  give  any  accurate  idea  of  all  the  finny 
inhabitants  of  the  deep  surrounding  New  South 
Wales,  is  a  task  to  be  effected  at  some  far  remote 
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period.  Little,  indeed,  is  the  infomiation  t  can 
give  on  this  head  at  present,  but  that  httle  is 
from  the  first  authority 

THE    COMPRESSED    SPARDS 

Is  about  six  inches  in  length,  of  a  silvery 
white  colour  with  a  compressed  body,  as  inti- 
mated by  its  name,  and  covered  with  scales  of  a 
moderate  size. 

CYPRINACEOUS    LABRUS. 

This  Fish,  which  is  termed-  Labrus  Corporc 
Albescente,  or  the  Labrus  with  a  whitish  body, 
is  only  about  six  inches  in  length,  with  large 
scales. 

DOUBTFUL    LOPHIUS. 

The  Doubtful  Lophius  is  about  six  inches 
long,  and  of  a  very  deep  brown  colour,  nearly 
black  :  the  mouth,  which  is  very  wide,  is  fur- 
nished with  several  rows  of  teeth,  both  slender 
and  sharp  ;  the  browni  on  the  belly  is  paler  than 
that  on  the  back  considerably. 

BALISTES    GRANULATA.  , 

This  fish  has  atwo-spined  anterior  dorsal  fin, 
and  the  body  covered  with  granules,  and  is  al- 
lied to  the  Balistes  Papillosus  of  Linnasus.  The 
body  is  of  an  ash  colour  ;  the  thorax  proceeds 
to  a  sacculus  beneath,  and  the  fish,  on  the 
whole,  forms  a  singular  appearance. 
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THE    LONG    SPINED    CHEiETODOISr. 

This  seems  to  be  a  new,  and  is  undoubt- 
edly a  very  elegant,  species  of  the  Cheactodon, 
having  seven  black  stripes  on  the  body  and 
six  spines  on  the  dorsal  fin  :  in  length  it  is  four 
inches ;  the  colour  is  a  silvery  white,  rather 
darker  on  the  back,  on  Avhich  part  it  has  a 
bluish  tinge. 

SOUTHERN    COTTUS. 

The  specific  character  of  this  fish  must  be 
satisfiictory  ;  it  is  termed  the  Whitish  Cottus, 
with  aculeated  head  ;  body  marked  with  trans- 
verse livid  band  i  and  its  length  is  from  four 
to  six  inches.     ■ 

FASCIATED    MULLET. 

This  fish  is  of  a  pale  yellowish  colour,  marlc- 
ed  with  lonsfitudinal  brown  bands  of  five  inches 
in  length,  and  covered  with  large  scales. 


BOTANY. 

As  to  do  justice  to  merit  should  ever  be  the 
object  of  an  author,  I  shall,  out  of  respect  to 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  first  describe  those  produc- 
tions of  nature,  Avhich,  from  the  same  cause, 
Linnseus  has  named  Banksia. 

Four  sorts  of  Banksia  are  described  in  the 
Supplementum  Plantarum  of  Linnaeus,  of, which 
the  Banksia  Serrata  is  the  principal. 
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BANKSIA    SERRATA. 

This  is  the  most  stately  of  the  genus  :  its 
trunk  is  thick  and  rugged.  Leaves  alternate, 
standing  thick  about  the  ends  of  the  branches 
on  short  footstalks,  narrow,  obtuse,  strongly 
serrated,  smooth  and  of  a  bright  green  colour 
above,  beneath  opaque  and  whitish,  with  a 
strong  rib  running  through  their  middle.  A 
very  large  cylindrical  spike  of  flowers  termi- 
nates each  branch.  Most  of  the  flowers  are 
abortive,  a  few  only  in  eacli  spike  producing 
ripe  seed.  The  form  of  the  capsules  may  be 
understood  from  the  figure,  which  represents  a 
whole  spike  in  front,  about  a  quarter  the  natural 
size.  The  capsules  are  covered  with  thick 
down.  The  plant,  when  it  is  in  flower,  shews 
the  curved  position  in  which  the  style  is  held  by 
the  corolla ;  the  increase  of  the  former  in 
length  being  greater  and  more  rapid  than  that  of 
the  latter.  ^ 

BANKSIA    PYRIFORMIS. 

This  species  was  unknown  to  Linnaeus  ;  and 
Gaertner  has  given  no  specific  character  of  it. 
It  is,  however,  the  Banksia  with  solitary  flowers, 
ovate  downy  capsules,  and  lance-shaped  entire 
smooth  leaves. 

The  capsules  are  larger  than  in  any  other 
known  species.  In  the  figure  they  are  repre- 
sented considerably  smaller  than  the  life. 
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BANKSIA    GIBBOSA, 

Or  Banksia  with  solitary  flowers  ;  ovate,  tu- 
mid, rugged  capsules ;  and  cylindrical 
leaves. 

The  leaves  are  very  peculiar,  being  perfectly 
cylindrical,  about  two  inches  long  and  one  line 
in  diameter,  pale  green,  and  smooth. 

THE    PEPPERMINT    TREE. 

This  tree  grows  to  the  height  of  more  than 
an  hundred  feet,  and  is  above  thirty  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. The  bark  is  very  smooth,  like 
that  of  the  poplar.  The  younger  branches  are 
long  and  slender,  angulated  near  the  top,  but 
as  they  grow  older  the  angles  disappear.  Their 
bark  is  smooth,  and  of  a  reddish  brown.  The 
leaves  are  alternate,  lanceolate,  pointed,  very 
entire,  smooth  on  both  sides,  and  remarkably 
unequal,  or  oblique,  at  their  base  ;  the  veins 
alternate,  and  not  very  conspicuous.  The 
whole  surface  of  both  sides  of  the  leaves  is 
marked  with  numerous  minute  resinous  spots,  in 
which  the  essential  oil  resides.  The  footstalks 
are  about  half  an  inch  in  length,  round  on  the 
under  side,  angular  above,  quite  smooth.  The 
flowers  grow  in  clusters,  from  six  to  eight  in 
each,  sessile  and  conglomerated.  These  clus- 
ters are  supported  on  angular  alternate  foot- 
stalks, which  form  a  kind  of  panicle.  Each 
capsule  is  about  the  size  of  an  hawthorn  berry, 
globular,  but,  as  it  were,  cut  off  at  the  top, 
rugged  on  the  outside,  hard  and  woody,  and  of 
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a  dark  brown  colour.  At  the  top  Is  a  large  ori- 
fice, which  shews  the  internal  part  of  the  cap- 
sule divided  into  four  cells,  and  having  a  square 
column  in  the  center,  from  which  the  parti- 
tions of  the  cell  arise.  These  partitions  extend 
to  the  rim  of  the  capsule,  and  tcrmijiate  in  four 
small  projections,  which  look  like  the  teeth  of 
a  calyx.  The  seeds  are  numerous,  small,  and 
angular. 

The  name  of  Peppermint  Tree  was  given  to 
this  plant  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  White,  on  ac, 
count  of  the  very  great  resemblance  betlveen 
the  essential  oil  drawn  from  its  leaves  and? that 
obtained  from  the  Peppermint  which  grows  in 
England.  This  oil  was  found  by  Mr.  White 
to  be  much  more  efficacious  in  removing  all 
.cholicky  complaints  than  that  of  the  English 
peppermint,  which  he  attributes  to  its  being 
less  pungent  and  more  aromatic. 

,"  This  tree  appears,"  says  Mr.  White,  "  to 
be  undoubtedly  of  the  same  genus  with  that  cul- 
tivated in  some  green-houses  in  England,  M'hich 
Mv.  L'Hcritier  has  described  in  his  Scrtum  An- 
glicum  by  the  name  of  Eucalyptus  ohllqiiay 
though  it  is  commonly  called  in  the  gardens 
Metrosider^os  obliqua;  but  wc  dare  not  assert  it 
to  be  the  same  species,  nor  can  this  point  be 
determined  till  the  flowers  and  every  part  of 
both  be  seen  and  compared  :  wq  have  compared 
the  best  specimens  we  could  procure  of  each, 
and  find  no  specific  difference.  The  Eucatyp- 
tus  obliqua  has,  when  dried,  an  aromatic  flavour 
somewhat  similar  to  our  plant.     We  have  re* 
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ftiarked,  indeed,  innutnerable  minute  white 
spots,  besides  the  resinous  ones,  on  both  sur- 
faces of  the  leaves  in  some  specimens  of  the 
garden  plant,  which  are  not  to  be  seen  in  ours, 
and  the  branches  of  the  former  are  rough,  with 
small  scaly  tubercles.  But  how  far  these  afe 
constant  we  cannot  tell.  The  obliquity  in  the 
leaves,  one  side  being  shorter  at  the  base  than 
the  otlier,  as  M^ell  as  somewhat  narrower  all  the 
way  up,  as  in  the  Begonia  nitida  of  the  Hortus 
Kewensis,  is  remarkable  in  both  plants." 

TEA    TREE    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 
MELALEUCA  ?  j^gpRINERVIA. 

This  is  a  small  shrub,  very  much  branched. 
The  bark  full  of  longitudinal  fissures,  and  ea- 
"sily  separated  from  the  branches.  Leaves  on 
short  footstalks,  alternate,  lanceolate,  pointed, 
entire,  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length, 
smooth  on  both  sides,  marked  with  three  lon- 
gitudinal ribs,  and  reticulated  with  transverse 
veins ;  they  are  also  full  of  resinous  spots,  the 
scat  of  an  aromatic  essential  oil.  It  most  nearly 
approaches  the  Leptospcrmum  virgatum  of 
Forster,  referred  by  the  younger  LinnseuSj 
perhaps  improperly,  to  Melaleuca ;  at  least  it 
may  safely  be  determined  to  belong  to  the  same 
genus  with  the  Melaleuca  virgata  Linn.  Supp.. 
though  a  distinct  species.  The  specific,  dif- 
fcrence  between  them  is,  that  the  leaves  of  this 
plant  have  three  ribs,  whereas  M.  virgata  has 
leaves     perfectly    destitute   of  ribs    or    veins, 
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Hence  ft  is  judged  the  figure  and  description 
ofRumpbius,  Herb.  Amboin.  V.  2.  t.  18.  to 
belong  ratlier  to  tliis  Tea  Tree,  than  to  M.  vir- 
gata ;  and,  if  this  conjecture  be.  right,  the 
plants  are  still  further  distinguished  by  the  in- 
florescence, which  in  M.  virgata  is  an  umbel, 
whereas  in  the  figure  above  mentioned  the  flow 
ers  are  solitary. 

SWEET    TEA    PLANT. 

This  is  a  tree  or  shrub,  from  whose  leaves  it 
is  judged  to  belong  to  the  genus  ofSmilax, 
The  leaves  are  about  two  inches  long,  ovato- 
lanceolate,  pointed,  entire,  marked  with  three 
longitudinal  ribs,  and  many  transverse  elevated 
veins,  smooth  and  shining  above,  glaucous 
beneath,  with  a  thick  cartilaginous  edge  of  the 
substance  of  the  ribs.  The  leaves  have  the 
taste  of  liquprice  root  accompanied  with  bitter* 
They  make  a  kind  of  tea,  not  unpleasant  to  the 
taste,  and  good  for  the  scurvy.  The  plant  pro- 
mises much  in  the  last  respect,  from  its  bitter 
as  atonic,  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  saccharine 
matter  it  contains. 

THE     RED    GUM    TREE. 

This  is  a  very  large  and  lofty  tree,  much  ex- 
ceeding the  English  oak  in  size.  The  wood  is 
extremely  brittle,  and,  from  the  large  quantity 
of  resinous  gum  which  it  contains,  is  of  little 
use  but  for  firewood.  The  flowers  grow  in 
little  clusters,  or  rather  umbels,  about  ten"  in 
each,  and  every  flower  has  a  proper  partial  foot- 
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stalk,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length, 
besides  the  general  one.  The  general  footstalk 
is  remarkably  compressed,  and  the  partial  ones 
are  so  in  some  degree.  The  flowers  are  yellow- 
ish, and  of  a  singular  structure.  The  calyjc,. 
is  hemispherical,  perfectly  entire  in  the  margin, 
and  afterwards  becomes  the  capsule.  On  the 
top  of  the  calyx,  rather  within  the  margin, 
stands  a  conical  pointed  cal}ptra,  which  is  of 
the  same  colour  with  the  calyx,  and  about  as 
long  as  that  and  the  footstalk  taken  together. 
This  calj'ptra,  which  is  the  essential  mark  of 
the  genus,  and  differs  from  that  of  the  Euca- 
lyptus obliqua  of  L'Heritier  only  in  being  co- 
nical and  acute,  instead  of  hemispherical,  is 
perfectly  entire,  and  never  splits  or  divides, 
though  it  is  analogous  to  the  corolla  of  other 
plants.  When  it  is  removed,  a  great  number  of 
red  stamina  are  seen  standing  in  a  conical 
mass,  which,  before  the  calypta  is  taken  off, 
are  completely  covered  by  it,  and  filled  in  the 
inside.  The  antherce  ^re  small  and  red.  In 
the  centre  of  these  stamina  is  a  single  style  or 
pointal,  rising  a  little  above  them,  and  termi- 
nated by  a  blunt  stigma.  The  stamina  are  very 
resinous  and  aromatic.  They  are  inserted  into 
the  margin  of  the  calyx,  so  that  the  genus  is 
properly  placed  by  Mr.  L'Heritier  in  the  class 
Icosandria.  These  stamina  and  style  being 
removed,  and  the  germeii  cut  across  about  the 
middle  of  the  calyx,  it  appears  to  be  divided 
into  three  cells,  each  containing  the  rudiments 
of  one  or  more  seeds. 
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On  making  incisions  in  the  trunk  of  this 
tree,  large  quantities  of  red  resinous  juice  are 
obtained,  sometimes  even  more  than  sixty  gal- 
lons from  a  single  tree.  When  this  juiQe  is 
dried,  it  becomes  a  very  powerfully  astringent 
gum-resin,  of  a  red  colour,  much  resembling 
that  known  in  the  shops  by  the  name  of  kino, 
and,  for  all  medical  purposes,  fully  as  effica-^ 
cious.  Mr.  White  administered  it  to  a  great 
number  of  patients  in  the  dysentery,  which 
prevailed  much  soon  after  the  landing  of  the 
convicts,  and  in  no  -one  instance  found  it  to 
fail.  This  gum-resin  dissolves  almost  entirely 
in  spirit  of  wine,  to  which  it  gives  a  bloodr 
red  tincture.  Water  dissolves  about  one-sixth 
part  only,  and  the  watery  solution  is  of  a  bright 
red.  Both  these  solutions  are  powerfully 
astringent. 

THE     YELLOW    RESIN    TREE. 

This  is   about  the  size  of  an  English  walnut 
tree.     Its  trunk  grows  pretty  straight  for  about 
fourteen  or  sixteen  feet,  after  which  it  branches 
out  into  long  spiral  leaves,   whiclv  hang  down 
on  all  sides,   and  resemble  those  of  the  larger 
kinds  of  grass  or  sedge.     From  the  centre  of 
thehead  of  leaves  arises  a  single  footstalk,  eight- 
een  or  twenty  feet  in  height,  perfectly  straight 
and  erect,   very  much    resembling    the   sugar 
cane,  and  terminating  in  a  spike  of  a   spiral 
form,  not  unlike  an  ear  of  v/heat.  .  This  large 
stem  or  footstalk  is  used  by  the  natives  for  mak- 
ing spears  and  fish  gigs,   being  pointed  with  the 
teeth  offish  or  other  animals. 
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But  the  most  valuable  produce  of  this  plant 
seems  to  be  Jts  resin,  the  properties  of  which 
vie  with  those  of  the  most  fragrant  balsams. 
This  resin  exudes  spontaneously  from  the 
trunk;  the  more  readily,  if  incisions  are 'made 
in  its  bark.  It  is  of  a  yellow  Colour;  fluid  at 
first,  but,  being  inspissated  in  the  sun,  it  ac- 
quires a  solid  form.  Burnt  on  hot  coals,  it 
emits  a  smell  very  niuch  resemblino;  that  of  a 
mixture  of  balsam  of  Tolu  and  benzoin,  some- 
what approaching  to  storax.  It  is  perfectly  so- 
luble in  spirit  of  wine,  but  not  in  water,  nor 
even  in  essential  oil  of  turpentine,  unless  it  be 
digested  in  a  strong  heat.  The  varnish  which 
it  makes  with  either  is  very  weak,  and  of  little 
use.  With  respect  to  its  medicinal  qualities, 
Mr.  White  has  found  it,  m  many  cases,  a  good 
pectoral  medicine^  and  very  balsamic.  It  is 
not  obtainable  in  so  great  abundance  as  the 
red  gum  produced  by  the  Eucalyptus  resinifera. 

Thus  having  described  the  principal  na.tural 
productions,  I  shall  resume  the  history  of  the 
country ;  as  to  notice  the  endless  variety  of 
flowers,  &c.  &c.  would  exceed  the  limits  of  my 
plan,  or  indeed  my  wish. 


It  will  appear  in  the  sequel  that  the  improve- 
ment of  the  colony  ^ras  not  in  that  state  of  for- 
M'ardness  that  might  have  been  wished  ;  and 
that  it  probably  sustained  no  small  loss  by  the 
removal  of  the  Governor,  Colonel  Collins,  who 
^ied  at  Van  Dicmen's  Land  in  March  1810. 

Col.  David  Collins  was  the  eldest  son  of  Gen. 
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Arthur  Tooker  Collins,  and  Harriet  Frascr,  of 
Pack,  in  the  King's  county,  Ireland,  and  grandv 
son  of  Arthur  Collins,  Esq.  author  of  the  Peer- 
age of  England,  &c.  He  M'as  born  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1756,  and  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marshall,  Miister  of 
the  Grammar  School  at  Exeter,  where  his  father 
resided.  In  1770  he  was  appointed  lieutenant 
in  the  Marines  ;  and,  in  1772,  waa  with  the  late 
Admiral  M 'Bride,  in  the  Southampton  frigate, 
when  the  unfortunate  Matilda  Queen  of  Den- 
mark was  rescued  from  the  dangers  that  awaited 
her  by  the  energy  of  the  British  government^ 
and  conveved  to  a  place  of  safety  in  the  king 
her  brother's  Hanoverian  dominions.  On  that 
occasion  he  commanded  the  guard  that  received 
her  Majesty,  and  had  the  honour  of  kissing  her 
hand.  In  1 115,  he  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
Hill ;  in  which  the  first  battalion  of  Marines,  to 
which  he  belonged,  so  signally  distinguished  it- 
self, having  its  commanding  officer,  the  gallant 
Major  Pitcairne,  and  a  great  many  officers  and 
men,  4:illed  in  storming  the  redoubt,  besides  a 
very  large  proportion  of  wounded.  In  1777, 
he  was  Adjutant  of  the  Chatham  Division ;  and, 
in  1782,  Captain  of  Marines  on  board  the  Cou- 
rageux,  of  74  guns,  commanded  by  the  late  Lord 
Mulgrave,  and  participated  in  the  partial  action 
that  took  place  with  the  enemy's  fleet,  when 
Lord  Howe  relieved  Gibraltar.  Picduced  to 
half-pay  at  the  peace  of  1782,  he  resided  at  Ro- 
chester, in  Kent  (having' previously  married  an 
American  ladj^,  who  survives  him,  but  without 
issue);  and,  on  its  being  determined  to  found  a 
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colonyj  by  sending  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  he 
was  appointed  Jndge  Advocate  to  the  intended 
settlement,  and  in  that  capacity  sailed  with  Go- 
vernor Philip  in  May  1/87  (who  moreover  ap- 
pointedhimhissecretary),  which  situation  he  fill- 
ed with  the  greatest  crey^it  to  himself  and  advan- 
tage to  the  Colony,  until  his  return  to  England 
in  1797.  The  History  of  the  Settlement,  which 
he  soon  after  published,  followed  by  a  second 
volume,  a  work  abounding  with  information, 
highly  interesting,  and  written  with  the  utmost 
simplicity,  will  be  read  and  referred  to  as  a  book 
of  authority,  as  long  as  the  Colony  exists  whose 
name  it  bears.  The  appointment  of  Judge  Ad- 
vocate, however,  proved  eventually  injurious  to 
his  real  interests.  While  absent,  he  had  been 
passed  over  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  be  put 
on  full  pay  ;  nor  was  he  permitted  to  return  to 
England  to  reclaim  his  rank  in  the  corps :  nor 
could  he  ever  obtain  any  effectual  redress,  but 
was  afterwards  compelled  to  come  in  as  a  junior 
captain  of  the  corps,  though  with  his  proper  rank 
in  the  army.  The  difference  this  made  in  re- 
gard to  his  promotion  was,  that  he  died  a  cap- 
tain instead  of  a  colonel-commandant,  his  rank 
in  the  army  being  merely  brevet.  He  had  then 
the  mortification  of  finding  that,  after  ten  years' 
distinguished  service  in  the  infancy  of  a  colony, 
and  to  the  sacrifice  of  every  real  comfort,  his 
only  reward  had  been  the  loss  of  many  years* 
rank,  a  vital  injury  to  an  officer.  A  remark 
which  his  wounded  feelings  wrung  from  him  at 
the  close  of  the  second  volume  of  his  History 


464  HlSTOIlY    Of 

of  the  Settlement,  appears  to  have  awakened 
the  sympathy  of  those  in  power;  and  he  Avas, 
ahnost  immediately  after  its  publication,  offer- 
ed the  government  of  the  projected  Settlement 
on  Van  Diemen's  Land,  which  he  accepted,  and 
sailed  once  more  for  th<4Jt  quarter  of  the  globe, 
where  he  founded  his  new  colony  ;  struggled 
with  great  difficulties,  which  he  overcame  ;  and^ 
after  remaining  there  eight  years,  was  enjoying 
the  flourishing  state  his  exertions  had  produced, 
when  he  died  suddenly,  after  a  few  days'  con- 
finement from  a  slight  cold,  on  the  24th  March, 
1810.  His  person  was  remarkably  handsome, 
and  his  manners  extremely  prepossessing;  while 
to  acultivated  understanding,  and  an  early  fond- 
ness for  the  Belles  Lettres,  he  joined  the  most 
cheerful  and  social  disposition.  Plow  he  was 
esteemed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  over 
which  he  presided,  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
in  s^  extract  of  a  letter  announcing;  his  decease. 
By  the  death  of  Col.  Collins  "  this  Colony  has 
sustained  a  loss  it  will  take  a  number  of  years 
to  get  over.  I  have  known  and  served  with 
him  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  Colony; 
and,  when  I  speak  the  feelings  of  my  heart  on 
this  melancholy  occasion,  I  am  sure  that  it  is 
not  my  single  voice,  but  that  of  every  depart- 
ment whatsoever  in  the  Settlement,  who,  with 
the  most  heartfelt  regret,  universally  acknow- 
ledge him  to  have  been  the  father  and. friend 
of  all." 
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CHAP.   xir. 

-O.T  the  commencement  of  the  Century,  it  would 
ibe  indeed  fortunate  if  the  colony  had  heen  esta- 
blished sufficiently  to  have  placed  a  probahility  of 
Ss'-ant  at  defiance,  but  this  was  by  no  means  the 
case ;  for  the  salt  provisions  even  in  store  at  the 
beginliing  of  the  year  1801  M'^re  found  to  be  so 
short,  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  a  vessel  to 
Otaheite,  for  the  purpose  of  salting  pork  for  the 
use  of  the  colony  -,  but  an  obstacle  of  the  greatest 
importance  iii  such  an  undertaking  prevented  its 
being  immediatel}'  put  into  execution ;  namely, 
there  was  no  salt  to  send  for  the  purpose  wanted 
in  the  colony ;  providentially,  however,  a  vessel 
put  in  to  Port  Jackson  from  tl^.-e  Cape  Verde 
Islands,  of  the  master  of  which  the  GovfS'nor  was 
enabled  to  purchase  a  qu^iutity,  amounting  to 
iieavly  fifteen  tons  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  a 
ship  was  dispatched,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Scott,  completely  equipped,  and  furnished  with 
tvety  requisite  instruction,  to  effect  the  object 
of  his  mission,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  he  took 
a  letter  from  the  Governor  to  Pomarre,  the  King 
of  Otaheite,  earnestly  requesting  him  to  afford 
J\lr.  Scott  every  protection  and  assistance  in  his 
power,  to 'forward  the  completion  of  the  business 
for  which  he  was  sent ;  for  the  Governor  was  per- 
fectly aware,  that,  although  provisions  might  be 
_sent  out  from  England  for  the  use  of  the  settle- 
ments, yet  accidents  might  retard  or  prevent  their 
12''^'  3  o 
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reaching  New  South  Wales  by  the  time  those  in 
the  stores  were  expended.  In  addition  to  this 
request  to  the  King  of  Otaheite,  the  Governor 
urged  particularly,  that  the  missionaries  residing 
at  that  place  might  receive  every  attention,  and 
endeavoured  to  convince  Pomarre  that  his  ma- 
jesty would,  by  the  good  conduct  shewn  to  these 
people,  judge  of  those  of  Otaheite.  But  probably 
Mr.  Scott  took  with  him  far  more  powerful  argu- 
ments than  those  in  the  Governor's  letter,  being 
accompanied  by  a  plentiful  assortment  of  yellow 
and  red  cloths,  knives,  shirts,  tomahawks,  axes, 
jackets,  scissars,  &c.  &c.  for  the  people  in  ge- 
neral, and  for  his  Majesty  of  Otaheite,  who  was 
known  to  be  by  no  means  averse  to  presents.  Mr. 
Scott  was  furnished  with  a  mantle  and  other 
dresses,  ornamented  with  feathers,  six  muskets 
and  ammunition,  and,  thus  equipped,  could  not 
well  fail  of  success:  and  well  indeed  would  it  be  if 
objects  of  as  much  national  advantage  could  be 
procured  from  all  nations,  as  that  for  the  liberty 
of  salting  provisions  at  Otaheite  was  to  New  South 
Wales,  at  the  expense  of  so  small  a  present. 

Lest,  however,  any  accident  should  happen, 
the  Governor  forwarded  instructions  to  Norfolk 
Island,  for  salting  all  the  provisions  that  could 
|)y  any  means  be  spared  for  the  settlers,  convicts, 
&c.  at  Sydney. 

The  Givernor,  ever  anxious  to  prevent  any 
want  falling  on  the  inhabitants,  had  entered  into 
a  contract  with  a  merchant  in  India  for  a  cargo 
of  cattle  and  rice,  fully  satisfied,  that,  from  the 
period  of  its  arrival,  the  country  would    be  uu- 
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questionably  competent  to  supply  its  own  wants, 
as  far  as  related  to  grain  and  cattle  at  least,  as  the 
stock  of  cattle  was  now  become  very  considerable, 
even  independent  of  the  wild  cattle  in  the  woods  ; 
and  the  promising  crops  of  grain  now  seemed  enough 
to  defy  any  prospect  of  want  when  gathered. 

The  cattle  in  the  woods  were  now  to  be  esteemed 
seriously  increased ;  inasmuch  that,  from  the 
power  of  their  numbers  and  additional  furiosity, 
all  attempts  to  take  them  alive  were  become  dan- 
gerous, and  indeed  almost  absurd;  and,  as  they 
had  strayed  to  the  western  mountains^  they  had 
gained  nearly  inaccessible  retreats.  Thus  situated, 
it  is  by  no  means  improbable  but  they  may  at  no 
very  distant  period  become  objects  of  pleasure  in  the 
pursuit,  and  by  their  eventual  deaths  furnish  a 
constant  supply  of  food  for  the  settlements ;  and 
certainly,  in  a  chase  of  this  kind,  far  more  real 
pleasure  may  be  found  than  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
timid  hare,  which,  even  when  taken,  can  scarcely 
serve  half  a  dozen  persons  for  a  single  meal. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1801,  his  Majesty's  birth- 
day was  celebrated  with  additional  marks  of  dis- 
tinction, as  intelligence  had  been  received  of  the 
union  of  England  and  Ireland  ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  on  that  occasion,  the  union  standard  was 
unfurled  for  the  first  time  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  the  Irish  in  confinement  were  set  at  liberty. 

The  live  stock  belonging  to  individuals  in  June 
1801,  was 

Hogs.         Goats.         Sheep.         Cattle.         Horses. 
4766  1259         '6269  362  211 

On  the  12th  of  June,   arrived  the  Earl  Corn- 
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wallis  with  convicts  and  stores,  after  a  quick  and 
•prosperous  voyage. 

By  a  return  made  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  set- 
tlement, it  appeared  that,  on  the  30th  of  June, 
there  were  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  eight 
persons  under  the  authority  of  government,  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-one  of  whom  were  at  Norfolk 
Island ;  and  of  the  good  state  of  health  univer- 
sally enjoyed  a  competent  opinion  may  be  formed, 
as  only  one  hundred  and  eighteen  were  on  the  sick 
list. 

The  live  stock,  the  property  of  government,  in 
August  amounted  to,  of 

Horses.  Sheep«  Cattle. 

32  488  931 

And  the  ground  in  cultivation,  the  property  of 
government  and  individuals,  amounted  to  the  fol- 
lowing numbers  of  acres  only  in  wheat  and  maize: 


Acres  of  Wheat.         Acres  of  Maize, 

'    The  property  of  Government 4()7  300 

Individuals 48574  3564 

Total .53241  3864  ' 

The  brig  Lady  Nelson,  of  only  60  tons  bur- 
then, commanded  by  Lieut.  Grant,  arrived,  with- 
out meeting  with  any  accident,  in  December  180L 
Her  commander,  perfectly  acquainted  with  her 
good  qualities,  made  the  land  in  latitude  38°  00' 
South,  coasting  for  some  distance  toward  the  East- 
ward, and  sailing  through  Bass  Strait,  in  his  way 
to  Port  Jackson. 

In  this  passage  of  the  Lady  Nelson  through 
the  Strait  nothing  new  M^as  added  to  the  disco- 
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Veries  previously  made  by  Capt.  Flinders  and  Mr. 
Bass,  in  the  Norfolk,  except  that  of  having  made 
the  land  about  four  degrees  further  to  the  West- 
"vvard  than  seen  by  those  gentleman. 

A  serious  accident  happened  by  a  fire,  which 
consumed  a  stack  that  contained  1000  busliels  of 
grain,  the  property  of  an  individual ;  and  though 
there  was  every  reason  to  suspect  that  it  was 
occasioned  by  some  incendiary,  it  could  not  be 
discovered  5  and  indeed  it  was  very  difficult  to  form 
an  idea,  v/ith  any  degree  of  certainty,  whether  it 
Was  effected  by  a  native  or  one  of  our  own  people^ 
as  the  former  were  continually  receiving  what  they 
deemed  sufficient  cause  for, the  commission  of  every 
depredation,  and  too  many  of  the  latter  were  ever 
ready  to  commit  any  vileness,  without  any  provo- 
cation v/hatever. 

Unfortanatel}^,  however,  tlie  natural  ignorance 
of  the  natives,  and  the  refined  iniquity  of  the 
convicts,  were  not  the  only  obstacles  the  colony 
had  to  encoiinter ;  neither  was  the  occasional  in- 
tense heat  to  which  the  country  was  subject  ;  for 
another  overflow  of  the  Hawkesbury  inundated 
the  country,  and  destroyed  the  farms  and  property 
of  the  settlers,  who  now  abandoned  themselves  to 
despair,  and  quitted  their  possessions. 

Thus  the  close  of  the  year  1801,  and  the  open- 
ing of  1802,  afford  little  or  no  variety  to  the  ge- 
neral routine  of  occurrences  which  daily  pass  in 
all  settled  countries,  except  that  New  South  Wales 
is,  and  I  fear  ever  will  be,  while  a  receptacle  for 
convicts,  more  particularly  marked  by  a  repetition 
of  crimes  and  punishments  than  any  quarter  of  the 
globe. 
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The  natives  have  now  nearly  ceased  giving  any- 
material  trouble  to  the  colonists,  unless  aggra- 
vated, and  in  such  cases  they  will  seek  their  own 
inodes  of  redress  as  long  as  they  exist  in  their 
savage  state  of  nature,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  the  causes  which  stimulate  them  will 
never  cease. 

The  Lady  Nelson  brig  having  been  in  Bass 
Strait,  surveyed  Western  Port,  and  found  a  very 
good  harbour.  She  also  went  in  company  with 
the  Francis  schooner  to  Hunter  river,  where  they 
took  in  between  them  45  tons  of  coal,  which  were 
exchanged  with  the  master  of  the  Cornwallis  for 
a  quantity  of  nails  and  iron^  articles  of  which  the 
colonists  stood  in  the  greatest  need,  and  thus  the 
natural  produce  of  the  country  contributed  to  its 
wants  for  the  first  time. 

As  the  Francis  was  now  nearly  worn  out,  the 
Governor  purchased  a  vessel  called  the  Harbinger, 
to  go  to  and  from  Norfolk  Island ;  the  service  of 
the  Porpoise,  which  had  for  some  time  been  used, 
being  required  for  longer  voyages.  The  Supply, 
though  long  since  condemned,  was  fitting  up  as  a 
hulk  for  incorrigible  convicts;  for  though  unfit 
for  every  other  purpose,  it  might  still  be  thus  em- 
ployed, and  be  the  means  of  affording  another  op- 
portunity to  the  numerous  still  offending  inhabit- 
ants of  the  country  to  return  to  a  proper  line  of 
conduct,  who,  it  is  even  still  to  be  lamented,  con- 
tinue equally  unmoved,  either  by  the  fear  of  pu- 
nishment or  the  hope  of  reward.  Careless  alike  to 
the  pain  of  the  former  or  the  pleasures  of  the 
latter,  they  follow  the  dictates  of  their  own  vile 
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inclinations  ;  and,  if  impeded  by  the  arm  of  justice, 
they  suffer  the  inflicted  sentence  with  that  hard- 
ened bravado  which  represses  every  sensation  of 
that  pity  which  is  an  honour  to  human  nature, 
when  called  forth  into  action  by  objects  deserving 
commiseration.  This  reflection,  perhaps,  bears 
more. strongly  on  my  mind,  having  been  this  day 
favoured,  by  an  officer  of  distinction,  with  the 
very  interesting  though  dreadful  narrative  of  facts 
relative  to  the  sufferings  of  several  persons  who 
sailed  with  Mr.  Bampton  in  the  Shah  Hormuzear, 
on  the  19th  of  April  1793,  in  company  with  the^ 
Chesterfield,*  and  I  know  no  better  way  of  stating 
the  horrid  affair  than  in  the  words  of  the  narra- 
tive : 

*'  On  the  29th  of  June  1793,  an  island  was  dis- 
covered from  on  board  the  Shah  Hormuzear,  then 
in  company  with  the  Chesterfield,  in  latitude  9°, 
28'.  S.  and  146^  51'.  E.  longitude,  by  good  obser- 
vation. This  new  discovered  land  is  called  Tate's 
Island,  in  honour  of  Mr.  Tate,  of  Bombay. 

**  On  the  1st  of  July,  the  ships  anchored  in 
nine  fathom  water,  about  twelve  miles  to  the 
Eastward  of  Tate's  Island  ;  M'hen  it  was  proposed 
by  Capt.  Bampton,  of  the  Hormuzear,  to  send  a 
boat  from  each  ship  to  sound  two  reefs  of  rocks, 
extending  to  the  Northward  from  the  North  point 
of  the  Southward  from  the  South  point. 

"The  boats  were  accordingly  dispatched  ;  and 
when  they  had  approached  within  about  half  a 
mile  of  the  island,  they  perceived  that  the  island 
was  inhabited. 

*  Vide  page  117- 
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"  The  natives  made  signs  to  the  seamen  to  comd 
ashore ;  but  the  clay  being  thenfar  advanced,  and  not 
having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion in  case  they  were  attacked,  they  thought  it 
most  prudent  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  back 
to  the  ships, 

"When  the  natives  saw  they  were  about  to  re- 
turn, many  of  them  leaped  into  the  water  and 
swam  after  the  boats,  while  others  of  them  launched 
two  or  three  canoes,  and  soon  came  up  v/ith  them. 
They  bartered  bows,  arrows,  and  spears,  for  small 
penknives,  beads,  &c.  Some  of  the  natives  Avent 
afterwards  on  board  the  ships,  and  traded  there  in 
the  same  articles. 

''They  are  a  stout  well-made  people,  woolly- 
lieaded,  and  in  stature  resemble  the  description 
given  of  the  New  Guineas,  as  well  as  in  com- 
plexion. They  appeared  to  be  humane  and  hospi^ 
table  people,    from  their  behaviour  while  on  boards 

*'  After  they  had  left  the  Hormuzear,  it  was 
perceived  that  they  had  stolen  a  hatchet,  and 
several  small  articles,  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, as  it  is  common  amongst  most  savages. 

*'  On  the  2d  of  July,  it  was  proposed  by  Cap- 
tains Bampton  and  Holt  to  man  one  boat  from  the 
two  ships,  and  send  her  ashore,  to  see  if  there  waa 
any  Avater  to  be  had,  and  also  for  a  party  to  go  up 
to  the  highest  point  of  the  island,  to  see  how  far 
the  land  extended  to  the  M^estward,  as  the  ships 
were  then  looking  out  for  Forest's  Streights* 

"  Mr.  Shaw,  chief  officer  of  the  Chesterfield, 
was  appointed  to  this  duty.  Capt.  Hill,  of  the 
NeNV  South  Wales  corps,  Mr.  Carter,  purser  of 
the  Hormuzear,    and   Mr.     Haskett,    passenger. 
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proposed  to  accompany  him,  in  order  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  soil,  produce,  and 
inhabitants,  of  this  newly-discovered  island. 

'*  On  the  3d  in  the  morning,  these  gentlemen 
having  provided  themselves  with  presents  for 
the  natives,  consisting  of  penkives,  scissars, 
razors,  beads,  &c.  and  with  plenty  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  in  case  of  attack,  embarked  on 
board  a  boat,  and  at  noon  reached  the  island. 

''The  nativQs  received  them  very  kindly,  and 
conducted  the  boat  to  a  convenient  place  for 
landing.  After  they  had  gone  ashore,  and 
distributed  some  presents  amongst  the  natives, 
'which  they  appeared  to  be  very  much  pleased 
with,  it  was  proposed  that  IMessrs.  Shaw,  Carter, 
and  Haskett,  should  proceed  to  the  top  of  a 
high  point  of  land,  and  that  Capt.  Hill  should 
stay  by  the  boat  with  the  four  seamen.  They 
accordingly  armed  themselves  with  a  musket 
each,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  powder  and 
ball,   to  begin  their  journey  properly  accoutred. 

"  There  were  by  this  time  great  numbers  of 
the  natives,  men,  women,  and '  children,  as- 
sembled round  them,  the  men  and  children 
quite  naked,  and  tlie  women  with  no  other 
covering  than  a  leaf  over  siich  parts  as  nature 
had  taught  them  to  conceal. 

"  The  gentlemen,  when  properly  equipped, 
made  signs  to  them  thi,t  they  were  in  want  of 
water,  on  which,  vv^ith  the  greatest  cheerful- 
ness, they  conducted  them  to  an  excellent 
spring  of  water,  frequently  kissing  the  hands 
of  the  party  on  the  way,  crying  out  '  Wabba  ! 
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wabba!'  which  they  supposed  to  be  water  in 
their  language. 

"After  the  gentlemen  had  examined  the 
water,  they  made  signs  of  being  desirous  to 
ascend  the  iiill :  the  natives  readily  conceived 
their  meaning,  offered  to  conduct  them,  and 
appeared  to  be  very  happy  in  the  strangers* 
company. 

"  They  had  proceeded  about  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  up  the  hill,  when  they  were  conducted  to 
a  level  spot  of  cleared  ground,  where  grass  was 
growing,  and  several  young  plantain  trees 
springing  up  in  the  midst  of  it.  The  number 
of  birds  chirruping  among  the  bushes  that  sur- 
rounded this  spot  made  it  appear  romantic. 

"  Here  they  were  invited  to  sit  down,  to  which 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Shaw  consented  ;  but  on 
Mr.  Haskett's  saying  '  he  suspected  they  had 
some  designs  on  them,'  Mr.  Carter  replied,  that 
he  believed  them  to  be  a  set  of  innocent  crea- 
tures, and  made  signs  for  something  to  drink. 

"A  boy  was  immediately  dispatched,  and 
shortly  after  returned  with  two  cocoa  nuts, 
which  were  given  them  to  drink.  After  Mr. 
Carter  had  drank  he  got  up,  and  gave  his  mus- 
ket to  Mr.  Haskett  to  hold,  while  he  took  a 
sketch  of  the  landscape  as  it  then  appeared  to 
his  view. 

"  The  natives  seeing  the  two  muskets  in  Mr. 
Haskett's  hands,  de3Jred  to  hold  them  for  him  ; 
he  gave  Mr.  Carter's  to  one  of  them,  but  kept 
his  own  cocked,  the  muzzle  directed  towards 
the  breast  of  him  who  held  it. 


NEW   SOUTH    WALES.  475 

"As  soon  as  Mr.  Carter  had  finished,  he  took 
the  nuisket  from  the  native,  and  chid  Mr.  Has- 
kett  for  his  fear,  mentioning  repeatedly  that 
they  were  an  innocent  race  of  men,  and  Mr. 
Shaw  acquiesced  in  his  opinion. 

"  After  refreshing  themselves  they  made  signs 
to  the  natives  to  proceed  further  up  the  hill, 
which  they  did  not  seem  inclined  to,  but  rather 
wished  them  to  go  down  to  the  valley  that  ap- 
peared clear  and  pleasant  from  the  place  they 
were  then  in,  which  was  surrounded  by  bushes 
and  shrubs. 

"  When  the  natives  perceived  that  their  visit- 
ors Were  determined  to  ascend  the  hill,  they  fol- 
lowed in  great  numbers,  hallooing  and  shouting 
inost  hideously  on  the  way. 

"Mr.  liaskett  strictly  observed  their  motions: 
as  they  were  continually  making  signs  to  each 
other,  and  frequently  pointing  towards  him,  he 
intimated  these  observations  to  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, and  begged  them  for  God's  sake  to  be 
on  their  guard,  for  the  natives  were  certainly 
bent  on  mischief. 

"  At  length,  about  half  past  two  P.  M.  they 
reached  the  summit  of  the  hill,  on  which  they 
found  a  clear  spot  of  ground  of  some  acres  in 
extent  :  the  natives  here  kissed  their  hands  fre- 
quently, and,  very  kindly  to  all  appearance, 
invited  them  to  sit  down  and  rest  themselves  ; 
which,  however,  they  declined  to  do,  the  day 
being  so  far  spent. 

"  Here  they  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  the 
\'iew  which  was  the  object  of  their  journey ;  they 
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saw  the  reefs  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach;  but  no  land  to  the  Westward  of  the 
island,  except  a  large  sand-back  nearly  even 
with  the  water's  edge,  and  not  far  from  the 
island.  At  the  same  time  they  also  perceived  a 
great  number  of  the  natives  round  the  boat, 
who  they  supposed  were  trading  with  Captain 
Hill.  When  they  had  made  their  observations, 
they  began  to  descend  :  by  degrees  the  natives 
contrived  to  separate  the  three  gentlemen  at 
eight  or  ten  yards  from  each  other,  insinuating 
themselves  between  them  in  the  path,  which 
was  but  narrow,  under  the  pretence  of  assisting 
them  down  the  hilL 

'  "  Mr.  Haskett  perceived  boys  of  about  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years  of  age  lurking  in  the 
bushes  as  they  passed,  with  bundles  of  spears 
and  arrows,  of  which  he  informed  Mr.  Carter, 
who  was  the  foremost  in  the  path,  and  asked 
Mr.  Shaw,  who  was  behind  them,  if  he  saw 
them,  who  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

''  Mr.  Shaw  begged  the  other  gentlemen  to 
be  on  their  guard  ;  and  Mr.  Haskett  proposed 
to  Mr.  Carter  to  turn  all  the  natives  before 
them,  as  he  could  plainly  perceive  they  were 
bent  on  murdering  them ;  but  Mr.  Carter  said 
he  thought  that  would  shew  signs  of  mistrust 
or  fear,  and  that  he  thought  it  better  to  go  on 
as  they  were,   and  be  all  upon  their  guard. 

*'  They  had  got  down  the  hill  the  greatest 
part  of  the  way  in  this  manner,  when  they  were 
met  by  a  very  old  man,  who  kissed  Mr.  Carter's 
hand  first,  and  then  attempted  to  kiss  Mr.  Has- 
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kett's,  but  was  not  permitted ;  he  then  w^t  on 
and  kissed  Mr.  Shaw's,  who  was  in  the  rear. 

**  Immediately  after  Mr.  Haskett  called  out, 
*  They  want  to  take  my  musket  from  me ;' 
and  Mr.  Carter  exclaimed,  '  My  God  !  my 
God!  they  have  murdered  me!'  Mr.  Haskett 
discharofed  his  musket  at  the  next  man  to  him : 
pn  the  report  of  it,  the  natives  all  fled  into  the 
bushes. 

"  Here  was  a  horrid  spectacle  for  Mr.  Haskett 
to  behold  ;  Mr.  Carter  lying  on  the  ground  in 
a  gore  of  blood,  and  Mr.  Shaw  with  a  large  cut 
in  his  throat  under  the  left  jaw  ;  but  luckily 
they  were  both  able  to  rise  and  proceed  down 
the  hill  with  all  possible  speed,  firing  at  the 
natives  wherever  they  saw  them. 

'^  When  they  arrived  on  the  beach  they  called 
out  'Firel  fire!'  But  what  must  have  been 
their  feelings  when  tlie  perceived  Capt.  Hill 
and  one  of  the  seamen  dead  upon  the  beach, 
cut  and  mangled  in  a  shocking  manner  :  they 
shortly  after  perceived  two  of  the  seamen  float- 
ing on  the  water .  between  the  boat  and  the 
beach,  with  their  throats  cut  from  ear  to  ear. 
After  some  difficulty,  the  unhappy  survivors 
made  a  shift  to  get  on  board  the  boat. 

"  They  found  that  the  natives  had  taken  all 
their  provisions,    boat  cloaks,    &c.   started  the- 
water  out  of  their  kegs,   and  left  the  fourth 
sailor  dead  in  the  boat,   cut  and  mangled  in  the 
most  shocking  manner. 

''  They  tried  to  get  in  their  grapnel,  but  found 
It  impossible,  it  was  so  entangled  amongst  the 
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rocks  by  the  natives.  They  therefore  cut  it ; 
and  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Haskett  got  out  two  oars 
and  pulled  off  shore,  whilst  Mr.  Carter  kept  the 
natives  off  with  his  musket.  But  they  found 
great  difficulty  in  getting  out  of  the  reach  of 
their  spears  and  arrows,  as  the  wind  blew  fresh 
on  the  shore. 

"At  length  they  found  they  could  weather 
the  point  of  the  island  by  hoisting  the  sail, 
which  the  natives  most  fortunately  had  left  be- 
hind  them,  and  it  was  hoisted  accordingly. 

"  Mr.  Haskett  bound  up  the  wounds  of  his 
unfortunate  comrades  with  their  handkerchiefs  ; 
but  Mr.  Carter  was  so  weak  from  the  loss  of 
blood,  that  he  was  obliged  to  lay  down  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  while  the  other  two  were 
spectators  of  the  fate  of  their  deceased  compa- 
nions. 

^'  They  saw  very  distinctly  those  voracious 
cannibals  dragging  the  bodies  of  Captain  Hill 
and  tlie  seamen  up  towards  large  fires  prepared 
on  the  occasion',  j^elling  and  hbwling  at  the 
same  time. 

"  Between  nine  and  ten  they  cleared  the  point 
of  the  island,  when  it  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Shaw  to  run  under  the  lea  of  it,  and  endeavour 
to  get  to  the  sand  bank  they  saw  from  the  top 
of  the  hill;  that  being  the  only  method  they 
could  take,  as  they  might  reasonably  hope^ 
when  they  had  not  returned  to  the  ships  as  ex- 
pected, boats  would  be  sent  in  quest  of  them 
the  next  morning.  They,  therefore,  hauled  up 
under  the  lea  of  it,    and   made  fiist  a  club   of 
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iron  wood,  which  the  cannibals  had  left  in  the 
boat,  to  a  nine  pound  lead,  which  had  also 
escaped  their  notice;  these  they  bent  to  the 
lead-line,  and  let  it  go,  in  hopes  it  would  ride 
her  till  the  next  morning.  They  then  committed 
the  body  of  the  murdered  seaman  to  the  deep, 
and  returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  deli- 
vering them  from  those  inhuman  monsters. 

"  The  pain  the  two  wounded  gentlemen  felt, 
and  the  anxiety  of  them  all,  deprived  them  of 
rest  all  that  night.  When  day-light  appeared, 
they  found  they  had  drifted  nearly  out  of  sight 
of  the  island,  and  to  the  leeward  of  the  sand 
bank.  It  was  impossible  to  reach  the  bank  ; 
they  therefore  consulted  respecting  what  was 
best  to  be  done  in  their  perilous  situation. 

"  They  examined  what  was  left  in  the  boat, 
and  found  some  knives  and  scissars  in  the  stern 
locker,  but  to  their  great  sorrow  the  compass 
was  gone,  and  all  their  provisions  and  water. 
There  was  also  Mr.  liaskett's  great  coat  left 
in  the  boat,  but  nothing  else. 

**  Left  now  totally  to  Mr.  Shaw,  as  to  what 
were  the  best  steps  to  take,  as  the  other  two 
were  neither  navigators  nor  seamen,  he  inform- 
ed them  that  the  wind  was  then  fair  to  run  di- 
rect for  Timoi\  which  lay  nearly  West  of  them, 
and  he  supposed  they  should  reach  that  island  in 
about  ten  days.  He  could  not  think  the  ship 
or  boats  M'ould  ever  find  them,  and  the  longer 
they  delayed  bearing  away,  the  less  able  tbey 
would  be  to  perform  their  voyage  v.'ithout  pro- 
visions and  water.     1  hey  therefore  all  agieed  to 
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stand  away  to  the  Westward,  and  trust  thein-^ 
selves  to  that  Providence  who  had  delivered 
them  from  the  cannibals  of  Tate's  Island. 

"Animated  with  hope,  they  continued  thus- 
until  the  5th,  when  hunger  and  thirst  preyed 
upon  them  :  Mr.  Carter's  wound  was  so  painful, 
that  he  begged  to  have  it  examined,  which  Mr. 
Haskett  did  while  Mr.  Shaw  held  the  steer  oar. 
With  great  difficulty  the  hair  was  cut  from  the 
head,  which,  with  the  handkerchief  and  his 
hair,  were  entirely  clotted  with  blood.  The 
wound  was  in  the  back  part  of  the  head,  and 
appeared  to  have  been  made  with  a  hatchet.  Af^ 
ter  havina:  been  v/ashed  with  salt  water,  Mr. 
Haskett  tied  it  up  with  a  piece  of  his  shirt,  and 
Mr.  Carter  found  himself,  after  the  dressing, 
much  relieved. 

*'In  the  afternoon  they  discovered  land, 
which  they  supposed  to  be  the  S.  W.  extremity 
of  New  Guinea;  and  on  running  down  towards 
it,  perceived  a  reef  extending  to  the  South- 
ward, on  which  were  several  negroes,  whose 
heads  only  were  out  of  the  water  :  they  were  at 
first  mistaken  for  breakers  above  the  water,  but, 
as  soon  as  their  mistake  was  discovered,  no  one 
was  eager  to  try  their  friendship,  the  fate  of 
their  companions  being  too  fresh  in  their  me- 
mory ;  not  even  though  one  of  the  negroes  held 
up  to  them  a  large  fish — no  small  inducement 
to  men  who  had  not  broke  fast  for  fifty-two 
hours.  They  passed  the  reef,  however,  with- 
out in  the  least  noticing  the  natives,  and  con- 
tinued their  course  to  the  Westward,  Mr.  Shaw 


Kew  south  wales.  481 

and  Mr.  Haskett  relieving  each  other  every  two 
hours  at  the  steer  oar. 

*'  On  the  6th  in  the  morning  they  discovered 
a  sand  bank  to  the  Southward,  quite  dry,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  o^ Forlorn  Hope.  A 
great  number  of  birds  being  perceived  about 
this  bank,  they  endeavoured  to  make  for  it,  in 
the  hopes  of  killing  some  of  them  and  gathering 
eggs,  but  found  that  the  boat  was  drifting  to 
the  leeward  of  the  bank  ;  they  therefore  hauled 
down  the  sail,  and  endeavoured  to  row  up  to 
it,  but  found  themselves  so  exhausted  for  want 
of  food  and  water,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
make  their  way  towards  the  bank  :  indeed,  so 
much  had  that  attempt  fatigued  them,  that  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  they  could  ac- 
complish stepping  the  mast  and  again  hoisting 
the  sail.  This  fatigue,  after  the  boat  was  again 
on  her  course,  occasioned  them  to  repine  and 
murmur  at  their  misfortunes  j  but  reflection  o\\ 
the  goodness  of  that  Providence  who  so  far  had 
protected  them,  changed  it  into  a  perfect  re- 
liance on  his  mercy, 

"  On  the  7th  in  the  morning,  they  found  two 
small  birds  in  the  boat,  one  of  which  they  im- 
mediately divided  into  three  parts,  each  devour- 
ing his  share  with  the  keenest  sensations  of  hun- 
ger :  the  other  bird  was  reserved  for  another 
meal.  Even  with  this  small  share  of  sustenance 
their  spirits  were  considerably  raised  : — they 
still  steering  to  the  Westward  ;  the  sun  being 
their  guide  by  day,  and  the  stars  by  night. 

*^  Shortly  after  sun-set  this  day  they  found 
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themselves  in  shoal  water,  and  breakers  all  round 
them;  however,  they  stood  on  till  about  nine 
at  night,  when,  having  deepened  to  about  five 
fathoms,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Shaw,  and 
agreed  to,  that  they  should  come  to  and  rest 
themselves  for  the  night. 

'*  On  the  8th  in  the  morning,  they  discover- 
ed land  on  both  sides  of  them,  which  was  at 
first  very  discouraging  ;  but  Mr.  Shaw,  perceiv- 
ing a  current  setting  to  the  Westward,  conjec- 
tured that  there  was  a  passage  through,  and 
that  after  clearing  the  land  they  should  find  an 
open  sea,  by  which  means  they  might  shortly 
reach  Timor.  Having  therefore  stood  in  between 
the  islands,  they  found  there  was  a  passage  be- 
tween them,  and,  not  perceiving  any  signs  of 
inhabitants,  agreed  to  land,  and  look  for  water  : 
Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Haskett  accordingly  landed, 
and,  finding  a  hole  full  of  water,  Mr.  Shaw 
could  not  refrain  from  drinking  heartily  of  it ; 
after  which,  however,  and  that  a  keg  of  it  had 
been  filled,  it  was  found  to  be  as  brackish  as  the 
water  alongside. 

"  They  stood  on  through  these  straights, 
which  they  named  Gods  Mercy.  In  the  after- 
noon Mr.  Carter's  A\'Dund  became  very  painful; 
and  on  Mr.  Haskett's  opening  it  to  wash  it  as 
usual  with  salt  water,  he  found  three  pieces  of 
the  skull  had  worked  out;  which  circumstance, 
however,  he  did  not  communicate  to  Mr.  Car- 
ter, but,  on  the  contrary,  gave  him  every  as- 
surance of  its.  doing  well. 

"  Mr.  Carter,  having  been  very  weak  from 
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the  opening  of  the  wound,  the  throat  of  the  re- 
maining hircl  was  cut  and  apphed  to  ]\Ir.  Car- 
ter's mouth,  and,  yielding  a  few  drops  of  blood, 
gave  him  great  relief.  They  divided  the  bird 
in  the  same  manner  they  had  done  the  other. 

*'  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  Mr.  Carter 
was  so  much  reduced  as  to  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  drinking  his  own  urine,  which  example 
was  followed  by  the  other  two,  and,  notwith- 
standing its  being  disagreeable,  they  found 
great  relief  from  it.  About  nine  at  night  Mr. 
Shaw  and  ^Mr.  Haskett  found  themselves  so 
weak  and  overcome  by  sleep,  that,  not  being 
able  to  stand  to  the  steer  oar,  they  lashed  the 
oar,  and  found  the  boat  went  along  very  stea- 
dily. After  joining  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving 
to  the  Almighty,  to  whose  protection  they  com- 
mitted themselves,  they  lay  down  and  had  a  re- 
freshing sleep  ;  occasionally,  however,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  starting  up  to  look  out 
for  land  or  danger. 

"  They  resumed  their  labours  at  the  oar  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th,  which  were  rather  in- 
creased by  its  blowing  fresh  and  by  a  heavy  swell, 
which  obliged  them  to  reef  the  sail.  It  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  Mr.  Carter's  wound 
could  be  dressed.  Mr.  Shaw's  wound  in  the 
throat  was  by  this  time  nearly  closed  up. 

**  They  stood  on  this  day  without  any  thing 
material  occurring  ;  Mr.  Shaw  still  using  all 
his  powers  to  cheer  them  with  the  assurances  of 
seeing  land  in  a  day  or  two,^though  at  the 
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same  time  he  had  hardly  strength  to  haul  the 
sheet  aft,  while  Mr.  Haskett  lashed  the  oar. 

"At  ten  P.  M.  they  found  very  shoal  water, 
with  breakers  all  round,  on  which  Mr.  Haskett 
took  the  oar,  while  Mr.  Shaw  kept  a  look  out 
for  a  channel ;  in  which  manner  they  ran  on  for 
the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles  in  not  more 
than  three  or  four  feet  water,  the  sea  frequently 
breaking  over  them,  which  rendered  Mr.  Car- 
ter's situation  truly  deplorable,  as,  from  extreme 
weakness,  he  could  not  stir  from  the  bottom  of 
the  boat,  which  was  so  full  of  water,  that  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  could  keep  his 
head  above  it, 

*'  To  add  to  their  distress,  no  sooner  had  they 
got  clear  of  one  shoal,  than,  from  the  violence 
of  the  oar  beating  against  another,  Mr.  Haskett 
was  knocked  out  of  the  boat,  which  required  all 
the  exertions  of  Mr.  Shaw  to  get  him  in  again, 
and  which  he  could  have  accomplished  by  no 
other  mode  than  that  of  putting  an  oar  under 
his  arm,  and  lifting  him  up  as  by  a  lever. 

*'  On  the  1 1th,  they  felt  themselves  much  re- 
lieved by  getting  clear  of  the  shoals,  and  launch- 
ing once  more  into  the  ocean  ;  on  which  occa- 
sion, as  often  before,  they  addressed  them- 
selves to  that  Power  to  which  they  trusted  for 
deliverance.  Mr.  Carter's  wound  was  again 
washed,  and  four  pieces  more  taken  from  the 
skull,  when  they  clearly  discovered,  that,  from 
the  blow  being  given  slantways  down  the  back 
of  the  head,  it  had  been  done  by  a  hatchet. 
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which  they  had  no  doubt  was  the  one  which 
had  been  stolen  from  the  ship.  They  still,  how- 
ever, assured  hini  of  its  looking  well  and  being 
about  to  heal. 

''They  were  now  in  greater  distress  than 
ever  for  water,  even  the  last  miserable  resource 
they  had  considerably  failing  them.  This  threw 
Such  a  damp  on  their  spirits,  that  they  grew 
disconsolate,  and  were  making  up  their  minds 
to  meet  death  with  becoming  fortitude,  having 
given  up  every  hope  of  surviving  another  day, 
when  Mr.  Haskett  eagerly  exclaimed  'he  saw 
land.'  Mr.  Shaw  likewise  perceiving  it,  they 
revived  instantly.  Once  more  putting  their 
hopes  in  Providence,  they  stood  in  for  the 
Southern  extremity  of  the  land,  which  they 
made  no  doubt  was  Timor,  and  soon  got  in  a 
few  miles  to  the  leeward  of  the  extreme,  where 
they  discovered  a  bay,  at  the  head  of  vihicli  were 
cocoa-nut  trees.  They  shortly  after  perceived 
the  natives  on  shore.  Recent  circumstances, 
however,  made  them  fearful  of  landing;  but 
Mr.  Shaw  observed',  that  they  might  as  safely 
trust  to  the  chance  of  being  well  received  on 
shore  as  perish  at  sea,  which  they  must  inevi- 
tably have  done  in  another  day. 

''  Having  resolved,  therefore,  they  ran  into 
the  bay,  when  it  was  proposed  that  Mr,  Haskett 
should  remain  in  the  boat,  while  Mr.  Carter 
and  Mr.  Shaw  went  in  search  of  water.  But 
on  JMr.  Carter's  being  helped  out  of  the  boat, 
it  was  found  he  could  not  stand  :  he  was  there- 
fore helped  in  again,  and  Mr.  Haskett  with  Mr. 
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Shaw  advanced  towards  the  natives,  Mr.  Shaw 
having  a  water  keg  and  Mr.  Haskett  a  musket, 
when  they  were  overjoyed  by  hearing  the  natives 
cry  out,  '  Bligh  !  Bligh !'  recollecting  that  Capt. 
Bligh  was  very  humanely  treated  at  Timor,  and 
they  had  now  no  doubt  left  but  they  had  the 
good  fortune  to  touch  at  the  same  place.  They 
made  motions  to  the  natives  for  cocoa-nuts,  who 
gave  them  to  understand  that  they  did  not  be-- 
long  to  them  ;  one  of  them,  however,  gave  Mr. 
Shaw  a  baked  yam,  which  he  found  it  impossi- 
ble to  eat,  on  account  of  his  throat  being  so  ex- 
ceedingly parched.  Having  made  signs  for 
water,  the  natives  led  them  to  a  spring,  where 
they  quenched  their  thirst ;  when,  having  filled 
the  keg,  they  ran  to  Mr.  Carter,  wiio  was 
calling  out  for  water,  after  which  they  devour- 
ed the  yam  with  the  greatest  eagerness,  the 
natives  looking  at  them  the  whole  of  the  time 
in  astonishment. 

"  After  their  slender  repast,  they  mentioned 
the  word  Timor  to  the  natives,  who  repeated  it 
very  distinctly,  and  pointed  towards  the  point 
to  the  Southward,  and  then  to  a  prow  on  the 
beach,  intimating  that  they  would  conducfe 
them  there  3  in  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Shaw 
gave  them  two  muskets  and  a  number  of 
knives  and  scissars  which  remained  in  the 
boat. 

'•  The  natives  made  signs  to  go  farther  up  the 
bar,  which  they  acquiesced  in ;  but  finding 
they  wished  to  lead  them  up  a  very  narrow  in- 
let, Mr.  Shaw  refused  to  go  in  with  the  boat/ 
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representing  that  it  would  be  highly  imprudent; 
and  as  they  wished  to  get  to  Cupang  as  soon  as 
possible,  thought  it  advisable  to  make  the  best 
of  their  way  there. 

"  This  being  agreed  to,  the  boat  was  pushed 
off,  and  two  oars  got  out  in  order  to  row  round 
the  point,  expecting,  after  that,  to  have  a  fair 
wind  to  Cupang.  Finding,  however,  a  prow 
in  chase  of  them,  they  lay  on  their  oars,  hoisted 
their  sail,  and  put  away  before  the  Avind,  in 
order  to  escape  from  slavery,  which  they  made 
no  doubt  of  experiencing  if  taken  by  the  prow 
in  chase  of  them. 

'*The  prow  continued  chasing  them  along 
the  shore,  between  a  reef  and  the  beach,  which 
extends  the  whole  lenoth  of  the  island.  Find- 
ing  the  prow  still  in  chase,  they  stood  over  the 
reef,  which  is  a  continued  chain  of  breakers, 
and  the  prow  not  thinking  it  proper  to  follow 
them,  they  escaped,  and  coasted  it  down  the 
island.  Night  approaching,  and  finding  them- 
selves much  fatigued,  they  hauled  the  sheet  aft, 
and  lashed  the  oar  as  before,  and  found  the 
boat  went  along  shore  very  steadily.  They 
then  lay  down  to  sleep,  and  on  waking  in  the 
morning  were  refreshed  with  the  smell  of  spices, 
which  was  conveyed  by  the  land  wind,  and 
which  so  revived  Mr.  Carter,  that  he  several 
times  exclaimed,  *  Keep  up  your  hearts,  my 
boys  ;  we  shall  dine  with  the  Governor  of  Cu- 
pang to-day.'  Their  hopes  were,  however,  frus- 
trated by  the  numerous  difficulties  they  had 
yet  to  encounter,    owing  to  the   innumerable 
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shoals  and  points ;  the  water  they  had  drank 
tended  likewise  to  increase  their  appetites. 
They  were  forced  at  night,  notwithstanding, 
to  pursue  the  same  method  they  had  formerly 
adopted  in  order  to  obtain  sufficient  rest  to  en- 
able them  to  go  through  the  fatigues  of  the 
ensuing  day. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  Mr.  Shaw 
took  the  steer  oar  ,  but  the  wind  being  fresh, 
and  the  boat  going  with  great  velocity  through 
the  water,  he  was,  from  weakness,  unable  to 
stand  the  force  of  the  oar,  and  fell  overboard : 
luckily,  however,  he  held  by  the  gunnel  until 
Mr.  Haskett  came  to  his  assistance,  when  with 
great  exertions  he  was  got  into  the  boat 
again. 

"  Shortly  after  this  they  saw  a  point  a-head, 
which  they  found  it  impossible  to  weather  while 
the  wind  remained  the  same  way.  They  there- 
fore once  more  determined  to  land,  and  accord- 
ingly ran  into  a  small  bay  ;  when  the  natives 
came  running  towards  them,  beckoning  them 
to  come  ashore,  and  calling  out,  '  Bligh  !  Bligh !' 
They  immediately  ran  the  boat  on  shore,  and 
Mr.  Haskett  being  helped  out  of  the  boat  by 
the  natives,  they  sat  him  down  on  the  beach, 
and  went  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  his 
companions.  When  they  had  brought  them  on 
shore,  they  presented  them  with  a  couple  of 
cocoa-nuts,  yams,  and  Indian  corn,  which 
they  received  with  unfeigned  gratitude. 

"  The  natives  gazed  on  these  three  famished 
Sufferers  in  silent  astonishment :  nor  is  it  to 
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be  wondered  at;  for  their  cheeks  were  shrivel- 
led, their  eyes  sunk  almost  into  their  heads, 
their  beards  long,  and  their  whole  frames  to- 
tally emaciated. 

''  The  natives,  far  from  disturbing  them, 
made  signs  for  them  to  eat  and  drink,  which 
they  did  with  the  greatest  eagerness.  Mr. 
Carter  then  beg-o-ed  to  have  his  wound  dressed, 
which  was  done  with  fresh  water.  Mr.  Shaw 
having  unbound  his  wound,  found  it  nearly 
Jiealed. 

*'The  natives  appearing  to  express  some  cu- 
riosity as  to  the  manner  in  which  those  wounds 
Vere  received,  My.  Shaw  explained  it  in  the 
best  manner  he  could,  at  which  they  made  signs 
of  being  much  shocked,  which  did  not  however 
fully  satisfy  the  three  gentlemen  of  their  pacifjc 
intentions  ;  but  as  they  beckoned  to  proceed 
on  towards  their  huts,  they  complied,  which 
gave  the  natives  apparently  great  satisfaction. 

*'  They  then  attempted  to  get  up  and  Avalk, 
but  they  could  not  accomplish  it  without  sup- 
port, which  the  natives  .very  kindly  afforded 
them,  and  led  them  to  their  town,  which  is  si- 
tuated at  the  top  of  a  steep  hill,  accessible  only 
by  two  perpendicular  ladders,  up  which  they 
were  lifted  by  their  guides.  W^hCn  the}'  ar- 
rived, they  were  taken  to  the  Chief's  house, 
where  were  assembled  an  immense  concourse, 
Avho  came  to  view  the  strangers,  H^re  they 
were  again  presented  with  corn,  yams,  and 
toddy  to  drink,  after  which  the  Chiefs  pressed 
them  to  take  rest.      Mr.    Carter  and  Mr.   Shavv 


490  HISTORY    OF 

accordingly  laid  themselv^es  down  there,  but 
Mr.  Haskett  was  removed  to  another  house, 
there  not  being  sufificient  room  for  all. 

' '  They  were  a  little  alarmed  at  seeing  two 
men  watching  at  the  door  ;  notwithstanding 
that  the  Chief  placed  himself  between  them 
and  the  men,  and  had  a  spear  by  his  side.  Mr. 
Shaw  got  up  in  the  night  and  went  out  of  the 
door,  in  order  to  try  if  they  would  prevent 
him  going  farther,  but  was  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  they  waited  only  lest  any  thing  should 
be  wanted  by  the  strangers. 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  July,  when 
they  again  met  together,  the  natives  presented 
them  with    Indian    corn,    yam,    and   toddy ; 
which  when  they  had  taken  they  made  inquiry 
into  the  name  of  the  land,   and  found  that  it 
was  called  Sarret,   and  was  separate  from  the 
Timor  Land,  which  was  the  first  place  they  re- 
freshed at.     They  were  also  informed  that  there 
was  another  small  island  to  tiie  Northward  called 
Fardette  by  them,   but  which  is  in  our  charts 
called  Ternabor.      They  also  understood  that 
a'  prow    came   yearly  to  trade   to     Ternabor, 
and  that  slie  would   arrive  in  seven  or   eight 
months.       This    information    greatly   relieved 
them,  and  they  were  soon  convinced  that  the 
natives  were  of  a  humane  and  hospitable  nature. 
*'  The  first  and  second  week  elapsed  without 
any    material  occurrence,   except  that  of  a  pair 
^  ofscissars  being  stolen   by  one  of  the  children. 
As  they  wer6  very  serviceable  in  cutting  the  hair 
round  Mr.   Carter's  wound,  the  Chief  was  in- 
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formed  of  the  circumstance,  and  he  immediate- 
ly called  a  council,  consisting  of  the  elders  of 
the  community ;  when  after  an  hour's  debate 
they  withdrew',  and  on  the  day  following  the 
scissars  were  found. 

*'  On  the  25th  of  July  Mr.  Carter's  wound 
was  entirely  healed,  after  having  had  thirteen 
pieces  of  the  fractured  skull  taken  out. 

"  They  remained  in  perfect  health  until  the 
24th  of  November,  when  Mr.  Carter  caught  a 
fever,  and  died  on  the  10th  of  December  1793, 
much  regretted  by  his  friends  Shaw  and  Has- 
kett,  as  well  as  by  the  natives  of  Timor  Land. 
The  two  survivors  waited  in  anxious  expecta- 
tion for  the  arrival  of  the  annual  trading  prow 
from  Banda,  and  she  arrived,  to  their  great 
joy,   on  the  12th  of  March  1794. 

*'  They  sailed  from  Ternabor  on  the  10th  of 
April,  and  on  the  1 3t  of  May  arrived  at  Banda, 
where  they  were  received  with  the  utmost  hos- 
pitality by  the  Governor,  who  supplied  them 
with  every  thing  necessary  for  men  in  their  si- 
tuation, and  procured  them  a  passage  on  board 
an  Indiaman  bound  to  Batavia,  where  they  ar- 
rived on  the  10th  of  October  1794." 

To  the  catalogue  of  savage  murders  many 
subsequent  instances  might  be  added :  here  it 
may  be  only  necessary  to  mention  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  ship  J5oj/^/,  from  the  "Sydney  Ga- 
zette," September  1,  1810. 

"We  mentioned  in  our  last,  that  Captain 
Chace  had  received  at  New  Zealand  a  particu- 
lar  account,  from  an  Otaheitean,  of  the  loss  of 
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the  above  vessel ;  which  we  premise  by  stating, 
upon  the  foregoing  authority,   that  when  the 
Boyd  went  from  hence  she  had  on   board  four 
or  five  New  Zealanders,  who  made  part  of  her 
crew.      These  people  were  displeased  at   their 
treatment  on  the  passage,  and  determined  on 
revenge.     On  their  arrival,  they  communicated 
their  complaints  to  their  friends  and  relatives, 
who  were  of  the  Whangarooa  party,   and  fre- 
quently at  war  with  Tippahee  and  his  subjects  ; 
and  the  design  of  taking  the  ship  was  formed  in 
consequence.       It  being  Captain  Thompson's 
intention  to  take  in  a   quantity   of  spars,  he 
applied  to  the  natives  for  assistance  in  procuring 
them,  which  they  promised  ;  but,    in  order  to 
entice  him  on  shore,  artfully  objected  to  per- 
form, until  he  should  accompany  them  to  point 
out  such  as  he  might  best  approve.     Tlie  Cap- 
tain was  thereby  prevailed  on  to  leave  the  vessel, 
accompanied  by  his  chief  ohicer,     with  three 
boats  manned,   to  get  the  spars  on  board,  the 
natives  who  had  arrived  in  the  ship  being  of  the 
party,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
others  in  their  canoes.     The  boats  Avere  con- 
ducted to  a  river,  on  entering  which  they  were 
out  of  sight  of  the  ship  ;  and  after  proceeding 
some  distance  lip,   Captain  Thompson  was  in- 
vited to  land,  and  mark  the  spars  he  wanted. 
The  boats  landed  accordingly,  the  tide  being- 
then  beginning  to  ebb,  and  the  crews  followed 
to  assist  in  the  work.     The  guides  led  the  party 
through  various  parts  of  the  wood  that  were 
least  likely  to  answer  the  desired  end,  thus  dc- 
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laying  the  premeditated  attack  until  the  boats 
should  be  left  by  the  effluence  of  the  tide  suffi- 
ciently high  to  prevent  an  escape  ;  which  part 
of  the  horrible  plan  accomplished,   they  became 
insolent  and  rude,  ironically   pointing  at  de- 
cayed fragments,  and  inquiring  of  Capt.  Thomp- 
son whether  they  would  suit  his  purpose  or  not. 
The  natives  belonging  to  the  ship  then  first  threw 
off  the  mask,  and  in  opprobrious  lerms  upbraid- 
ed Capt.  Thompson  with  their  mal-treatment ; 
informing  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should 
have  no  spars  there  but  what  he  could  procure 
himself.     The  Captain  appeared  careless  of  the 
disappointment,   and  with  his  people  turned  to- 
wards the  beats  ;  at  which  instant  they  were  as- 
saulted with  clubs  and  axes,   which  the  assail- 
ants had  till  then  concealed  under  their  dresses ; 
and    although   the  boats'     crews    had   several 
muskets,  yet  so  impetuous  was  the  attack,  that 
every  man  v/as  prostrated  before  one  could  Ue 
used. 

*'  Capt.  Thompson  and  his  unfortunate  men 
were  all  murdered  on  the  spot,  and  their  bodies 
were  afterwards  devoured  by  the  murderers  ; 
who,  clothing  themselves  with  their  apparel, 
launched  the  boats  at  dusk  the  same  evening, 
and  proceecfed towards  the  ship,  whicli  they  had 
determined  also  to  attack.  It  being  very  dark 
before  they  reached  her,  and  no  suspicion  being 
entertained  of  what  had  happened,  the  second 
officer  hailed  the  boats,  and  M'as  answered  by  the 
villains  who  had  occasioned  the  disaster,  that 
the  Captain,  having  chosen  to  remaia,  on  shore 
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that  night  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  the 
country,  had  ordered  them  to  take  on  board 
such  spars  as  had  already  been  procured  ;  which 
account  readily  obtained  belief,  and  the  officer 
was  knocked  down  and  killed  by  those  who  first 
ascended  the  ship's  side.  All  the  seamen  of  the 
watch  were  in  like  manner  surprised  and  mur- 
dered. Some  of  the  assassins  then  went  down 
to  the  cabin  door,  and  asked  the  passengers  and 
others  to  go  on  deck  to  see  the  spars  ;  and  a 
female  passenger,  obeying  the  summons,  was 
killed  on  the  cabin  ladder.  The  noise  occasion- 
ed by  her  fall  alarmed  the  people  that  were  in 
bed  ;  who,  running  on  deck  in  disorder,  were 
all  killed  as  they  went  up,  except  four  or  five, 
who  ran  up  the  shrouds,  and  remained  in  the 
rigging  the  rest  of  the  night, 

"The  next  morning  Tippahee  appeared  along- 
side in  a  canoe,  and  was  much  offended  at  what 
had  happened  ;  but  was  not  permitted  to  inter- 
fere, or  to  remain  near  the  ship.  The  unfortu- 
nate men  in  the  rigging  called  to  him,  and  im- 
plored his  protection;  of  which  he  assured  them, 
if  they  could  make  their  way  to  his  canoe.  This 
they  effected  at  every  hazard,  and  was  by  the 
old  king  landed  on  the  nearest  point,  though 
closely  pursued.  The  pursuit  was  continued  on 
shore  ;  they  were  all  overtaken,  and  Tippahee 
was  forcibly  held  while  the  murder  of  the  un- 
happy fugitives  was  perpetrated.  A  female  pas- 
senger and  tM'O  children,  who  were  afterwards 
found  in  tlie  cabin,  were  spared  from  the  mas- 
sacre, and  taken  on  shore  to  a  hut,  in  which  si- 
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^tuation  Mr.  Berry  and  Captain  Pattison,  of  the 
City  of  Edinburgh^^ouxid  them  when  they  rescued 
them.  Tippahee  was  afterwards  permitted  by 
the  Whangarooans  to  take  three  boat  loads  of 
any  property  he  chose  out  of  the  ship,  fire-arms 
and  gun-powder  excepted ;  and  the  bulk  they 
divided  among  themselves.  The  salt  provisions, 
flour,  and  spirits,  they  threw  overboard,  as  un- 
palatable ;  the  carriage  guns  they  did  the  same 
with,  considering  them  useless ;  the  muskets 
they  prized  very  much ;  and  one  of  the  savages, 
in  his  eagerness  to  try  one,  stove  in  the  head 
of  a  barrel  of  powder,  and,  filling  the  pan  of  the 
piece,  snapped  it  directly  over  the  cask,  the  ex- 
plosion of  which  killed  five  native  women,  and 
eight  or  nine  men,  and  set  part  of  the  ship  on 
fire. 

"  From  the  foregoing  detail,  it  appears  that  nei- 
ther Tippahee,nor  his  sonMytye,had  any  sharein 
the  barbarous  acts  committed  by  those  sangui- 
nary miscreants,  but  that  the  old  Chief  had, 
on  the  contrary,  endeavoured  to  preserve  the 
lives  of  several  of  the  crew;  and  if  we  consider 
the  order  in  which  the  incidents  are  narrated, 
we  must  at  least  conclude  this  to  be  the  most 
probable  account  received  of  the  doleful  event 
before  us;  and  the  more  especially  so,  as  it  is 
the  report  of  an  Otaheitean,  who  was  on  tlie 
spot  at  the  time,  and  who,  as  an  alien,  not 
being  interested  on  the  part  either  of  the  Bay  of 
Islanders  or  of  the  Whangarooans,  may  still 
more  be  entitled  to  credit.  In  the  principal 
facts,   alas !    all  accounts  unhappily  coincide  : 
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and  while  we  have  to  deplore  the  calamit<% 
we  cannot  forbear  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
commanders  and  crews  of  vessels  traversing 
these  seas  will  temper  friendship  and  humanity, 
towards  the  uncivilized  islanders  with  prudence 
and  caution,  and  be  ever  guarded  against  sur- 
prise and  treachery,  to  which  numbers  ef 
our  countrvmen  have  become  the  victims. '" 
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CONCLUSION. 

JnlAViNG  continued  the  History  of  New  South  Wales 
to  the  year  1802^  and  as  an  opportunity  will  offer  of 
stnding  the  manuscript  to  England  in  a  few  days,  I 
shall  close  my  labours  by  one  general  view  of  the  country, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  settlement  to  the  present  time. 

On  a  rational  view  of  the  country  itself,  at  the  period 
of  effecting  the  first  landing  by  Governor  Phillip,  in  1788, 
what  was  the  cauntry  but  one  thick  wood  ?  This,  by  the 
never-ceasing  exertions  of  those  officers  in  the  expedition, 
gradually  vanished  ;  the  country  opened ;  agriculture 
commenced  :  the  effects  of  their  care  were  repaid  by  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  they  performed  to  the  best  of 
their  abilities,  which  were  indeed  great,  the  object  for 
which  they  were  sent ;  and  how  highly  are  they  entitled 
to  public  gratitude,  for  rendering  thosepartswhich  were  for- 
merly onlylargewoodsconvenient  ports  for  the  refreshment 
of  ships;  for  the  sales  of  cargoes;  grateful  fields  for  indus- 
trious farmers,  and  evidently,  in  some  cases,  an  effectual 
school  of  reform  for  characters  previously  banished  from 
decent  society  1  The  discoveries  of  coal,  tin,  iron,  &c. 
Sec.  open  the  doors  of  commercial  intercourse,  sufficiently 
to  prove,  that  whatever  articles  the  country  might  here- 
after stand  in  need  of  may  be  procured  by  the  endless  re- 
sources of  its  own  natural  productions. 

The  unfortunate  circumstances  which  occasionally  dis- 
tress the  country,  both  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  heats 
and  overflowing  of  the  Hawkesbury,  will  undoubtedly 
become  evils  of  less  serious  magnitude,  as  cultivation  be- 
comes still  more  generally  diffused  ;  for  the  slightest  ob- 
servation will  shew,  that,  had  the  country  in  the  interior 
been  in  a  state  of  cultivation,  the  rains  which  swelled  the 
Hawkesbury  would  have  been  absorbed,  as  they  descended 
instead  of  rolling  down  the  smooth  surfaces  of  the  hilly 
parts,  and  thus,    in  one  grand  body,  rushing  Into  the 
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Hawkesbury.  Of  this,  indeed,  I  am  fully  convinced  ; 
for,  as  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  extend,  the  violent 
rains  are  attended  with  less  dreadful  consequences,  which 
proves  evidently  that,  in  process  of  time,  no  ill  effect 
will  result  from  them.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  earth, 
when  in  a  state  of  cultivation  in  the  interior,  will  natu- 
rally be  moistened  and  improved  by  the  rains,  and  the 
moisture  so  received  will  resist  the  heats  which  occa- 
sionally distress  the  settlers,  by  setting  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  country  on  fire  ;  and,  as  the  nature  of  the 
soil  is  so  particularly  prolific  as  to  afford  two  annual 
crops.  New  South  Wales  may,  in  time,  prove  a  second 
Poland,  by  becoujing  the  Granary  of  the  World  1  1  I 

The  difficulties  the  ofiicers  have,  from  the  foundation 
q{  the  Colony,  had  to  combat,  deserve  absolute  pity,  for 
what  a  scene  of  misery  has  been  their  portion  1  Born 
and  educated  in  affluence,  nurtured  in  splendor,  and 
accustomed  to  elegance,  fashion,  politeness,  and  all  the 
enjoyments  of  refined  life,  we  find  them  snatched  sud- 
denly awav,  and  placed,  through  national  necessity,  be- 
tween a  numerous  body  of  vile  convicts,  and  an  innume- 
rable body  of  savages,  with  only  the  very  slender  barrier 
of  a  few  military.  Thus  situated,  their  strength  could 
onlv  be  increased  by  the  very  fev/  of  those  convicts  re- 
turning to  a  proper  knowledge  of  themselves.  Dangerous, 
indeed,  must  be  imagined  the  situation  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  dangerous  indeed  it  was  ;  hut  fortunately  their 
own  conduct  was  such  tliat  ensured  them  respect,  fear, 
and  love,  at  the  same  time  ;  and  bad  indeed  as  the  con- 
■  victs  have  been  found,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  History  of  the  Colony,  not  one  has  been  found  so 
lost  as  to  offer  any  personal  injury  to  any  of  the  officers. 

In  continuing  this  retrospect,  the  poor  natives  next 
interest  my  atteiuion  :  their  natures,  which  are  naturally, 
savage,  could  but  ill  brook  being  driven  from  any  part  of 
their  native  couiitry  :  ar,d  though  offered  no  personal 
violence  at  the  foundation  of  the  Colonv,  that  spirit  of 
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revenge  so  truly  congenial  to  their  natures  manifested  it- 
self by  far  too  powerfully  on  every   occasion.     True  it 
most  certainly  is,  that  some  of  the  convicts  continually 
committed    those   depredations   which  must  have  cried 
loudly,  and  have  obtained    redress,  had  they  been  exe- 
cuted on   other  persons.     The    consequence  of  course 
followed,  for  the  natives,  knowing  no   superior  power, 
sought  redress  in   their  own  way ;  but,    doubtless,  had 
they   never  had  just  cause  to  be  offended,  the    greatest 
benefit  might  have  been  gained  by  their  labours.     Indeed, 
now  they  begin  to  understand  the  English  language  a  little, 
many  are  found  particularly  useful,    and  live  regularly  at 
the  settlement,  on  the  earnings  of  their  own  industry, 
and    possess    dispositions    of   the   most  amiable    kind; 
thoBgh  there  are  undoubtedly  continually  others,  who, 
after  living  some  time  amongst  ovu-  people,  quit  all  the 
comforts  of  the  Colony  for  the  savage  association  of  the 
wild  natives  :  but  this  may  certainly  be  accounted  for  on 
two  grounds  ;  a  natural  savage  ignorance,  or  a  total  ab- 
horrence of  labour,  to  which  cause  must    be  attributed 
the    primary    motive    which    occasioned   many    of  the 
convicts  visiting  the  country.     It  is,  therefore,  by  no 
means  wonderful  that  these  savages,  totally  unacquainted 
with  any  employment,  should  quit  absolute  labour,  till 
they  obtained  a  proper  knowledge  of  all  the  various  en- 
joyments they  might  obtain  by  the  exertion  of  that  labour. 
As  the    natives  associate  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
settlements,  they  very  rapidly  become  enlightened,    and 
have  in  many  cases  been  known  to  give  the  first  intelli- 
gence of  any  breach  of  public  orders  issued  by  the  Go- 
vernment.    This  has  gained  them   the  esteem  of  some, 
and  the  censure  of  others  ;  indeed,  several  have  been  so 
disgusted  with  the  criminal  proceedings  of  the  convicts 
towards    each  other,  that  they  have   sought  rather  the 
habits   of  the  former  part  of  their  lives,  than  live  with 
those  who  would  injure  each  other  wilfully.     It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  hoped,   that,  as  the  settlements  increase  in 
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cultivation  and  population,  the  natives  wiH  have  better 
examples  and  fewer  temptations  to  do  injuries;  for  there 
are  now  nearly  one  thousand  young  persons  living,  all 
born  in  the  country,  who,  it  is  fondly  hoped,  will  be- 
come good  and  useful  members  of  society ;  in  which 
case,  a  few  years  will  remove  all  those  fears,  either  from 
mischief  to  be  dreaded  from  the  natives  or  convicts,  that 
continually  alarm  the  Government  and  better  sort  of 
settlers.  Some  of  the  natives  are  now  very  regular  in  at- 
tending divine  worship,  and  even  those  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  language  behave  with  the  greatest 
propriety,  which  respect  undoubtedly  arises  from  an  ex- 
planation received  by  them  from  those  of  their  fellow 
natives,  who  have  not  only  acquired  the  language,  but 
can  both  read  and  understand  the  scriptures.  How  op- 
posite has  been,  generally  speaking,  the  conduct  of  the 
convicts  !  Born  in  a  country  where  the  poorest  and 
meanest  of  the  people  are  taught  the  value  of  the  scrip- 
tures, they  have  neglected,  nay  even  despised  them. 
The  actions  of  their  lives  form  but  one  dreadful  chain  of 
events,  only  connected  by  a  series  of  uniform  depravity, 
which  no  admonitions  could  repress,  no  laws  restrain, 
and  no  punishment  reform. 

The  regulations  adopted  by  the  Government,  either 
for  the  general  good  of  the  settlements  or  even  for  the 
particular  benefit  of  the  convicts  themselves,  have  not 
only  been  neglected,  but  prevented  being  carried  into 
effect.  Even  the  restrictions  the  convicts  were  wished 
to  observe,  as  to  confining  themselves  within  a  given 
space,  though  it  concerned  the  safety  of  their  own  lives, 
they  by  no  means  regarded,  notwithstanding  examples 
frequently  met  their  eyes  of  those  who  paid  for  their 
rashness  with  their  lives.  The  various  escapes  attempted 
and  effected  in  spite  of  every  regulation,  every  danger,  or 
every  fatal  instance  of  those  who  by  such  vain  endea- 
vours fell  sacrifices  to  their  folly,  had  no  beneficial  effect 
on   the  minds  of  the  depraved  inhabitants.     But  this 
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certainly  arose  from  that  detestation  of  labourwhich  nearly 
all  so  uniformly  inherited,  and  which  there  seems  even  yet 
to  be  no  very  efficient  means  of  overcoming ;  for  at  this 
period  even  the  garden  grounds  allowed  to  many  of  the 
convicts  are  not  cultivated,  as  they  prefer  rather  wasting 
the  time  allowed  them  for  that  purpose  than  to  make  a 
proper  use  of  it.  But,  probably,  as  the  decent  members 
of  society  increase  fast,  when  they  exceed  the  number  of 
the  contrary  description,  shame  will  operate  so  powerfully, 
as  to  induce  them  to  act  with  propriety — to  prevent 
being  avoided,  when  their  terms  of  transportation  shall 
expire.  It  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  lamented  that  every  ship 
nearly  which  visited  the  country  furnished  those  disposed 
with  the  means  of  procuring  spirits  in  the  most  unreason- 
able quantities,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitions  of  the 
government,  and  that  scarcely  a  vessel  left  the  country 
without  assisting  some  to  make  their  escapes.  This, 
perhaps,  unsettled  most  of  those  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  contented  ;  for  as  every  arrival  revived  their 
hopes  of  escape,  so  did  it  cause  them  to  neglect  their 
duty  to  attempt  getting  away.  These,  added  to  the  re- 
peated and  unfortunate  shortness  of  provisions  with  which 
the  colony  was  formerly  visited,  might  be  an  additional 
motive  for  such  attempts  being  made.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered with  what  evils  the  government  of  New  South 
Wales  had  to  contend,  it  is  really  wonderful  how  so 
much  labour  was  effected  on  the  public  account ;  for, 
exclusive  of  the  quantity  of  land  cleared  and  cultivated, 
the  list  of  buildings  in  pages  -415  to  420,  which  are  there 
mentioned,  as  only  those  during  Governor  Hunter's  re- 
sidence as  Chief  Magistrate  in  the  country,  many  other 
works  have  gone  forward  on  the  accounts  of  individuals  ; 
so  that,  had  it  fortunately  have  happened  that  all  had 
with  equal  alacrity  exerted  themselves  for  the  good  of  the 
colony,  as  the  various  officers  have  been  found  to  do,  it 
is  hardly  possible  to  calculate  to  what  degree  of  import- 
ance the  country  might  by  this  time  have  arrived  at. 
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When  the  time  shall  arrive  that  a  more  regular  com- 
munication is  kept  up  between  New  South  Wales  and 
the  mother  country,  which  there  is  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect will  shortly  take  place,  in  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentations which  Governor  Hunter  promised  on  leaving 
the  colony  to  make  to  Government,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  many  advantages  will  result  to  both  countries, 
though  more  particularly  to  this ;  and  should  it  be 
thought  proper  by  Government  to  suffer  some  honest 
familes  to  come  out  as  settlers,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  it  would  prove  most  highly  beneficial  to  themselves 
and  the  settlements.  That  spirit  of  monopoly  which  has 
in,  several  instances  manifested  itself  would  by  that  means 
be  broken,  if  not  entirely  overcome,  as  there  would  be  a 
greater  number  ready  to  buy  the  cargoes  that  might  arrive 
for  sale,  and  consequently  an  increased  number  of  re- 
tailers, which  would  occasion  a  necessity  of  selling  the 
articles  at  a  more  moderate  price. 

The  want  of  a  regular  attendance  on  divine  worship, 
of  which  notice  has  been  so  frequently  taken  in  the 
course  of  the  History,  is  now  nearly  removed  ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  New  Church,  built  at 
Paramatta,  is  properly  attended  every  Sunday  by  all 
classes  of  people,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  very  long  before 
another  complaint  can  be  made  of  want  of  attention  on 
that  head.  The  adjoining  sketch  of  the  Church  is  a  very 
faithful  representation,  and  will  serve  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  my  readers. 


NEW   SOUTH    WALES. 


JOS 


> 
Pi 

> 

> 

H 
H 
> 


SUPPLEMENT. 


xSUT  respecting  the  morality  of  the  settlers  and  fertility 
of  the  colony,  it  was  evident  from  the  very  first  trials  that  it 
could  only  be  improved  by  the  skill  and  active  industry 
of  respectable  settlers.  Among  the  first  settlers  there  were 
unfortunately  eighty-seven,  mostly  emancipated  convicts, 
sailors  and  privates  from  the  marines,  men  too  long  ac- 
customed to  drinking  spirituous  liquors  to  shake  off  a 
practice  so  pernicious  in  their  new  situation  ;  however, 
this  is  an  evil  no  longer  existing,  it  having  been  found 
necessary  to  transport  incorrigible  characters  even  from 
the  place  to  which  they  had  been  transported  before.  The 
settlers  consequently  are  more  select,  and  hence  respecta- 
ble strangers,  as  well  as  the  natives  of  Great  Britain,  are 
induced  to  come  and  establish  themselves  in  the  new 
colony.  In  fact,  erery  arrival  for  the  last  seven  years 
has  brought  passengers  ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that 
vessels  from  the  following  places  are  constantly  yisiting 
the  settlement,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  doubt  of  its  in- 
creasing consequence,  viz.  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Batavia,  Bengal,  Bombay,  Madras,  the  West  and  North 
West  coasts  of  America,  Maiailla,  Dusky  Bay,  Otaheite, 
Cape  Blanco,  China,  &c.  &c. 

Besides  the  superabundant  crops  of  grain  which  the 
colony  has  been  brought  to  produce,  iron  ore  equal  to 
any  Swedish  has  been  discovered  ;  many  fine  veins  of 
coal ;  oak  not  inferior  to  our  finest  mahogany,  for  articles 
of  furniture  and  veneering;  spermaceti  oil ;  seal  skins  ; 
wool  equal  in  quality  to  the  finest  Spanish;  besides  hemp, 
flax,  tobacco,  &c.  &c. 

As  for  any  association  with  the  natives  in  general, it  is  no 
longer  expected  ;  and  as  they  have  long  since  ceased  to  be 
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formidable  to  the  settlers,  this  is  a  matter  of  small  import- 
ance ;  it  is  most  probable  that,  imitating  the  conduct  of  the 
Indians  in  North  America,  as  strangers  encroach,  they  will 
retire  further  and  further  into  the  interior.  They  seem  totally 
incapable  of  refinement ;  their  natural  aversion  to  its  whole- 
some restraints  has  proved  on  all  occasions  insurmountable  ; 
and  it  has  been  consequently  observed  that  Bennilong,  though 
he  had  been  to  England,  even  the  refined  Bennilong  soon 
stripped  himself  of  all  his  fine  cloaths,  and  betook  himself  in 
a  state  of  nature  to  his  native  forests  and  former  habits  ;  al- 
though, when  he  first  returned  home,  he  appeared  to  his  sisters 
and  relatives  quite  the  man  of  consequence.  He  even  de- 
clared, in  a  tone  and  with  an  air  that  seemed  to  expect  implicit 
compliance,  that  he  should  no  longer  suffer  them  to  fight  as 
they  had  done ;  that  he  should  introduce  peace  among  them, 
and  make  them  love  each  other ;  and  that  when  they  visited 
him  at  the  government  house  th^y  ought  to  be  more  cleanly 
in  their  persons,  and  less  coarse  in  their  manners.  And, 
though  he  himself  for  a  time  behaved  with  great  propriety  at 
tabic,  particularly  in  the  observance  of  those  attentions  chiefly 
requisite  in  the  presence  of  women,  he.could  not  exterminate 
his  ancient  propensities,  but  finally  gave  up  all  his  new  pro- 
spects for  the  liberty  of  indulging  habits  of  life  not  many  re- 
moves from  absolute  beastiality.  And,  when  some  of  our 
officers  asked  Bennilong  whether  he  had  left  all  his  good  man- 
ners in  England,  he  replied,  "  Oh  1  good  manners  are  of  no 
use  here :  one  must  always  make  free."  Still,  this  is  a  rule 
not  without  several  exceptions  ;  it  will  therefore  give  great 
pleasure  to  every  advocate  for  humanity  to  knov/,  that  through 
the  attention  of  the  governors,  the  officers,  and  their  ladies, 
several  of  the  natives'  children  are  educating  at  Paramatta, 
Port  Jackson,  &c.  and  that  they  have  manifested  a  docility  of 
disposition,  that  does  not  leave  the  smallest  doubt  of  their  be- 
coming useful  members  of  society.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden, 
chaplain  to  the  colony,  took  a  native  boy  whom  he  brought 
to  write  a  good  hand  and  speak  English  with  great  fluency. 
He  was  also  taught  singing,  and  had  a  particular  taste  for 
sacred  music.  Several  others  have  been  taught  to  read  the 
New  Testament. 

It  further  appears,  that  by  means  of  the  Paramatta^  a  trad- 
ing vessel  from  Port  Jackson,  several  voyages  have  been  made 
to  the  Society's  Islands,  viz.  Huahene,  Macatea,  and  Bora- 
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bora.     The  chiefs  of  these  islands  have  shewn  a  very  friendly 
disposition  towards  the  Christian  rdigion. 

,  Many,  natives  of  Otaheite  had  visited  the  missionaries  in 
ISOQ,  at  Port  Jackson,  and  the  governor  had  also  assured 
theit]  of  his  patronage  and  support.  In  the  course  of  the  same 
year  It  appears  th^t  Pomarre,  the'chief,  ha"d  such  a  thirst  for 
knowledge,  that  he  consented  to  learn  to  write  English  :  seve- 
ral persons  of  consequence  were  following  his  example. 

Th.c  authority  of  Pomarre  as  king,  Vv'as  acknowledged  not 
only  at  Taheite  Eimeo,  Metea,  and  Tcturoa,  but  also  atHua- 
heine,  Koau?a,  Macoa,  Manu,  Borabcra,  and  at  Matea,  (the 
recreation  island  of  Koggewin)  and  likev/ise  by  some  of  the 
Pearl  islands.  In  a  bloody  war  maintained  at  Oura,  in  1807, 
it  is  said  the  party  who  conquered  baked  in  an  oven,  and  aie 
np  their  enemies. 

Pomarre  in  the  same  year^ promised  to  banish  Ofo,  his  chief 
idol,  to  Raatea;,  and  to  abolish  human  sacrifices  and  infant 
murders.  Though  this,  some  of  the  Taheitans  then  said,  was 
all  te  vdia,  mere  talk. 

A  strain  of  simplicity  seenis  to  run  through  the  following 

Letter  from  Eomarre,    King  of  Otaheite,  to  the  Missionary 

Society. 

Matavae  Otaheite,  Jan.  1,  1S07. 

*'  Friends, 

'^  I  WISH  you  every  blessing,  friends,  in  your  residence  in 
this  country,  with  success  in  teaching  this  bad  land,  this  fool- 
ish land,  this  wicked  land,  this  land  which  is  ignorant  of 
goodj  this  land  that  knoweth  not  the  true  God,  this  regardless 
land. 

*'  Friends,  I  wish  you  health  and  prosperity  ;  may  I  also 
live,  and  may  Jehovah  save  ^s  all. 

^'  Friends,  with  respect  to  the  letter  you  wrote  to  me,  I 
have  this  to  say  to  you^  that  your  business  with  me  and  your 
wishes  I  fully  coas;;at  to,  and  shall  consequently  banish  Oro, 
and  send  him  to  Raetca. 

"  Friends,  I  do  therefore  believe  and  shall  obey  your  word. 

'^  Friends,  I  hope  you  a!so  will  consent  to  iny  request, 
which  is  this ;  I  wish  you  to  send  a  great  number  of  men, 
women,  and  children  here. 

"  Friends,  send  also  property,  and  cloth  for  us,  and  we 
iwill  also  adopt.  English  customs. 
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'^  Friends,  send  also  plenty  of  muskets  and  powder,  for 
wars  are  frequent  in  our  country.  Should  I  be  killa'd,  you  will 
have  nothing  in  Taheite :  do  not  come  here  when  I  am  dead : 
Taheite  is  a  regardless  country,  and  should  I  die  with  sickness 
do  not  come  here.  This  also  I  wish,  tb^at  you  would  send  me 
all  the  curious  things  that  you  have  in  England.  Also  send 
.  me  every  thing  necessary  for  writing ;  paper,  ink,  and  pens 
in  abundance  :  let  no  writing  utensil  be  wanting. 

*'  Friends,  I  have  done,  and  have  nothing  at  all  more  to 
ask  you  for.  As  for  your  desire  to  instruct  Taheite,  'tis  what 
I  fully  acquiesce  in.  H'is  a  common  thing  for  people  not  to 
understand  at  first ;  but  your  object  is  good,  and  I  fuiiy  con  - 
sent  to  it,  and  shall  cast  off  all  evil  customs. 

*^  What  I  say  is  truth,  and  no  lie  ;  it  is  real  triitb, 
^'  This  is  all  I  have  to  write,  I  hate  done.  Friends,  write  tcx 
me,  that  I  may  know  what  you  have  to  say. 

"  I  wish  you  life  and  every  blessing, 
'^  May  I  also  live,  and  may  Jehovah  save  us  all, 

"  Pomahru,  King  of  Taheite,  Sec, 
**  For  my  Friends  the  Missionary 
Society,  London." 

The  late  Govexnor  Bligh,  also,  previous  to  his  removal  by 
Lieutenant-governor  Paterson,  had  been  extremely  favourable 
to  the  misrionaries  in  affording  them  ail  the  accommodatiogL 
in  his  power. 

Pomarre,  the  king  of  Otahcite,  has  been  in  connection 
with  the  colony  ever  since  ISOl,  when  a  scarcity  of  provisions 
being  much  feared  in  New  South  Wales,  the  governor  dis- 
jjatched  a  letter  by  Lieutenant  Scott,  who  was  going  to  the 
Ca])e  de  Verd  Islands,  to  the  king  of  Otahcite,  earnestly  re- 
questing him  to  afford  Mr.  Scott  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power,  as  he  was  perfectly  aware  that  though  provisions  might 
be  sent  from  England  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  accidents 
might  notwithstanding  retard,  or  prevent,  their  reaching  New- 
South  Wales  by  the  time  the  stock  in  hand  would  be  ex- 
pended. 

At  this  time  also  the  governor  made  it  a  particular  request 
to  Pomarre,  that  the  missionaries  then  residing  at  Otaheite; 
should  receive  every  attention ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince him  that  his  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  would, 
by  the  good  conduct  shewn  to  these  people,  judge  of  those  of 
Otaheite. 
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But  Mr.  Scott,  it  is  thought,  took  with  him  far  more  powerful 
arguments  than  those  in  the  governor's  letter,  this  being  ac- 
con)panied  by  a  plentiful  assortment  cf  yellow  and  red  cloths, 
knives,  shirts,  tomahawks,  axes,  jackets,  scissars.  Sec.  &c. 
for  the  people  in  general :  and  for  his  majesty  of  Otaheite, 
(who  was  known  to  be  by  no  means  averse  to  presents)  Mr. 
Scott  was  furnished  with  a  mantle  and  other  dresses,  orna-  ' 
mented  with  feathers,  six  muskets  and  ammunition,  and  thus 
equipped  could  not  well  fail  of  success.  Lest,  however,  any 
accident  should  happen,  the  governor  in  the  mean  while  sent 
instructions  to  Norfolk  Island  for  salting  all  the  provisions 
that  could  be  well  spared  for  the  settlers  and  convicts  at 
Sydney. 

Mr.  Marsden,  the  chaplain  to  the  settlement,  who  succeeded 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  about  sixteen  years  since,  has^^een  a 
very  zealous  assistant  to  the  governor  in  ke«ping  up  the  mis- 
sionary interest  in  that  quarter.  With  the  view  of  procuring 
young  men  for  that  undertaking,  that  gentleman  was  in  Eng- 
land about  two  years  ago ;  when  he  spoke  in  the  warmest 
terms  of  the  climate  and  scenery  of  this  improving  colony. 
It  should  also  be  understood,  that  in  December  1807,  a  gold 
time-keeper  sent  to  be  repaired  was  sent  back  from  Sydney  to 
Pomarre,  and  in  his  absence  delivered  to  his  mother. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  the  missionaries ;  all  these  pro- 
spects of  success  seem  to  have  vanished  suddenly  ;  for  a  war 
having  broken  out  at  Otaheite,  the  missionaries  were  obliged 
to  retire  to  a  neighbouring  island,  about  sixteen  miles  distant, 
when  some  of  them  having  been  there  before,  they  were  re- 
ceived in  a  friendly  manner.  This  intelligence  came  from  the 
directors  at  Huaheenc. 

When  the  war  broke  out,  the  brig  Perseverance  from  Syd- 
ney, in  New  South  Wales,  was  in  the  bay  of  Matavea  :  she 
was  detained  4$  hours  by  the  earnest  request  of  the  mission- 
aries, and  took  them,  with  their  property,  on  board.  They 
left  Otaheite  about  noon,  Nov.  10,  1808,  and  anchored  in 
the  harbour  of  Huahecne  about  noon  next  day. 

This  serious  war  in  Taheite,  it  is  thought,  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, end  in  the  dissolution  of  Pomarre's  government,  and 
the  total  overthrow  of  his  authority.  A  new  mission  to  Ule- 
tea,  it  was  said,  was  in  agitation,  under  the  protection  of 
Tapoa. 

Literature  as  well  as  religion,  it  seems,  has  increased  in  this, 
fliistant  quarter.     Even  some  time  ago  it  was  observed,  that 
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the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  ''  was  already  England  in 
miniature."  It  is  but  little  more  than  two  centuries  since 
Europeans  settled  in  a  manner  nearly  similar  on  tlie  continent 
of  North  America;  and  which  has  now  for  some  years  past 
proved  its  ability  to  maintain  its  own  independence. 

One  of  the  most  striking  public  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New  South  Wales  towards  assuming  a  national  character  ought 
not  to  be  passed  over  without  interest  and  observation.  It  is 
a  period  naturally  leading  to  reflection,  ^nd  the  thinking  mind 
cannot  look  forward  without  anticipating  similar  occurrences 
to  those  which  have  happened  in  America  ;  but  only  v^'ith  this 
difference,  which  perhaps  may  hasten  such  a  period,  viz. 
th:;t  New  South  Wales  increases  in  wealth  aftd  conveniences 
much  more  rapidly  than  America  did. 

But  in  no  point  of  view,  perhaps,  the  v/ealth  and  prospe- 
rity of  a  country  can  be  so  justly  ascertained  as  by  the  num- 
ber and  contents  of  its  newspnpers ;  and  the  appearance  of  a 
weekly  print  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  rising  infant  colony 
would  certainly  have  excited  surprise,  had  it  not  been,  visibly 
connected  with  the  most  promising  hopes  of  its  future  pro- 
sperity. We  allude  to  the  STjdneij  Gazette  and  New  South 
Wales  Jdcertiser,  price  sixpence,  ornamented  with  an  oval 
device,  containing  the  implements  of  husbandry,  round  which- 
are  the  words,  "  Thns  ice  hope  to  conquer."  It  v/as  publish- 
ed by  the  authority  of  Governor  King,  at  Port  Jackson,  on  the 
Gth  of  March  1803,  where  his  excellency  resided. 

From,  all.  the  subsequent  papers  which  have  arrived  here,  it 
appears  they  are  much  occupied,  like  our  English  newspapers, 
with  advertisements,  state  of  the  markets,  public  sales,  arti- 
cles lost  and  found,  even  servants  wanted,  with  articles  of 
millinery,  jevvellery,  &c.  &c.  Hence  the  state  of  society  is 
evident  ;  and  it  presents  a  wide  iieid  to  reflection  to  observe 
how  nearly  all  this  approaches  to  the  perfection  of  opulence. 

Another  representation  of  delegated  authority,  of  late  very 
frequently  to  be  seen  in  the  colony,  is  the  public  seal.  The 
obverse  bears  the  king's  arnr.s  and  royal  titles,  and  the  reverse 
emblematic  figures  suited  to  the  situation  of  the  people  for 
whose  government  il  is  designed.  The  motto  is,  "  Sic  fortis 
Etruria  crevil;"  and  m  the  margin,  Sigullum  Nov.  Camb, 
^list 

But,  perhaps,  a  more  just  tribute  to  the  flourishing  state 
of  ihis  color.y  could  not  possibiv  h;i/e  been  pa;d  than  that 
which   has    becxi  given  by  a  stranger,  M.   Peron,   the  nfLtu- 
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ralist,  who  accompanied  the  voyage  of  discovery  sent  out  by- 
Buonaparte,  between  1800  and  1804. 

The  acti^^ity  and  extent  of  English   commerce  were  never 
more  forcibly  depicted  than  in  the  hmguage  this  impartial   ob- 
server made  use  of  on  this  occasion.     "  A  crowd  of  objects," 
said  he,  "  demanded  our  notice  in   every   direction.     In  the 
port    (Jackson),  we   saw,    drawn  up   together,  a  number  of 
vessels  that  had  arrived  from  different   parts  of  the  world,  and 
most  of  which  were,  destined  to  perform  new  and  difficult  voy- 
ages.   Some  of  them  had  come  from  the,  banks  of  the  Thames, 
or  the  Shannon,  to  pursue  whale-iishing  on  the   frigid  shores 
of  New  Zealand  :  others,  bound   to  China,  after  depositing 
the  freight  which  they  had  received  from  the  Luglish  govern- 
ment for  this   colony,  were  preparing  to  sail  for  the  mouth  of 
the    Yellow-river;    vvlifle  some,    laden    with    pit-cQal,  were 
about  to  convey  that  precious  combustible  to  India,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good   Hope.     Several   smaller  vessels  were  on  their 
way  to  Bass's   Straits,  to  receive   skins,  collected  by  a  few 
individuals,  who  had  established   themselves  on   the  isles  of 
those  Straits,  to  catch  the  marine  animals  that  resort  to  them. 
Other  ships,  stronger   built  than   those  just  alluded   to,  and 
manned  by  more  numerous  and  daring  crews,   who  v^ere  pro- 
vided with  all  kinds  of  arms,  were  on  the  point  of  sailing  for 
the  western  coast  of  America.     Laden  with  various  sorts  of 
merchandize,  these  vessels  were  intended  to  carry  on,  by  force 
of  arms,  a  contraband  trade  on   the   Peruvian   shores,  which 
could  not  fail  to  prove   extremely  advantageous  to  the  adven- 
turers.    Here  they  were  preparing  an  expedition,  to  carry  on 
a  skin  trade  with  the  people  of  the  north-west  shores  of  Ame- 
rica'; there  all  hands  were  engaged  in  sending  off  a  fleet  of 
provision-ships  to  the  Navigators',  the  Friendly,  and  the  So- 
ciety, islands,  to  procure  for  the  colony  a  stock   of  salt  pro- 
visions.   'At  the. same   time,  the   intrepid    Captain   Flinders, 
after  effecting  a  junction  with  his   companion-ship,  the  Lady 
Nelson,  was  getting  ready  to  continue  his  grand  voyage  round 
New  Holland  ;  a  voyage  which  was  soon  afterwards  terminated 
by  the  greatest  misfortunes.     In  short,  at  this  period,  the  har- 
bour of  Port  Jackson   had   become  fannliar   to  the  American 
ilavigators,  and  their  flag  was  continually  flying   in  it  during 
our  residence. 

^'  All  these  great  maritime  operations  gave  to  the  pl^ce  a 
character  of  importance  and  activity,  far  beyond  what  we  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  on  shores  scarcely  known  to  Europeans^ 
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even  by  name,  and  the  interest  we  took  in  the  scene  was  only 
equalled  by  our  admiration. 

"  The  population  of  the  colony  was  to  us  a  new  subject  of 
astonishment  and  contemplation.  Perhaps  there  never  was  a 
more  worthy  object  of"  study  presented  to  the  philosopher  ; — 
never  was  the  influence  of  social  institutions  proved  in  a  man- 
ner more  striking  and  honourable  to  the  distant  country  in 
question.  Here  we  found  united,  like  one  family,  those  ban- 
ditti, who  had  so  long  been  the  terror  "of  their  mother  country: 
repelled  from  European  society,  and  sent  off  to  the  extremity 
of  the  globe ;  p!a;:ed  from  the  very  hour  of  their  exile  in  a 
state  between  the  certainty  of  chastisement,  and  the.  hope  of  a 
better  fate;  incessantly  subjected  to  an  inspection,  as  inflexi- 
ble as  it  is  active,  they  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  their 
anti-social  manners;  and  the  majority  of  them,  having  expi- 
ated their  crimes  by  a  hard  period  of  slavery,  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  rank  which  they  held  amongst  their  fei!o\v-men. 
Obliged  to  interest  themselves  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and 
justice,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  property  which  they 
have  acquired  ;  while  they  beliold  themselves  in  the  situation 
of  husbands  and  fathers,  they  have  the  most  interesting  and 
powerful  motives  for  becoming  good  members  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  they  exist. 

"  The  same  revolution,  effected  by  the  same  means,  has 
taken  place  amongst  the  women :  and  those  who  were  wretch- 
ed prostitutes  have  imperceptiUly  bcenbroxight  to  a  regular  mode 
of  life,  and  now  form  intelligentand  laborious  motliers  of  families. 
But  it  is  not  merely  in  the  moral  character  of  the  women  that 
these  important  alterations  are -discoverable,  but  also  in  their 
physical  condition,  the  results  of  which  are  worthy  the  consi- 
deration, both  of  the  legislator  and  the  philosopher.  For  ex- 
ample, every  body  knows  that  the  common  women  of  great 
capitals  are  in  general  unfruitful ;  at  Petersburgh,  and  Ma- 
drid, at  Paris,  and  Londoii,  pregnancy  is  a  sort  of  phenome- 
non amongst  persons  or  that  description  ;  though  we  are 
unable  to  assign  any  other  cause,  than  a  sort  of  insusceptibi- 
lity of  conception  :  the  difficulty  of  researches,  as  to  this 
subject,  has  prevented,  philosophers  froirj  determining  how 
far  this  sterility  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  mode  of  life  of 
such  women ;  and  to  \\'hat  degree  it  may  be  modified  or 
altered  bv  a  change  of  condition  and  manners.  But  both 
these  problems  are  solved,  by  what  takes  place  in  the  sinoular 
establishment  that  we  are  describing.     After  residing  a  year 
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or  two  at  Port  Jackson,  most  of  the  English  prostitutes  be- 
come remarkably  fruiiful ;  and  what,  in  my  opinion,  clearly 
proves  that  the  effect  arises  much  less  from  the  climate,  than 
from  the  change  of  manners  amongst  the  women,  is,  that 
those  prostitutes  in  the  colony,  who  are  permitted  by  the 
police  to  continue  in  their  immoral  way  of  life,  remain  barren 
the  sanie  as  in  Europe.  Hence  we  may  be  permitted  to  de- 
duce the  important  physiological  result,  that  an  excess  of  sex- 
ual intercourse  dcslroys  the  sensibility  of  the  female  organs,  to 
such  a  degree,  as  to  render  .them  incapable  of  conception  ; 
while,  to  vestorc  the  frame  to  iis  pristine  activity,  nothing  is 
necessary  but  to  renounce  those  fat^sl  excesses. 

"  While  we  were  refiecting  en  these  numerous  and  inte- 
resting subjects,  all  the  CiTicers  and  principal  citizens  ,of  the 
colony  wer^:  unremitting  in  their. assiduities  towards  us.  Our 
numerous  sick  were  received  into  the  government  hospital, 
where  the  English  surgeons  paid  them  all  possible  attention. 
Doctor  Thomson,  the  chief  physician  of  the  colony,  directed 
the  mode  cf  treatment  with  the  greatest,  tenderness  :  and  what- 
ever we  were  in  need  of,  that  the  place  could  furnish,  was  put 
at  or.r  disposal.  The  governor-general  cave  us  an  unlimited 
credit  on  the  public  treasury,  and  our  Commodore  was  fur- 
nished with  royal  printed  checks,  to  fill  up  with  any  sum 
that  he  might  wish  for ;  and  these  checks,  without  any  other 
security  thhn  the  signature  of  the  French  commandant,  were 
accepted  by  the  in!'.:ibitants  with  a  confidence  highly  honour- 
able to  the  lyovernruent  of  our  country.  Our  salt  provisions, 
spirits,  and  biscuits,  were  exhau.^ted  ;  but  by  means  of  these 
checks  we  obtained  fresh  supplies ;  and  several  times  the 
masrazines  of  the  colony  were  opened  to  supply  us  with  arti- 
cles which  our  agents  could  not  procure.  Thus,  by  this 
generous  relief,  we  were  enabled  to  reclothe  our  crews,  who 
were  in  want  of  every  thing ;  repair  our  ships  ;  purchase  one, 
instead  of.  that  we  had  lost ;  and  be  completely  prepared  for 
continuing  our  voyage. 

"  At  the  same  time,  our  scientiHc  researches  met  with 
every  encouragement;  a  guard  of  English  soldiers  was  ap- 
pointed expressly  to  protect  our  observatory,  which,  we  placed 
on  the  north  point  of  the  eastern  bank  of  vSydney  Cove.  The 
wh(^le  of  the  country  was  open  to  the  excursions  of  our  natu- 
ralists, and  we  were  even  permitted  to  wear  our  arms,  as  were 
the  persons  of  our  suite ;  while  guides  and  interpreters  were 
furnished   us  for  our  longest  journies.     In  shorty  the  English 
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fovernment  behaved   to  us  with  such  gencrosiiVj    that  they 
acquired  our  warmest  gratitude. 

"  The  principal  ohject  of  our  stay  at  Port  Jackson,  was, 
that  we  might  devote  proper  attention  to  every  part  of  the 
surrounding  country.  While  our  crews  were  repairing  the 
damages  the  ships  had  sustained,  and  getting  in  fresh  supphes 
of  provisions,  the  naturahsts  extended  their  researches  to 
every  branch  of  the  physical  history  of  this  interesting  country. 
The  scurvy,  which  had  affected  all  my  joints  wnth  swcllino-s 
and  stiffness,  had  already  begun  to  yield  to  the  influence  of 
diet  and  the  climate ;  and  as  soon  as  I  v.'as  able,  I  went  down 
to  the  coast  of  Botany  Bay,  the  harbour  of  which  is  situated 
5ome  leagues  to  the  south  of  Port  Jackson.  A  large  and  com- 
modious road  leads  from  Sydncv  Town  to  this  great  bay  :  all 
the  intermediate  country  is  sandy  and  barren,  and  appears  un- 
fit for  any  kind  of  cultivation ;  consequently  one  does  not 
meet  with  any  European  habitations.  After  passing  the  high 
hill,  at  the  foot  of  Which  is  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Palmer, 
the  country  opens  upon  a  sandy  plain,  which  extends  as  far 
as  the  svv'ampy  banks  of  Cook's  river.  Various  species  of 
Hakea,  Styphelia,  Eucalyptus,  Banksia,  Embothryum,  and 
Casuarina,  grow  amidst  these  sands,  and  laige  spaces  are 
occupied  entirely  with  the  Xanthorea,  the  gigantic  stalks  of 
which  grow  to  the  height  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty  feet.  In 
the  distance  may  be  perceived  the  smoke  of  a  few  huts,  be- 
longing to  those  unfortunate  hordes  of  natives  who  exist  on 
these  desolate  shores. 

'^  As  you  approach  towards  Botany  Bay,  the  land  gradually 
sinks,  till  you  reach  the  dangerous  swamps  formed  by  the 
brackish  waters  of  Cook's  river  tov.'ards  the  north,  and  of 
George  river  to  the  south.  These  marshes  are  so  extensive, 
and  often  so  deep,  that  it  is  im})ossible  in  many  parts  to  pass 
them,  if  you  want  to  reach  the  sea.  On  their  banks,  and  all 
along  the  two  rivers  just  mentioned,  vegetation  is  very  active : 
a  thousand  species  of  trees  and  shrubs,  which  cover  the  s\ir- 
face  of  the  soil,  afforded  to  that  part  of  the  country  which  we 
occupied  a  delightful  appearance;  it  was  this  circumstance 
which  deceived  Captain  Cook,  and  his  brave  companions  ; 
for  they  supposed  the  land  to  be  unparalleled  in  point  of  fer- 
tility. It  would  have  been  well,  however,  if  this  bav,  so 
celebrated  by  those  navigators,  had  justified  the  great  ideas 
which  they  formed  of  it.  Obstructed  by  large  banks  of  mud, 
and  open  at  the  south  tp  the  easterly  winds,  it  .does  not  a^Tord 
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to  vessels  that  security  often  necessary.  The  marshy  soil  in 
the  environs  beiijg  unhealthy,  Commodore  Philip,  after  view- 
ing Port  Jackson,  was  soon  induced  to  abandon  Botany 
Bay,  where  only  a  lime  kiln  remains  now,  to  make  lime  out 
of  the  shells  that  abound  on  this  part  of  the  coast.  This  part 
the  natives  call  Gwea,  as  it  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  savages 
under  Bennilong,  called  Gwea  Gal. 

'*  Twenty- five  miles,  or  thereabout,  to  the  west  of  Sydney 
Town,  is  the  town  of  Rose  Hill,  or  Paramatta,  which  I  took 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  visiting:  M.  Bellefin,  the  principal 
])hysician  of  the  NafuraUste,  accompanied  me.  A  serjeant  of 
the  New  South  Wales  regiment  acted  as  our  guide,  and  was  or- 
dered by  Colonel  Paterson  to  obtain  for  us  such  facilities  as 
we  might  stand  in  need  of.  The  large  road  from  Sydney  to 
Paramatta,  though  not  paved,  is  kept  in  good  condition,  and 
every  where  wide  enough  for  three  carriages  to  pass  abreast. 
Bridges  are  here  and  there  thrown  across  where  the  waters  offer 
any  interruption.  Having  been  opened  through  vast  forests 
never  before  assailed  by  the  axe,  at  a  distance  this  grand  road 
'  appears  like  an  immense  avenue  of  foliage  and  verdure.  A 
charming  freshness  and  an  agreeable  shade  always  prevail  in 
this  continuous  bower,  the  silence  of  which  is  interrupted 
only  by  the  singing  and  chirping  of  the  richly  plurned  paro- 
quets and  other  native  birds.  The  whole,  between  this  and 
Rose  Hill,  is  a  flat,  with  veiy  few  exceptions.  The  soil  be- 
comes less  barren  in  proportion  as  you  recede  from  the  sea 
shore.  In  some  parts  there  are  large  spaces  between  the  trees, 
covered  by  very  fine  and  sweet  scented  grass,  forming  a  beau- 
tiful verdant  carpet,  and  now  affording  pasturage  to  numerous 
flocks  of  such  excellent  sheep,  that  the  finest  kinds  of  Spain 
and  England  thrive  as  vvcll  h^rc  as  on  their  native  soil :  the ' 
English  manufacturers,  knowing  of  the  superiority  of  tlie  wool, 
pay  dearer  for  it.  This  discovery  will,  probably,  soon  open 
to  Great  Britain  a  branch  of  commerce  as  easy  as  it  is  lu- 
crative. 

*'  Woods  here  and  there  open  to  the  view,  and  the  traveller 
perceives  amidst  them  spots  which  have  been  cleared  by  the 
settiersj  he  discovers  on  them  many  pretty  habitations,  shaded 
by  beautiful  trees,  and  contemplates  with  pleasing  emotions 
those  new  fields  where  the  feeble  grass  of  the  north  rises  from 
the  decay  of  the  more  powerful  Eucalyptus  :  here  with  delight 
he  scC-s  on  those  dist«nt  grounds  the  most  useful  animals  of 
his  own  country  J  the  bulls   frisk  about  with  a  vigour  equal, 
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or  Gvexi  superior,  to  that  of  the  cold  meadows  of  Ireland, 
while  the  cow  gives  a  greater  quantity  of  milk.  The  English 
horse  also  jmpears  with  the  same  spirit  as  when  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  while  the  European  hog  is  improved  by  nu- 
merous crosses  with  those  of  the  South  Sea  Islands.  All 
kinds  of  poultry  have  at  length  succeeded,  and  the  farm  yards 
are  stocked  with  different  kinds  of  geese,  turkies,  pheasants,' 
&:c.  several  of  which  are  preferable  to  the  finest  in  Europe. 

'*  The  traveller  feels  additional  pleasure  in  visiting  the  ha- 
bitations. Beneath  their  agreeable  roofs  now  live  that  ban- 
ditti, who,  but  a  short  time  before,  were  the  terror  of  Europe, 
and  who,  familiar  with  guilt,  constantly  expected  the  punish- 
ment of  death  :  here,  now,  live  those  rogues  and  pickpockets, 
those  criminals  of  every  kind,  the  refuse  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  who  there  appeared  to  increase  !  All  these  unfortu- 
nate wretches,  the  disgrace  of  their  country,  have  become,  by 
the  most  inconceivable,  metamorphosis,  laborious  cultivators, 
and  happy  and  peaceable  members  of  their  community.  In- 
deed, murders,  or  robberies,  are  scarcely  ever  heard  of  amongst 
them;  so  that  in  this  respect  the  most  perfect  security  pre- 
vails throughout  the  colony ;  a  happy  consequence  of  laws  as 
severe  as  they  are  beneficent. 

''  In  order  to  enjoy  at  our.ease  these  striking  scenes,  M. 
Bellefin  and  I  often  entered  the  rural  habitations.  We  were 
every  where  received  in  the  most  obliging  manner ;  and  when 
we  observed  the  tender  cares  of  the  mothers  towards  their 
children,  and  reflected  that  only  a  few  years  before  these  ver\' 
women,  destitute  of  every  tender  afiection  and  delicate  senti- 
ment, were  disgusting  prostitutes,  the  sudden  revolution  in 
their  moral  conduct  gave  rise  to  reflections  of  the  most  gentle 
and  philanthropic  nature."        • 

Having  thus  given  an  outline  of  the  latest  and  most  useful 
improvements  in  the  colony  itself,  we  shall  now,  in  pursuance 
of  the  plan  adopted  in  the  firit  editions  of  the  Voyage,  de- 
scribe those  discoveries  which  have  been  made  from  time  to  * 
time,  in  the  imrnense  bosom  of  the  Southern  and  Pacific 
Ocean,  by  the  navigators  dispatched  from  Port  Jackson  at 
different  periods  to  Otahcitc,  New  Caledonia,  New  Ireland, 
Kennedy's  Island,  the  Island  of  Simboo,  New  Zealand, 
&CC.    &c. 

But  as  a  British  settlement  has  lately  been  formed  at  Port 
Dahym pie  and  Western  Port,  in  Van  Diemcn's  Laud,  we  shall 
(onimence  with  a  more  particular  account  of  that  part  cjf  the 
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contir.cnt  tDnn  has  hitlierto  appeared;  as  it  may  be  seen  that 
rV^hen  the  first  Briii.-ih  journals  were  published,  the  navigators 
had  not  succeeded  in  making  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
persons  of  the  inhabitants,  on  account  of  their  keeping  thtm- 
iclves  so  carefully  aloof  from  strangers.  Monsieur  Labellar- 
diere,  the  French  navigator^  in  search  of  La  Perouse,  it  seems, 
has  succeeded  better. 

Like  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  coast  of  Botany  Bay,  he 
observes,  the  natives  of  Van  Dicmen's  laiid  feed  upon  shell 
Ush,  barnacles,  Sec.  and  it  is  the  women's  business  not  only 
to  pick  the  shell  fish  from  the  rocks,  but  likewise  to  dive  for 
them.  They  also  broil  a  kind  of  sea  weed,  and  had  at  first 
?uc  h  a  repugnance  to  any  food  offered  them  by  Europeans, 
that  they  would  not  suffer  their  children  even  to  eat  the  sugar 
given  them,  though  they  would  trust  them  into  their  hands 
to  dandle.  They  mostly  pass  the  nights  in  the  open  air ;  but 
though  the  temperature  of  the  climate  is  variable,  it  is  observ- 
ed tliey  are  not  subject  to  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  but  ge- 
nerally have  a  good  sight.  When  sitting  on  the  ground,  some 
of  them  spread  kangaroos  skins  under  them,  v\hile  others  use 
a  litilc  pillow  for  resting  one  of  their  elbows,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  yard  long,  covered  with  skin. 

The  singular  posture  of  the  women  much  surprised  the  Eu- 
ropeans wlic)  iirst  witnessed  it.  When  they  sit  on  the  ground, 
thorgh  they  are  for  the  miost  ]^art  entirely  naked,  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  point  of  decorum  to  adopt  all  that  possible  con- 
cealment which  nu^de;.ty  v/ould  suggest  among  the  most  re- 
ilned  nations. 

-They  luh  their  bodies  \^■ith  th.e  powder  of  charcoal.  The 
mer.  ii!  walking f:c(|uently  carry  tlieir  hands  resting  one  against 
the  other  upon  their  loins  ;  oi?  sometimes  the  left  hand  pass- 
in<r  behind  the  back,  and  grasping  the  right  arm  about  the 
middle. 

They  have  some  ideas   of  musical   harmony;  a  great  ana- 
^  logv  between   theli:   tunes   and   those  of  the  Arabs,  in  Asia 
Minor,  has  been  observed.     Two  of  them  sing  the  same  time 
at  once,  hut  always  one  a  third  above  the  other,  forming  a  con- 
cord with  considerable  accuracy. 

I'he  black  spotted  paroquet  scenes  to  be  peculiar  to  Diemen's 
Cape;  it  does  not  perch  like  the  rest,  but  luiiformly  settles  on 
the  grass  from  whicfi  it  rises.  Its  feet  are  provided  with  verj- 
long  claws,  with  scarcely  any  curve.  Its  feathers  are  green, 
spotted  with  black,  some  of  the  spots  surrounded  with  small 
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yellowish  bands  ;  and  a  few  reddish  feathers  may  be  seen  at 
the  bottom  of  the  beak,  at  the  upper  part.  It  should  have 
been  observed,  that  though  they  have  some  ear  for  music, 
they  could  not  bear  the  sounds  of  a  violin ;  but  absolutely 
stopped  their  ears  that  they  might  hear  no  more. 

Often  plagued  with  vermin,  mothers  have  been  seen  disen- 
cumbering their  infants  of  them  ;  but,  like  many  of  the  blacks, 
crushing  them  between  their  teeth,  if  not  swallowing  these 
disagreeable  insects.  Apes  have  been  observed  to  do  the 
same.  The  women  of  Van  Diemen's  land,  though  they  cai.i 
scarcely  be  suspected  of  coquetry,  have  a  nicthod  of  conceal- 
ing those  external  svmptoms  occasioned  by  frequent  child 
bearing.  They  have  the  exterior  skin  of  the  lower  abdomen 
marked  with  three  large  semicircular  risings,  one  above  the 
other ;  and  in  other  cases  are  supposed  to  make  use  of  the 
cautery  in  a  medical  way,  as  many  of  these  savages  had,  when 
first  seen,  several  marks  of  very  recent  burns  on  their  heads. 

In  Van  Diemen's  land,  as  well  as  in  many  other  uncultivated 
regions,  the  principal  part  of  the  labour  devolves  upon  the 
women.  Here  they  are  even  charged  with  the  task  of  pro- 
curing food  necessary  for  the  support  of  their  families.  Near 
Port  Dentrecasteaux,  the  women  were  observed  with  baskets 
followed  by  their  daughters  to  the  rocks  which  projected  into 
the  sea,  from  whence  they  plunged  to  the  bottom  in  search 
of  shell  fish.  After  remaining  under  water  twice  as  long  as 
our  ablest  divers,  they  came  up,  and,  only  taking  breath  for 
a  few  moments,  went  down  again  repeatedly,  till  they  had  fill- 
ed their  baskets.  Most  of  them  having  bits  of  wood  in  their 
hands  sharpened  at  the  ends,  with  these  they  forced  the  sea- 
ears,  &c.  from  the  rocks.  They  also  brought  up  very  large 
lobsters,  but,  to  prevent  being  hurt  by  their  claws,  they  alv,  ays 
took  the  precaution  to  kill  them  the  moment  they  were 
caught.  Being  cold  weather  at  this  time,  it  was  observed, 
that  when  these  women  came  ashore  after  diving,  they  would 
stay  but  a  very  little  while  to  warm  themselves,  before  they 
returned  again  ;  and  this  they  did  by  standing  with  their  faces 
towards  the  fire  where  the  fish  was  roasting;  while  behind 
them  other  little  fires  were  burning,  for  the  purpose  of  warm- 
ing them  on  all  sides  at  once. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  French  crews,  when  in  search  of  La. 
Peyrouse,  entreated  the  husbands  of  these  women  to  take  a 
part  in  this  labour.  They  kept  themselves  very  comfortably 
about  the  fires,  feasting  on  the  choicest  of  the  fish,  and  cat- 


518  '  SUPPLEMENT. 

ing  broiled  fern  roots.  Occasionally  they  would  take  the 
trouble  of  breaking  the  boughs  of  trees,  merely  to  prevent  the 
£re  from  going  out;  but  even  this  they  had  a  most  curious  me- 
thod of  performing ;  for,  taking  hold  of  the  sticks  at  each 
end  with  their  hands,  they  bent  them  over  their  heads,  as  we 
do  at  the  knee,  till  they  broke.  It  being  observed  that  their 
meals  continued  very  long,  and  the  Eu*"opeans  being  rather 
surprised  that  none  of  the  savages  had  drank,  they  found  that 
this  was  always  deferred  till  they  were  quite  satisfied  wittj  a 
quantity  of  food.  Then  the  women  and  girls  being  sent  to  get 
water  in  vessels  formed  out  of  a  strong  sea  weed,  on  their  re- 
turn they  were  observed  to  set  it  down  by  the  men,  who  drank 
it  with  avidity,  notwithstanding  it  was  both  muddy  and  stagnant. 

In  this  part  of  the  continent  of  New  South  Wales,  nothing 
appeared  to  point  out  that  they  had  any  chiefs,  as  each  family 
seemed  to  .be  independent,  though  the  children  were  in  the 
greatest  subordination  to  their  parents,  and  the  women  the 
same  to  their  husbarids.  It  also  appeared  that  the  women 
were  very  careful  to  avoid  giving  their  husbands  any  occasion 
for  jealousy. 

The  Commandant  Dentrecasteaux  suffered  one  of  the  na- 
tives to  come  on  board  th«  Recherche.  He  came  up  the  side 
with  an  air  of  confidence,  and  examined  the  inside  of  the 
ship  with  great  attention ;  and  being  taken  with  the  resem- 
blance between  the  black  swans  of  Cape  Diemen  and  the 
geese  of  Guir\ea,  he  asked  for  one,  knowing  it  was  to  be 
eaten.  Looking  at  the  hen  coops  alsa,  he  was  much  pleased 
with  a  large  cock,  and,  upon  its  being  given  him,  he  made  it 
known  by  si^ns  and  gestures  that  it  should  not  be  long  before 
he  would  broil  it  and  eat  it.  Being  loaded  with  presents,  he 
wished  to  return  on  shore,  and  was  immediately  rowed  oft'. 
An  ape  taken  ashore  with  the  people  of  the  Recherche,  fur- 
nished-much amusement  to  the  savages  ;  and  one  of  the  crew 
taking  a  goat  witff  him,  this  formed  a  subject  of  conversation 
for  them  a  long  time ;  and  to  the  goat  they  frequently  spoke  as 
if  it  understood  them,  desiring  it  in  terms  of  familiarity  to  sit 
doiv7i.  In  hopes  of  naturalizing  some  European  animals  in 
New  Holland,  the  French  ships,  before  their  departure  in  1793, 
set  ashore  a  she  goat  and  a  young  he  goat,  under  the  idea  that, 
as  they  could  not  fail  thriving  on  the  mountains,  they  might 
be  of  use  to  future  navigators,  but  there  was  no  certainty  that 
the  savages  might  not  destroy  them  before  they  had  time  to 
propagate.  , 
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In  the  strait  of  Dentrecasteaux,  after  the  ship's  departure 
from  Rocky  Bay,  they  serit  an  engineer  geographer  to  explore 
the  great  creek  which  falls  into  this  strait,  in  order  to  find 
out  whether  it  had  any  opening  into  the  main  sea,  and  whe- 
ther the  Island  of  Maria  was  really  separated  from  the  land  of 
New  Holland,  as  this  had  not  been  fully  ascertained  neither 
by  Marion  nor  even  by  Captatn  Cook. 

While  some  of  the  crew  sent  out  to  catch  fish  were  pro- 
ceeding to  the  mouth  of  the  strait,  the  flood  brought  down 
considerable  quantities  :  several  species  of  the  ray  of  a  very 
large  size  were  caught,  some  of  them  weighing  upwards  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 

The  savages  in  this  neighbourhood  were  found  to  be  as  desti- 
tute of  clothes  as  tliose  before  described.  But  it  caused  some 
surprise  to  see  most  of  them  holding  the  extremity  of  the  pre- 
puce with  the  left  hand  ;  possibly  from  a  bad  habit,  as  it  was 
not  found  to  be  general.  Their  joy  was  expressed  by  loud 
bursts  of  laughter,  at  the  same  time  they  carried  their  hands  to 
their  heads,  and  performed  a  quick  tapping  with  their  feet  to 
the  ground,  while  their  countenances  shewed  they  were  well 
pleased.  These  savages  well  understood  the  language  of  the 
other  natives  at  Rocky  Bay,  &c.  and  one  of  them  seemed  to 
be  a  complete  beau.  He  was  certainly  a  fine  figure,  though 
not  above  the  middle  size  ;  he  was  tattoed  with  astunishing  re- 
gularity, and  his  hair,  plaistered  with  grease,  was  well  powdered 
with  ochre.  One  of  these  natives  also  remembered  Captain 
Bligh  when  he  anchored  here  in  179'^- 

All  the  savages  in  Van  Diemen'sland  seem  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  use  of  the  bow  ;  the  spear,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  is 
their  only  means  of  defence.  Almost  all  of  them  upon  the 
coast  are  tatooed  with  raised  points,  in  two  lines,  one  over  the 
other,  something  resembling^  the  shape  of  a  horseshoe  ;  others 
made  straight  lines,  and  in  many  the  navel  seemed  puffed  up 
and  very  prominent.  They  lived  upon  fish  as  well  as  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Cape  Diemen,  and  their  appearance  fur- 
nished a  denial  of  the  common  notion,  that  persons  confining 
themselves  to  this  food  are  subject  to  diseases  of  the  skin.  No- 
thing of  this  kind  was  observed  among  them. 

After  five  days  absence  the  small  vessel  which  the  command- 
ant had  di'spatched  to  make  discoveries  in  the  great  creek,  re- 
turned, and  decidedly  ascertained  having  seen  the  channel, 
that  the  Island  of  Maria  was  separated  from  the  main  knd  3  he 
also  discovered  several  bavs'not  described  before. 
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When  Captain  Cook  was  in  these  parts,  it  appears  that  he 
left  a  sow  and  a  boar  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  French  navi- 
gator afterwards  left  the  he  and  she  g6at.  The  latter  thought 
they  might  propably  iiiuUiply  to  such  a  degree  as  to  bring 
about  a  total  change  in  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  so  as 
to  make  them  a  jmstoral  people,  and  thus  quit  the  sea  coast 
without  regret.  The  women  then  would  no  longer  be  exposed 
to  be  devoured  by  sharks,  inconsequence  of  diving  in  search 
of  food.  Unhappily,  no  person  that  has  visited  Van  Diemen's 
Land  since  Captain  Cook  has  ever  seen  the  least  trace  of  the 
animals  he  left  there  with  the  most  benevolent  intentions. 

These  were  the  sentiments  entertained  of  -Van  Diemen's 
land  some  few  years  since  :  how  much  it  had  improved  between 
that  period  and  1807  with  respect  to  ^jU'Gjne  in  particular,  tlie 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  resident  there 
to  his  friend  in  London  will  sufficiently  evince. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Although  not  much  of  a  huntsman  before  I 
left  Europe,  yet  I  have  sense  enough  to  know  you  have  no  ani- 
mal now  left  that  can  give  you  ihe  least  idea  of  sporting  in  Van 
Diemen's  Land.  Nevertheless,  I  have  heard  much  of  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  chase,  of  hard  days'  riding,  dashing  leaps,  Sec.  &C. 
yet  tkese  are  mere  pigmy  difficulties,  when  compared  with 
those  of  the  hush  in  our  new  world. 

"  The  only  animals  I  recollect  you  to  have  now  left  as  ob- 
jects of  sport,  are  the  hare  and  fox,  v/ilh  (although  but  very 
seldom)  the  stag;  and  in  pursuit  of  these  innumerable  liound?:, 
horses,  and  huntsmen,  are  joined,  and,  if  one  solitary  brush  is 
obtained,  the  day  is  thought  to  end  victoriously.  Vv'^hat,  then, 
would  be  thought  among  you,  of  one  man,  with  two  dogs,  often 
procuring  in  a  few  hours,  and  bringing  home  on  his  shoulders, 
many  miles,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  solid  flesh 
food,  which  I  declare  my  own  huntsman  has  often  done?  and 
I  have  many  times  had  three  cwt.  ,of  meat  hanging  in  ray  yard 
at  onetime*,  which  I  assure  you,  if  properly  dressed,  it  is  im- 
possible to  distinguish  from  bee,f,  and  in  its  gelatinous  quality 
it  far  exceeds  the  ox,  for  the  tail,  head,  and  feet,  make  a  soup 
equal  to  tke  finest  turtle;  and  it  is  here  as  unconnnon  to  sit 
down  to  table  without  a  tureen  of  this  rich  soup  as  the  first  dish, 

"  *  You  will  be  surprii^eri  at  the  iifccssity  of  having  siicli  a  quantity  of 
aniiual  food  ;  but  in  tills  provision  consisted  our  onl}  means  of  paying  tlie 
men  working  on  bur  farms  for  tiieir  labour. 
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as  it  would  be  in  England  to  eat  dinner  without  bread:  in 
short,  during  the  interim  of  our  stock  increasing  sufficiently  in 
this  new  settlement,  to  enable  us  to  kill  with  propriety,  the 
kangaroo  is  our  principal  support  ;  and  as  all  nations  have, 
ab  origine,  done  before  us,  so  we  may  be  said  to  live  by  the 
chase  ;  but  I  must  be  understood,  this  chase  is  not  unattended 
with  difficulties  of  the  extremest  nature,  with  expence,  the 
severest  fatigue,  and  even  danger. 

"  In  the  first  place,  the  labour  of  a  man  to  hunt  four  dogs, 
If  of  any  merit,  is  worth  40l.  per  annum  ;  our  dogs,  if  of  good 
breed,  cannot  be  purchased  for  less  than  ^Ol.  2ol.  and  30l.  the 
pair,  and,  to  hunt  with  any  continued  certainty,  you  must 
have  at  least  four,  and  often  more,  some  gentlemen  having  seven 
or  eight,  although  more  than  three  are  rarely  ever  hunted  at 
one  time^  and  among  these,  every  person  must  have  at  least 
one  dog  that  will  v/hat  we  call  shew,  that  is,  the  kangaroos 
are  so  uncommonly  fleet,  that  nothing  but  the  swiftest  grey- 
houi^d  can  equal  them  j  they  are  of  course  seldom  killed  in 
sight  of  the  huntsman  ;  and  in  the  wild  country,  forming  only, 
on  all  sides,  one  impenetrable  forest  of  immense  gum  trees, 
and  the  deepest  underwood,  Interspersed  nine  months  of  the 
year  in  all  directions  with  runs  of  water,  and  with  the  number 
of  fallen  trees  that,  it  must  be  supposed,  have  given  way  to 
old  time  in  GOOO  years,  the  value  of  the  dogs  becomes 
most  evident.  After  having  run  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  view  of  those  hunting  them,  they  will  return  (frequently 
after  a  lapse  of  two  hours)  :  and  if  they  have  killed,  one  chosen 
hound  vvill  intuitively  conduct  his  keeper  through  an  almost 
impassable  brush,  for  miles,  to  the  exact  spot  the  reward  of 
their  vigour  lies  in,  and  if  it  was  not  for  this  quality  of  the 
dogs  bred  in  this  country,  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  kangaroos 
killed  would  be  lost.  The  chase  is  so  severe,  that  the  strongest 
dog  cannot  hunt  more  than  three  times  a  week,  and  he  is  for- 
tunate if  he  escapes  without  being  torn  in  the  most  dangerous 
manner,  many  of  our  finest  animals  being  cut  to  death  by  the 
claws  of  the  dying  kangaroo. 

^'  1  have  hunted  my  own  dogs,  and  nothing  I  have  heard 
-of  the  amusement  can  be  placed  in  competition  with  it.  I 
once  laid  three  superior  dogs  on  an  immense  Jorester,  and 
notwithstanding,  from  his  entangling  himself  in  a  brush,  they 
soon  haunched  him,  yet,  although  the  man  with  me  exerted 
all  his  strength  in  beating  him  with  a  club,  he  was  not  over-r 
come  for  full  fifteen  minutes,  snorting  the  whole  time,  with 
VOL.  I.  3  X 
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one  of  the  strongest  dogs  in  the  colony  at  his  throat,  and  the 
two  others  seizing  him  as  often  as  his  accursed  claws  would 
allow  them. 

.  "  It  is  certainly  the  grandest  sport  of  the  field  that  can  be 
imagined,  at  tVie  same  tune  the  most  interesting,  and  the  most 
dangerous.  In  this  instance  I  paid  dearly  for  the  victory  :  my 
two  best  dogs  were  so  severely  mangled,  thnt  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  them  panting  iu  their  blood,  till  I  could  send  for  them  ; 
and  although  the  kangaroo  weighed  137lb.  yet  I  would  not, 
for  twenty  of  his  weight,  have  laid  up  my  dogs  so  seriously  as 
they  were.  The  chest  of  one  was  cut  completely  across,  and 
so  deep,  that  his  lungs  could  be  plainly  seen^  added  to  which, 
his  right  side  was  as,  severely  laid  open  by  one  kick.  The 
other  had  the  whole  under  part  of  bis  belly  deeply  gashed,  the 
scrotum  entirely  cat  away,  and  his  mouth  enlarged  from  near- 
ly ear  to  ear  1  Yet  these  dogs,  in  five  weeks,  actually  were 
again  more  savage,  and  as  vigorous  as  ever  I 

"  The  fatigue  these  faithful,  and  to  us  invaluable  animals, 
will  undergo,  is  inci  tdibie  ;  and  when  their  feet  are  so  sore 
and  cut  v\ith  hard  running  that  they  may  literally  be  said,  in 
the  old  phrase,  not  to  have  a  leg  to  stand  on,  they  are  then 
often  hunted  in  boots  and  shoes,  that  is,  with  covering  for 
their  feet  made  of  leather,  or  of  the  kangaroo  skin  ;  and  I  have 
at  tliis  nioment  one  of  these  veterans  running  with  these  shoes, 
a  collar  of  leather  covering  a  neck  so  often  torn,  that  he  can- 
not now  be  risked  without  it ;  and  a  skin  so  cut  and  sewed 
up  in  all  directions,  that,  from  no  hair  growing  on  the  broad 
cicatrices  of  the  many  severe  wounds  he  has  had,  he  appears 
at  a  distance  an  animal  of  a  distinct  species. 

"  The  kangaroos  here  are  divided  principally  into  t\\  o 
classes,  the  one  called  brush  kangaroos,  the  other  foresters. 
The  first  run  from  1,5  to  50  and  6'()  lbs.  the  latter  from  40  lbs. 
even  to  1/0  lbs.  The  weight  of  the  tail  is  in  gei\eral  one  pound 
in  ten  of  the  whole  body ;  thus  the  tail  of  a  kangaroo  of  on€ 
hundred  weight  will  weigh  about  1 1  lbs.  the  v.'hole  of  which 
is  one  mass  of  cartilaginous  muscle,  and  makes,  as  I. have 
said,  the  richest  and  most  palatable  soup  that  can  be  tasted, 
forming,  when  cold,  the  strongest  jelly.  It  is  this  weighty 
appendage  to  their  brdies  that  materially  assists  them  in  run- 
ning, by  striking  it  on  the  ground,  thus  assisting  the  spring 
they  make  with  their  hind  feet,  for  their  fore  claws  are  too 
ghort  to  be  of  any  service. 

*'  The  skins  of  these  foresters  are  very  valuable  for  shoes. 
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and  make  as  fine  upper  leathers  as  can  be  desired  ;  and  had 
we  any  manufacture  here,  the  f'nr  would  also  be  of  momqnt. 
It  is  rare  that  any  part  but  the  hind  quarters  is  presef\'ed  for 
food,  the  fore  quarters  being  given  with  the  entrails  to  the 
dogs,  with  which  it  is  necessary  they  should  have  an  ample 
portion  of  ground  maize,  and,  indeed,  their  keep  is  altoge- 
ther expensive;  but  this  they  amply  repay.  I  however  expect 
that  the  persecuted  kangaroo,  which  daily  becomes  more  scarce, 
will,  as  was  the  case  at  Port  Jackson,  forsake  the  ground  con- 
tiguous to  any  of  our  camps,  and  retire  so  far  up  the  moun- 
tains, that,  the  difficulties  of  procuring  them  will  make  it 
cheaper  to  kiil  our  mutton. 

"  Of  birds,  we  have  also  abundance  of  sport  here;  we  have 
teal,  quails,  ducks,  red  birds,  v.atcr  hens,  herons,  and  black 
swans  ;  the  latter  of  which  we  most  generally  run  down  in  our 
boats,  when  they  are  moulting  their  wing  feathers.  Parrots, 
which  are  capital  eating,  and  small  birds,  are  innumerable, 
and  we  have  also  a  most  beautiful  feathered  pigeon,  called  the 
Bronze  Wing,  from  the  similaiiiy  of  the  pluniage  to  rich 
bronze.  In  appearance  thev  r?ther  resemble  the  dove  than  the 
English  pigeon,  but  cannot  be  distinguished  in  flavour  from 
the  wood-pigeon  of  Great  Britain. — I  have  purposely  first  men- 
tioned the  small  species  of  our  feathered  tribe,  that  I  may  the 
more  surprise  you  with  the  colossal  E)nu. 

"  This  bird,  which  exactly  rescuibles  the  cassowary,  we 
catch  here  in  great  numbers,  but  it  recjuires  the  fleetest  of  our 
dogs,  which  are  frequently  distanced  :  'ihey  VvCigh  from  40  lbs. 
to  100  lbs.  and  will  kill  our  strongest  greyhounds  by  one  blow 
of  their  talons.  The  chase  of  them,  m  the  picturesque  part 
of  the  country  they  are  found  in,  is  a  sight  beyond  my  de- 
scription, and  can  only  remind  mc  of  what  I  have  thought  the 
romantic  talcs  ofVaillant.  Some'time  alter  our  first  establish- 
ment, being  with  a  party  on  an  excursion  up  the  river,  we 
sudtienly  came  on  a  beautiful  valley,  not  before  profaned  by  an* 
European  eye,  in  which  were  grazing  seven  of  these  majestic 
birds  :  we  had  three  dogs ;  each  fortunately  singled  out  a  sepa- 
rate object,  and  all,  after  uncommon  running,  killed  in  sJirht, 
as  an  imuiense  plain  was  before  us,  and  we  were  on  an  enji- 
nence  ;  but  the  dogs  were  so  exhausted  and  bruised  in  the 
contest,  that  we  were  unable  to  run  them  for  some  time. 
These  three  birds  weighed  '2'£Olb3.  The  flesh  ana  fat  cannot 
possibly  be  distinguished  in  a',3pearance  'rom  beef,  whicli  it 
resembles   in  flavour  even   more    than    the   kangaroo,    and  is 
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inucil  esteemed  with  us  :  it  is  also  received  in  the  store,  in  the 
above  proportion.  I  have  had  ten  pounds  of  sohd  fat  from 
one  bird  of  50 lbs.  u'hich,  when  rendered  down,  and  well 
boiled  in  water,  is  equal  to  the  finest  butter. 

^^  The  most  sure  method  the  dcgs  have  of  killing  the  emu, 
"is  to  seize  them  by  the  neck,  in  which  they  are  extremely  sen- 
sible ;  and  some  of  our  old  hounds  are  so  well  aware  of  this, 
that  they  will  often  take  two  in  one  running.  I  think,  from 
our  ravages,  we  gradually  accomplish  the  eflect  of  driving  the 
natives  from  all  the  parts  contiguous  to  any  of  our  camps, 
whicb,  as  they  are  treacherous  in  the  extreine,  and  here  as  in- 
tractable, is  much  to  be  desired,  if  our  re&idence  here  is  to 
be  desired.  Twenty  years  has  had  little  effect  in  taming  them 
at  Fort  Jackson,  their  natural  ferocity  being  aided  by  the  ex- 
perience of  their  more  civilized  neighbours.  They  often  spear 
our  dogs,  and  attempt  to  pay  us  the  same  compliment,  and 
not  unfrequently  will  waddy  our  huntsmen,  when  they  have 
not  been  inclined  to  part  with  what  kangaroo  they  may  have 
killed. 

"  Having  now  sufficiently  put  to  issue  your  patience,  I 
shall  conclude  by  assuring  you,  the  general  tergisercatia  of 
this  part  of  the,  world  has  not  altered  the  esteem  which  I  pos- 
sessed in  a  less  rude  clime  of  yours. 

"   Fan  Biemens  Land,  May  1807."' 

As  a  proof  of  the  utility  of  the  kangaroo  in  this  infant  set- 
tlement, it  seems  that,  owing  to  a  recent  temporary  disap- 
pointment in  receiving  the  government  supplies,  the  hind 
quarters  of  that  animal  were  received  into  his  majesty's  store, 
at  sixpence  per  pound,  to  victual  the  troops  and  convicts,  in 
the  proportion  of  7  lbs.  for  seven  of  salt  beef,  or  4  lbs.  of  pork. 
Within  the  course  of  six  months,  upwards  of  ]5,000lbs.  weight 
had  been  tendered,  although  only  four  gentlemen  had  hunted 
for  the  purpose.  This  substitute  for  salt  provisions,  there  can 
be  little  doubt,  has  been  the  sole  cause  of  keeping  the  scurvy 
away  from  the  people.  Otherwise,  instead  of  being  in  such 
health  as  to  make  sickness  almost  unknown,  the  people  and 
the  settlers  that  have  since  been  much  increasing,  might  have 
been  literally  exterminated  by  those  privations  which  insepara- 
bly attach  to  those  who  may  be  concerned  for  the  first  two  or 
three  years  in  forming  fi  new  colony. 

It  should  be  observed,  that  in  a  very  short  period  of  time, 
all  apprehensions  of  a  scarcity,  even  in   Van  Diemen's  land, 


SUPPLEMENT.  325 

must  vanish,  as  there  are  now  m  the  vicinity  of  the  British 
settlements  very  hrge  tracts  of  the  finest  tillage  and  grazing 
land  on  that  side  the  line. 


Discoveries  by   the  Nautilus ;  Kennedy's  Island' — 
Dexter' s   Groupe  —  Almagan  —  Pagan's  island^ ^ 
(S'c.  (St. 

Captain  Simpson,  of  the  Nautilus,  discovered  in  south 
lat.  1 1  deg.  17  min.  and  E.  long.  l()7  deg.  58  min.  an  island 
which  he  called  Kennedy's  Island.  From  its  beautiful 
appearance,  and  its  being  well  peopled,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  prove  valuable,  as  it  produced  abundance  of 
hogs.  J 

"  The  natives,"  he  says,  ^'  are  savage,  artful,  and  treach- 
erous upon  Du;Fs  or  Dexter's  Groupe,  which  obliged  me  to 
fire  upon  them  (a  neces^ry  precaution  to  those  who  may  v/ish 
to  land  upon  them  hereafter).  Upon  the  island  Disappoint- 
ment, I  landed  some  fowls,  sowed  several  sorts  of  seeds,  and 
put  some  plants  in  t^c  ground.  In  two  previous  voyages  I  passed 
this  island  without  the  precaution  of  looking  for  land,  as  I 
am  sure  many  other  navigators  have  done.  We  found  upon 
it  the  remains  of  a  very  large  lower  mast  next  the  keel,  which 
led  us^to  think  some  large  Spanish  ship  had  been  wrecked 
upon  it  long  since,  because  greatly  decayed.  There  is  scarce- 
ly an. island  in  the  whole  groupe  but  has  natives  upon  it ;  and 
when  our  distance  sunk  the  reefs  belov/  the  horizon,  the  na- 
tives as  they  crossed  from  one  island  to  another  preser.tefl  the 
appearance  of  a  regiment  of  soldiers  marching  round  the  ho- 
rizon on  the  surface  of  the  sea.  All  the  islands  like  these  are 
exceedingly  low,  and  shew  at  first  a  few  scattered  trees  above 
the  horizon,  which  will  demonstrate  their  danger  to  a  seaman. 
I  am  fully  persuaded  not  one  hundredth  part  of  them  are 
known  to  navigators.  They  appeared  to  us  to  be  formed  of 
coral  and  sand,  lightly  covered  with  a  thin  black  soil :  the 
stones  on  the  shore  had  the  appearance  of  being  burnt,  being 
black,  porous,  and  light. 
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Description  of  the  Island  of  Almagan. 

*'  Running'  down  along  the  north  part  of  this  island  to 
Howel  Bay,"  the  same  navigator  observes,  '^  I  much  regret 
that  commercial  interest  forbids  my  proceeding  as  far  as  Urac, 
as  connecting  and  examining  this  chain  of  islands  is  an  object 
o£  some  consequence  to  those  who  navigate  these  seas :  all 
that  I  have  seen  of  them  are  extremely  fertile  and  pleasant. 

''  The  Island  of  Pagan  naturally  produces,  in  an  uncommon 
abundance,  Papaw-apples,  sugar-cane,  a  nut  which  eats  nmch 
like  an  almond,  and  is  enclosed  in  a  light  green  rhynd,  and  a 
root  which  at  Sandwich  Islands  is  named  pcca,  which  grows 
and  looks  very  much  like  a  potatoe,  excepting  that  the  stalk  is 
very  difierent. 

*^  Being  considered  as  a  poist)n  by  the  Owyeeans,  they  pre- 
pare the  root  by  washing,  after  which  they  mash  and  mix  it  up 
with  fresh  water  to  the  consistence  of  butter.  They  then  let  it 
settle,  and  draw  the  water  off.  After  undergoing  this  opera- 
tion several  times  they  set  it  in  the  sun,  when,  after  the  last 
water  is  drawn  ofF,  it  dries  soon  and  resembles  flour.  It  may 
then  be  cooked  the  same  as  sago,  to  which  some  j^eople  give 
•it  the  preference.  It  makes  a  very  good  substitute  for 
bread. 

"  This  island  produces  a  number  of  plantain  or  banana 
trees,  and  cocoa  nuts.  In  addition  to  these  we  have  added, 
by  planting  and  sowing  in  Howel's  Bay,  in  difTerent  parts 
along  the  shore,  water  and  musk-melons,  with  yams,  landed 
and  set  in  a  state  of  vegetation,  cabbage  plants,  and  European 
potatoes ;  we  also  landed  a  male  and  female  kid  about  six 
weeks  old,  also  two  cocks  and  two  hens. 

*'  Mr.  John  Hovvel,  in  the  Lady  IVaslnngton,  in  17S6, 
landed  some  hogs  here;  and,  though  none  of  this  species  have 
been  seen  since,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  existence,  as 
the  nrint  of  their  feet  has  always  been  seen.  And  some  of 
our  party  thought  they  saw  the  print  of  the  feet  of  some  ani- 
mal as  large  as  a  horse^  and  which,  judging  from  the.  dung,, 
subsisted  upon  grass.  The  birds  are  of  the  aquatic  kind. 
That  species  of  land  crab  named  soldier  in  the  West  Indies 
are  also  here.  Fish  abound,  and  sharks  are  numerous  near 
the  shore.  For  a  landing,  Howel's  Bay  should  always  have 
tl.e  preference.  I  would  never  recommend  anchoring  near  the 
shore  unless   a  strong  trade  wind  and   clear  weather  should 
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vt-arrant  it  safe  :  in  that  case  I  would  trust  it.  As  far  as  I  wit- 
nessed, the  westerly  winds  are  always  indicated  by  heavy  clouds, 
light  variable  airs,  and  unsettled  weather. 

"  The  north  mountain  burns  very  mi^ch ;  the  southern 
ones  just  smoke,  but  very  little.  Having  stored  the  ship 
with  cocoa  nuts,  fire-wood,  crabs,  and  Papaw-apples,  and 
accomplished  our  business,  we  hoisted  the  boat  in  at  sun-set, 
and  made  sail  for  China. 

"  Fresh  water  is  to  be  had  here  very  sweet  and  very 
good." 


Voyage  to  Uiifeciy  and  Mangca,  an  unknown  Island. 

This  we  learn  by  a  letter  from  Sydney,  July  17,  1808,  was 
performed  by  the  Mercury,  colonial  schooner,  Thomas  Reiby, 
master,  from  Otaheite,  who  sailed  from  Sydney  on  the  10th 
of  Dectmber,  J  807,  in  company  with  the  King  George. 
They  went  together  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  for  refreshments, 
and 'separated  the  3d  of  January,  in  latitude  33"  20' ;  the  King 
George  bound  for  the  Fejees.  On  the  «24th  of  February  she 
came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Matavai  j  and,  having  com- 
pleted her  cargo  among  the  islands,  in  two  months,  on  the 
2oth*of  April  took  her  departure  from  Ulitea ;  on  her  return 
to  Port  Jackson,  made  Norfolk  Island  the  1st  of  June,  and 
left  the  (ith. — She  found  the  American  ship  Amethyst,  Captain 
Smith,  at  the  Islands ;  from  whom  she  fortunately  received  a 
supply  of  salt — that  which  she  had  taken  from  hence  having 
sunk  a  full  third  part  from  its  original  quantity ;  which,  but 
for  the  circumstance  of  her  obtaining  an  accidental  supply, 
must  have  been  productive  of  serious  disappointment  to  the 
ov/ners.  We  are  sorry  to  learn,  that  Captain  Smith  had  lost 
several  of  his  people  among  the  islands,  who  deserted  his  ship 
from  an  .inclination  of  living  among  the  natives;  to  whose 
friendly  disposition  toward  the  English  Mr.  Reiby  was  parti- 
cularly indebted  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  object  in  so 
short  a  period. 

■  The  Mercury  was  hove  down  at  Ulitea ;  and,  iipou  this 
occasion,  was  moored^  as  the  chiefs  affirmed,  to  the  very  tree, 
which  had,  upon  tlie  like  occasion,  been  made,  choice  of  by 
Captain  Cook,  for  heaving  down  the  Resolution;  and  to  bj^ing 
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to  recollection  the  more  strongly  that  great  circumnavigator's 
visit  to  those  islands,  a  chief,  named  Mahce,  produced  a  me- 
dallion of  his  Majesty,  which  his  father  had  received  as  a 
present  from  Captain  Cook ;  which,  after  some  solicitation, 
he  at  length  gave  to  Mr.  Reiby,  the  reversed  side  represent- 
ing two  ships,,encircled  by  the  words — Resolution  and  Adven- 
ture, MDccLxxii.  This  medal  is  considerably  larger  than  a 
crown  piece,  and  was  originally  gilt ;  but  which,  from  the 
length  of  time,  being  thirty-six  years,  is  now  nearly  worn 
off. 

By  the  order  of  Laboor,  the  head  chief  at  Uiitea,  a  store- 
house, 100  feet  in  fength  and  50  in  breadth,  was  built  for  the 
reception  of  the  Mercury's  stores,  the  building  of  which  was 
completed  in  a  day  and  a  hslf ;  so  numerous  were  the  work- 
men. 

Upon  leaving  the  island,  the  vessel  stood  towards  Mangea, 
an  island  to  the  south-west  of  Ulitca,  the  people  of  which 
seen)  perfect  strangers  to  every  race  of,  petn^ile  but  their  own. 
In  their  dress  and  c^.joar  they  differ  little  from  the  Friendly 
Islanders,  but  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  total  want  of  intercourse 
with  civilized  visitors,  their  manners  are  ferocious,  as  their 
aspects  are  forbidding.  Thtse  people  arc  said  to  be  much 
above  the  ordinary  size,  robust,  and  very  muscular.  On  the 
Jl/ercw!/'s  approach,  fifty  or  sixty  canoes  went  out  to  meet 
her,  each  canoe  having  only  ofle  man  in  it,  armed  with  a  long 
spear  and  several  short  ones,  As  soon  as  she  came  to,  which 
was  about  two  miles  from  the  shore,  they  went  along-side, 
and  entreated  the  hands  to  get  nearer,  which,  together  with 
their  repeated  efforts  to  decoy  them  into  their  canoes,  pro- 
duced a  suspicion  of  their  views,  and,  in  consequence,  the 
schooner's  people  got  ready  to  defend  themselves  in  case  of 
attack. 

Their  numbers  prodigiously  increasing,  every  precaution 
\yas  used  to  prevent  any  from  getting  on  board  :  they  appeared 
to  have  no  kind  of  knowledge  of  fire  arms,  which  they  saw 
without  emotion.  They  demanded  every  moveable  they  saw 
on  deck,  and  were  understood,  as  their  language  diilered  little, 
if  at  all,  from  that  of  the  Otaheitans.  The  pigs  on  board 
they  insisted  upon  having  ;  frequently  praised  the  size  of  the 
Mercury,  and  requested  lo  know  whose  canoe  she  was.  But 
at  len'i'th  becoming  impatient,  a  number  grappled  with  the 
bowsprit  rigging,  and  endeavoured  to  pull  her  in  towards  the 
shore,  while  others  were  endeavouring,  by  main  strength,  to 
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pull  the  bolls  from  the  sides,  for  the  sake  of  the  iron,  with 
the  value  of  which  metal  they  were  doubtless  made  acquainted 
by  Captain  Cook. 

As  they  had  not  any  articles  for  barter,  and  the  Mercury 
had  not  expended  the  whole  of  her  trade,  Mr.  Reiby  offered 
to  purchase  some  of  their  spears,  as  they  were  ingeniously 
carved ;  but  none  of  them  would  they  upon  any  account  part  with. 
At  length  they  began  vehemently  to  threaten  the  people  on 
board,  if  they  continued  to  object  to  going  on  shore :  many 
had  spears  in  their  hands  ;  and  one,  who  had  taken  a  long 
spear  up,  with  much  seeming  composure,  while  speaking  to  a 
seaman  in  the  main  chains,  of  the  name  of  David  Clarke, 
instead  of  offering  it  for  barter,  as  was  expected  to  be  his  in- 
tention, made  a  sudden  plunge  at  the  belly  of  Clarke  ;  who 
received  the  spear  through  his  right  hand,  and  into  the  left 
groin,  about  an  hich.  The  unfortunate  man  fell  upon  receiv- 
ing the  wound,  and  was  with  difficulty  got  in.  A  general 
disposition  of  attack  was  now  manifested,  and  self-defence 
became  a  duty  : — two  musketoons  were  immediately  discharg- 
ed among  the  foremost ;  and  we  are  not  sorry  to  observe,  that 
the  whole  contents  of  one  were  lodged  in  the  body  of  Clarke's 
unprovoked  assailant.  Their  consternation  at  the  noise  they 
heard  may  easily  be  conjectured  :  they  staid  not  to  examina 
the  cause  of  the  explosion ;  but,  taking  to  their  paddles,  in  a 
few  minutes  reached  the  shore,  where  an  immense  number 
were  assembled  ;  and  the  Alercwy  took  leave  of  this  little  in- 
hospitable island,  which  is  in  about  21°  3S'  S.  and  158"  20' 
E.  long. 

It  is  m\ich  to  be  lamented,  that  even  the  Friendly  Islanders 
should  still  retain  their  cruel  custom  of  sacrificing  humai\ 
beings  to  their  superstitions.  On  this  subject  we  copy  the 
foliovving  extract  from  a  journal  on  board  tliQ  Mercury : — 
*'  10th  of  March,  at  two  p.  m.  saw  the  natives  at  Hubaine 
murder  a  man,  as  a  sacrifice,  and  hang  him  up  in  a  basket, 
in  a  range  with  four  others,  who  had  suffered  the  same  fate. 
—  ]2th  of  March,  saw  a  canoe  take  in  the  murdered  bodies 
at  Hubaine,  to  be  conveyed  to  Ulitea,  a  distance  of  eight  or 
ten  leagues,  there  to  be  buried  in  their  grand  morai,  or  place 
of  worship." 

On  the  14th  of  March,  forty  or  fifty  canoes,  with  twenty 
to  thirty  men  in  each,  arrived  from  other  parts  of  Huhaine,  to 
the  bav,  at  which  the    Chief   Omal  commands,  to    hold    a 
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consultation  on  the  subject  of  the  Bolabolains  refusing  to 
pay  their  yearly  tribute,  which  was  usually  paid  in  swine  ;  and 
which  refusal,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  productive  of  an 
immediate  war. 


Voyage  from  Port    Jacksori  to  Prince  of  TVdles's 
Island,   Nexv  Caledonia,  S^c. 

On  Sunday  i>th  of  May,  1803,  we  descried  the  extensive 
reef  mentioned  by  Captain  Cook  as  lying  off  the  south-east  end  of 
New  Caledonia.  During  that  and  the  following  dav  we  ran 
before  a  fresh  breeze  along  the  reef,  apparently  extending  all 
along  the  western  side  of  this  large  island.  A  very  high 
mountain  which  we  passed  on  the  \bth  received  the  name  of 
Mount  Buffalo.  An  opening  in  the  reef,  one  mile  broad,  we 
found  leading  to  a  very  extensive  harbour.  The  extent  of  the 
harbour,  not  less  than  eighteen  or  twenty  miles,  struck  us  with 
astonishment,  particularly  after  entering  it  through  such  a 
narrow  passage. 

A  number  of  islands  of  various  forms  and  sizes  diversified 
this  sheet  of  water,  the  whole  surrounded  by  chains  of  stupen- 
dous mountains  rising  one  behind  the  other,  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach ;  the  tops  of  many  of  them  hidden  in  the  clouds. 
Being  evening,  the  bases  of  the  islands  were  softened  by  the 
setting  sun,  and  the  whole  was  a  solemn,  silent  and  majestic 
scene,  and  impressed  the  mind  with  the  grandeur  of  sequester- 
ed nature. 

**  Watering  was  the  purpose  for  which  we  came  into  this 
harbour  ;  however,  at  day-light  the  next  morning  a  canoe  was 
seen  paddling  towards  a  small  island  that  lay  about  a  mile 
from  the  ship,  when  two  natives  got  out  of  it,  and  seated 
themselves  on  a  rock.  After  gazing  at  the  ship  for  some  time, 
one  of  them  stood  up  and  repeatedly  called  out  Cooe,  at  which 
we  were  not  a  little  surprised,  it  being  the  same  word-which 
the  natives  of  Port  Jackson  make  use  of  as  a  friendly  invita- 
tion. Beirig  answered  from  the  ship,  they  returned  to  their 
canoe,  and  were  soon  joined  by  two  others.  They  were  tall, 
stout,  good  looking'men,  with  high  foreheads,  and  cheerful, 
open  countenances,  in  colour  nearly  black.  Some  printed 
cottons  and  a  few  showy  articles  being  given  to  them  from  the 
cabin  windows,,  they  gave  some  fine  mullet  and  some  yams  ia 
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return,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  on  board, 
till  a  small  piece  of  red  serge  was  held  up  to  view  from  one  of 
the  gangvv.ivs,  w|iich  they  were  so  eager  to  possess,  that  three 
of  them  ventured  up  the  side  of  the  ship  without  further  hesi- 
tation One  of  them  we  supposed  to  be  a  chief,  from  the  pe- 
culiarity of  his  head  dress.  This  was  a  sort  of  cap,  made  of  very 
fine  bark,  pRijecting  very  far  behind  fr«m  the  head,  bound  tight 
round  it  with  a  fillet,  and  adorned  on  one  side  by  a  bunch  of 
feathers,  which  appeared  to  be  those  of  a  heron.  This  man 
was  of  a  lighter  colour,  and  taller,  than  the  others.  A  lady 
on  board  tied  a  broad  pink  sash  across  his  shoulders,  which 
pleased  him  so  much,  that  he  sat  by  her  all  the  time  they  were 
at  bicakfast,  of  which,  however,  he  could  not  be  persuaded 
to  partake. 

"  On  Saturday  the  2 1st  several  canoes  of  a  considerablyv 
larger  size  than  any  yet  seen,  came  off  to  us.  The  people  in 
them  appeared  to  be  of  a  larger  make  than  those  we  had 
seen  before.  Their  projecting  brows  and  ferocious  counte- 
nances gave  an  idea  of  cannibalism,  and  they  did  not  seem  to 
be  of  the  same  race  as  those  before  described. 

"  The  savages  of  this  quarter  use  large  clubs  which  they 
call  bagos,  made  of  various  materials :  these  and  their  spears 
they  were  willing  to  barter  for  trifles. 

"  Soon  after  this  a  double  canoe,  the  first  of  that  kind 
seen  there,  made  its  appearance  and  came  alongside  the  ship 
with  several  articles  to  barter.  A  complete  platform  was  laid 
across  the  two  hulls,  on  which  were  their  fires  ;  and  by  two 
round  holes  in  a  plank  fixed  at  each  end  of  the  platform,  it 
appeared  that  through  each  of  them  a  paddle  was  introduced, 
with  which  they  sculled  in  a  perpendicular  direction. 

*^  These  savages,  like  most  others,  proved  to  be  thieves. 
Such  was  their  rage  for  small  pieces  of  cloth  and  linen,  blue, 
scarlet,  and  crimson,  that  at  length,  attempting  to  steal  the 
colours  of  the  ship,  it  was  found  necessary  to  fire  upon 
them. 

"  XVhile  some  of  them  were  on  board,  they  were  particu- 
larly attentive  to  the  flute.  They  also  listened  attentively  to  a 
song  which  a  lady  sung,  and  joined  chorus  with  her  in  the  tune  of 
*  tink  a  tink.'  Their  voices  were  reckoned  soft  and  melo- 
dious. The  dangerous  reef  first  mentioned  extends  three 
hundred  miles  along  the  south-west  coast  of  New  Cale- 
donia." 
On  the  l6th  of  July  pumice  stones  were  discovered  floating 
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on  the  sea  ns  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  :  two  volcanic  islands 
were  known  to  exist  about  100  miles  from  where  this  obser- 
vation was  made.  To  some  concussion  in  those  islands,  it 
was  attributed  that  the  sea  was  violently  agitated.  The  moon 
was  obscured  by  black  heavy  clouds;  vivid  flashes  of  light- 
ning with  loud  peals  of  thunder  accompanied  the  rain,  which 
fell  in  torrents.  Sheets  of  pumice  stone  almost  stopped  the 
ship's  way,  which  laboured  through  them  wi'dx  a  crashing 
noise. 

A  group  of  islands  (the  Admiralty  Islands)  on  one  side, 
and  two  iirmiense  rocks  rising  high  out  of  the  midst  of  the 
water  on  the  other ;  as  great  a  sea  as  is  usually  met  with  in 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  a  current  so  strong  as  to  set  the  ship 
upwards  of  forty  miles  to  the  northward  in  one  day,  excited 
no  small  alarm.  In  the  same  latitude,  and  perhaps  under 
similar  circumstances,  it  is  thought  the  two  vessels  under  M. 
La  Peyrouse,  viz.  the  Boiissole  and  Astrolabe^  perished  with  all 
their  people,  or  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  savages,  particularly 
as  the  SiriuSy  English  frigate,  navigating  here  in  1790,  had 
seen  savages  dressed  in  the  uniforms  of  French  marines,  and 
other  persons  who  wore  European  stuffs,  and  different  pieces 
of  cloth  in  their  dress.  These  people  also  hung  out  a  tchite 
fiag  as  the  signal  for  the  English  to  approach  ;  but  though 
Captain  Hunter  was  desirous  of  so  doing,  he  found  it  imprac- 
ticable on  account  of  the  contrary  currents  and  winds,  and 
the  danger  to  which  he  must  have  been  exposed  by  the  nume- 
rous shoals.  These  strong  currents.  Captain  Hunter  told  Mon- 
sieur Breaudet  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  carried  the 
Sirius  six  hundred  miles  to  the  eastward  in  the  space  often  days, 
and  he  seemed  fully  persuaded  that  the  European  dresses 
which  he  saw  in  the  boats  from  the  Admiralty  Islands  were  col- 
lected from  the  vessels  formerly  under  the  command  of  La 
Peyrouse. 

M.  de  la  Peyrouse  was  at  Botany  Bay  with  his  two  vessels 
in  1788,  bound  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  and  Captain  Hun- 
ter had  often  seen  the  French  navigator,  and  had  been  upon 
terms  of  intimacy  with  him. 

But  to  return  to  the  vessel  whose  voyage  we  have  been 
describing.  In  a  violent  gale  in  passing  between  the  islands 
of  Bourou  and  Manipa,  the  water  suddenly  changed  its  co^ 
lour  to  a  milky  whiteness.  This  phenomenon  is  said  to  occur 
twice  a  year  in  the  seas  round  Banda,  and  sometimes  it 
yeachesji    apparently  diversified  with  black  stripes,  as  far  ai? 
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Amboyna  itself.     It  is  dangerous  at  these  limes  for  small  boats 
to  navigate  it. 


The  Islands  of  Simboo,  New  Ireland,   ^c. 

The  first  of  these  is  one  which  in  Bouganville's  Straits  is 
called  the  Brothers.  Some  of  the  inhabitants,  when  an  Eng- 
lish vessel  was  passing  in  June  1803,  put  off  in  a  canoe, 
bringing  with  them  bread  fruit,  cocoa  nuts,  and  some  orna- 
ments made  of  tortoise-shell  and  mother  of  pearl,  for  which 
they  wanted  hammers  and  hatchets  in  return.  These  people 
and  their  canoes  formed  a  striking  contrast  with  those  of  New 
Caledonia :  the  whiteness  of  the  teeth  of  the  latter  was  unsul- 
lied, but  the  islanders  of  Simboo,  constantly  chewing  the 
beetle  nut,  had  their  teeth  as  black  as  their  skins,  which  were 
some  shades  darker  than  those  of  New  Caledonia.  Many  of 
the  former,  too,  had  their  hair  powdered  with  some  excessively 
white  substance  :  their  eyebrows  being  filled  with  it,  and  cir- 
cles drawn  round  their  eyes  and  mouth,  they  looked  at  a  dis- 
tance as  if  thev  wore  masks.  They  also  wore  small  shells, 
like  beads,  as  bandeaus,  necklaces,  ear-rings,  and  girdles  o^ 
the  same,  with  bracelets  of  pearl  round  their  arms  and  legs. 
Their  weapons  are  spears,  bows  and  arrows ;  the  former  and 
the  latter  jagged  on  each  side  with  notches  like  teeth. 

The  island  of  Simboo  bore  the  appearance  of  a  garden  in 
high  preservation.  Even  the  ascents  were  covered  with  cocoa 
nut,  bread  fruit  and  banana  tree,  down  to  the  water's  edge, 
while  a  fine  aromatic  smell  came  wafted  with  the  breeze  very 
reviving,  as  the  weather  had  been  excessively  hot  for  some 
days.  The  dexterity  of  the  inhabitants  here  in  thieving  was 
such,  that  they  fairly  run  up  the  sides  of  the  ship  without  any 
difficulty,  and  one  of  them  even  snatched  up  two  bayonet's 
lyin^upon  the  quarter  deck  in  the  presence  of  several  officers 
and  swam  off.  No  boat  has  ever  been  seen  that  could  over- 
lake  one  of  their  canoes.  Their  dexterity  in  the  water  is  truly 
astonishing.  One  of  these  savages  even  seemed  disposed  to 
have  siczed  a  child  about  ten  years  of  age,  the  son  of  the  gun- 
ner, and  to  have  jumped  overboard  with  him,  but  his  de^ 
sign  was  discovered  before  he  could  put  it  into  execution. 
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The  islands  that  lie  contiguous  to  Simboo  are  called  Bel- 
lala,  Gauunga,  Peteranna,  Sappa  and  Java.  Solomon's 
islands  were  seeia  next,  and  afterwards  Bouganville's. 

By  the  oth  of  July,  the  vessel  was  off  New  Ireland  and  the 
islands  of  Bournaud  and  Oraison.  The  canoes  used  here 
seemed  to  be  hollowed  out  of  trees,  like  those  of  New  Cale- 
donia. The  natives  are  large  and  athletic,  of  a  dark  copper 
colour,  and  entirely  naked.  One  of  them  was  observed  to 
have  a  large  human  arm  bone  fixed  as  a  handle  to  a  spear,  with 
six  rows  of  human  teeth  round  it.  Their  bushy  hair  is  cut  in 
the  form  of  a  helmet ;  the  centre  part,  from  the  neck  to  the 
forehead,  loaded  with  a  red  powder  resembling  brick  dust. 
One  side  of  the  face  is  nearly  covered  with  a  yellow  composi- 
tion like  thick  plaister,  and  the  other  with  one  of  v.'hite. 

Off  the  extreme  west  point  of  Nev.-  Ireland,  it  appears  there 
are  numerous  islands  of  various  beautiful  shapes,  covered  with 
trees,  mostly  cocoa  nuts,  none  of  which  are  laid  down  in  the 
charts  of  M.  Bouganville  :  but  this  is  easily  accounted  for; 
that  navigator  having  sailed  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  shore,  whilst  on  the  contrary  the  English  vessel  fr®m  New 
South  Wales  coasted  the  whole  length  of  New  Ireland,  within 
z  few  miles  of  it. 


REMARKABLE    PERSONS. 

Captain    Bligh, 

Among  those  persons  who  have  rendered  themselves  con- 
spicuous through  any  of  the  connections  they  have  had  with 
this  colony.  Captain  William  (late  Governor)  Bligh  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  distinguished.  The  first  event  which 
brought  him  into  public  notice  was  when  he  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  Bounty,  in  which  he  sailed  from  England  in  the 
autumn  of  1787  on  a  voyage  to  the  Society  Islands,  for  bread- 
fruit trees,  in  order  to  cultivate  them  in  our  West  India  islands. 
Having  completed  the  object  of  her  voyage,  the  Bounty  quitted 
Otaheite  on  the  1 1th  of  April,  1789?  and  was  pursuing  her 
course  across  the  Pacific  Ocean,  towards  the  Moluccas,  when 
«n  the  SSth  of  the  same  month,  at  day-break.  Captain  Bligh 
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was  siezed  in  his  cabin  by  a  part  of  the  crew,  and,  with  eigh- 
teen others,  mostly  officers,  forcibly  put  into  the  long  boat  with  a 
very  scanty    portion   of  provisions    and   water.      In   hopes  of 
making  some  addition  to  their  stock,   these  people  in  the  boat 
put  back  to^ne  of  the  Friendly  Islands,  where,  being  attacked 
by  the  natives,  who  killed  one  of  the  crew  and  wounded  several 
others,  they  determmed   upon  steering   their  course  to  Timor, 
a  Dutch   settlement,  where   they   arrived  alter   a  tedious  and 
most   distressing  passage  of  forty-six   days  in  a    crazy  open 
boat,  without  even  an  awning  to  defend   them  from  the  rain 
which  fell  almost   incessantly   forty  days  out  of  the  forty-six. 
Added  to  this,  a  heavy  sea  and  squally  weather  enhanced  their 
misery.     But   having   received    from    the   Dutch   governor  at 
Timor  every  necessary  succour,  the  crew  were  sent  from  thence 
to  Batavia.     Captain  Bligh   arrived  in  England  in  March  fol- 
lowing. The  mutineers,  then  said  to  be  twenty-five  in  number, 
were  headed   by  one  Christian   Fletcher,  the   master's   mate, 
and  stood   away,  as  it  was  supposed,  for  Otaheite.     However, 
for  a  number  of  years,  as  no  kind  of  intelligence  whatever  was 
received  either  of  the  Bounty  or  its  mutinous  crew,  it  was  ge- 
nerally  supposed    that  both  had  been  lost.     In    a  word,  the 
fate    of    Christian    Fletcher  and    the    rest   of   the   mutineers 
of  the    Bounty  had  remained  a  mystery  almost  twenty  years, 
when  it  seemed  to  be   reserved   for   an   American,  a   Captain 
Folgar,  of  Boston,  to  throw  a  light   upon   this   dark  transac- 
tion.    Writing  from  Valperaiso,  under  the  date  of  October  10, 
1808,  he   relates,  that  upon   landing    at  Pitcairn's  Island,  or 
Incarnation  of  Ouiros,  in  lat.   '25  deg.  2  min.  long.    130  deg, 
by  lunar  observation,  he  found  there  an  Englishman  by  the 
name  of  Alexander  Smith,  the  only  person  remaining  of  nine 
that  escaped  in  his  Majesty's  late  ship  the  Bounty,  Captain  W. 
Bligh.     Smith  relates  that  after  getting  Captain  Bligh  in  the 
boat,   Christian,  the  leader  of  the  mutiny,  took  the  command 
of  the  ship  and  went  to  Otaheite,  where  great  part  of  the  crew 
left   it,  except   himself  (Smith)   and   seven  others,  who  each 
took    wives  and    six   Otaheitan   men  as  servants,  and   shortly 
after  arrived  at  this   island  (Ouiros),  where  they  run  the  ship 
on  shore  and  broke  her  up.     This  was  in  1790.     Four  years 
afterwards  a  great  jealousy  breaking  out  among  the  Otaheitans, 
they  revolted  and   killed    every  Englishman   except    himself, 
whom  they  severely  wounded   in   the  neck  with   a  pistol  ball. 
The  same  night  the  widows  of  the  deceased  Englishmen   rose 
and  put  to  death  the  whole  of  the  Otaheitans,  leaving  Smith 
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the  only  man  alivQ  upon  the  island,  with  eight  or  nine  women 
and  several  small  children.  When  he  recovered,  he  applied 
himself  to  tilling  the  ground,  so  that  it  now  produces  plenty  of 
yams,  cocoa  nuts,  bananas,  plantains,  hogs  and  poultry  in 
abundance.  Some  of  the  children  of  the  mutineers  are  now 
grown  up  men  and  women,  the  whole  population  amounting 
to  thirty-five,  who  acknowledge  Smith  as  father  and  com- 
mander of  them  all.  They  all  speak  English,  and  have  been 
educated  by  him,  as  Cap.  Folgar  relates,  in  a  religious  and  moral 
way.  Christian  Fletcher,  it  is  said,  became  insane  soon  after 
he  reached  the  island,  and  threw  himself  off  the  rocks  into 
the  sea.  The  island  is  badly  supplied  with  water,  and,  having 
no  anchorage  for  ships,  was  thought  to  have  been  chosen  by 
the  mutineers  as  a  place  of  safety.  Smith  gave  Capt.  Folgar 
a  chronometer  made  by  Kendall,  which  was  taken  from  him 
by  the  governor  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

But  to  return  to  Captain  Bligh.  Being  found  to  be  an  ac 
tive  and  skilful  officer,  we  soon  found  him  again  employed 
in  the  South  seas  ;  and  when  Monsieur  Labillardiere  was  on 
his  voyage  in  search  of  La  Pcyrouse,  he  saw  on  the  shore  of 
A.dventure  B;iv  several  inscriptions  engraved  on  trunks  of 
trees,  by  which,  he  says,  he  learned  that  Captain  Bligh  had 
been  there  in  February  I79'2,  when  upon  his  voyage  to  the 
Society  Islands  for  bread-fruit  trees,  which  he  was  to  carry 
to  the  English  colonics  in  the  West  Indies  lying  between  the 
tropics.  This  was  Captain  Bligh's  second  voyage  in  the  Procl- 
dence  sloop. 

Bligh  had  with  him  two  botanists,  who  sowed,  at  a  littledistance 
from  the  shore,  cresses,  a  few  acorns,  celery,  &c.  Three  young 
fi<2;  trees,  two  pomegranate  trees,  and  a  quince  tree,  which 
the  English  planted,  were  likewise  found  ;  but  one  tree  had 
perished,  because  the  following  inscription,  found  on  the  trunk 
of  a  large  tree  near  the  spot,  mentioned  seven  : 

"  Near  this  tree  Captain  William  Bligh  planted  seven  fruit 
trees  179'2  Messrs  S  and  W  botanists" 

Other  inscriptions  were  couched  in  nearly  similar  terms. 
They  all,  M.  Labillardiere  observed,  "  displayed  the  same  marks 
of  deference  which  the  English  botanists  paid  the  commander  of 
their  ship,  by  putting  only  the  initial  letters  of  their  own 
names,  and  expressing  that  the  captain  himself  had  sowed  and 
planted  the  various  vegetable  productions  which  he  had  carried 
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from  Europe;'"  but,  be  added,  "  I  am  much  indined  to 
doubt  whether  Bligh  was  very  sensible  of  the  honour  which 
the  botanists  were  desirous  of  paying  him." 

But,  waving  the  opinion  of  the  French  navigator,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  his  services  in  the  new  settlement  have  been  consi- 
d«red  of  sufficient  importance  to  raise  him  to  the  arduous 
appointment  of  governor,  in  which  he  continued  a  considera- 
ble period.  And  it  was  not  till  some  serious  difference  occur- 
red between  him  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Paterson  that  we 
again  heard  of  the  former  gentleman,  by  means  of  a  procla- 
mation issued  by  the  Governor  \V.  Paterson,  Esq.  in  the 
Stidney  Gazette  for  Sunday,  March  Q.6,  1809,  charging  him 
with  a  breach  of  the  peace,   &c. 

Notwithstanding  the  plausibility  of  Captain  Bligh's  Narra- 
tive which  he  published  in  England,  relative  to  the  Bounty^ 
and  (he  particular  conduct  of  Christian  Fletcher,  Monsieur 
Labillardiere  seems  to  differ  very  much  with  him.  Respecting 
these  nuitineers,  he  says,  "  We  learned  that  the  Pandora 
English  frigate.  Captain  Edwards,  had  since  been  at  Society 
Islands,  where  they  had  siezed  fourteen  of  the  mutineers.  Four 
of  them  afterwards  made  their  escape  when  that  vessel  was 
run  aground  off  Norfolk  Island.  The  ringleader  of  the  muti- 
neers. Christian,  had  escaped  with  nine  others  to  another 
island,  and  carried  several  of  the  natives  with  him.  One  of 
the  officers  of  the  Pandora,  lately  arrived  at  the  Cape,  assured 
us  that  Bligh  had  behaved  very  ill  to  Christian,  and  that  an 
abuse  of  authority  on  the  side  of  the  captain  was  the  cause  of 
all  his  subsequent  misfortunes.  Christian,  though  master  of 
the  vessel,  had  been  maltreated  according  to  Captain  Bligh's 
orders,  as  if  he  had  been  a  common  sailor  of  the  lowest  rank. 
If  this  be  the  fact.  Captain  Bligh  disguises  the  truth  when  he 
asserts  that  he  had  always  treated  him  with  the  greatest 
liberality. 

Lieutenant  Riou. 

To  the  instance  of  Captain  Bligh,  8cc.  we  may  still  add 
what  will  appear  singular  in  the  fate  of  another  naval  charac- 
ter who  has  been  connected  with  the  new  colony  j  viz.  Lieu- 
tenant Riou,  commander  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Guardian^ 
bound  with  stores  and  provisions  for  the  settlement  at  Port 
Jackson  in  1790,  when  in  the  course  of  their  voyage  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  they  fell  in  with  an  isl&ijd,  or  rather 
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a  moLintaui  of  ice,  twice  as  high  as  the  mast  head ;  with 
which  getting  encumbered,  the  ship  received  so  much  damage 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  crew  took  to  their  boats  ;  one  of 
which,  alter  encountering  the  greatest  hardships,  was  taken 
by  a  French  ship,  and  the  crew  landed  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

The  Guardian  remained  for  some  days  in  the  same  state  as 
when  the  boats  left  her  at  the  mercy  of  £he  winds  and  waves, 
being  without  a  rudder,  and  every  instant  in  danger  of  being 
svrailowed  up  in  the  yawning  gulph  beneath  them ;  but  as 
Lieutenant  Riou,  with  that  true  spirit  of  enterprize  and  heroism 
which  has  so  frequently  distinguished  the  British  sailor,  could 
never  be  persuaded  to  leave  the  vessel,  at  length  the  few,  by 
their  united  efforts,  disengaged  the  ship,,  and  she  was  provi- 
dentially enabled  to  make  her  way  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

Lieutenant  Edward  Riou,  being  afterwards  made  captain 
of  the  Amazon  frigate,  at  length,  as  his  monument  in  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  with  Captain  Robert  Moss  of  the  Monarch, 
expresses  it,  "  fell  gloriously  fighting  for  their  country  in 
the  memorable  attack  on  Copenhagen,  under  the  command 
of  the  late  Vice  Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  on  the  first  of  April 
180]." 

Messrs.  Muir,  Margarot,  Sklrving,  and  Palmer. 

Mr.  Barrington,  in  his  History  of  New  South  Wales,  has 
barely  noticed  the  escape  of  Mr.  Thomas  Muir,  one  of  the 
persons  sent  to  that  country  for  sedition  in  1795  with  Messrs. 
Gerald,  Margarot,  and  Sklrving.  He  took  the  advantage  of 
the  departure  of  the  Oiler  for  America,  leaving  a  letter  in 
which  he  said  that,  in  withdrawing,  he  conceived  he  had  only 
asserted  his  freedom.  However,  from  an  inhabitant  of  the 
colony,  we  have  received  the  following  description  and  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Muir's  three  colleagues,  all  equally  sentenced  to 
New  South  Wales. 

"  Of  Mr.  Gerald,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  not  even  elegant 
manners,  great  abiUties,  with  a  happy  mode  of  placing  them 
in  the  best  point  of  view,  and  the  gifts  of  nature  matured  by- 
education,  could  save  him  from,  landing  an  exile  (to  call  him 
by  no  worse  a  name)  on  a  barbarous  shore,  where  the  few 
who  were  civilized  must  pity,  while  they  admired  him.  And, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  he  arrived  In  a  very  weak  and  impaired  state 
of  health. 

*'  Mr.  Gerald  did  not  recover  the  shock  which  his  constitu- 
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tion  had  suflfercd.  At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  l6th  (of 
March)  he  breathed  his  last.  A  consumption  which  accom- 
panied him  from  England,  and  which  all  his  wishes  and  efforts 
to  shake  off  could  not  overcome,  at  length  brought  him  to 
that  period  when,  perhaps,  his  strong  enlightened  mind  must 
have  perceived  how  full  of  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit  were 
the  busiest  concerns  of  this  world ;  and  into  wliat  a  narrow 
limit  was  now  to  be  thrust  that  frame  which  but  of  late  trod 
firmly  in  the  walk  of  life,  elate  and  glowing  with  youthul 
hope,  glorying  in  being  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  Freedom, 
and  considering  as  an  honour  that  exile  which  brought  him  to 
an  untimely  grave.  He  was  buried  in  the  garden  of  a  little 
spot  of  ground  which  he  had  purchase!  at  Farm  Cove. 

"  He  was  followed  in  three  days  after  by  another  victim  to 
the  same  opinions,  Mr.  William  Skirving.  A  dysentery  was 
tlie  apparent  cause  of  his  death,  but  his  heart  was  broken.  In 
the  hope  of  receiving  remittances  from  England,  which  might 
enable  him  to  proceed  with  spirit  and  success  in  farming,  of 
which  he  appeared  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge,  he  had 
purchased  from  different  persons,  who  had  ground  to  sell, 
about  one  hundred  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  town  of 
Sydney. 

^'  He  soon  found  that  a  farm  near  the  sea-coast  was  of  no 
great  value.  His  attention  and  his  efforts  to  cultivate  the 
ground  were  of  no  avail.  Remittances  he  received  none  :  he 
contracted  some  little  debts,  and  found  himself  neglected  by 
that  party  for  whom  he  had  sacrificed  the  dearest  connexions 
in  life, — a  wife  and  family  ;  and  finally  yielded  to  the  pressure 
of  this  accumulated  weight. 

*^  Among  us,  he  was  a  pious,  honest,  worthy  character. 
In  this  settlement  his  political  principles  never  manifested 
themselves ;  but  all  his  solicitude  seemed  to  be,  to  evince 
himself  the  friend  of  human  nature. — Reqidescat  in  pace !" 

Bruce,    an   Englishman,    married    to   a    Princess  of  New 
Zealand. 

Another  instance  of  a  remarkable  character  connected  with 
,this  rising  colony  we  have  in  the  following  accounts  from 
Calcutta  written  in  May  J  809. 

"  George  Bruce,  son  of  John  Bruce,  foreman  and  clerk  to 
Mr.  Wood,  distiller,  at  Limehouse,  was  born  in  the  parish 
of  Ratcliffe-highway,  in  1779.  In  178y  he  entered  on  board 
the  Royal  Admiral  East  Indiaman,  Captain  Bond,   as  boat- 


540  SUPPLEMENT. 

swain's  boy.  Sailed  from  England  for  New  South  Wale?, 
and  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  in  1790,  where,  with  the  consent 
of  Captain  Bond,  he  quitted  the  ship,  and  remained  at  New 
Sonth  Wales. 

^'  At  Port  Jackson  Bruce  entered  into  the  naval  colonial 
service,  and  was  employed  for  several  years  under  Lieutenants 
Robins,  Flinders,  and  others,  in  exploring  the  coasts,  sur- 
veying harbours,  headlands,  rocks,  &c.  During  this  time 
Bruce  experienced  various  adventures,  which  do  not  come 
within  the  design  of  this  narrative.  After  being  thus  employed 
for  several  years  in  vessels  of  survey,  he  was  turned  over  to 
the  Lady  Nelson,  Captain  Simmonds,  a  vessel  fitted  up  for 
the  express  purpose  of  conveying  Tippahee,  King  of  New 
Zealand,  frum  a  visit  which  he  made  to  the  Government  of 
Port  Jackson  to  his  own  country.  The  King  embarked,  and 
the  Nelson  sailed  on  her  destination.  During  the  pnssage,  Tip- 
pahee was  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  Bruce  was  appointed  to 
attend  him :  he  acquitted  himself  so  highly  to  the  King's 
satistaction,  that  he  was  honoured  with  his  special  favour; 
and,  on  their  arrival,  the  King  requested  that  he  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  with  him  at  New  Zealand,  to  uhich  Captain 
Sinnionds  consented,  and  Bruce  was  received  into  ihe  iamily 
of  Tippahee. 

**  Bruce  spent  his  first  few  months  in  New  Zealand  in 
exploring  the  country,  and  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
language,  manners,  and  customs  of  the  people.  He  found 
the  country  healthy  and  pleasant,  full  of  romantic  scenery, 
agreeably  diversifif  d  by  hills  and  dales,  and  covered  with  wood. 
" — The  people  were  hospitable,  irank,  and  open  ;  though  rude 
and  ignorant,  yet  worshipping  neither  images  nor  idols,  nor 
aught  that  is  the  work  of  human  hands ;  acknowledging  one 
Omnipotent  Supreme  Being. 

*^  As  the  King  proposed  to  place  the  young  Englishman  at 
the  head  of  his  armv,  it  was  a  previously  necessary  step  that 
he  should  be  tattowed,  as,  without  having  undergone  that 
cereniony,  he  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  warrior.  The  case 
was  urgent,  and  admitted  of  no  alternative.  He  therefore 
submitted  resolutely  to  this  painful  ceremony,  and  his 
countenance  presents  a  ujaster  specimen  of  the  art  of  tatr 
towing. 

"  Being  now  tattowed  in  due  form,  Bruce  was  recognized 
as  a  warrior  of  the  first  rank,  naturalized  as  a  New  Zealander, 
received  into  the  bosom   of  the   King's  family,  and   honoured 
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with  the  hand  of  the  Princess  Actockoe,  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Tippahee,  a  maiden  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age, 
whose  native  beauty  had  probably  been  great,  but  which  has 
been  so  much  improved  by  the  fashionable  embellishments  of 
art,  that  all  the  softer  charms  of  nature,  all  the  sweetness  of 
original  expression,  are  lost  in  the  bolder  impressions  of  tat- 
towing. 

'"  Bruce  now  became  the  chief  member  of  the  King's  fa- 
mily, and  was  vested  with  the  government  of  the  island.  Six 
or  eight  months  after  his  marriage,  the  English  ships  Inspector, 
the  Ferret  South  Sea  whaler,  and  several  otlier  English  ves- 
sels, touched  at  New^  Zealand  for  supplies,  and  all  of  them 
found  the  beneficial  influence  of  having  a  countryman  and 
friend  at  the  head  of  aflairs  in  that  island.  They  were  liber- 
ally supplied  with  fish,  vegetables,  &:c.  &c. 

"   Our  Englishman   and   his  wife  were  now  contented  and 
happy,  in   the  full   enjoyment  of  domestic  comfort,  with  no 
wants    trat  were  ungratified,  blessed  wi^h  health  and  perfect 
independence.     Bruce  looked  forward  with   satisfaction  to  the 
progress  of  civilization,  which  he  expected  to  introduce  among 
the  people  with  whom,  by  a  singular  destiny,  he  seemed  doom- 
ed  to   remain  during   his  life.     While   enjoying  these  hopes, 
the  ship  General  Wellesley,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  months 
ago,  tcHjched    at  a  point  of  New  Zealand  where  Bruce  and 
his  wife  then  chanced  to  be.     This  was  at  some  distance  from 
the  King's  place  of  residence.     Captain  Dalrymple  applied  to 
Bruce  to  assist  him  in  procuring  a  cargo  of  spars  and  benja 
min,  and  requested  specimens,  of  the  principal  articles  of  pro- 
duce of  the  island,  all  which   was   cheerfully   done.     Captain 
Dalrvmple   then   proposed  to    Bruce   to   accompany    him   to 
North  Cape,  distant  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  leagues,  where 
it  was  reported  that  gold  dust  could  be  procured,  and  Captain 
Dalrymple  conceived  that  Biucc  might  prove  useful  to  him  in 
the  search  for  the  gold  dust.    With  great  reluctance,  and  after 
many  entreaties,  Bruce  consented  to  accompany  Captain  Dal- 
rymple,   under  the  niost  solemn   assurances   of  being    safely 
brought  back  and  landed  at  the  Bay  of  Islands.     He  accord- 
ingly embarked  with  his  wife  on  board  the  General  V/ellesIey, 
representing,  at    the   same  time,  to   Captain  Dalrymple   the 
dangerous  consequences  of  taking   the   King's  daughter  from 
the  island ;  but   that  fear  was  quieted  by  the  solemn  and  re- 
peated  assurances   of  Captain   Dalrymple,   thiat  he  would,  at 
tVcry  hazard,  reland  them  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  the  place 
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from  which  they  embarked.  Beuig  at  length  all  on  board,  the 
Wellesleij  sailed  for  the  North  Cape,  where  they  soon  arrived 
and  landed.  Finding  that  they  had  been  entirely  misinformed 
as  to  the  gold  dust,  the  Wellesley  made  sail,  in  order  to  return 
to  New  Zealand — but  the  wind  becomirg  foul,  and  continu-, 
ing  so  for  forty-eight  hours,  they  were  driven  from  the  island. 
On  the  third  day  the  wind  became  more  fiivourable,  but  Capt. 
Dairymple  did  not  attempt  to  regain  the  island,  but  stood  on 
for  India.  Bruce  now  gently  remonstrated,  and  reminded  him 
of  his  promises  ;  to  which  Captain  Diilrymple  replied,  ^  That 
he  had  something  else  to  think  of,  than  to  detain  the  ship, 
by  returning  with  a  valuable  cargo  to  the  island.  Besides,  he 
had  another  and  better  island  in  view  for  him.' 

*^^,0n  reaching  the  Feegee,  or  Sandalwood  Islands,  Captain 
Dairymple  azked  Brucc^  if  he  chose  to  go  on  shore,  and  re- 
maiii  there  ?  which  he  declined,  on  account  of  the  barbarous 
and  sanguinary  disposition  of  their  inhabitants.  Captain  D. 
desired  that  he  would  choose  for  himsell";  and  then  took  from 
him  several  little  presetits,  which  he  himself  and  his  officers 
had  given  to  him  at  Nev/  Zealand ;  these  now  were  given  to 
the  natives  of  the  islands^  in  the  boats  then  alongside  the 
vessel. 

"  Leaving  the  Feegee  islands,  they  steered  towards  Sooloo, 
visiting  two  or  three  islands  in  their  passage ;  but  the  limits  of 
this  narrative  do  not  admit  of  giving  any  account  of  the  oc- 
currences at  those  places,  though  they  are  not  devoid  of  in- 
terest.— After  remaining  four  or  five  days  at  Sooloo,  they 
sailed  for  Malacca,  where  they  arrived  in  December  last.  At 
Malacca,  Captain  Dairymple  and  Bruce  went  on  shore.  The 
latter  was  anxious  to  see  the  gov^cmor  or  commanding  officer, 
to  state  his  grievances  ;  but  as  it  was  late  in  the  evening  when 
he  landed,  he  eould  not  see  him  till  the  following  njorning, 
by  which  time  Captain  Dairymple  had  weighed  from  Malacca 
roads,  leaving  Bruce  on  shore,  and  carrying  off  his  wife  on 
board  the  Wellesley  to  Penang. 

"  Bruce  acquainted  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Malacca 
wiih  his  case,  and  expressed  his  wish  to  regain  his  wife,  and 
to  return  with  her  to  New  Zealand.  The  Conmianding  Officer 
endeavoured  to  console  him  ;  desired  that  he  would  patiently 
wait  at  Malacca,  for  a  short  time,  as  some  ships  might  pro- 
bably touch  there,  on  their  passage  from  Bengal  to  New 
South  Wales,  by  which  he  would  procure  a  passage  for  himself 
and  his  wife;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  write  to 
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Penang,  desiring  that  his  wife  should  be  returned  to  her  hus- 
band at  Malacca.  After  waiting  three  or  four  weeks,  accounts 
were  received  of  Captain  Dahyniple's  arrival  at  Penang  ;  upon 
which  Bruce  obtained  the  Commanding  Officer's  permission, 
and  left  Malacca  in  the  Scourge  gun-brig,  for  Penang,  where, 
upon  his  arrival,  he  found  that  his  wife  had  been  bartered 
away  to  Captain  Ross.  On  waiting  upon  the  Governor  of 
Penang,  he  was  asked  what  satisfaction  he  required  for  the 
ill  treatment  he  had  experienced  ?  Bruce  answered,  that  all  he 
wanted  was  to  have  his  wife  restored,  and  to  get  a  passage,  if 
possible,  to  New  Zealand.  Through  the  interference  of  the 
Governor,  his  wife  was  restored  to  him.  With  her  he  returned 
to  Malacca,  in  hope  of  the  promised  passage  to  New  South 
Wales  ;  but  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  the  expected  ships 
for  that  port,  he  was  now  promised  a  passage  for  himself  and 
his  wife  to  England,  in  one  of  the  homeward-bound  India- 
men  from  China.  By  gettmg  to  England,  he  hoped  from 
thence  to  find  a  passage  to  New  South  Wales  ;  but  the  China 
phips  only  anchored  in  Malacca  roads  for  a  few  hours,  during 
the  night,  so  that  he  had'  no  opportunity  of  proceeding  by 
any  of  the  ships  of  that  fleet.  He  then  entreated  the  Com- 
inandina;  Officer  to  get  him  a  passao-ein  the  Sir  Edicard  Pellew 
to  Penang,  whv^re  he  hoped  to  overtake  the  Indiamen.  A  pas- 
sage for  himself  and  his  wife  was  accordingly  provided  on 
board  the  Felleic ;  and,  on  his  arrival  at  Penaiig,  he  fot\nd 
the  Indiamen  standing  still  there;  but  he  could  nut  be  accom- 
modated with  a  passage  to  Europe  without  the  payment  of 
four  hundred  dollars.  Not  having  that  sum,  and  without  the 
means  to  raise  It,  he  came  on  with  the  Sir  Edidard  Pellew 
to  Bengal,  where  he  and  his  wife,  the  affectionate  companion 
of  his  distress,  have  beci^  most  hospitably  I'eceived,  and  where, 
their  .hardships  and  long  sufferings  will  be  soothed  and  fc;rgot- 
ten  in  the  kindness  that  awaits  them.  Opportunities  will  pro- 
bably occur,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  of  a  passage  to 
New  South  Wales,  from  whence  they  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
reoaihing  New  Zealand. 

"*'  It  was  believed  that  the  visit  of  Prince  Tippahee  to  Port 
Jackson  had  partly  for  its  object  to  inquire  after  his  favourite 
daughter  and  +iis  son-in-law,  who  had  been  carried  so  unac- 
countably from  his  coasts." 

Through  this  channel  we  now  learn  that,  besides  the  flax 
and  hemp  for  which  New  Zealand  is  famous,  the  white  ben- 
jamin tree,  &c.  mines   of  different  valuable  metals  are  known 
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to  exist  in  the  exterior.  Sjieciniens  of  their  ores  have  been 
obtained  ;  but,  from  the  total  ignorance  of  the  people  in  me- 
tallurgy, or  in  any  other  art  of  civilized  coViOtries,  their  njines 
remain  unwrought.  Iron  ores  are  found  in  great  abundance  ; 
and  with  these  the  natives  paint  both  themselves  and  their 
canoes. 

Cabbages,  the  common  and  the  sv/eet  potatoe,  yams,  par- 
snips, turnips,  carrots,  8cc.  rank  among  their  garden  vegetables. 
They  have  a  plant  somewhat  resembling  a  fern,  with  a  large 
farinaceous  root,  which,  when  roasted,  is  a  pleasant,  wholesome 
food,  and  is  a  most  excellent  substitute  for  bread.  They  have 
also  fruit  trees,  some  of  which  are  indigenous,  others  arc  exotic. 
The  orange  and  the  peach  have  both  been  introduced  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  are  in  a  very  thri\Tng  way. 

Breeds  of  swine  and  goats  have  been  lately  brought  into 
New  Zealand,  and  are  increasing  rapidly.  Fish  they  possess 
in  great  variety  and  profusion,  and  during  all  the  months  of 
the  year.  In  the  summer  season  they  are  visited  by  shoals  of 
mackarel;  and,  during  the  v^'inter,  their  coasts  are  frequented 
by  immense  quantities  of  herrings. — -The  island  is  watered  by 
many  fine  rivers,  which  abound  with  fish,  some  of  which  are 
well  known  in  Europe,  while  others  seem  peculiar  to  the  coun- 
tries in  thft  Southern  Ocean.  The  shores  of  the  rivers  and 
their  lakes  are  frequented  by  wild  geese  and  wild  ducks  ;  but 
it  is  remarkable  that  they  have  no  tame  wcb-footed  birds.  The 
only  quadruped  on  the  land  is  a  kind  of  fox,  and  their  only 
reptile  a  dull  sluggish  lizard. 


J.  toinpton,  I'l  liner,  MiddJe  ■jlieel. 
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